TWE GATHERT

PRELUDE MUSIC TO PREPARE
OUR HEARTS

DIALOG FOR CHRISTMAS

The prophets foretold his birth, from ages long past.

The angels proclaim good news of great joy, to shepherds and to us.
Wise men came to worship Him.

Wise ones still do.

Jesus Christ is born today!

Immanuel, God with us!

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, who forgives all our sin, whose mercy endures
forever. Amen.

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are hid: cleanse the
thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily
magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Gracious God,

have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned from you and given ourselves into the power of sin.
We are truly sorry and humbly repent. In your compassion forgive us our sins, known and unknown,
things we have done and things we have failed to do. Turn us again to you, and uphold us by your
Spirit, so that we may live and serve you in newness of life through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God forgives us all



our sins. As a called minister of the church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the
entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

GATHERING SONG
Go Tell It on the Mountain
Refrain
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Go tell it on the moun - tain, o-ver the hills and ev - 'ry - where;
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g0 tell it on the moun - tain that Je - sus Christ is  born!
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I While shep-herds kept their watch-ing  o’er  si - lent flocks by  night,
2 The shep-herds feared and trem-bled when, lo, a - bove the earth
3 Down in a lone - ly man - ger the hum-ble Christ was born;
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be - hold, through-out the heav-ens there shone a ho - ly light.

that hailed our Sav-ior’s birth.
that bless-ed Christ-mas morn.

rang out the
and God sent

an - gel cho-rus
us sal - va-tion

Text: African American spiritual, refrain; John W. Work Jr., 1872-1925, stanzas, alt.
Music: GO TELL IT, African American spiritual

GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

And also with you.
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Al In peace, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mer - cy.
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Al For the peace from a- bove, and for our sal-vation, let us pray to the Lord,
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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A For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God,
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andforthe u - ni -ty of all, let us pray to the Lord
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Lord, have mer - cy
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A For this holy house, and for all who offer here their wor - ship and praise,
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let us pray to the Lord Lord, have mer - cy.
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Al Help, save, comfort, and de - fend us, gra-cious Lord. A - men



HYMN OF PRAISE

Away in a Manger
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1 A - way in a man-ger, no crib for his bed, the lit - tle Lord
2 The cat - tle are low-ing; the ba-by a - wakes, but lit - tle Lord
3 Be near me,Lord Je -sus; I ask you to stay close by me for -
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down where he lay, the lit - tle Lord Je - sus a - sleep on the hay.
down from the sky and stay by my cra-dle till morn-ing is nigh.
your ten-der care and fit us for heav-en, to live with you there.
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Je - sus laid down his sweet head; the stars in the bright sky looked
Je - sus, no cry-ing he makes. I love you,Lord Je - sus; look
ev-er and love me, I pray. Bless all the dear chil - dren in
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Text: North American, 19th cent.
Music: AWAY IN A MANGER, James R. Murray, 1841-1905

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray.

Almighty God, you made this holy night shine with the brightness of the true Light. Grant that here on earth we
may walk in the light of Jesus' presence and in the last day wake to the brightness of his glory; through your

Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

TIME FOR CHILDREN



TTHE WORD T

FIRST READING: Isaiah 9:2-7

This poem promises deliverance from Assyrian oppression, a hope based on the birth of a royal child with a
name full of promise. While Judah’s king will practice justice and righteousness, the real basis for faith lies in
God’s passion for the people: The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this!

“The people who walked in darkness
have seen a great light;
those who lived in a land of deep darkness—
on them light has shined.
“You have multiplied the nation,
you have increased its joy;
they rejoice before you
as with joy at the harvest,
as people exult when dividing plunder.
‘For the yoke of their burden,
and the bar across their shoulders,
the rod of their oppressor,
you have broken as on the day of Midian.
°For all the boots of the tramping warriors
and all the garments rolled in blood
shall be burned as fuel for the fire.
°For a child has been born for us,
a son given to us;
authority rests upon his shoulders;
and he is named
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.
’His authority shall grow continually,
and there shall be endless peace
for the throne of David and his kingdom.
He will establish and uphold it
with justice and with righteousness
from this time onward and forevermore.
The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this.

Word of God, word of life.

Thanks be to God.



PSALM: Psalm 96 (read responsively)
'Sing to the Lord| a new song;

sing to the Lord, all the whole earth.

’Sing to the Lord and bless his name;
proclaim the good news of his salvation from day to day.

‘Declare his glory among the nations
and his wonders among all peoples.

‘For great is the Lord and greatly to be praised;
he is more to be feared than all gods.

°As for all the gods of the nations, they are but idols;
but it is the Lord who made the heavens.

°Oh, the majesty and magnificence of his presence!
Oh, the power and the splendor of his sanctuary!

’Ascribe to the Lord, you families of the peoples;
ascribe to the Lord honor and power.

‘Ascribe to the Lord the honor due his name;
bring offerings and come into his courts.

‘Worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness;
let the whole earth tremble before him.

"Tell it out among the nations: “The Lord is king!
He has made the world so firm that it cannot be moved; he will judge the peoples with

equity.”

