
Value and Utility of Parents

Where are we? 

Where do we want to be?

Date:  August 28, 2017

Time: 10:00 AM

Place: Southland ISD
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Studies have found that students with involved 

parents, no matter what their income or 

background, are more likely to ñ

·earn high grades and test scores and enroll in higher-

level programs;

·pass their classes, earn credits, and be promoted;

·attend school regularly; and

·graduate and go on to postsecondary education.

(U.S. Department of Education, 2004, p. 10)
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·Parent involvement in childrenõs education 

has an impact on student success, not just 

in school but throughout life. 
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When families are involved, students:

·Earn higher grades; 

·Attend school more regularly;

·Enjoy school more and behave better; and

·Are more likely to go on to postsecondary 

education. 
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·However,  to become engaged in ways 

that boost student achievement, many 

families need information and 

encouragement from school staff and 

parent group leaders. 
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There are two main goals:

·Share information about student 

progress . 

·Support learning by engaging 

families .
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Share information about student 

progress . 

Families should be informed of how their children 

are doing in school, as well as how the entire school 

is progressing. 

Do parents and teachers communicate about student progress? 

How?

Do parents learn what good work looks like for their childõs age 

and grade? How?

Does the school use test results to inform parents which 

student skills need strengthening?  How?
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Support learning by engaging 

families .

Families should be active participants in their 

childrenõs learning at home and at school.

Are families invited to observe their childrenõs classrooms? 

Examples

How do schools help families strengthen learning at home? 

Examples

What after -school learning opportunities are there? 

List
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Getting Started

·Start with the end in mind. Determine what 

parents need to know and do to support their 

childrenõs academic success. 

·Determine how family and community 

engagement can support school goals. 

·Link all events to student learning, including 

those activities focused on making all families 

feel welcome.
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What Parents and Parent 

Leaders Can Do

· 1. Create a checklist and tip sheets for effective parent-
teacher conferences. 

· 2. Work with school leadership to conduct workshops on 
interpreting standardized test data.

· 3. Invite teachers and professionals from the community to 
speak at meetings on various topics.

· 4. Provide workshops for parents and students on topics 
such as study skills, individual curriculum areas, and college 
and career planning.

· 5. Provide parent involvement tips and suggestions through 
signs at the school, website, and newsletters.
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What School Leaders and Staff 

Can Do

· 1. Ask parents to take an active role in reviewing student 
portfolios. 

· 2.At a òParents Make the Differenceó evening, give parents an 
overview of what students are learning, how students are assessed, 
what parents should expect, and how parents can help. 

· 3. Institute student-led parent-teacher conferences.

· 4. Develop a family-school compact focused on student 
achievement.

· 5. Make it a policy that teachers send home materials, such as 
interactive homework assignments, at least once a month to help 
families work with their children.
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Ultimate Goal

·Families and school staff continuously 

collaborate to support studentsõ learning and 

healthy development both at home and at 

school, and have regular opportunities to 

strengthen their knowledge and skills to do so 

effectively.
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Conference Hints

ÅMake positive contact at the beginning of the school 

year

ÅStart and end the conference on a positive note

ÅValue the parentsõ home language and culture

ÅCommunicate in such a way that parents can 

understand ðleave out the school jargon and acronyms

ÅReview the School-Parent-Student Compact

ÅHold conferences and meetings at times and places that 

are convenient

ÅGet the word out about parent activities!
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10 Things Parents Wish Teachers Knew

·1. We send you the best child we have each and 

everyday.  He may not be perfect, but we love him and 

want him to be successful.

·2.  Talk to us.  We need open and regular 

communication, through newsletters, phone calls, email 

and conferences as needed.

·3. Donõt surprise us.  Let us know why youõve asked to 

see us before we get to school.  Give us plenty of notice 

if my child will be getting a failing grade and why.

·4. Tell the truth about what is happening at school, even 

if the news is bad...might also add a positive, if possible.

·5. Get to know my child: likes, dislikes, passions, 

struggles
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6. Keep an open mind about my child, even if  he comes 

with one or more labels.

7. Never break a confidence or gossip about parents and 

students in the faculty loungeéor anywhere else.

8. Keep your promises and follow up on progress after 

our meetings

9. Expect us to care, even if we donõt have a formal 

education and our child gets a free lunch; donõt talk 

down to us.

10. If at all possible,  schedule conferences at times when 

working parents can get there.
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What teachers wished parents knew

1. Involved parents tend to have productive students.

2. Reading is the basis for all learningéread everyday.  

Have material for students to read at home.

3. Encourage child to do their best in school each day.

4. Support school rules for consistent behavior.

5. Call teachers as soon as a problem becomes apparent.

6. Alcohol, tobacco, bullying and violence are problems 

as serious as drug abuse.

7. Probably everything you hear isnõt exactly as it 

happened.
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8. Students who are involved in activities at school  

usually are more successful in academics.

9. Help students get a good night sleep.  A sleepy child 

does not learn as well.

10. Students should be at school everyday unless they are 

really sick.  Missing only a few days can cause a gap in 

learning.

We really are here to provide the best education possible 

for your child and hope to see you at the parent 

activities and trainings throughout the year.  
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In a Title IA school, parents have the 

following rights:

·Parents have the right be involved in the Title I, Part A 
Program throughé

ƁEvaluation and Planning and Implementation of the 
program

ƁActivities for the parents in order to better prepare 
their child in their education

ƁEvaluate/Review and Approve the Title I, Part A Parent 
Involvement Policy for campus and LEA. 

18



ƁBeing informed on the level of achievement of their 
child

ƁBeing informed if their child has been taught by a non 
highly qualified teacher for 4 or more consecutive 
weeks.

ƁEvaluation/Review and Approval of the School-Parent 
Compact

ƁParent-Teacher Conferences

ƁAssisting teachers, pupil services personnel, principals 
and other in the value and utility of contributions of 
parents.
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NCLB Required Parent Notifications

·Parents must be invited to the Annual Title IA meetings.

·Parents have the right to know teacher and 

paraprofessional qualifications.

·Parents must be informed if their childõs teachers are 

not highly qualified

·Parents must be provided the parental involvement 

policy (LEA and Campus) and the school-parent 

compact each year.

·Parent conferences are required for grades PK-6 and 

for any student who failed any portion of the required 

state assessment.
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