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TEACHING STRATEGIES, LESSON DELIVERY, AND ASSESSMENT          
· Quality of student/teacher relationship?
· Enthusiastic?
· Student Friendly and Inviting Tone?
· All students are recognized?
· All students have a voice and opportunity to respond?
· Modeling/Demonstrating?
· Scaffolding?
· Building background? 
· Making real life connections?
· Checking for Understanding?
· Culturally Relevant Assessments (not biased)?
‘Things to Notice’
Cultural Diversity in Schools EDUC-X 425.02


LEARNER/ ENGAGEMENT
Are students motivated by the relevance of the content?
Are they active participants?
Are they active listeners?





CLASSROOM ENVIRONMENT
Student-Centered?
Opportunities for relevant conversation encouraged?
Low stress environment?
Culturally Relevant Posters?







HIGH QUALITY LESSON
· Culturally relevant lesson?	 Objectives & learning goals obvious/ stated?
· Clear understandable opening hook? Motivating topic? Phases of lesson evident? Direct instruction? Scaffolding of ideas? Transition between activities?
 

     Closing review 
   
	








MATERIALS
Interesting realia?
Charts/Graphs/Visuals?
Culturally Relevant Posters?
Adapted Technology?













Observation Report


Report



Observation Guidelines: An Observation Report from each core class is required. Question #6 on the Observation Sheet will be specific to each class and provided by the instructor.
· Name:					William Hoversten-Davis

· Class: 					Montebello Community Adult School

· Date:					April 29, 2026		

· In- person 				In-person

· Class subject observed:  		English grammar and pronunciation

· Class level:				English 1 & 2

· Teacher’s name: 			Violet Contreras

· Amount of time in observation:	90 minutes

General Notes While Observing 

General 


Take notes during your observation.
Use the Things to Notice sheet for guidance.
Pay particular attention to: 


· Learner Engagement: Not so many questions asked of them, but students were attentive. 		

· High Quality Lesson: Thorough coverage of past tense verbs and pronunciation, held their interest.

· Teaching Strategies and Lesson Delivery: Connection with student identity. Teacher mainly located at the front, the teacher did walk around from time to time.

· Materials: The teacher used a marker on the whiteboard extensively. She also passed out a multipage worksheet on Simple Past Tense Regular Verbs. This was a hybrid class, with seven students joining online. At some points the teacher used her phone to take photos of what she wrote on the board, then texted or emailed them to the online contingent.

· Classroom Environment: This adult class (scheduled from 6 p.m. to 9 p.m.) had a relaxed atmosphere, with students entering as much as a half-hour late and simply taking their seats. The mood was serious and respectful, though. It's quite possible that some of the students may have been coming directly from work.






Essay Response





Answer the questions below. 

Learning Strategies

1. What did you learn about culturally relevant teaching from this observation? Include at least one in – text citation from the current class readings to support your response. 

The teacher taught this class in Spanish to an entirely Spanish-speaking classroom. In the Week 4 Lecture Notes, "Language, Culture, and Power in Education", the observation is made that: "Translanguaging affords the opportunity to use home language practices, different as they may be from those of school, to appropriate content and knowledge, as well as to practice the language of school for academic purposes." So I saw this technique in practice. Not only grammar but pronunciation were thoroughly covered. The teacher did a good deal of modeling and had them repeat certain sticking points for Spanish ELLs, e.g., she emphasized that her name was pronounced "Violet", not "Biolet". The teacher spent a good amount of time on the "Simple Past Tense: Regular Verbs" worksheet, making sure everyone was completing it alright. She gave students a way to remember pronunciation of past tense verbs like "wait-ed" or "visit-ed" by thinking of the male nickname "Ed".

2. What have you learned from this observation that relates to your current TESOL class? 
	One strategy from my course work and readings was building connection through identity and trust. The teacher was firmly 	rooted in the Hispanic culture and thus could relate to all the students. She told me privately of her own journey to take 	classes toward an advanced degree while she was working fulltime - and thus had something else in common with many of 	her students. In addition, because of her background, she had a personal understanding of the most common pitfalls for 	Spanish speakers learning the English language.
	
	Another strategy was using the approach of biculturalism; the teacher comfortably explained concepts in both English 	and Spanish, putting students of different proficiency levels at ease.

	One drawback was when the teacher neglected the classroom to attend to her online students on the computer screen. This 	was about a five minute period when she leaned in to hear the computer and her back was turned to the class, who then 	chatted amongst themselves. This situation might have been improved by having her computer connected to a speaker so 	students in the classroom could hear clearly the questions asked by the online students.

Connecting to TESOL Classwork

3. Discuss the learner engagement for this lesson. 
	
	The teacher did not begin with a definite start or greeting. Instead she sort of casually eased into it by initially conversing 	with the two men and two women in the back row. The teacher allowed students to ask questions but did not initiate 	questions for them. But there was decorum in the classroom, and all students had a serious attitude and were attentive. It 	was apparent they were there to learn.

4. Were there informal assessments (checking for understanding) during this lesson that prove understanding and clarity on the part of the student? 
	The teacher situated herself mainly at the front of the classroom, but also took a few turns walking around the class. She 	generally asked if there were questions at different points, but didn't direct questions to certain students specifically. Her 	approach seemed more relaxed that I have observed elsewhere. I did wonder if she might have had even better results with 	additional assessments. If I were teaching a similar class, I might have directed questions to specific individuals, even making 	a fun activity of it. For example, I might have written a question on the board and asked a student either to answer it or 	come up and "be" me and ask that question of someone else. Then students could switch and take turns asking 	someone else. That might increase alertness and add a physical component to the process.

Things to Remember 

5. Is there something from this observation that really stands out?  
	What impressed me most about this lesson was the way the teacher took advantage of my presence to provide additional 	learning opportunities for her students - even though my knowledge of Spanish was minimal. When mention was made of 	differences in word meanings in the same language in different countries, she explained that some Spanish words acceptable 	in one country, for example Mexico, are considered "bad" in other countries like Venezuela. I recounted being in Spain, 	where juice is expressed as "zumo" instead of "jugo". And the students were amused when I mentioned that a car's "trunk" 	in the U.S. is a "boot" in Britain. They were impressed by my Spanish accent however. When they asked me which was easier 	to learn, English or Spanish, I said Spanish - because of its Latin roots and proximity to other Romance languages.

Current Classwork

6. Based on the classroom environment, did you find the space to be designed to be inclusive of all learners (race cultures, special needs, genders, religions, SES, etc)? In other words, is it a culturally relevant environment? 

The classroom was accessible by a handicap ramp. In addition, it was being taught as a hybrid class - which would have allowed anyone with physical impairments to attend virtually. In addition to the seven online students, there were seven adult men and six adult women present in the classroom. The room was well-lit, with four rows of two tables each. The walls of the room were adorned with brightly colored posters - appealing to both kids and adults - that illustrated parts of speech or the weather. The most recent holiday, Easter, was represented on the wall by secular pictures of colored eggs and the Easter Bunny, rather than through a religious lens. A yellow sign designed to look like a traffic sign contained the message, "Good character counts," while a larger poster listed a dozen helpful aspirations such as "We are a team," "We respect each other," "We make good choices," etc. Maps on the wall included a U.S. electoral map and a map of the countries in Central and South America. There was also an American flag attached to the wall. The classroom seemed to me culturally relevant and inclusive of all learners.



