Ninth Sunday after Pentecost
August 10, 2025

Divine Service 9am

St. James Lutheran Church
1213 US Hwy 22
Phillipsburg, NJ
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Welcome to St. James!

Founded in 1750, the year 2025 marks our 275" anniversary of being God’s church.
We’re so glad you’re here! We pray you feel warmly welcomed as we gather to
celebrate God’s unconditional love in Jesus Christ. He who is the same, yesterday,
today, and forever!

If you are visiting today: Thank you for joining us today! If you have any
questions, please ask! Pastor Levi and the members of our church-community
would be glad to help you out. Please sign the guest book or complete a hospitality
card located in the pew racks.

Following along in the bulletin: *indicates the congregation stands. In our
liturgical worship, bold words are spoken by the congregation. LBW refers to
content found in the green hymnbook Lutheran Book of Worship. WOV refers to
content found in the blue hymnbook With One Voice.

Presiding Minister The Rev. Levi Q. Powers
Assisting Minister Polly Newbold
Musician Dave Miller

. GATHERING

*CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION

In the name of the Father and of the *+ Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

The Sun of righteousness shall rise with shining beams of healing. Let us gather
under the wings of God’s mercy.

Silence for reflection and self-examination.

Gracious God,

we acknowledge that we are sinners and we confess our sins—those known
to us that burden our hearts, and those unknown to us but seen by you. We
know that before you nothing remains hidden, and in you everything is
revealed. Free us from the slavery of sin; liberate us from the bondage of
guilt; work in us that which is pleasing in your sight; for the sake of Jesus
Christ our Lord. Amen.
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From the house of David, God raised up a mighty Savior.

Blessed be the Lord God of Israel, who comes to set us free.
Remembering the covenant, God delivered us from our enemies.
Blessed be the Lord God of Israel, who comes to set us free.
Before God we are holy and righteous, free to worship without fear.
Blessed be the Lord God of Israel, who comes to set us free.

With a heart full of mercy and compassion, God saves you and forgives you all your
sins. Christ, the dawn from on high, shines upon you, and by the light of the Holy
Spirit guides your feet into the way of peace.

Amen.

*GATHERING HYMN: LBW 469 — Lord of All Hopefulness

*GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
And the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

*GLORY TO GOD
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*PRAYER OF THE DAY
Prayer concludes: Amen.

Il. WORD

FIRST READING: Genesis 15:1-6
A reading from Genesis.



1 After these things the word of the Lord came to Abram in a vision, “Do not be
afraid, Abram, | am your shield; your reward shall be very great.” 2But Abram said,
“O Lord God, what will you give me, for | continue childless, and the heir of my
house is Eliezer of Damascus?” 3 And Abram said, “You have given me no offspring,
so a slave born in my house is to be my heir.” 4 But the word of the Lord came to
him, “This man shall not be your heir; no one but your very own issue shall be your
heir.” > He brought him outside and said, “Look toward heaven and count the stars, if
you are able to count them.” Then he said to him, “So shall your descendants
be.”  And he believed the Lord, and the Lord reckoned it to him as righteousness.
The word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

PSALM 33:12-22
The Psalm is read responsively.
12Happy is the nation whose God is the LORD,
the people whom he has chosen as his heritage.
13The LoRD looks down from heaven;
he sees all humankind.
“From where he sits enthroned he watches
all the inhabitants of the earth—
5 he who fashions the hearts of them all
and observes all their deeds.
16 A king is not saved by his great army;
a warrior is not delivered by his great strength.
”The war horse is a vain hope for victory,
and by its great might it cannot save.
18 Truly the eye of the LORD is on those who fear him,
on those who hope in his steadfast love,
®to deliver their soul from death
and to keep them alive in famine.
20 Qur soul waits for the LORD;
he is our help and shield.
21Qur heart is glad in him
because we trust in his holy name.
22| et your steadfast love, O LORD, be upon us,
even as we hope in you.



SECOND READING: Hebrews 11:1-3, 8-16
A reading from Hebrews.

"Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not
seen. 2Indeed, by faith our ancestors received approval. 3By faith we understand
that the worlds were prepared by the word of God, so that what is seen was made
from things that are not visible.

8 By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called to set out for a place that he was
to receive as an inheritance, and he set out, not knowing where he was going. ¢By
faith he stayed for a time in the land he had been promised, as in a foreign land,
living in tents, as did Isaac and Jacob, who were heirs with him of the same
promise. ' For he looked forward to the city that has foundations, whose architect
and builder is God. " By faith, with Sarah’s involvement, he received power of
procreation, even though he was too old, because he considered him faithful who
had promised. 2 Therefore from one person, and this one as good as dead,
descendants were born, “as many as the stars of heaven and as the innumerable
grains of sand by the seashore.”

13 All of these died in faith without having received the promises, but from a
distance they saw and greeted them. They confessed that they were strangers and
foreigners on the earth, ' for people who speak in this way make it clear that they
are seeking a homeland. "¢ If they had been thinking of the land that they had left
behind, they would have had opportunity to return. ¢ But as it is, they desire a better
homeland, that is, a heavenly one. Therefore God is not ashamed to be called their
God; indeed, he has prepared a city for them.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

*Gospel Acclamation
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GOSPEL READING: Luke 12:32-40
The holy gospel according to St. Luke.
Glory to you, O Lord.

