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Welcome to St. James! 

Founded in 1750, the year 2025 celebrated our 275th anniversary of being God’s 
church. We’re so glad you’re here! We pray you feel warmly welcomed as we 
gather to celebrate God’s unconditional love in Jesus Christ. He who is the same, 
yesterday, today, and forever! 
 
If you are visiting today: Thank you for joining us today! If you have any 
questions, please ask! Pastor Levi and the members of our church-community 
would be glad to help you out. Please sign the guest book or complete a hospitality 
card located in the pew racks. 
To the parents of our younger children please: 
Sit towards the front so the little ones can see and hear all that is going on and 
quietly explain parts of the service and what pastor, ushers, etc. are doing. 
Don’t sweat the small stuff-God gave your littles the wiggle, noise and energy they 
have and we don’t want to suppress that in God’s house! Children are always 
welcome here! If you feel as if you need to step out of the service with your child, 
feel free but please come back. As Jesus said, “Let the children come to me.” 
To the members of our church please: 
Welcome children and their parents-their presence is a sign our congregation is 
growing and a gift to us all. 
 
Following along in the bulletin: *indicates the congregation stands. In our 
liturgical worship, bold words are spoken by the congregation. LBW refers to 
content found in the green hymnbook Lutheran Book of Worship. WOV refers to 
content found in the blue hymnbook With One Voice. 
 
 Presiding Minister         The Rev. Levi Q. Powers 
 Assisting Minister  Dan Gulick 
 Musician                         Jim Sikra 
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I. GATHERING  
*CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 

The sign of the cross ☩ may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

In the name of the Father and of the ☩Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

Silence for reflection and self-examination. 

God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from 
our sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may 
confess our sin, receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, 
our Savior and Lord.  
Amen. 
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.  
Merciful God, we have sinned in what we have thought and said, in the wrong 
we have done and in the good we have not done. We have sinned in 
ignorance; we have sinned in weakness; we have sinned through our own 
deliberate fault. We are truly sorry. We repent and turn to you. Forgive us, for 
our Savior Christ's sake, and renew our lives to the glory of your name. 
Amen.  
God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us 

alive together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of ☩ Jesus 

Christ, your sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with power through the 
Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your heart through faith.  
Amen.  
 

*GATHERING HYMN: ELW 556 – Morning Has Broken 
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*GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
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CANTICLE OF PRAISE: Glory to God 
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*PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Prayer concludes: Amen.  
 

II. WORD 
 
FIRST READING: Hosea 5:15-6:6 
A reading from Hosea.  
15 I will return again to my place 
  until they acknowledge their guilt and seek my face. 
  In their distress they will beg my favor: 
 6:1 “Come, let us return to the Lord, 
  for it is he who has torn, and he will heal us; 
  he has struck down, and he will bind us up. 
 2 After two days he will revive us; 
  on the third day he will raise us up, 
  that we may live before him. 
 3 Let us know, let us press on to know the Lord; 
  his appearing is as sure as the dawn; 
 he will come to us like the showers, 
  like the spring rains that water the earth.” 
 4 What shall I do with you, O Ephraim? 
  What shall I do with you, O Judah? 
 Your love is like a morning cloud, 
  like the dew that goes away early. 
 5 Therefore I have hewn them by the prophets; 
  I have killed them by the words of my mouth, 
  and my judgment goes forth as the light. 
 6 For I desire steadfast love and not sacrifice, 
  the knowledge of God rather than burnt offerings. 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 

PSALM: 50:7-15 
7 “Listen, my people, and I will speak: Israel, I will bear witness against you; 
  for I am God, your God. 
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 8 I do not accuse you because of your sacrifices; 
  your burnt offerings are always before me. 
 9 I will not accept a calf from your stalls, 
  nor goats from your pens; 
 10 for all the wild animals of the forest are mine, 
  the cattle on a thousand hills.  
 11 I know every bird of the mountains, 
  and the creatures of the fields are mine. 
 12 If I were hungry, I would not tell you, 
  for the whole world is mine and all that is in it. 
 13 Do you think I eat the flesh of bulls, 
  or drink the blood of goats? 
 14 Offer to God a sacrifice of thanksgiving 
  and make good your vows to the Most High. 
 15 Call upon me in the day of trouble; 
  I will deliver you, and you shall honor me.  
 
SECOND READING: Romans 4:13-25 
A reading from Romans. 
13 The promise that he would inherit the world did not come to Abraham or to his 
descendants through the law but through the righteousness of faith. 14 For if it is the 
adherents of the law who are to be the heirs, faith is null and the promise is 
void. 15 For the law brings wrath, but where there is no law, neither is there 
transgression. 
  16 For this reason the promise depends on faith, in order that it may rest on 
grace, so that it may be guaranteed to all his descendants, not only to the adherents 
of the law but also to those who share the faith of Abraham (who is the father of all 
of us, 17 as it is written, “I have made you the father of many nations”), in the 
presence of the God in whom he believed, who gives life to the dead and calls into 
existence the things that do not exist. 18 Hoping against hope, he believed that he 
would become “the father of many nations,” according to what was said, “So shall 
your descendants be.” 19 He did not weaken in faith when he considered his own 
body, which was already as good as dead (for he was about a hundred years old), 
and the barrenness of Sarah’s womb. 20 No distrust made him waver concerning the 
promise of God, but he grew strong in his faith as he gave glory to God, 21 being 
fully convinced that God was able to do what he had promised. 22 Therefore “it was 
reckoned to him as righteousness.”  
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23 Now the words, “it was reckoned to him,” were written not for his sake alone 24 but 
for ours also. It will be reckoned to us who believe in him who raised Jesus our Lord 
from the dead, 25 who was handed over for our trespasses and was raised for our 
justification. 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 

