2019 Info Sheet (rev. 2.19)


Hope you and your friends are getting ready to head to the beach!
Just wanted to confirm a few details for Jake’s Place, Grayton Beach.  

1. Check in time is 4 PM on your arrival day, please, not earlier!  If you will call my cleaning company (Ashley 850-276-5828) when you are about an hour away, she’ll confirm when the house will be ready; if you get there and they are still cleaning, just park, walk down to the beach or enjoy the pool area!  Just please let them finish cleaning and don't plan to unload in the house before 4 PM.  The key will be under the large shell next to the palm tree in front of the front porch.  There will be a second set of keys hanging on the hook inside.  If you get locked out, there will be a $30 lockout charge for someone to come open up the house for you (cash paid directly to staff for them to open the door), so please be careful to keep track of the keys.   You may want to just leave the back kitchen door unlocked while you are coming and going during the days and just lock the front door, or leave a key under the shell.  Of course, lock both doors at night.

2. Cars and Number of Guests: Three (3) car maximum and they need to all be parked in the driveway (not on the street or yard). Unfortunately, because of some bad experiences with people not doing what they said, we have to say this now:  Your rental agreement and subsequent confirmation contains the number and identity of guests staying in the house; NO ONE not disclosed in the rental agreement is permitted to stay in the house without prior agreement with us.  If you tell us two adults are coming, we will expect one or two, but not three cars.  Our local management is in the area almost daily and they do report to us the number of vehicles, where they are parked, and any unusual activity at the house (e.g, the pool area filled with 15 teenagers).
3. NO SMOKING: No smoking in the house or inside the screened porch (a safety issue).  If anyone smokes around the pool area, please make sure they clean up after themselves, leave no ashes or butts anywhere, especially in the pool area!  While we try to clean well, we can't be expected to find every butt, and it's just gross for the next guest; be kind!  If you use the grill, please safely remove the used charcoal and dispose of it in the trash after completely cooled and safe to dispose of. 
4. IMPORTANT!! TRASH DAYS: are EARLY on Mondays and Thursdays.  You will need to put the trash out the night before because they come very early in the morning.  PLEASE, PLEASE, PLEASE take the trash out on Thursday -- do NOT wait and put a week's worth of trash out on Saturday morning; that is what the next guests will find -- your trash.  Please be respectful, and hope that the previous guests were respectful of you (because we can't do anything about it; we do not remove trash from the bins)!!  And please take out the trash out of the house on Sat morning before you leave, also.  It is really important to take advantage of trash pickup days during summer because of the heat; if trash stays outside for days, well you can imagine what happens!  
5.  Paper Goods:  Please note that the house comes stocked with an initial supply of paper goods, but you will need to bring TP, paper towels, laundry detergent, and dishwasher liquid (we try to keep dishwasher liquid there, but sometimes the bottle runs low).

6. Departure Day:  Check out time on your departure day is 10 AM sharp.  Please call or text Ashley (850-276-5828)  about an hour before you’re leaving to check out.  And please take out the trash when you get ready to leave.  Leave the dirty towels on the bathroom floors.  Please put all dirty dishes in the dishwasher and turn it on before you leave.   Please check for trash, dishes, etc. around the pool area and porches before you leave. If you can, please sweep or use the vacuum to get up excess dirt/sand on the floors; it doesn't have to be perfect, just get the "worst" up, especially if you took advantage of our pet friendly ways. When you leave, please remember to replace one set of keys on the inside hook, and one set under the shell next to the palm tree.  This is very important so that the next guests have no problems getting in the house upon arrival!

7. Use of the Pool:  NO ONE WHO IS NOT STAYING IN THE HOUSE IS PERMITTED TO USE THE POOL; NO EXCEPTIONS.
Please make sure all guests are familiar with the following Pool Rules (set forth by Florida Code, which I am required to provide):

“No food or beverages in the pool or on wet pool deck.

No glass or animals in the fenced pool area.

Bathing load: 6 persons

Pool Hours:  7 AM to 11 PM

Shower before entering.

Do not swallow the pool water.

Do not use pool if you are ill with diarrhea.

No diving.”

And no child under age 18 in the pool area at any time unless continuously supervised by an adult in the pool area.  Our pool company services the pool weekly (twice/week during summer), so they will help ensure the pool area and the pool are clean.  Please do not sit or stand (or permit your children to sit or stand) on the pool handle. Please do not touch the pool heater controls. 

