Transfiguration of Our Lord
February 15th, 2026

Divine Service 9am

St. James Lutheran Church
1213 US Hwy 22
Phillipsburg, NJ

908.454.2864 www.strawchurch.com strawchurch@gmail.com

4|, Evangelical
;% ;3 Lutheran Church

V| in America


http://www.strawchurch.com/

Welcome to St. James!

Founded in 1750, the year 2025 marks our 275" anniversary of being God’s church.
We’re so glad you’re here! We pray you feel warmly welcomed as we gather to
celebrate God’s unconditional love in Jesus Christ. He who is the same, yesterday,
today, and forever!

If you are visiting today: Thank you for joining us today! If you have any
questions, please ask! Pastor Levi and the members of our church-community
would be glad to help you out. Please sign the guest book or complete a hospitality
card located in the pew racks.

To the parents of our younger children please:

Sit towards the front so the little ones can see and hear all that is going on and
quietly explain parts of the service and what pastor, ushers, etc. are doing.

Don’t sweat the small stuff-God gave your littles the wiggle, noise and energy they
have and we don’t want to suppress that in God’s house! Children are always
welcome here! If you feel as if you need to step out of the service with your child,
feel free but please come back. As Jesus said, “Let the children come to me.”

To the members of our church please:

Welcome children and their parents-their presence is a sign our congregation is
growing and a gift to us all.

Following along in the bulletin: *indicates the congregation stands. In our
liturgical worship, bold words are spoken by the congregation. LBW refers to
content found in the green hymnbook Lutheran Book of Worship. WOV refers to
content found in the blue hymnbook With One Voice.

Presiding Minister The Rev. Levi Q. Powers
Assisting Minister Dan Gulick
Musician Dave Miller



|. GATHERING
*CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION

The sign of the cross *+ may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.

In the name of the Father and of the -+Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires are known, and from whom
no secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy
Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Silence for reflection and self-examination.

Most merciful God,

we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have
sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by
what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we
have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus
Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may
delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name.
Amen.

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake
God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained servant of the church of
Christ, and by Christ’s authority alone, | forgive you the entirety of all your sins, in

the name of the Father and of the +Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

*GATHERING HYMN: LBW 518 — Beautiful Savior

*GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
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In peace, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.
0
D" A
0y o = » o 5
J
Lord, have mer - cy.
0
A
(and
\ \iv —
J
For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of God,
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CANTICLE OF PRAISE: THIS IS THE FEAST

Refrain
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strength, and hon - or, bless - ing, and glo - ry are his.
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*PRAYER OF THE DAY
Prayer concludes: Amen.

I.WORD

FIRST READING: Exodus 24:12-18
A reading from Exodus.

12The Lord said to Moses, “Come up to me on the mountain and wait there; | will
give you the tablets of stone, with the law and the commandment, which | have
written for their instruction.” > So Moses set out with his assistant Joshua, and
Moses went up onto the mountain of God. '* To the elders he had said, “Wait here
for us, until we come back to you. Look, Aaron and Hur are with you; whoever has a
dispute may go to them.”

>Then Moses went up on the mountain, and the cloud covered the
mountain. '® The glory of the Lord settled on Mount Sinai, and the cloud covered it
for six days; on the seventh day he called to Moses out of the cloud. '” Now the
appearance of the glory of the Lord was like a devouring fire on the top of the
mountain in the sight of the Israelites. '® Moses entered the cloud and went up on
the mountain. Moses was on the mountain for forty days and forty nights.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM: Psalm 99
The Psalm is read responsively.
'The Lord is king; let the | people tremble.
The Lord is enthroned upon the cherubim; let | the earth shake.
2The Lord, | great in Zion,
is high a- | bove all peoples.
3 Let them confess God's name, which is | great and awesome;
God is the | Holy One.
40 mighty king, lover of justice, you have es- | tablished equity;
you have executed justice and righteous- | ness in Jacob.
5 Proclaim the greatness of the Lord and fall down be- | fore God's footstool;
God is the | Holy One.
6 Moses and Aaron among your priests, and Samuel among those who call
upon your | name, O Lord;



they called upon you, and you | answered them,
"you spoke to them out of the pil- ! lar of cloud;
they kept your testimonies and the decree | that you gave them.
80 Lord our God, you answered | them indeed;
you were a God who forgave them, yet punished them for their ! evil
deeds.
9 Proclaim the greatness of the Lord and worship upon God's | holy hill;
for the Lord our God is the | Holy One.

SECOND READING: 2 Peter 1:16-21
A reading from 2 Peter.
6 We did not follow cleverly devised myths when we made known to you the power
and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but we had been eyewitnesses of his
majesty. ' For he received honor and glory from God the Father when that voice
was conveyed to him by the Majestic Glory, saying, “This is my Son, my Beloved,
with whom | am well pleased.”
8\We ourselves heard this voice come from heaven, while we were with him on the
holy mountain.

19So we have the prophetic message more fully confirmed. You will do well to be
attentive to this as to a lamp shining in a dark place, until the day dawns and the
morning star rises in your hearts. 2 First of all you must understand this, that no
prophecy of scripture is a matter of one’s own interpretation, 2! because no
prophecy ever came by human will, but men and women moved by the Holy Spirit
spoke from God.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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GOSPEL READING: Matthew 17:1-9

The holy gospel according to St. Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.

