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"Youth Programs helped
my kids develop great
relationships and benefit

from physical, emotional,
and mental health."

- Lusenii Watson, GARNG

"As a spouse and a parent, the GA National Guard
State Youth Program has been one of our saving
graces. My children have learned so much and have
had a blast while doing it! This youth program and the
leaders have been so supportive of my children and
their development, that I'll be forever grateful. | look
forward to their continued growth in this program!"

- Ebony Simpson, GARNG Spouse




MISSION STATEMENT

The mission of the Georgia National Guard State Youth Program is to prepare
our Guard Youth for success in a clynomic, ever evo|ving, g|obo| society. Youth
programs will provide |eodership responsive fo the unique needs of all mi|i’rory
you’rh. We are committed tfo assisting our Guard Youth Jrhrough the facilitation

of programs and services that promote emotional, social, educational,

vocational and character o|eve|opmen’r.

868

YOUTH AND TEENS SERVED

783 ARNG YOUTH
389 AGES 6-12
394 AGES 13-18

29 ANG YOUTH
05 AGES 6-12
24 AGES 13-18

25 ARMY ACTIVE DUTY
25 AGES 6-12

4 ARMY RESERVE
04 AGES 6-12

6 AIR RESERVE
06 AGES 6-12

21 YOUTH AGES 0-5

189 ADULTS
188 ARNG
1 ARMY RESERVE




VOLUNTEERS

Despite COVID restrictions, 110 volunteers
provio|eo| support and facilitated workshops
during Yellow Ribbon events, State Youth
Council meetings, robotics team meetings and
competition and summer camp activities to
complete a fotal of 600 hours of Youth
Program Support. Our volunteer poo|

provide specialized skills and content that

enhance the programming provided to our

you’r|’1.

GOALS
- Provide support for mi|iJr<:1ry yoquh and their

families in coping with the unique cho”enges Jrhey

FCICQ.

- Provide programming that builds |eoo|ersi’1ip,

CIQV@'OpS resi|iency OHOI promo’res l’]@OH’I’]y CI’]OiCQS.

- Educate the community on the cho”enges and

needs of mi|i’rory children and their families.

. Deve|op community por’merships that meet the

needs of mi|i’rory children and their families.

. Expand you’rh programming to meet the chonging

needs of all you’rh served.

MRT PROGRAM

GA National Guard utilizes the Master Resiliency
Training (MRT) cu rriculum with its State Youth
Council participants and their you’rh |eoo|ership
partners. During virtual State Youth Council
meetings, 9 youi‘h, ages 12-18, por’ricipq’red in7
MRT's that covered topics such as goal setting, self-
regu|o+ion, mental ogi|i’ry, energy management and

optimism.



2021 BEST PRACTICES

REGION 4 SYC LITERACY PROJECT: Our most recent efforts with
you’rl’] projects has been in por’mership with yoquh |eoo|ership from other

states in our region. This year Youth from Alabama State Teen Panel and
State Youth Council members from Georgia piloted a Literacy Project by
starting a Book Club. This effort provio|e0| the opportunity for consistent
connections with you’rh from our region beyond their sing|e interaction at the
Region Youth Symposiums. This project also served to promote interest in

reading for our teens. Leadership teens from Mississippi, North Carolina

and Ken’rucky will be added in the next fiscal year.

PEER MENTORSHIP: Peer men’rorship continues to be one of our youﬂ’]

progroms' best practices. This year our State Youth Council and veteran

robotics’ team members served as peer mentors, on a virtual p|oh(orm, and
worked vir’ruo”y with 84 civilian you’rh from middle schools in California and
Boston. This enabled our Youth to o|eve|op their |eodership skills and
educate the community on the role mi|i’rory o|e|oeno|en+s serve as their

parents are deployed.

