
		
	

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

NEWSLETTER	

We	are	Pleased	to	Present	the	Featured	Guest	Speaker	for	our	December	3rd	Mee@ng:	

	
advantages	of	composites,	with	excellent	fire/smoke/toxicity	
(FST)	proper?es	and	high	temperature	resistance,	allowing	
their	usage	in	many	applica?ons.	
	
Biography	
	
Aram	Mekjian	is	President	of	Mektech	Composites	Inc.	
Mektech	is	the	exclusive	North	American	distributor		of	
Cellobond	Phenolic	resins	(now	owned	by	Hexion	Inc.),	which	
Mekjian	introduced	to	the	US	market	in	1990	as	Business	
Manager	for	BP	Chemicals.	Prior	to	that,	Aram	was	the	
Technical	Director	and	Product	Manager	for	Aristech	
Polyesters	for	13	years.	He	received	a	BS	in	Chemistry	from	
Valdosta	State	College,	a	MS	in	Chemistry	and	MBA	in	
Marke?ng	from	Fairleigh	Dickinson	University.	

 
MEETING	DETAILS	
Place:	Bridgewater	Manor,	Bridgewater,	NJ;	(908)	658-3000	
Time:	5:45	–	8:30		

Cost:	$15.00	Adv	Registra@on;	$20.00	at	Door;	Students	–	Free	
This	mee@ng	is	open	to	all	SAMPE	members,	spouses,	guests,	
and	other	interested	par@es	

Reserva@ons	contact	John	Osterndorf	at	973-248-5885	or	at	
jfo0956@gmail.com		by	noon	Wednesday	before	the	mee@ng.	
Direc@ons	to	Bridgewater	Manor:	From	I-287	north,	take	exit	
22A	(206	south).		Go	thru	two	lights,	Bridgewater	Manor	is	on	
right.		From	I-287	south,	take	exit	22.	Make	right	at	end	of	
ramp.		Make	next	lea,	a	jughandle	to	cross	202/206	to	go	
south	on	202/206.		Go	thru	three	lights,	Bridgewater	Manor	is	
on	the	right.		
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Aram	Mekjian	
Mektech	Composites	Inc.		

Hillsdale,	NJ	
mekmail@prodigy.net	

	

Fire Hard Composites 
 For Many Applications		

	
Abstract	
	
Composites	are	used	in	many	industries	as	an	alterna?ve	to	
metals,	concrete	and	wood	because	they	provide	a	high	
strength	to	weight	ra?o,	corrosion	resistance,	part	
consolida?on,	design	flexibility	and		low	maintenance	costs	.	
	
The	most	commonly	used	thermoset	resins	are	unsaturated	
polyester,	vinyl	ester	and	epoxy.	The	biggest	drawback	in	
using	these	composites	is	their	propensity	to	burn,	producing	
high	levels	of	smoke	and	toxic	fumes,	which	hinder	the	
ability	to	escape	in	a	fire.	However,	Phenolic	composites,	
unlike	any	other	composite,	offer	all	the	
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February	4,	2016	–	Dennis	Pren@ce,	Rob	
Demaree,	IMR	Test	Labs	

March	3,	2016	–	Mary	Shafer,	Fabric	
Development	

April	7,	2016	–	Delip	Shah,	A&C	Catalysts	Inc.	

May	5,	2016	–	Nick	Gianaris,	Thermacore	Inc.	
(tenta@ve)	

May	23	-	26,	2016	–	SAMPE	Long	Beach,	Long	
Beach	CA	

June	2,	2016	–	TBA	

	

	

	

2015	–	2016	Mee?ng	Schedule	

September	10,	2015		–	Garry	Hoffman,	3HTi,	
LLC.	
	
October	1,	2015	–	Louis	Pilato,	Bio-Based	
Resins 

		
October	26	-	29,	2015	–	CAMX,	Dallas	TX,	
sponsored	jointly	by	SAMPE	and	ACMA	

November	 5,	 2015	 –	 Joe	 Landolina,	 Suneris		
Technologies	Inc.	

December	3,	2015	–	Aram	Mekjian,	Mektech	
Composites	Inc.	

