Wk 4 discussion
 Choose two questions and post your answers in Week 4  this discussion forum:
1.  If you are a proficient speaker of another language (or have studied another language), describe what would be typical difficulties in pronouncing English sounds for the speakers of that language.
2. The sound and spelling of English do not match exactly. For example the sound /sh/ like the one in the word shirt can be spelled 14 different ways. What are these fourteen different ways? Challenge yourself, don't google it! 
3. If you are working on your answers later in the week, the spelling of /sh/ may be exhausted, so you can work on finding out five (or more ways) the sound /k/ is spelled. (Please do either #2 or #3, not both  as your only answers.)
4. What are the best strategies to teach English pronunciation to English learners? What are some factors to keep in mind?
Due date: First answer - Wednesday, Jan. 28, all work completed (both answers and comments) by Sunday Feb.1, 2026.
Bill Hoversten-Davis
Feb 2 4:52pm
Reply from Bill Hoversten-Davis
The sound and spelling of English do not match exactly. For example the sound /sh/ like the one in the word shirt can be spelled 14 different ways. What are these fourteen different ways? 
1. sh - shift
2. ch - chateau
3. si -  special
4. si - mansion
5. ti - caution
6. s -  sugar
7. sch - eschew
8. ss - issue
9. sshhh
10. psh - pshaw
11. c - ocean
12. s - nauseous
I know #9 may raise questions, but I included it because it is a word (and a TV series!), and there are very few similar constructions for other sounds.
_______
If you are working on your answers later in the week, the spelling of /sh/ may be exhausted, so you can work on finding out five (or more ways) the sound /k/ is spelled. 
1. k - ask
2. ch - chasm
3. c - academia
4. ck - acknowledge
5. kh - khaki
6. qu - unique
7. x - excited 
I included #7 because its letter “c” is picking up the “s” sound, leaving the “x” to give us the “k” sound. In contrast, the word “exited” would not work here.
______________
If you are a proficient speaker of another language (or have studied another language), describe what would be typical difficulties in pronouncing English sounds for the speakers of that language.
Having studied French and had numerous conversations with French natives, I have found some common difficulties:
“i” is often used to pronounce English words the way it is used to pronounce French words, that is, “ee”. So no matter the number of times I introduce myself as “Bill”, I hear my name pronounced “Beel”. I even have a running joke with a friend of mine who lives outside of Paris: I sometimes sign my email “Beel”.
Another mispronunciation is the word “law” - which many French people pronounce “low”. I have no idea why this is so common, however.
The letters “th” are often pronounced closer to a shortened “t” sound rather than the English “th” sound.
Another challenge is the aspirate “h” - so we may hear a French speaker say, “Ee ‘as done eet.” (He has done it.)
 


Vanny Love (She/Her/Hers)
Feb 1 10:43am| Last reply Feb 1 3:08pm
Reply from Vanny Love
What strategies will be effective when teaching English pronunciation to English learners? What are some factors to consider when planning to teach pronunciation to English learners?
As a basis for this conversation, I am focusing on the article titled "How to Teach Pronunciation: Level Appropriate Suggestions on Teaching English Pronunciation SkillsLinks to an external site." written by Kenneth Beare. This article is a treasure trove of information, especially for new teachers who are still figuring out how to work with non-native speakers.
Beare separates different strategies for working with learners at all levels of English proficiency. He even lists “Key Takeaways” at the start of his article. As I read the article, I became completely immersed in a wonderful set of links full of tips and tricks to use when working with learners of different levels. All of the links he provided are fantastic resources, as well. The first link I came across was one on Grammar ChantsLinks to an external site., based on the work of NYU ESL professor Carolyn GrahamLinks to an external site.. I then located a YouTubeLinks to an external site. video of her at work, Teaching Jazz Chants - Carolyn Graham. I loved how she took the sounds and rhythms of real life and mixed those with her love for jazz. This is something that I could definitely use in the classroom, especially with Level 1 learners.
Beare also addresses intermediate learners in terms of word and sentence stress patterns, which I now feel I better understand after reading this article. Kenneth Beare has another article titled "How to Stress Syllables in English.Links to an external site." It is particularly helpful because it contains hyperlinks to audio examples of syllabic breakdown that are quite interesting to listen to. After reading it, I better understand why "To improve your pronunciation, focus on clearly pronouncing the stressed syllable" (Beare, "How to Stress").
Beare also discusses advanced ESL students, which was particularly insightful for me. Because I have limited experience with advanced learners, I appreciate the lesson plans that he included to help challenge them. At this level, the focus is primarily on improving pronunciation for fluency. The article states that:
By focusing on the stress-timed factor in English—the fact that only content words such as proper nouns, principal verbs, adjectives, and adverbs receive the "stress" —students will soon begin sounding like they are more "natural" as the cadence of the language becomes natural.(Beare, "How to Teach")
I think that improving this rhythmic cadence of the language is a major goal for non-native speakers at this level.
While the article presents many strategies, I have focused on three that I observed over the last year and a half spent volunteering at a multi-level ESL program. One of my mentors taught vocabulary in playful ways to Level 0 learners. For example, she used the song "Head, Shoulders, Knees, and Toes"Links to an external site.to complete a unit on body parts. Although the students were adults, everyone participated, laughed, and got involved!
For Level 1 learners, another mentor I worked with modified the morning calendar activity. Since the class was studying past and present tenses along with the days of the week, she had students ask each other questions. She modeled the prompts, such as, “Gulam, can you please ask Gannet what day IS today?” or “Vladd, can you please ask Irina, 'What day WAS yesterday?'” My mentor clapped out the syllables as she asked the questions. It was amazing to see all the learning — syllable breakdown, intonation, and verb tenses — packed into one activity.
My primary interaction with advanced learners comes from language assessments. I assess students using a rubric that progresses from simple to complex questions. While assessing advanced learners, I listen to their ability to apply linguistic skills in rhythm — including vocabulary, verb usage, and cadence. Often, these students have studied English extensively through reading and writing, but the game changer is whether they have used English to communicate in school or at jobs. Ultimately, practical fluency is the goal.
There was so much information presented in the article that I felt comfortable narrowing my comments to only what resonated with my experiences. As a side note, I was glad to learn about Professor Graham; her enthusiasm for helping both ESL students and student teachers was evident throughout the article.
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