2“Do not be afraid, little flock, for it is your Father’s good pleasure to give you the
kingdom. 33 Sell your possessions and give alms. Make purses for yourselves that
do not wear out, an unfailing treasure in heaven, where no thief comes near and no
moth destroys. 3¢ For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.

35 “Be dressed for action and have your lamps lit; 3¢ be like those who are waiting
for their master to return from the wedding banquet, so that they may open the door
for him as soon as he comes and knocks. 37 Blessed are those slaves whom the
master finds alert when he comes; truly | tell you, he will fasten his belt and have
them sit down to eat, and he will come and serve them. 38 If he comes during the
middle of the night or near dawn and finds them so, blessed are those slaves.

3 “But know this: if the owner of the house had known at what hour the thief was
coming, he would not have let his house be broken into. 4 You also must be ready,
for the Son of Man is coming at an hour you do not expect.”

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
SERMON

*HYMN OF THE DAY: LBW 476 — Have No Fear, Little Flock

*APOSTLES’ CREED
| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended into hell.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.



| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

*PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Each petition ends: “...God of grace. Hear our prayer.”

Prayers conclude: “Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we
pray, trusting in your mercy; through Jesus Christ, our Savior.” Amen.

*Peace

The peace of Christ be with you always.

And also with you.

The people may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace, and may say,
“Peace be with you,” or similar words.

The assembly is seated.

lIl. THE LORD’S SUPPER
OFFERTORY

Scan the QR Code to give electronically.
An offering plate is in the back of the
sanctuary if you wish to give check or
cash. You are welcome to give to the
ministry of St. James Lutheran Church
freely and spontaneously. There is no
guilt or shame. If you do give, give with
a cheerful heart.

*OFFERING VERSE: ELW 184 — Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful
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with your pres - ence, and give us a fore - taste of the feast to come.

*OFFERING PRAYER
Prayer concludes: Amen.

*THE GREAT THANKSGIVING

Together with the bread and the cup we receive the body and the blood of Christ.
We invite all baptized Christians to this sacrament. Children and adults who do not
yet receive Holy Communion are invited to come forward with arms folded for a
blessing. If you need communion brought to you, please let an usher know. We
commune in tables of 10-15 people. The pastor will give you the bread, an assistant
will give you a cup. Then two will come to pour into your cup-the first with grape
juice, the second with wine. Whoever partakes receives orally the body and blood of
Jesus Christ.
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It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise...Here the minister continues with the preface for the day,
concluding: ...we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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*THE WORDS OF INSTITUTION

In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

*THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

*INVITATION TO COMMUNION

COMMUNION

When giving the bread and cup, the communion ministers say
The body of Christ, given for you.

The blood of Christ, shed for you.

and each person may respond

Amen.
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LAMB OF GOD
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*POST COMMUNION SONG: ELW 206 — Thankful Hearts and Voices Raise

n 'S Il
— T 7 " I
iﬁ;tzp' * ; { T i ' I 7 T —
5 T 5 & (71 1 = @ o i

Thank-ful hearts and voic - es raise; tell ev - ry - one what God has

1
N
4

=
r

| 188

L 1

n } 4 A

¥y | | 1 1 1 N1 . s | | I s :

. 1 1 P 4 | 1 1 s 1 I 1 1 1 1

@b—a—‘} . ﬂ'—'—d_! g —d—d—_r_id S i i e S
done. Let all whoseek the Lord re - joice and bear Christ’s ho - ly  name.

9 ro— : t : 1 I I I : ro—
] et T3
@_a_i & & ¢ & 1 —— " ——

e o 7 <=
Sendus with your prom-is - es, O God, and lead us forth in
e ——— T
L i s s B e s S B
J | ™ | - - -
joy with shouts of thanks-giv-ing. Al -le -lu - ia.

12



*POST COMMUNION PRAYER
Prayer concludes: Amen.

IV. SENDING
*BLESSING
Prayer concludes: Amen.

*SENDING SONG: LBW 463 — God, Who Stretched the Spangled Heavens

*DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Remember the poor.
Thanks be to God.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Social Ministry is collecting food, lap blankets(30”"x36”) for the local food
pantry, as well as for veteran’s needs-please leave donations in lobby.

e Tuesday 8/12: Property Committee 10am at the church
e Wednesday 8/13: Fellowship at Sharky’s 4pm-6pm

e Thursday 8/14: Reading the Bible with Pastor Levi — 10am at the
church
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UPCOMING

St. James Gen Z and Millennial Group go to the Zoo. Sunday,
August 17th. After church. Carpool. Lehigh Valley Zoo.

Social Ministry: Next meeting is Tuesday, September 9 at 10am
at church. New Members are always welcome!

Let us remember in prayer: Debbie, Stephanie, Stacy, Jack, Justin, Mel,
Ed & family, Albert, Esther, Wayne, Mae, Max, Keith, Sara, Bob, Patrick,
John, Judy, Gary, Sharon and those unable to attend church service;
Janet, Janice, Greg, Helen, Alayne and Elsie.

14



4
AP
(o M
°]/5o

THE NEW JERSEY SYNOD
of the
EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH IN AMERICA

requests your prayers and presence as

The Rev. Dr. Christa M. Compton

is installed as the fourth Bishop of the Synod
at a Festive Service of Holy Communion
Saturday, August 23, 2025
2:00 PM
at

First Baptist Church of Lincoln Gardens
711 Somerset Street, Somerset, NJ 08873

The Rev. Elizabeth Eaton, Presiding Bishop, Preacher
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