Welcome to St. James!

We are so glad you are here! The people of God have been worshipping in this place since 1750.
Much has changed since then, but God has not changed. Jesus Christ is the same yesterday,
today and tomorrow. He is our anchor in every storm, a light to our feet, our savior and our
friend. Jesus rejoices that each of us has come to His house!

Introduction to the day

Our re-creation in baptism is an image of the Genesis creation, where the Spirit of God moved
over the waters. Both Mark’s gospel and the story in Acts make clear that it is the Spirit’s
movement that distinguishes Jesus’ baptism from John’s. The Spirit has come upon us as upon
Jesus and the Ephesians, calling us God’s beloved children and setting us on Jesus’ mission t0
re-create the world in the image of God’s vision of justice and peace.

Please use the bulletin below to guide you through the service. For those using a computer/smart
phone with video on Zoom, you will be led through the service with Power Point.

*Congregation members may be muted at times during the service as needed to maintain audio
quality.

God Spots and announcements:

Pastoral Care: If you would like a phone visit (during Covid) by the Pastor for yourself,
family, friends, or a loved one, please call the church office with your request.

Announcements

Pastor Yambor would like to extend his thanks to everyone in the congregation for the
Christmas bonus he was given.

The Constitution has been under review and corrections have been noted. This has been
sent to your home. Please review and note any changes or questions for the committee at
the Annual Congregational Meeting in January.

Annual Congregational Meeting will be held on Sunday, January 24 using Zoom and dial
in as shown below and used every Sunday. Please plan to join in. Letters concerning the
agenda are forth coming.

We realize a lot of changes are being made concerning church. However, expenses
continue for our church. Benevolence is one not only for us, but helps to support others in
their work. A locking mail box has been installed for your convenience to drop off
envelopes during this time. Please continue to give.

The new offering envelopes are available. Contact the church for Tuesday morning pickup
or any communion Sunday. Some numbers have been changed.

End of the year statements are also available using the same pickup.



Due to continued concern of Covid 19 it has been decided that we will continue with church
services on Zoom and dial-in as shown below.

Zoom Dial-In Number and Code: Call: 1-646-558-8656
When asked, use access code: 908-454-2864
No Participant Code.
Password: 1750

BRIEF ORDER FOR CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are
hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may
perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. But if we confess our
sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.
Most merciful God,

We confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against
you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead
us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy
name. Amen

Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us and, for his sake, forgives us all our
sins. As a called and ordained minister of the Church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore
declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the +
Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen
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HYMN-SUNDAY

Christ, When for Us You Were Baptized
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ho - ly will o do. God's ho - ly will  to do.
give your life for all, to give your life for all.
per - fect  frec-dom  find, may per - feet  frec-dom  find.

Text: F. Bland Tucker, 1895-19%4, alt.
Music: LOBT GOTT. [HR CHRISTEN. Nikolaus Herman. 1480-1561
Text @ 1985 The Church Pension Fund, admin. Church Publishing, Tne. All rights reserved.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid leense from copyright administrator.

GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you
all. And also with you.

KYRIE (SPOKEN)

In peace, let us pray to the Lord. Lord have mercy.

For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord have mercy.

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity of
all, let us pray to the Lord. Lord have mercy.

For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the
Lord. Lord have mercy.



Help, save, comfort and defend us gracious Lord. Amen.
PRAYER OF THE DAY

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Father in heaven, at the baptism of Jesus in the River Jordan you proclaimed him your
beloved Son and anointed him with the Holy Spirit. Make all who are baptized into Christ
faithful in their calling to be your children and inheritors with him of everlasting life;
through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen
WORD

God speaks to us through scripture, sermon and song.
The congregation may be seated.
FIRST LESSON

Out of chaos, God brings order. Out of the formless void, God brings light. This familiar story was good
news for the Israelites, who experienced much chaos in their history. It remains good news for us. God
created and continues to create new life.

FIRST READING: Genesis 1:1-5

‘In the beginning when God created the heavens and the earth, “the earth was a formless
void and darkness covered the face of the deep, while a wind from God swept over the face
of the waters. “Then God said, “Let there be light”; and there was light. “And God saw that
the light was good; and God separated the light from the darkness. *God called the light
Day, and the darkness he called Night. And there was evening and there was morning, the
first day.

Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God.

Psalm: Psalm 29
‘Ascribe to the Lord, you gods, ascribe to the Lord glory and strength.
’Ascribe to the Lord the glory due his name; worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness.

*The voice of the Lord is upon the waters; the God of glory thunders; the Lord is upon
the mighty waters.

“The voice of the Lord is a powerful voice; the voice of the Lord is a voice of splendor.



°The voice of the Lord breaks the cedar trees; the Lord breaks the cedars of Lebanon;
°®he makes Lebanon skip like a calf, and Mount Hermon like a young wild ox.