	

	

July	7,	2016	–	33rd	NJ	SAMPE	Golf		Tournament,	
Pica@nny	Arsenal	
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Execu?ve	Board	

CHAIR	
Borys	Schafran	
Evonik		Corpora@on	
973-929-8172	
borys.schafran@evonik.com	
	
TREASURER 		 			
John	F.	Osterndorf 			
973-248-5885	
jfo0956@gmail.com	

		
SECRETARY	

Megan	Casey	
Lonza	Inc.	
201-316-9489	
megan.casey@lonza.com	
	

PROGRAM					
Howard	Kliger	
732-469-7646	
hskliger@comcast.net	
	
MEMBERSHIP	
Jane	Arlauskas	
Evonik		Corpora@on	
973-929-8165	
jane.arlauskas@evonik.com	
	
	

DIRECTORS	
		

Louis	A.	Pilato	
Pilato	-	Consul@ng	
732-469-4057/fax:	732-764-9747	
lapilato@optonline.net	
	

LIAISON,	SAMPE	Technical	Excellence	Commicee	
	
Russell	Caspe	
Gentex	Corpora@on	
PO	Box	315	
Carbondale,,	PA	18407	
570-282-8588	
rcaspe@gentexcorp.com	
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Past	Chairs,	SAMPE	Fellows	and	Senior	Honorary	Members	

CHAPTER	CHAIRS	
1977	–	1978			Raymond	F.	Wegman 		
1978	–	1979		William	J.	Russell 		
1979	–	1980		Michael	Michno 		
1980	–	1981		Fred	H.	Ancker	
1981	–	1982		Natalia	Chujko 		
1982	–	1983		Robert	J.	Narsavage		 		
1983	–	1984		Richard	W.	Reiter	 		
1984	–	1985		Howard	S.	Kliger	
1985	–	1986		John	Burlage 			
1986	–	1987		John	F.	Osterndorf 		
1987	–	1988		Thomas	J.	Green 		
1988	–	1989		Harry	S.	Katz 			
1989	–	1990		Benjamin	M.	Rasmussen 		
1990	–	1991		Harry	Tenney 		
1991	–	1993		Louis	A.	Pilato			
1993	–	1994		John	Burlage	
1994	–	1995		Richard	A.	Walther	
1995	–	1996		Frans	van	Antwerpen	
1996	–	1997		Kathleen	A.	Froelich	
1997	–	1998		Gail	D.	DiSalvo	
1998	–	1999		Ash	Chopra	
1999	–	2013		Benjamin	M.	Rasmussen	
2013	–	2015		Borys	F.	Schafran	

SAMPE	FELLOWS	
Fred	H.	Ancker	
Harry	S.	Katz	
Dr.	Howard	S.	Kliger	
Dr.	Frank	K.	Ko	
Robert	Pickney	
Dr.	Louis	A.	Pilato	
Leonard	Poveromo	
Raymond	F.	Wegman	
Charles	Weizenecker	
Dr.	Carl	H.	Zweben	

	
	

CHAPTER	CHAIR	EMERITUS	
Benjamin	M.	Rasmussen	

SENIOR	HONORARY	MEMBERS	
Richard	G.	Adams	
Gail	DiSalvo	
Edward	A.	Gallagher	
Robert	Golick	
Harry	Katz	
Howard	S.	Kliger	
Charles	N.	Muldrow	
Louis	A.	Pilato	
Benjamin	M.	Rasmussen	
William	D.	Timmons	
Raymond	F.	Wegman			
Charles	Weizenecker	

SAMPE	Best	Chapter	Award	Winner:	
1990,	1991,	1992,	1993,	1995,	1996,	1997,	1998,		
1999,	2000,	2001	

SAMPE	Chapter	Service	Excellence	Award	Winner:	
2002,	2003,	2004,	2005,	2006	(award	re@red		
aaer	2006)	

SAMPE	Chapter	Sponsored	Conferences:	
ISSE	–	1990	(Anaheim),	1994	(Anaheim),		
1996	(Anaheim),	1998	(Anaheim),	2002	(Long	Beach)	

ISTC	–	1981	(Mt.	Pocono),	1989	(Atlan@c	City),		
2006	(Dallas),	2009	(Wichita),	2012		(Charleston)	

ISEC	–	1994	(Parsippany)	
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Chapter	Sponsors	

	
Airtech International, Inc. 
Peter Grantham 
5700 Skylab Road 
Huntington Beach, CA 95647 
714-899-8100 
Fax: 714-899-8179 
pgrantham@airtechintl.com 
www.airtechintl.com 
	

Curtiss-Wright EPD 
Russell Shaffer 
1185 Feather Way 
Bethlehem, PA 18015 
908-235-8767 
rshaffer@curtisswright.com 
 
Gentex Corporation 
Russell Caspe 
PO Box 315 
Carbondale,, PA 18407 
570-282-8588 
rcaspe@gentexcorp.com	
	

Daicel USA Inc. 
Masaya Omura 
One Parker Plaza 
400 Kelby St 
Fort Lee NJ 07024 
omura@daicel.us.com 
www.daicel.com 
 
Evonik Corporation 
Borys Schafran 
299 Jefferson Rd 
Parsippany, NJ 07054 
973-929-8172 
borys.schafran@evonik.com 
www.evonik.com 
	
	