FOLLOW US ON SOCIAL MEDIA

Subscribe ..i
1}
o)

Georgia National Guard GeorgiaGuardYouth
State Youth Program @YouthProgramsGA  @GeorgiaGuardYouth Program.com



https://www.facebook.com/GeorgiaGuardYouth/
https://www.instagram.com/georgiaguardyouth/
https://www.youtube.com/feed/my_videos
https://www.georgiaguardfamilyprogram.org/common/content.asp?PAGE=454

STATE YOUTH COUNCIL
QOur 1I-member State Youth Council has been

working to utilize virtual p|oh(orms to eﬂ(ecﬁve|y
practice and o|eve|op |eoo|ership skills learned
during youth program workshops. In addition to
their men’rorship of youH’] in STEM in Boston and
California, which our SYC members conducted 6 i}

robotics menJrorship sessions with middle school yoquh from those states, our SYC

por’ricipo’red in 3 sessions of a book club pi|o’r with SYC yoquh in Alabama and
partnered with 4-H to begin work on a movie project to address the challenges

faced by you’rh o|uring the pondemic which Jrhey met for 12 project sessions.

YOUTH SPOTLIGHT

e 20 National Guard Youth ages 12-1/ attended our movie camp this summer at
the Og|e’rhorpe Armory in Ellenwood. Comp participants, who were also
mentored by our State Youth Council members, comp|e+eo| an advertisement

c|i|o that promo+ed resi|iency.

o 5 National Guard Youth participated in the virtual Adventist First Robotics
Lego league (FLL) and won the Breakthrough Award for their efforts.

e 221 National Guard Youth were supporJer in our directorates Christmas

/A\SSiSJfO nce Prog ram.

« 125 National Guard Youth attended and porﬁcipoﬁred in 1 virtual robotics camps,
1 Movie Comp, 1 Piano Comp, 1 Starbase Comp, 1 Robotics Virtual Compeﬁﬁon,
1 MOMC Mural Project, 13 State Youth Council meetings, 5 Movie Club
Meetings, 1 Christmas Birdhouse Project, 5 SYC Book Club meetings.

e 57 National Guard Youth ages 6-17 participated in 6 National Guard Yellow
Ribbon Events supporJred by Youth Progroms




For More Information on the Georgia National Guard
Youth Program Please Contact:

Mark Richards, BA, MA

Lead Child and Youth Program Coordinator
Georgia National Guard
Military Family Support Branch

Office: (678) 569-5761
Cell: (404) 308-0208

Email: Mark.d.richards17.nfg@mail.mil

YOUTH PROGRAM PARTNERS

The Georgio National Guard State Youth Progrom has established and maintained effective
por’merships that have contributed to the support of Mi|i+ory yoquh Jrhroughoqu the state of

Georgio.

PSOFIRST

GeorgiaFIRST Robotics

Peach State Starbase facilitated a
virtual summer camp that provided
youth participants in the 4th and 5th
grade with educational classes and
extension activities in the areas of
science, technology, math &

aeronautics.

Georgia FIRST Robotics provided
support in the facilitation of 1robotics
camp and 2 robotics competitions that
served over 50 youth participants.

Georgia 4-H has provided support for
our Robotics Teams and State Youth

Council Program.

Glymph & Associates hosted a Back to
School Bash virtual event as well as

Melissa Wood, BA, M.ED

Child and Youth Program Coordinator

Georgia National Guard

Military Family Support Branch

Office: (678) 569-5761

Cell: (770) 891-3605

Email: GeorgiaGuardYouthProgram@gmail.com

SPC LaBarron R. Williams

Family Programs Support Specialist
Georgia National Guard

Military Family Support Branch
Office: (678) 569-5761

Cell: (404)599-6542

Email: SPCWilliams.FP@gmail.com

The Eddie Lee Wilkins Association
facilitated a virtual summer camp that
provided youth participants with
basketball, health, and wellness classes
along with Q&A sessions with current
and former NCAA/Professional
basketball players.

The Mindful Child provided yoga and
relaxation workshops for youth
participants at Yellow Ribbon events,
Youth Symposiums, and summer
camps which supported our Health &

Wellness initiatives.

Foundation for Hospital Art partner
with Youth Programs to design the

F"“"""“"“"i;‘fﬂﬂ‘l& murals, painted by Military Dependents,
to be displayed in Military facilities
across the state of Georgia.

NP B

o

% Focus On The People hosted two virtual
< music camps, including a beginners piano

conducting workshops at various I camp and an intermediate recording
camp, while also desighing music

PEOPI-E recording workshops at various Yellow
Ribbon events throughout the year.

Yellow Ribbon events.