''Let the heavens rejoice, and let the earth be glad; let the sea thunder and all that is in it;
let the field be joyful and all that is therein.

“Then shall all the trees of the wood shout for joy before the Lord when he comes,
when he comes to judge the earth.

“He will judge the world with righteousness
and the peoples with his truth.

SECOND READING: Titus 2:11-14

The appearance of God'’s grace in Jesus Christ brings salvation for all humanity. Consequently, in the present
we live wisely and justly while also anticipating the hope of our Savior’s final appearance.

nFor the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all, ».training us to renounce impiety and worldly
passions, and in the present age to live lives that are self-controlled, upright, and godly, iswhile we wait for the
blessed hope and the manifestation of the glory of our great God and Savior, Jesus Christ. sHe it is who gave
himself for us that he might redeem us from all iniquity and purify for himself a people of his own who are
zealous for good deeds.

Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God.



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

Infant Holy, Infant Lowly
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I In - fant ho - ly, in - fant low -1ly, for his bed a cat- tle stall;
2 Flocks were sleep-ing, shep-herdskeep-ing vig-il till the morn-ing new
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ox -en low -ing, lit - tle know-ing Christ the child is Lord of all.
saw the glo - ry, heard the sto - ry, tid-ings of a gos-pel true.
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Swift-ly wing-ing, an - gels sing-ing, bells are

ring -ing, tid - ings bring-ing:

Thus re - joic - ing, free from sor - row, prais-es voic-ing, greet the mor - row:
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Christ the child is Lord of all!  Christ the child is Lord of all!
Christ the child was born for you! Christ the child was born for you!

Text: Polish carol; tr. Edith M. G. Reed, 1885-1933, alt.
Music: W ZY.OBIE LEZY, Polish carol




GOSPEL
P: THE HOLY GOSPEL ACCORDING TO LUKE
Glory to you, O Lord.

In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be registered. -This
was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of Syria. sAll went to their own towns to
be registered. sJoseph also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called
Bethlehem, because he was descended from the house and family of David. sHe went to be registered with
Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was expecting a child. sWhile they were there, the time came for her
to deliver her child. -And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in
a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn.

sIn that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by night. ;Then
an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified.
oBut the angel said to them, "Do not be afraid; for see — I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the
people: wto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. .This will be a sign
for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger." sAnd suddenly there was with
the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and saying, 1:"Glory to God in the highest heaven, and
on earth peace among those whom he favors!"

sWhen the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, "Let us go now
to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has made known to us." «So they went
with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger. »When they saw this, they made
known what had been told them about this child; «and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds told
them. ,But Mary treasured all these words and pondered them in her heart. »The shepherds returned, glorifying
and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told them.

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON



HYMN OF THE DAY

Angels We Have Heard on High
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1 An - gels we have heard on high, sweet -ly sing -ing o’er the plains,
2  Shep-herds, why this ju - bi-lee? Why your joy - ous strains pro -long?
3 Come to Beth-le - hem and see him whose birth the an - gels sing;
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and the moun-tains in re - ply, ech - o - ing their joy - ous strains.

What the glad-some tid - ings be which in - spire your heav’n - ly song?
come, a-dore on bend - ed knee Christ the Lord, the new - born king.
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Text: French carol; tr. H. E. Hemy, 77ie Crown of Jesus Music, 1864
Music: GLORIA, French carol; arr. Edward S. Barnes, 18871958



NICENE CREED

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is seen and
unseen. We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God
from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven, was
incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary and became truly human. For our sake he was crucified
under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance
with the scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come
again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. We believe in the Holy
Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and
the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy
catholic and apostolic church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the
resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.

THE PRAYERS

Joining our voices with the song of the angels, let us pray for the church, the world, and all who are in
need.

A brief silence.

The shepherds sing, “Jesus Christ is born!” Let your church throughout the world proclaim this good
news, over the hills and everywhere. Unite the voices of all your faithful people in songs of praise and
rejoicing. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Heaven and nature sing, “Joy to the world!” Give respite to flocks, fields, and those who tend them. Come
near to us in the beauty of nighttime, the shining of the stars, and the hush of a world at rest. May our
wonder at your creation rouse our care for all the earth. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

The angels sing, “Peace on earth!” Come quickly to still the strife of this world. Hush the noise of war and
violence in places of unrest (especially). Inspire leaders of nations to seek lasting peace and sustainable
provision for all in their care. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Mary sings melodies of comfort to her newborn child. Bring rest and reassurance to those facing struggles



this night. Shelter travelers and those without homes. Console those who lie awake due to pain or anxiety.
Heal those who are sick or hurting (especially). Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Love sings through the sound of a new baby’s cry. Bless new parents and expectant parents. Comfort
those who long for children, especially those running out of hope or options. Surround families of every
shape and size with your love and care. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

The heavenly chorus sings, “Glory to God in the highest!” We give you thanks for all the saints who have
proclaimed your glory in word and deed (especially). Let us join them this night in joyful praise around
your eternal throne (especially). Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

God of mercy, come quickly to us with grace upon grace as we lift these and all our prayers to you, in the
name of Jesus.