1 Six days later, Jesus took with him Peter and James and his brother John and led
them up a high mountain, by themselves. 2 And he was transfigured before them,
and his face shone like the sun, and his clothes became bright as light. 3 Suddenly
there appeared to them Moses and Elijah, talking with him. 4 Then Peter said to
Jesus, “Lord, it is good for us to be here; if you wish, | will set up three tents here,
one for you, one for Moses, and one for Elijah.” ® While he was still speaking,
suddenly a bright cloud overshadowed them, and a voice from the cloud said, “This
is my Son, the Beloved; with him | am well pleased; listen to him!” ¢ When the
disciples heard this, they fell to the ground and were overcome by fear. 7 But Jesus
came and touched them, saying, “Get up and do not be afraid.”

8 And when they raised their eyes, they saw no one except Jesus himself alone.
9 As they were coming down the mountain, Jesus ordered them, “Tell no one
about the vision until after the Son of Man has been raised from the dead.”

The gospel of the Lord.

Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON

*HYMN OF THE DAY: LBW 315 - Love Divine, All Loves Excelling



*NICENE CREED
We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary
and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

*PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Each petition ends: “...Merciful God, receive our prayer.”

Prayers conclude: “Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we
pray, trusting in your mercy; through Jesus Christ, our Savior.” Amen.

9



*Peace
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

The people may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace, and may say,
“Peace be with you,” or similar words.
The assembly is seated.

lIl. THE LORD’S SUPPER

OFFERTORY

Scan the QR Code to give electronically.
An offering plate is in the back of the
sanctuary if you wish to give check or
cash. You are welcome to give to the
ministry of St. James Lutheran Church
freely and spontaneously. There is no
guilt or shame. If you do give, give with
a cheerful heart.

10



*OFFERING VERSE: ELW 188 — Create in Me a Clean Heart
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*OFFERING PRAYER

Prayer concludes: Amen.

*THE GREAT THANKSGIVING

Together with the bread and the cup we receive the body and the blood of Christ.

We invite all baptized Christians to this sacrament. Children and adults who do not
yet receive Holy Communion are invited to come forward with arms folded for a
blessing. If you need communion brought to you, please let an usher know.

We commune in tables of 10-15 people. The pastor will give you the bread, an
assistant will give you a cup. Then two will come to pour into your cup-the first with
grape juice, the second with wine. Whoever partakes receives orally the body and
blood of Jesus Christ.

11
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It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise...Here the minister continues with the preface for the day,
concluding: ...we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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*THE WORDS OF GIFT

In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new testament in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

13



*THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

*INVITATION TO COMMUNION

COMMUNION

When giving the bread and cup, the communion ministers say
The body of Christ, given for you.

The blood of Christ, shed for you.

and each person may respond

Amen.
LAMB OF GOD
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*POST COMMUNION SONG: ELW 313 — O Lord, Now Let Your Servant
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*POST COMMUNION PRAYER
Prayer concludes: Amen.

IV. SENDING
*BLESSING
Blessing concludes: Amen.

*SENDING SONG: WOV 654 — Alleluia, Song of Gladness

*DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Remember the poor.
Thanks be to God.

Worship Helpers: Joanne Willauer will be coordinating the monthly schedule.
Please contact her at 610-393-6317 or jdwillauer@rcn.com with your available
dates!

Social Ministry Donation Collections for February:
Grains and Carbohydrates - These items are most needed for our local
food pantries. Each month we will coordinate with them their needs.

The following charities will be receiving these donations determined by
voting at the Annual Congregational meeting:
o Vets: $550
Habitat for Humanity: $300
DASACC: $400
River of Life $600
Cross Roads: $100
Family Promise: $150
Western District meeting: Saturday, February 28 9:30am-1:30pm at
Redeemer Lutheran Church in Succasunna, NJ. Meet the new Bishop
and discuss matters of the church. Leaders are encouraged to attend.

o O O O O
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If you would like to join us in the meal packing program called Feed My
Starving Children. Volunteers are needed on Saturday, March 7" from
2:30pm-4:30pm at Zion Lutheran Church in Oldwick. Let Pastor know
by Sunday, March 1 if you would like to join.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

e Tuesday 2/17: Church Council 7pm at church
e Wednesday 2/18: Ash Wednesday service 7pm
e Thursday 2/19: Proverbs Bible Study 10am at church

UPCOMING
e Sunday 2/22: Installation of new Council Members
e Saturday 3/7: Church Breakfast 7am-10am
e Wednesday Lenten Services
o Lenten Vespers 2/25, 3/4, 3/11, 3/18 and 3/25- 6:15pm soup
supper and 7pm service. Soup sign up sheet on bulletin
board in hallway.

THIS WEEK’S WORSHIP NEXT SUNDAY’S WORSHIP
HELPERS(2/15) HELPERS(2/22)
Usher/Greeter: Bob Agans Usher/Greeter: Harvey Walters
Lector: Sue Hazelton Lector: Ashley Wrede

Altar Guild: Steve Stocker Altar Guild: Steve Stocker
Tellers: Carol & Lois Steible Tellers: Steve Stocker

Let us remember in prayer: The Family & Friends of Faith Frenzel, The Family &
Friends of Keith Dunagan, Debbie, Ron, Gordon, Anne, Keith, Sara, Bob, Patrick,
John, Gary, Sharon and those unable to attend church service; Carol, Janet, Janice,
Greg, Alayne and Elsie.
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