IMR Test Labs 
Bill DeLaurier 
131 Woodsedge DR 
Lansing, NY 14882 
607-533-7000 
sales@imrtest.com 

 
 
	
	

Fabric Development Inc. 
Mary P. Shafer 
1217 Mill Street 
Quakertown, PA 18951 
215-536-1420 
mshafer@fabricdevelopment.com 
www.fabricdevelopment.com 

		
General Magnaplate  
Edmund Aversenti 
1331 US Route 1 
Linden, NJ 07036 
908-862-6200 Fax:  908-862-6110 
eaversenti@magnaplate.com 
www.magnaplate.com 
	
A&C	Catalysts	Inc	
Abe	Goldstein	
1600	W	Blancke	St	
Linden	NJ	07036	
908-474-9393	
agoldstein@ac-catalysts.com	
www.ac-catalysts.com	
	

Coast Line International 
Patrick McMenanin 
200 Dixon Ave 
Anityville, NY 11701 
631-226-0500 
patrickm@coast-lineintl.com 
	
	

Kenrich Petrochemicals 
Salvatore J. Monte 
140 East 22nd St., POB 32 
Bayonne, NJ 07002 
201-823-9000 
Fax: 201-823-0691 
sjmonte@4kenrich.com 
www.4kenrich.com 
 
Composite Prototyping Center 
Leonard Poveromo 
121 Express Street 
Plainview NY 11803 
631-875-2200 
lpoveromo@compositepro.org 
www.compositepro.org 
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Lonza Inc. 
Megan Casey 
25 Commerce Drive 
Allendale, NJ 07401 
megan.casey@lonza.com 
www.lonza.com 
	

 
	
Mektech	Composites	Inc.	
Aram	Mekjian 		
40	Strawberry	Hill	Road	
Hillsdale,	NJ	07642 		
201-666-4880 		
Fax:		201-666-4303 		
mekmail@prodigy.net	
	
	
	

Northern Composites 
Michael Leedie 
102 Tide Mill Road 
Hampton, NH 03842 
860-550-3240 
mleedie@northerncomposites.com 
www.northerncomposites.com 

Chapter	Sponsors	(con?nued)	

 
	
3M Co.	
Kevin Merlini 
Aerospace & Coml Trans Div. 
325 Cherry Lane 
Glenside PA 19038 
215-327-3842 
kwmerlini@mmm.com 
www.3m.com 
	

 

	
	
Novoset	LLC	
Dr.	Sajal	Das			
87	Main	Street,		
Peapack,	NJ	07977		
908-470-4200																		
www.novoset.com	
	
	
	
Stiles Machinery Inc 
Adam Lopuk 
3965 44th Street SE 
Grand Rapids, MI 49512 
Cell 336-906-1977 
alopuk@stilesmachinery.com 
 www.stilesmachinery.com 
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Behind	the	doors	of	IMR’s	labs	are	over	200	
knowledgeable,	experienced	professionals	—	Ph.D.s,	
engineers,	chemists,	metallurgists,	technicians	and	
support	staff	—	who	work	side	by	side	with	clients	in	a	
diverse	range	of	industries	including	Aerospace,	
Automo@ve,	Medical	Device,	Oil	&	Gas	and	Energy.	
For	informa@on	about	specific	accredita@ons	and	
approvals,	please	contact	us	or	visit	our	website	at	
www.imrtest.com/accredita@ons		
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Sponsor of the Month    IMR Test Labs div of Curtiss-Wright 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

	
IMR	Test	Labs	in	Ithaca,	NY	is	a	Nadcap	(MT,	NMMT)	
and	A2LA	(ISO	17025)	accredited	tes@ng	laboratory	
offering	a	wide	range	of	tes@ng	on	fiber-reinforced	
composite	materials.	Addi@onally,	IMR	carries	
approvals	from	major	manufacturers	including	
Aurora	Flight	Sciences,	GE,	Gulf	Stream,	Sikorsky,	
SNECMA	and	others.			
Analy@cal	services	offered	include	climbing	drum	
peel,	compressive	proper@es,	short	beam	strength,	
shear	proper@es,	flexural	proper@es,	tensile	
proper@es,	sec@oning/microscopy,	failure	analysis	
and	other	methods.	
IMR	has	six	facili@es	located	in	New	York,	Kentucky,	
Oregon,	Singapore,	China	and	the	U.K.	offering	
chemical	analysis,	cleanliness	tes@ng,	corrosion	
tes@ng,	mechanical	tes@ng,	metallurgical	analysis,	
failure	analysis	and	fa@gue	tes@ng.	

	For information, 
 please contact: 

 
IMR Test Labs 

Dennis Prentice 
131 Woodsedge Drive 

Lansing, NY 14882 
607-533-7000 

dennis.prentice@imrtest.com 
www.imrtest.com 

	
	
	

 