Amen.

PEACE

The peace of Christ be with you
always.

And also with you.

MUSICAL OFFERINGS



OFFERTORY-VERSEs 1 and 3 ONLY

What Child Is This
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1 What child is this, who, laid to rest, on Mar-y’s lap is sleep-ing?
2 Why lies he in such mean es-tate  where ox and ass are feed - ing?
3 So bring him in - cense, gold, and myrth; come, peas-ant, king, to own him.
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Whom an - gels greet with an-thems sweet while shep-herds watch are keep - ing?
Good Chris-tian, fear; for sin-ners here the si - lent Word is plead-ing.
The King of kings sal - va-tion brings; let lov - ing hearts en-throne him.
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This, this is Christ the king, whom shep-herds guard and an- gels sing;
Nails, spear shall pierce him through, the cross be borne for me, for you;
Raise,raise the song on high, the wvir - gin sings her lul - la - by;
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haste, haste to bring him laud, the babe, the son of Mar - y!
hail, hail the Word made flesh, the babe, the son of Mar - y!
joy, joy, for Christ is born, the babe, the son of Mar - y!

Text: William C. Dix, 1837-1898
Music: GREENSLEEVES, English ballad, 16th cent.

OFFERING PRAYER

Let us pray.

Good and loving God, we rejoice in the birth of Jesus, who came among the poor to bring the riches of
your grace. As you have blessed us with your gifts, let them be blessing for others. With the trees of the
field, with all earth and heaven, we shout for joy at the coming of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.



Amen.

LORD'S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it
is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

.READING: John 1:1-14

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. :He was in the beginning
with God. ;All things came into being through him, and without him not one thing came into being. What has
come into being «in him was life, and the life was the light of all people. sThe light shines in the darkness, and
the darkness did not overcome it.

sThere was a man sent from God, whose name was John. -He came as a witness to testify to the light, so
that all might believe through him. sHe himself was not the light, but he came to testify to the light. sThe true
light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world.

wHe was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the world did not know him. ..He
came to what was his own, and his own people did not accept him. .But to all who received him, who believed
in his name, he gave power to become children of God, swho were born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh
or of the will of man, but of God.

uAnd the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory as of a father's
only son, full of grace and truth.



HYMN

Silent Night, Holy Night!
Stille Nacht, Heilige Nacht!

Text: Joseph Mohr, 1792-1849; tr. John F. Young, 1820-1885
Music: STILLE NACHT, Franz Gruber, 1787-1863
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Sl - le Nacht, hei - li-ge  Nacht! Al - les  schlift,
1 Si - lent night, ho - ly  night! All is  calm,
2 Si - lent night, ho - ly  night! Shep - herds quake
3 S1i - lent night, ho - ly  night! Son of  God,
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ein - sam wacht nur das trau - te, hoch - hei - li- ge Paar.
all is  bright round yon vir - gin moth - er and child.
at the sight; glo - ries stream from heav -en a - far,
love’s pure light ra - diant beams from your ho-ly face,
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Hold - er Kna - be im lok - ki-gen Haar, schlaf in  himm - li - scher
Ho - ly In - fant, so ten - der and mild, sleep in heav - en-ly
heav'n-ly hosts. . .sing, al - le - lu - ia! Christ, the Sav - ior, is
with the dawn of re-deem - ing grace, Je - sus, Lord, at your
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Ruh, schlaf in himm - li - scher Ruh.
peace, sleep  in heav - en-ly peace.
born! Christ, the Sav - ior, is born!
birth, Je - sus, Lord, at your birth.



BLESSING

The God of steadfastness and encouragement grant you to live in harmony with one another, in accordance
with Christ Jesus.

Amen.

The God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that you may abound in hope by the power of
the Holy Spirit.

Amen.
The God of all grace + bless you now and forever.
Amen.

SENDING SONG (on the next page)



Joy to the World
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1 Joy to the world, the Lord 1s come! Let earth re -
2 Joy to the earth, the Sav - ior reigns!  Let all their
3 No more let sin and sor - row grow nor thorns in -
4 He rules the world with truth and grace and makes the
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ceive her king; let ev - ry heart pre - pare  him
songs em - ploy, while fields and floods, rocks, hills, and
fest  the ground; he comes to make his  bless - ings
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room and heav’'nand na - ture sing, and heav’nand na - ture
plains re - peat the sound-ing joy, re - peat the sound-ing
flow far as the curse is found, far as the curse is
ness and won-ders of his love, and won-ders of his
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and heav’'n and na - ture sing, and
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sing, and  heav’n, and heav’'n and na - ture sing.
joy, re - peat, re - peat the sound - ing joy.
found, far as, far as the curse is found.
love, and won - ders, won - ders of his love.
—~ ~
). Syl e e . [
hd l:ﬂll — |
S —
heav’'n and na - ture sing,

Text: Isaac Watts, 1674—1748

Music: ANTIOCH, English melody, 18th cent.; arr. Lowell Mason, 17921872



DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Share the good news!

Thanks be to God.



