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Welcome to St. James! 

Founded in 1750, the year 2025 celebrated our 275th anniversary of being God’s 
church. We’re so glad you’re here! We pray you feel warmly welcomed as we 
gather to celebrate God’s unconditional love in Jesus Christ. He who is the same, 
yesterday, today, and forever! 
 
If you are visiting today: Thank you for joining us today! If you have any 
questions, please ask! Pastor Levi and the members of our church-community 
would be glad to help you out. Please sign the guest book or complete a hospitality 
card located in the pew racks. 
 
To those with young children: We are very happy you are here today. Relax and 
enjoy your time here. Jesus knows that children tend to wiggle and squawk a bit, so 
please don't be embarrassed by it! Encourage your kids to sing and pray with us, 
and be sure to sing and pray your parts as an example to them. 
 
Following along in the bulletin: *indicates the congregation stands. In our 
liturgical worship, bold words are spoken by the congregation. LBW refers to 
content found in the green hymnbook Lutheran Book of Worship. WOV refers to 
content found in the blue hymnbook With One Voice. 
 
 Presiding Minister         The Rev. Levi Q. Powers 
 Assisting Minister  Polly Newbold 
 Musician                         Dave Miller 
 
 

I. GATHERING  
*CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 

The assembly stands. All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at 
baptism, as the presiding minister begins. 

In the name of the Father, 

and of the ☩ Son, 

and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
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God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from 
our sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may 
confess our sin, receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, 
our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
Most merciful God, 
We confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have 
sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by 
what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we 
have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus 
Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may 
delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name.  
Amen. 
In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for you, and for his 
sake God forgives you all our sins. As a called and ordained servant of the church 
of Christ, and by Christ's authority alone, I forgive you, in the name of the Father, 

and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 
 

*GATHERING HYMN: LBW 203 – Now We Join in Celebration 

 

*GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 
CANTICLE OF PRAISE: Glory to God 
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*PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Prayer concludes: Amen.  
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II. WORD 
FIRST READING: Isaiah 25:1-9 
A reading from Isaiah.  
1 O Lord, you are my God; 
  I will exalt you; I will praise your name, 
 for you have done wonderful things, 
  plans formed of old, faithful and sure. 
 2 For you have made the city a heap, 
  the fortified city a ruin; 
 the palace of foreigners is a city no more; 
  it will never be rebuilt. 
 3 Therefore strong peoples will glorify you; 
  cities of ruthless nations will fear you. 
 4 For you have been a refuge to the poor, 
  a refuge to the needy in their distress, 
  a shelter from the rainstorm and a shade from the heat. 
 When the blast of the ruthless was like a winter rainstorm, 
  5 the noise of foreigners like heat in a dry place, 
 you subdued the heat with the shade of clouds; 
  the song of the ruthless was stilled. 
 6 On this mountain the Lord of hosts will make for all peoples 
  a feast of rich food, a feast of well-aged wines, 
  of rich food filled with marrow, of well-aged wines strained clear. 
 7 And he will destroy on this mountain 
  the shroud that is cast over all peoples, 
  the covering that is spread over all nations; 
  8 he will swallow up death forever. 
 Then the Lord God will wipe away the tears from all faces, 
  and the disgrace of his people he will take away from all the earth, 
  for the Lord has spoken. 
 9 It will be said on that day, 
  “See, this is our God; we have waited for him, so that he might save us. 
  This is the Lord for whom we have waited; 
  let us be glad and rejoice in his salvation.” 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
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PSALM: Psalm 23 
 1 The Lord is my shepherd; 
  I shall not be in want. 
 2 The Lord makes me lie down in green pastures 
  and leads me beside still waters. 
 3 You restore my soul, O Lord, 
  and guide me along right pathways for your name’s sake. 
 4 Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I shall fear no 
evil; 
  for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me.  
 5 You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies; 
  you anoint my head with oil, and my cup is running over. 
 6 Surely goodness and mercy shall pursue me all the days of my life, 
  and I will dwell in the house of the Lord forever.   
 
SECOND READING: Philippians 4:1-9 
A reading from Philippians. 
1 My brothers and sisters, whom I love and long for, my joy and crown, stand firm in 
the Lord in this way, my beloved. 
  2 I urge Euodia and I urge Syntyche to be of the same mind in the Lord. 3 Yes, 
and I ask you also, my loyal companion, help these women, for they have struggled 
beside me in the work of the gospel, together with Clement and the rest of my 
coworkers, whose names are in the book of life. 
  4 Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. 5 Let your gentleness be 
known to everyone. The Lord is near. 6 Do not be anxious about anything, but in 
everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made 
known to God. 7 And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will 
guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. 
  8 Finally, brothers and sisters, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever 
is just, whatever is pure, whatever is pleasing, whatever is commendable, if there is 
any excellence and if there is anything worthy of praise, think about these things. 
9 As for the things that you have learned and received and heard and noticed in me, 
do them, and the God of peace will be with you. 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
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GOSPEL READING: Matthew 22:1-14 
The holy gospel according to St. Matthew. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
1 Once more Jesus spoke to them in parables, saying: 2 “The kingdom of heaven 
may be compared to a king who gave a wedding banquet for his son. 3 He sent his 
slaves to call those who had been invited to the wedding banquet, but they would 
not come. 4 Again he sent other slaves, saying, ‘Tell those who have been invited: 
Look, I have prepared my dinner, my oxen and my fat calves have been 
slaughtered, and everything is ready; come to the wedding banquet.’ 5 But they 
made light of it and went away, one to his farm, another to his business, 6 while the 
rest seized his slaves, mistreated them, and killed them. 7 The king was enraged. 
He sent his troops, destroyed those murderers, and burned their city. 8 Then he said 
to his slaves, ‘The wedding is ready, but those invited were not worthy. 9 Go 
therefore into the main streets, and invite everyone you find to the wedding 
banquet.’ 10 Those slaves went out into the streets and gathered all whom they 
found, both good and bad, so the wedding hall was filled with guests. 
  11 “But when the king came in to see the guests, he noticed a man there who was 
not wearing a wedding robe, 12 and he said to him, ‘Friend, how did you get in here 
without a wedding robe?’ And he was speechless. 13 Then the king said to the 
attendants, ‘Bind him hand and foot, and throw him into the outer darkness, where 
there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.’ 14 For many are called, but few are 
chosen.” 
The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ.  
 
