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and their families during all cycles of
deployment through youth develop-
ment, advocacy, resource referral and
community outreach.

CYS and Family Readiness training

Program Goals

« Focus on providing peer to peer opportunities while building social, cognitive and
emotional abilities

« Research resources & scholarships for National Guard youth

« Educate the community about the effects of the emotional cycle of deployment on mil-
itary youth & their families

« Collaborate with schools to identify military students within their classrooms, and pro-
vide character building & resilience to that population

What I like about our Military Support Group...

“It’s comforting knowing I’m not the only mili-
tary kid in my grade.”

“Getting to interact with my military friends ea
month and check in on my battle buddy.”

- 6th Grader Wanamaker Elementary -5th grader at Pauline South Intermediate

Battle Buddy Activity for Military Support Group Month of the Military Child Activity at Auburn
Elementary




This year’s council was comprised of 10 remarkable youths, 8 Army and 2 Air. Monthly
conference calls were conducted and regular emails were exchanged to ensure good com-
munications all around the state. In FY21 our Teen Council had a different type of year
due to Covid-19. With our Teen Symposiums cancelled due to Covid-19 we turned our fo-
cus to Hunting the Good Stuff and Goal Setting for the virtual school year. We wanted our
Teen Council to set goals that they could accomplish this past year during their virtual
schooling.

“Being part of the Teen Council the past four years‘lﬂ
been wonderful. The friendships I have built and continue

to have with other members has truly made me appreciate
my time on the council. I will always remember my time
as part of the Kansas Teen Council,”

k - Delaney Williams, Graduating Class of 2022
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Senior Teen Council Member Delanéy
Williams

“Being part of the Teen Council has allowed me to dem
friendships with other military teens that also live an unique

lifestyle as myself. The Teen Council has given me multiple
ways to serve the community and be a part of something bigger
than myself. I am grateful for the lifelong friends I have made.” \@(

. Senior Teen Council Member Sarah
- Sarah Vanstory, Graduating Class of 2022 cnior Teen Touner Fember sara

Vanstory

MRT Topics Teen Council Participants

Goal Setting 10 Kansas Teen Council members participated in our

Goal Setting training. We had the teens set goals for their
virtual school year.

Hunt the Good Stuff 10 Kansas Teen Council members participated in Hunt
the Good Stuff. We would have the teens share some-

thing good during our Zoom calls that either happened

to them or that they saw.



2 a different way to reach our military youth. We used monthly activity

"| packets that included a resilience tip of the month, that we would send
to our school counselors and the counselors would pass along to the

| youth. By doing this it allowed us to continue that relationship we have
built over the last decade and to show the schools our continued support
of our military youth. Our goal is to continue utilizing these packets
once schools have resumed to continue to keep youth and families that
do not attend our school groups, involved with our program.
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Social Media Outreach

During Covid-19 we used our Facebook group to do a lot of at

home activities such as, Kids in the kitchen, family game night,
family movie nights, and at home STEM activities. With our in
person events being either cancelled or postponed due to Covid-
19, using our Facebook page has allowed us to still reach those

families just in a different way. On top of using our Facebook e i
page we have started to use monthly activity packets. These pack-
ets include an activity for the families to participate in together,
healthy recipes, and family exercises. We plan to continue to ex-
plore new ways to reach our families virtually even once our in
person events start back up.
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2016 Inclusive Schools Network

“It means a great deal to me and the students that you all continued to provide
military students during the difficult year we just had. Myself and our military students
happy when we got to have our Month of the Military Child support group. I think it is amaz-
ing that you can recognize each of their situations which allows them to feel like they are

supported and are not alone.”

- Heather Gilliland Auburn Elementary School Counselor



9- Teen Council Zoom Calls

1- Overnight camp with the Oklahoma Child
& Youth Program

Month of the Military Child Activity at Auburn
Elementary
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The Shawnee Heights school dis-
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Kansas Child & Youth Participants

Volunteer Highlights

The Kansas National Guard Child and Youth Program has had another successful
year thanks to the time and talents donated by our incredible volunteers.

e Our Volunteers include military kids, parents, retired community leaders and
Service Members

Most are repeat volunteers that look forward to attending the same events
every year

94 people volunteered to support military youth and their families during
FY21

The cost saving provided by volunteer support is invaluable. The Bureau of
Labor and Statistics estimates the value of a volunteer hour as $28.54. In
2021 volunteers provided 56 hours of service, totaling $1,598.24.

Contact Information

Keven Courtney chj]dth Nadia Elie
ou

Lead Child & Youth Program Coordinator p%&rgram Child & Youth Program Coordinator
Office: 785-646-0184 ainznationalguard Office: 785-646-0185

Email: Keven.s.courtney.ctr@mail.mil Email: Nadia.b.elie.ctr@mail. mil