GOSPEL READING: Matthew 9:9-13, 18-26 
The holy gospel according to St. Matthew. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
9 As Jesus was walking along, he saw a man called Matthew sitting at the tax-
collection station, and he said to him, “Follow me.” And he got up and followed him. 
  10 And as he sat at dinner in the house, many tax collectors and sinners came 
and were sitting with Jesus and his disciples. 11 When the Pharisees saw this, they 
said to his disciples, “Why does your teacher eat with tax collectors and 
sinners?” 12 But when he heard this, he said, “Those who are well have no need of a 
physician, but those who are sick. 13 Go and learn what this means, ‘I desire mercy, 
not sacrifice.’ For I have not come to call the righteous but sinners.” 
  18 While he was saying these things to them, suddenly a leader came in and knelt 
before him, saying, “My daughter has just died, but come and lay your hand on her, 
and she will live.” 19 And Jesus got up and followed him, with his disciples. 20 Then 
suddenly a woman who had been suffering from a flow of blood for twelve years 
came up behind him and touched the fringe of his cloak,  
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21 for she was saying to herself, “If I only touch his cloak, I will be made 
well.” 22 Jesus turned, and seeing her he said, “Take heart, daughter; your faith has 
made you well.” And the woman was made well from that moment.  
23 When Jesus came to the leader’s house and saw the flute players and the crowd 
making a commotion, 24 he said, “Go away, for the girl is not dead but sleeping.” 
And they laughed at him. 25 But when the crowd had been put outside, he went in 
and took her by the hand, and the girl got up. 26 And the report of this spread 
through all of that district. 
The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ.  
 
 
SERMON 
 
*HYMN OF THE DAY: WOV 738 – Healer of Our Every Ill 
 
*APOSTLES’ CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended into hell. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 
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*PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Each petition ends: “…God of grace, hear our prayer.”  
Prayers conclude: Amen. 
 
 
*Peace  
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 
 
The people may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace, and may say, 
“Peace be with you,” or similar words. 
The assembly is seated. 
 
 

III. THE LORD’S SUPPER 
 
OFFERTORY 

 
 
 
*OFFERING VERSE: ELW 465 – As the Grains of Wheat 
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*OFFERING PRAYER 
Prayer concludes: Amen.  
 
*THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
Together with the bread and the cup we receive the body and the blood of Christ. 
We invite all baptized Christians to this sacrament. Children and adults who do not 
yet receive Holy Communion are invited to come forward with arms folded for a 
blessing. If you need communion brought to you, please let an usher know.  
We commune in tables of 10-15 people. The pastor will give you the bread, an 
assistant will give you a cup. Then two will come to pour into your cup-the first with 
grape juice, the second with wine. Whoever partakes receives orally the body and 
blood of Jesus Christ.  
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It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise…Here the minister continues with the preface for the day, 
concluding: …we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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*THE WORDS OF GIFT 
In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new testament in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
 
*THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 
 

*INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
 
COMMUNION  
When giving the bread and cup, the communion ministers say 
The body of Christ, given for you. 
The blood of Christ, shed for you. 
and each person may respond 
Amen. 
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LAMB OF GOD 

 
 
*POST COMMUNION SONG: ELW 200 – Now, Lord 
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*POST COMMUNION PRAYER 
Prayer concludes: Amen.  
 
 

IV. SENDING 
*BLESSING 
Prayer concludes: Amen. 
 
*SENDING SONG:  WOV 673 – I’m So Glad Jesus Lifted Me 
 
*DISMISSAL  
Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

 
 

Worship Helpers: Joanne Willauer will be coordinating the monthly schedule. 
Please contact her at 610-393-6317 or jdwillauer@rcn.com with your available 

dates! 
 
 

Social Ministry Donation Collections for June: Stock the Shelves for Summer 
Focus items: Chili, soups with meat, crackers, graham crackers 
These items are most needed for our local food pantries.  
Also – school supply collection beginning May 31 through August 9 
 
 

Join us at 11am for the celebration in honor of Pastor Levi and                             
Pastor Kat’s wedding. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:jdwillauer@rcn.com
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

• Tuesday, June 9: Both Social Ministry and Property Committees meet 10am 
at the church 

• Friday, June 12: Memorial service of Bob Wismer 11am at Doyle-Devlin 
Funeral home, 695 Corliss Ave in Phillipsburg. Visitation will begin at 10am. 

• Sunday, June 14: Northwest Cluster Potluck Picnic 3pm-7pm. Crossroads 
Camp and Conference Center, Port Murray, NJ.  

 
UPCOMING 

 

• Sunday, August 16: Outdoor Service at Thomas Stewart Park at 9am, 112 
Greenwich St., Stewartsville.  

 
 
 
THIS WEEK’S WORSHIP HELPERS(6/7) 
Usher/Greeter: Jon Slaton 
Lector: Sue Hazelton 
Altar Guild: Steve Stocker 
Tellers: Steve Stocker 
 
 
NEXT SUNDAY’S WORSHIP HELPERS(6/14) 
Usher/Greeter: Harvey Walters 
Lector: Rick Brunsell 
Altar Guild: Steve Stocker 
Tellers: Steve Stocker 

 
Let us remember in prayer: The Family & Friends of Brad Stocker, The Family & 
Friends of Bob Wismer, The Family & Friends of Myrna Pursell, Sally, Jim, Scott, 
Barbara, Shirley, Kevin, Doris, Ron, Keith, Sara, Bob, Gary and those unable to 

attend church service; Mae, Janet, Janice, Alayne and Elsie. 
 

 
 