Ok, those are the main "rules", other than please be considerate of neighbors, especially at night.  Please observe quiet time, particularly outside, after 10 PM; I'd appreciate that and so will the neighbors!  Feel free to use the beach chairs, umbrella, etc. but please don't leave them (or anything) on the beach overnight -- the sheriff's department will take them away never to be seen again!  

Thanks again and have a great time.  Call me if you have any questions.  More detailed info is below.
gail
cell no:  615-500-5923

Jakes - Wireless internet password:  feedjake      [NOTE: MEDIACOM is notoriously unreliable for internet; if no internet, try unplugging and resetting the modem as you would on your modem at home. lately there have been area outages with MEDIACOM, so unfortunately, most of the time, the problem is on their end, not ours, and they have a monopoly on 30A; we apologize in advance]
Directions: 

*From Nashville (or Birmingham or Montgomery): Take I-65 south [Cheapest gas is near the Huntsville area, exit 334 [MUCH cheaper than TN; fill up], then on to Montgomery.  Watch for signs --- Take I-85 NORTH towards Atlanta.   Go several miles and take exit 9, the Taylor Rd. exit (do NOT take the US 231 exit…go past it to Taylor Road) and turn right onto Taylor Rd. 

*Stay on Taylor Rd. about 5 miles until it ends and turn left on US Hwy 231 towards Troy 

*At Troy, [last cheap gas is in Troy; fill up here; e.g. there’s a Kangaroo on the right; also a Red Box], take a right on Hwy 167 towards Elba [this is the road at the huge Troy/Trojan watertower].   There are also 2 or 3 gas stations after you turn on 167 with good prices within about 2 miles or so of the water tower.  [Also, at the turn in Troy, there’s a Walgreens on the left with a Red Box, so if you need to return or rent any, there’s your spot.  There are also three Red Boxes at 3Tom Thumb stores nearby Jake’s, one where 331 dead ends into 98m and two along 30A at the Tom Thumb stores in Seagrove & in Blue Mountain Bch.]
*After several miles turn right on Hwy 87 and go to Elba (Obvious fork…well marked)

*After entering Elba city limits, turn right to Hwy 189 at the flashing light, and watch for a left turn after you pass Fred's and Dollar General (on left), maybe about another mile or so (take the left), then when it dead ends, turn right onto Hwy 189 South towards Kinston.

*At Kinston, at the end of Hwy 189, turn left onto Hwy 52 east towards Samson.

* 8.2 miles later (at flashing light) turn right onto Hwy 153 South towards DeFuniak Springs.

* After entering Florida, 153 becomes FL Hwy 83 south [whew; only about an hour (or less) to get to the beach!]; go on to DeFuniak Springs.

* At US Hwy 90 stoplight, turn right (west), go short distance and turn left on US Hwy 331 South. [NOTE; Walmart is on the right in Defuniak Springs, or turn rt on 98 and go a few miles west (new Walmart)]

*Stay on 331, and go through Freeport to end of 331 at US Hwy 98.

Turn left on US 98 (east).  Directions to Jake’s Place follow:

DIRECTIONS TO JAKE’S PLACE: After turning onto US 98 east, go about a mile and turn right to go to Grayton Beach.  When you hit 30A (flashing light), go straight and Jake’s Place is at 374 Defuniak.  It’s the little lavender house on the right about 7 houses past the stop sign. There’s a sign. Lights for the pool are outside on the house just inside the pool fence.  Telephone No there is (850) 534-0206; you have free long distance on the house phone and wireless internet (secure: password: feedjake); Gail’s cell ph. is 615-500-5923. 
           JAKE’S KEYS SHOULD BE UNDER THE SHELL NEXT TO THE PALM TREE IN FRONT OF THE FRONT PORCH. [Extra set inside house.] THE SMALL KEY IS FOR THE POOL DOORS, WHICH HAVE LOCKS NEAR TO TOP OF THE DOORS.  DURING SPRING BREAK AND HIGH SEASON, THE POOL DOORS WILL PROBABLY NOT BE LOCKED, BUT IF THEY ARE, THEN TO OPEN, BE CAREFUL AND DON’T DROP THE KEY OR YOU MAY HAVE A PROBLEM GETTING INTO THE POOL AREA!  IF UNLOCKED, JUST PULL UP ON THE HANDLE AT THE TOP OF THE GATE DOOR (JUST REACH OVER) TO SEE FIRST BEFORE YOU TRY THE KEY.
           WHEN YOU LEAVE,JUST LOCK THE DOOR HANDLE LOCKS ON BOTH HOUSE DOORS (FRONT AND KITCHEN), NO NEED TO LOCK THE POOL DOORS.  IMPORTANT:LEAVE THE KEYS BACK WHERE YOU FOUND THEM; UNDER THE SHELL NEXT TO THE PALM TREE (one set) and HANGING ON THE HOOK INSIDE (one set). 
If you brought your four legged best friend, please clean up after them, no matter where it is, but especially in our yard!  ( 

