Why is it important to understand and incorporate students’ Funds of Knowledge into your teaching?
· How can getting to know students’ cultural backgrounds, interests, family roles, and lived experiences help you plan meaningful, inclusive lessons? Getting to know students' cultural backgrounds and experiences can help them trust me more. In addition, lessons could be designed around various strengths and skills the students possess. I was subbing recently for an elementary Special Ed class whose students were on the spectrum. I noticed that one boy who seemed mostly unreachable kept humming melodies. Though I only had that one day with him, it occurred to me that somehow his musical aptitude might be a way to reach him.
· Reflect on any specific strategies or ideas you gained from the videos that you would like to apply in your classroom.
· There were some strategies suggested in the video that seemed workable. I like the idea of investigating a topic, and positioning it as a sort of detective search. That would make it more fun for students. It could also help them see themselves as part of a team, embarking on a shared mission. So this concept could be built up as an adventure. In my adult "Improv and Creativity" class, I presented the idea of their creating a symposium on a topic. They responded well, and decided on, "How to Handle Discrimination in the Workplace/Workspace". Two loquacious guys volunteered to be panelists, a genial woman volunteered to be host, and two hard workers became organizers. The HopeU Life Skills Education Department is printing flyers, and the Media Team will provide a camera crew. So it's an example of how a class can come together with energy and enthusiasm on a project.
You are encouraged to make connections to your own experiences from earlier course activities and consider how Funds of Knowledge can empower students and enrich classroom learning.
 
