8th Sunday after Pentecost Sunday, July 26, 2020

Please use the bulletin below to guide you through the service. For those using a computer/smart
phone with video on Zoom, you will be led through the service with Power Point.

*Congregation members may be muted at times during the service as needed to maintain audio
quality.

Announcements—We realize a lot of changes are being made concerning church.

However, expenses continue for our church. Benevolence is one not only for us, but helps
to support others in their work. A locking mail box has been installed for your convenience
to drop off envelopes during this time. Please continue to give.

Grocery shoppers have offered to pick up any needed groceries for those unable to get out.
Please call the church at (908) 454-2864 and your call will be returned.

The Covid Outreach Committee is planning donations for the month of July which includes
hygiene kits and groceries. Please help us do God’s work by donating. Enclose your
donation in a marked envelope for “Covid 19 donation” and mail to the church or put in
our new locked mailbox at the church. Hygiene supplies can be left on the main porch.
Thank you.

The Social Ministry donated $200 last month to NORWESCAP. We received a thank you
letter from them last week.

The Links of Love donations of $120 went to Family Promise, monetary donations towards
groceries for NORWESCAP and “The River of Life Church.

Due to continued concern of Covid 19 it has been decided that we will continue with church
services on Zoom and dial-in as shown below.

Zoom Dial-In Number and Code: Call: 1-646-558-8656
When asked, use access code: 908-454-2864
No Participant Code.
Password: 1750

Reminder for those using video on Zoom: Be mindful you are on camera

Prayer Concerns: Meredith, Phoebe, Barbara, Stan, Lois and T.J.

BRIEF ORDER FOR CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
In the name of the Father, and of the = Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are
hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may
perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.



Amen

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. But if we confess our
sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.
Most merciful God,

We confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against
you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead

us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy
name. Amen

Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us and, for his sake, forgives us all our
sins. As a called and ordained minister of the Church of Christ, and by his authority, | therefore
declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the +
Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen

HYMN
SATURDAY AND SUNDAY CHRIST IS MADE THE SURE FOUNDATION - WOV 747



Christ Is Made the Sure Foundation
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Text: Latin hymn. c. 7th cent.: e John M. Neale. 1818-1860. alt.
Music: WESTMINS TR ABREY. Heney Purcell. 1659-1695: are. Ernest Hawkans. 1802-1868

GREETING (ELW p. 266)

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be
with you all.



And also with you.

KYRIE

In peace, let us pray to the Lord.

Lord, have mercy.

For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.

Lord, have mercy.

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity of
all, let us pray to the Lord.

Lord, have mercy.

For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.

Amen

PRAYER OF THE DAY
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Let us pray. . ..

O God, you have prepared for those who love you joys beyond understanding. Pour into
our hearts such love for you that, loving you above all things, we may obtain your
promises, which exceed all that we can desire; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen

FIRST LESSON

Because Solomon did not ask for long life, riches, or the defeat of his enemies, God gave him
what he asked for: wisdom to govern the people well.

FIRST READING: 1 Kings 3:5-12

sAt Gibeon the LORD appeared to Solomon in a dream by night; and God said, “Ask what I
should give you.” sAnd Solomon said, “You have shown great and steadfast love to your servant
my father David, because he walked before you in faithfulness, in righteousness, and in
uprightness of heart toward you; and you have kept for him this great and steadfast love, and
have given him a son to sit on his throne today. 7And now, O LORD my God, you have made
your servant king in place of my father David, although I am only a little child; I do not know
how to go out or come in. sAnd your servant is in the midst of the people whom you have
chosen, a great people, so numerous they cannot be numbered or counted. ¢Give your servant
therefore an understanding mind to govern your people, able to discern between good and evil,
for who can govern this your great people?”

10lt pleased the Lord that Solomon had asked this. 11God said to him, “Because you have
asked this, and have not asked for yourself long life or riches, or for the life of your enemies, but
have asked for yourself understanding to discern what is right, 121 now do according to your



word. Indeed | give you a wise and discerning mind; no one like you has been before you and no
one like you shall arise after you.”

Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God.

PSALM 119:129-136

eYour decrees are wonderful; therefore | obey them with all my heart.

1When your word goes forth it gives light; it gives understanding to the simple.
1211 open my mouth and pant; I long for your commandments.

w2 Turn to me in mercy, as you always do to those who love your name.

13Steady my footsteps in your word; let no iniquity have dominion over me.
1Rescue me from those who oppress me, and I will keep your commandments.
13sLet your countenance shine upon your servant and teach me your statutes.

1:sMy eyes shed streams of tears, because people do not keep your law.

SECOND LESSON

These words celebrate the depth of God’s actions for us. Through Christ’s death for us and the
activity of the Spirit praying for us, we are fused to God’s love poured out in Jesus Christ.
Nothing, not even death itself, is able to separate us from such incredible divine love.

SECOND READING: Romans 8:26-39

These words celebrate the depth of God’s actions for us. Through Christ’s death for us and the
activity of the Spirit praying for us, we are fused to God’s love poured out in Jesus Christ.
Nothing, not even death itself, is able to separate us from such incredible divine love.