SERMON 
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*HYMN OF THE DAY: WOV 684 – Spirit of Gentleness 

 
APOSTLES’ CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended into hell. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
 
*PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Each petition ends: “…Hear us O God, your mercy is great.”  
Prayers conclude: Amen. 
 
*Peace  
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 
 
The people may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace, and may say, 
“Peace be with you,” or similar words. 
The assembly is seated. 
 
 

III. THE LORD’S SUPPER 
 
OFFERTORY 
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*OFFERING VERSE: ELW 184 – Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful 

 
 
*OFFERING PRAYER 
Prayer concludes: Amen. 
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*THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
Together with the bread and the cup we receive the true body and the true blood of 
Christ.  All who are baptized into Christ and believe that he is really present in, with, 
and under the bread and wine for the forgiveness of their sins are welcome to join 
us at the altar. Pastor will distribute the wafer for you to eat. An assistant will hand 
you a cup to drink from. The first chalice has grape juice. The second chalice has 

wine. If you need communion brought to you, please let an usher know. Adults and 
children not yet communing are welcome to come forward with their arms crossed 

for a blessing. 

 
 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise…Here the minister continues with the preface for the day, 
concluding: …we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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*THE WORDS OF GIFT 
In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new testament in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
 
*THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
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thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 
 

*INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
 
COMMUNION  
When giving the bread and cup, the communion ministers say 
The body of Christ, given for you. 
The blood of Christ, shed for you. 
and each person may respond 
Amen. 
 
LAMB OF GOD 
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*POST COMMUNION SONG: ELW 205 – Thankful Hearts and Voices Raise 

 
 
*POST COMMUNION PRAYER 
Prayer concludes: Amen.  
 
 

IV. SENDING 
*BLESSING 
Prayer concludes: Amen. 
 
SENDING HYMN: LBW 210 – At the Lamb’s High Feast We Sing 
 
 
*DISMISSAL  
Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS  

• Tuesday, October 13: Social Ministry meeting, 9:30am at Alpha Family 
Restaurant. Property Committee 10am at church 

• Wednesday, October 14: Fellowship at Sharky’s 4pm-6pm 
 
 

UPCOMING 

• Sunday, October 18: “Sunday Forum after church: Health Champion 
Workshop.” Crossroads4Hope will give their workshop "Health Champion" 
which will help people build key skills in supporting those facing a cancer 
crisis. They believe we believe "that no one should face cancer alone, and 
we are on a mission to educate multicultural communities about cancer. We 
offer free professionally led support groups, individual support, educational 
workshops, nutrition programs, mind & body classes, financial assistance 
resources, and opportunities for social connection.” 
 

• Social Ministry Donation Collections for October: Comfort Food October. 
Ideas include: Instant mashed potatoes, stuffing, canned ravioli, etc. 

o Also collecting sweatpants for the Phillipsburg High School and Middle 
school students through today.  
 

• Tuesday, October 20: Church Council 7pm at church 
 

• Friday, October 23: Line Dancing returns! Join us from 7pm-9pm for 
another fun night-open to the public, all are welcome! 
 

 
• Tuesday, November 3: "Faith, Family, & Food,” 5:30-7pm. A time for 

families of elementary and preschool children to grow in faith together. Eat 
5:30-6. Read a book together, sing together, learn and play together at 6-
7pm. Invite anyone with kiddos. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



14 
 

 
THIS WEEK’S WORSHIP HELPERS(10/11) 
Usher/Greeter: Jon Slaton 
Lector: Rick Brunsell 
Altar Guild: Steve Stocker 
Tellers: Sandy Wismer & Jon Slaton 
 
NEXT SUNDAY’S WORSHIP HELPERS(10/18) 
Usher/Greeter: Bob Agans 
Lector: Harvey Walters 
Altar Guild: Barbara & Jim Sikra 
Tellers: Carol & Lois Steible 

 
Let us remember in prayer: Ginny, Kate, Donald, Sue, Jackson, Harvey, Maureen, 

Jake, Nikki, Bruce, Keith, Patrick, John, Sara, Gary and those unable to attend 
church service; Mae, Janet, Janice, Alayne, Esther and Elsie. 

 
 