WATER: PLEASE NOTE: coastal water is costly so please be wise with use. Also, plumbing systems are somewhat delicate; please be extremely careful what you put in the toilets!  If there is a plumbing problem due to, well, being “stopped up”, it may take up to 36 hours to get a plumber to un-stop it (although we’ll do the best we absolutely can!).  So better to be safe than sorry!
LOCK OUTS: IF YOU SHOULD GET LOCKED OUT, THERE IS AN EXTRA KEY IN A SPECIAL HIDEOUT SPOT; JUST CALL GAIL AT 615-500-5923 (after 8 AM or before 10 PM please).


BEACH CHAIRS/ UMBRELLA/TOYS: Jake’s should have beach chairs and an umbrella available (hopefully no one leaves them on the beach; note – don’t leave anything overnight, or it will be gone in the morning, Sheriff’s Dept picks up everything and trashes it), but we can't guarantee the prior guest will have left them there and in good shape; there are great chair/umbrella rental companies within walking distance of the house . There are great bike rental places close by who deliver. Also, please note dogs are not allowed on the beach without a permit (Walton County rules).

Other info: Directions to Publix; either head north and turn left on 98 and there's a Publix on 98 towards Santa Rosa Beach, OR going out of Grayton, turn right on 30A, go thru Watercolor and thru Seaside, and at the red light in Seagrove Beach, turn left (St. Rt. 395); go about 2 miles to Publix, Liquor store, SunTrust and Regionsbank also.  There is also a liquor store in Blue Mountain Beach (go west on 30A from Grayton, not far, with great t-shirts)

Eating out and having fun: Revised 2.14.19: Grayton's beloved Red Bar burned down February 13, 2019.  We hope it is back soon..................... Check out the menu box in the house; put new ones in. Seagrove Village Market (on the left after you turn onto 395 has great lunches (shrimp or fish po boys) and you can sit outside).  If you like local art, go to 30A Art and Junk, on 30A just east of Montigo Ave; tell Debbie Weant Lane you’re staying in the Nashville lady lawyer’s house in Grayton (she did the large painting in the living room, painted on a window).  Try Cracked in Grayton (just east of the Grayton Beach/30A intersection) for a great brunch (I tried it Feb 2019 and it was fabulous!)  Don't miss Grayton Beer Company.  Modica Market in Seaside is neat, as is the Seaside marketplace, and Bud ‘n Alley’s for drinks in the afternoon or lunch.  Go to Shrimpers for fresh seafood to cook; it’s a short drive down 98 towards Destin.  Shunk Gulley is a neat place for lunch on a pretty day; great views. If you like to fish, you can try your luck fishing from the beach; drive to Panama City Beach, go to Walmart, and for about $100 you can get everything you need to fish; they have the local fishing gear.  You can get your squid or sand fleas there, and head straight to Pier Park to fish from the Pier (we’ve caught lots of fish there).  End your day at the end of the Pier at Margaritaville.

             But most of all, -- don’t miss sunsets on the beach at Grayton.

Note that check out is absolutely by 10 AM on your departure day.

Thank you so much for staying at Jake’s Place.  Don’t forget to sign the guest book.  One last request: Grayton Beach Jake’s is a special place; enjoy the house and pool, but please, no kids in the pool area without continuous adult supervision, at all times, and please observe quiet time after 10 PM at night around the pool and outside.  
Please give us a great review on VRBO.com (#303415) …. We hope you come back next year.
· gail, tucker, cody (jake’s “replacement”), and mojo (the cat)
(below – Grayton Beach State Park, just west of Grayton Beach)
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