2 The Spirit helps us in our weakness; for we do not know how to pray as we ought, but that very
Spirit intercedes with sighs too deep for words. -z/And God, who searches the heart, knows what
is the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for the saints according to the will of God.

»sWe know that all things work together for good for those who love God, who are called
according to his purpose. »sFor those whom he foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to
the image of his Son, in order that he might be the firstborn within a large family. scAnd those
whom he predestined he also called; and those whom he called he also justified; and those whom
he justified he also glorified.

s:\What then are we to say about these things? If God is for us, who is against us? =2He who did
not withhold his own Son, but gave him up for all of us, will he not with him also give us
everything else? ::-Who will bring any charge against God’s elect? It is God who justifies. ::Who
is to condemn? It is Christ Jesus, who died, yes, who was raised, who is at the right hand of God,
who indeed intercedes for us. :sWho will separate us from the love of Christ? Will hardship, or
distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword? :sAs it is written,

“For your sake we are being killed all day long; we are accounted as sheep to be slaughtered.”
»No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. :sFor | am
convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to
come, nor powers, ssnor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to
separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.



Word of God, Word of life Thanks be to God.
GOSPEL

Throughout Matthew’s gospel, Jesus and his disciples proclaim the good news that “the kingdom
of heaven is near!” Here, Jesus offers several brief parables that explore the implications of this
announcement for people’s lives.

The Holy Gospel according to Matthew 13: 31-33, 44-52

siJesus put before the crowds another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like a mustard seed
that someone took and sowed in his field;zit is the smallest of all the seeds, but when it has
grown it is the greatest of shrubs and becomes a tree, so that the birds of the air come and make
nests in its branches.”

ssHe told them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like yeast that a woman took and
mixed in with three measures of flour until all of it was leavened.”

+“The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field, which someone found and hid;
then in his joy he goes and sells all that he has and buys that field.

15 Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant in search of fine pearls; sson finding one
pearl of great value, he went and sold all that he had and bought it.

17*Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a net that was thrown into the sea and caught fish of
every kind; :swhen it was full, they drew it ashore, sat down, and put the good into baskets but
threw out the bad. «So it will be at the end of the age. The angels will come out and separate the
evil from the righteous scand throw them into the furnace of fire, where there will be weeping and
gnashing of teeth.

s1“Have you understood all this?” They answered, “Yes.” s2And he said to them, “Therefore
every scribe who has been trained for the kingdom of heaven is like the master of a household
who brings out of his treasure what is new and what is old.”

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.
SERMON
APOSTLES’ CREED (LBW p. 84)

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended into hell. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is
seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. |
believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

THE PRAYERS



Confident of your care and helped by the Holy Spirit, we pray for the church, the world, and all
who are in need.
A brief silence.

Merciful God, your reign is revealed to us in common things: a mustard shrub, a woman baking
bread, a fishing net. Help your church witness to the surprising yet common ways you encounter
us in daily life. Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

When your word is opened, it gives light and understanding. Increase our understanding and awe
of your creation; guide the work of scientists and researchers. Treasuring the earth, may we live
as grateful and healing caretakers of our home. Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

As the birds of the air nest in branches of trees, gather the nations of the world into the
welcoming shade of your merciful reign. Direct leaders of nations to build trust with each other
and walk in the way of peace. Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Your Spirit helps us in our weakness and intercedes for the saints according to your will. Help us
when we do not know how to pray. Give comfort to the dying, refuge to the weary, justice to
those who are oppressed, and healing to the sick. Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

You show steadfast love and direct us to ask of you what we need. Help this congregation ask
boldly for what is most needed. Refresh us with new dreams of being your people in this place
and time. Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

In you our lives are never lost. Strengthen us by the inspiring witness of your people in all times
and places. Embolden our witness now and one day gather us with all your saints in light. Lord,
in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Pastor

In the certain hope that nothing can separate us from your love, we offer these prayers to you;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

OFFERTORY PRAYER

God of all creation, all you have made is good, and your love endures forever. You bring
forth bread from the earth and fruit from the vine. Nourish us with these gifts, that we
might be for the world signs of your gracious presence in Jesus Christ, our Savior and
Lord.

Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,



as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us
from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

BLESSING
Pastor

The Lord Bless you and keep you. The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace. Amen

HYMN
SATURDAY- LET US TALENTS AND TONGUES EMPLOY - WOQV 754

Let Us Talents and Tongues Employ
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Text: Tred Kaan, b 1929
Music: LINSTEAD, Jamaican folk tune; adapl. Doreen Polter, 1925-1980
Text and music © 1975 Hope Publishing Company. Carol Stream. IL 60188, All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copydght administrator.

SUNDAY - GOD, WHEN HUMAN BONDS ARE BROKEN - ELW 603



God, When Human Bonds Are Broken
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Text: Fred Kaan. b, 1929
Music: MERTON. William 1. Monk. 1823-1889
Text @ 1989 Hupe Publishing Company, Carol Stream. [L 60188, All righits reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from vopyright administrator,

DISMISSAL

Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
We will. Thanks be to God.

Pastoral Care: If you need pastoral care for yourself, family, friends, or a loved one, please
call the church office or contact Pastor Stephen Yambor (908)386-2778. The machine will
ask for your name. Pastor Kramer is also available at (908)763-6704.