"The voice of the Lord splits the flames of fire; the voice of the Lord shakes the wilderness; the
Lord shakes the wilderness of Kadesh.

®The voice of the Lord makes the oak trees writhe and strips the forests bare.

°And in the temple of the Lord all are crying, “Glory!”

“The Lord sits enthroned above the flood; the Lord sits enthroned as king forevermore.
“IThe Lord shall give strength to his people; the Lord shall give his people the blessing of peace.
SECOND LESSON:

In Ephesus, Paul encounters people who had received John’s baptism of repentance but had never heard
of the Holy Spirit or of baptism in the name of Jesus. After Paul baptizes them, the Holy Spirit comes
upon them and empowers them with gifts of the Spirit.

SECOND READING: ACTS 19:1-7

‘While Apollos was in Corinth, Paul passed through the interior regions and came to Ephesus,
where he found some disciples. “He said to them, “Did you receive the Holy Spirit when you
became believers?” They replied, “No, we have not even heard that there is a Holy Spirit.” Then
he said, “Into what then were you baptized?”” They answered, “Into John’s baptism.” “Paul said,
“John baptized with the baptism of repentance, telling the people to believe in the one who was
to come after him, that is, in Jesus.” >On hearing this, they were baptized in the name of the Lord
Jesus. *When Paul had laid his hands on them, the Holy Spirit came upon them, and they spoke
in tongues and prophesied—'altogether there were about twelve of them.

Word of God, word of life Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL
Glory to you, O Lord.

Mark’s gospel reports the story of Jesus’ baptism with some irony: the one on whom the Spirit descends
is himself the one who will baptize others with the Holy Spirit.

The holy gospel according to Mark 1:4-11
Glory to you, O Lord

John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the
forgiveness of sins. >And people from the whole Judean countryside and all the people of
Jerusalem were going out to him, and were baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their
sins. ®Now John was clothed with camel’s hair, with a leather belt around his waist, and he ate
locusts and wild honey. "He proclaimed, “The one who is more powerful than I is coming after
me; | am not worthy to stoop down and untie the thong of his sandals. °I have baptized you with
water; but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.”

°In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by John in the Jordan.
‘OAnd just as he was coming up out of the water, he saw the heavens torn apart and the Spirit



descending like a dove on him. **And a voice came from heaven, “You are my Son, the Beloved;
with you [ am well pleased.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON:
Silence for reflection may follow

APOSTLES’ CREED

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I believe in Jesus Christ,
God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended into

hell. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand
of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. | believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection
of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

THE PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Guided by Christ made known to the nations, let us offer our prayers for the church, the world, and all
people in need.

A brief silence.

For the church throughout the world and its leaders, that guided by the Holy Spirit they proclaim
the forgiveness of sins, let us pray.

Have mercy, O God.

For wilderness and water, wind and wild beasts, and all living things on earth, that God’s
goodness is revealed through creation and faithful stewards care for all God has made, let us

pray.
Have mercy, O God.

For the nations of the world and their leaders, for laborers busy both day and night, and for
peacemakers amid strife, that God inspire all people to use their strength wisely, let us pray.

Have mercy, O God.

For the sick and those who provide medical care, for the imprisoned and those who show them
mercy, for the lonely and those who provide companionship, for all who suffer. We pray for:
George, Gayle, Amy, Aaron, Tracy, Lynn, Nancy, Jack, and Julie. We pray for our homebound:
Betty, Naomi, Helen, Janet, Elsie and Edna. Hear us, O God.

Have mercy, O God.



For the congregation gathered here, for students returning to school, for those seeking renewal in
their daily work, that all the beloved of God experience grace and peace, let us pray.

Have mercy, O God.

In thanksgiving for the faithful departed who now rest from their labors, that their witness inspire
us in our baptismal vocations, let us pray.

Have mercy, O God.
Pastor

Merciful God, hear the prayers of your people, spoken or silent, for the sake of the one who
dwells among us, your Son, Jesus Christ our Savior.

Amen.

PEACE

The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.

OFFERING MUSIC

OFFERING PRAYER

Direct us O Lord, in all our doings with your most gracious favor and further us with your
continual help, that in all our works, begun, continued, and ended in you, we may glorify
your holy name and finally, by your mercy, obtain everlasting life; through Jesus Christ
our Lord.

Amen

LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us
from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.

Amen.

BLESSING
Pastor

The Lord Bless you and keep you. The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.

Amen
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What a Friend We Have in Jesus
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In  his arms hc’ll take and shicld you;

Iext: Joseph Scriven, 1820-1886
Music: CONVERSE, Charles C. Converse, 1832-191%
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God, Whose Almighty Word
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lamp of grace, and  in earth’s dark - est place let there be light
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Text: John Marriot, 17801825, alt.
Music: TTALIAN HYMN, Felice de Giardini, 1716-1796

DISMISSAL

Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
We will. Thanks be to God.



