Welcome!

O Come, let us worship! (Ps. 95:6)

Sunday, February 11, 2024
Last Sunday after Epiphany

St. James Lutheran Church
1213 U. S. Route 22
Phillipsburg, NJ 08865

Vice Pastor: Scott Schantzenbach

908.454.2864 www.strawchurch.org strawchurch@gmail.com



http://www.strawchurch.org/

Welcome to St. James!

We are so glad you are here! The people of God have been worshipping in this place
since 1750. Much has changed since then, but God has not changed. Jesus Christ is the
same yesterday, today and tomorrow. He is our anchor in every storm, a light to our feet,
our savior and our friend. Jesus rejoices that each of us has come to His house!

Introduction to the day

The Sundays after Epiphany began with Jesus’ baptism and end with three disciples’
vision of his transfiguration. In Mark’s story of Jesus’ baptism, apparently only Jesus
sees the Spirit descending and hears the words from heaven. But now Jesus’ three closest
friends hear the same words naming him God’s Beloved. As believers, Paul writes, we
are enabled to see the God-light in Jesus’ face, because the same God who created light
in the first place has shone in our hearts to give us that vision. The light of God’s glory in
Jesus has enlightened us through baptism and shines in us also for others to see.

If you are visiting today: Thank you for joining us today! If you have any questions,

please ask! We ask that you sign our guest book or complete a hospitality card located in the
pew racks. If you would like more information about us, please don’t hesitate to contact the
church office.

Presiding Seminarian Daniel Marrone
Liturgist Jamie McLain
Musicians Dave Miller

Vice-Pastor Contact Information:

Pastor Scott Schantzenbach
908-892-8299
pastorschantzenbach@gmail.com
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i WE GATHER ¢

We prepare our hearts and minds to receive God’s grace through the Word

PRAYER CONCERNS, GOD-SPOTS & ANNOUNCEMENTS

BRIEF ORDER FOR CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS *(please stand if able) *
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets
are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we
may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our
Lord.

Amen.

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. But if we
confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all
unrighteousness.

Most merciful God,

we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned
against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have
left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our
neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in
your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen

Beloved of God: your sins are forgiven * and you are made whole. God points the way
to new life in Christ, who meets us on the road. Journey now in God’s abiding love
through the power of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.



GATHERING HYMN: LBW 332- “Battle Hymn of the Republic”

GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all.

And also, with you.
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And also, with you.
Let us pray.

Almighty God, the resplendent light of your truth shines from the mountaintop into our
hearts. Transfigure us by your beloved Son, and illumine the world with your image,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.



i WORD T
God speaks to us through scripture, sermon and song.

*(The congregation may be seated.) *

First Reading: 2 Kings 2:1-12

Today’s reading centers on the transfer of power and authority from the prophet Elijah to
Elisha. Their travels, which retrace the path of Joshua back to Moab (the place where
Moses died) and the parting of the waters, demonstrate that Elisha and Elijah are
legitimate successors of the great prophet Moses.

!Now when the LoRD was about to take Elijah up to heaven by a whirlwind, Elijah and
Elisha were on their way from Gilgal. 2Elijah said to Elisha, “Stay here; for the LORD has
sent me as far as Bethel.” But Elisha said, “As the LORD lives, and as you yourself live, |
will not leave you.” So they went down to Bethel. *The company of prophets who were in
Bethel came out to Elisha, and said to him, “Do you know that today the LORD will take
your master away from you?” And he said, “Yes, I know; keep silent.”

“Elijah said to him, “Elisha, stay here; for the LORD has sent me to Jericho.” But he
said, “As the LORD lives, and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.” So they came to
Jericho. °The company of prophets who were at Jericho drew near to Elisha, and said to
him, “Do you know that today the LORD will take your master away from you?”” And he
answered, “Yes, I know; be silent.”

®Then Elijah said to him, “Stay here; for the LORD has sent me to the Jordan.” But he
said, “As the LORD lives, and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.” So the two of
them went on. ‘Fifty men of the company of prophets also went, and stood at some
distance from them, as they both were standing by the Jordan. 8Then Elijah took his
mantle and rolled it up, and struck the water; the water was parted to the one side and to
the other, until the two of them crossed on dry ground.

"When they had crossed, Elijah said to Elisha, “Tell me what I may do for you, before I
am taken from you.” Elisha said, “Please let me inherit a double share of your
spirit.” 1°He responded, “You have asked a hard thing; yet, if you see me as I am being
taken from you, it will be granted you; if not, it will not.” **As they continued walking
and talking, a chariot of fire and horses of fire separated the two of them, and Elijah
ascended in a whirlwind into heaven. *2Elisha kept watching and crying out, “Father,
father! The chariots of Israel and its horsemen!” But when he could no longer see him, he
grasped his own clothes and tore them in two pieces.

Thanks be to God.



PSALM: Psalm 50:1-6

Out of Zion, perfect in beauty, God shines forth in glory. (Ps. 50:2)

The mighty one, God the | LORD, has spoken;

calling the earth from the rising of the sun ! to its setting.
20ut of Zion, perfect ! in its beauty,

God shines ! forth in glory. R
30ur God will come and will | not keep silence;

with a consuming flame before, and round about a ! raging storm.
“God calls the heavens and the earth | from above

to witness the judgment ! of the people.
S“Gather before me my ! loyal followers,

those who have made a covenant with me and sealed ! it with sacrifice.”
The heavens declare the rightness | of God’s cause,

for it is God | who is judge. R

Second Reading: 2 Corinthians 4:3-6

The spotlight of Christian ministry is not on the people who carry out ministry but on the
Lord Jesus Christ. Just as God made light shine at creation, God makes the light of Jesus
Christ shine in our lives through Christian ministry.

3Even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who are perishing. “In their case the god
of this world has blinded the minds of the unbelievers, to keep them from seeing the light
of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God. °For we do not proclaim
ourselves; we proclaim Jesus Christ as Lord and ourselves as your slaves for Jesus’

sake. ®For it is the God who said, “Let light shine out of darkness,” who has shone in our
hearts to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ.

Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL.: *(please stand if able)*

Alleluia. This is my | Son, my Chosen, * lis- | ten to him! Alleluia. (Luke 9:35)
The Holy Gospel according to Mark 9:2-9

Glory to you, O Lord.



Mark’s gospel presents the transfiguration as a preview of what would become apparent
to Jesus’ followers after he rose from the dead. Confused disciples are given a vision of
God'’s glory manifest in the beloved Son.

2Six days later, Jesus took with him Peter and James and John, and led them up a high
mountain apart, by themselves. And he was transfigured before them, 3and his clothes
became dazzling white, such as no one on earth could bleach them. *And there appeared
to them Elijah with Moses, who were talking with Jesus. °Then Peter said to Jesus,
“Rabbi, it is good for us to be here; let us make three dwellings, one for you, one for
Moses, and one for Elijah.” ®He did not know what to say, for they were terrified. "Then a
cloud overshadowed them, and from the cloud there came a voice, “This is my Son, the
Beloved; listen to him!” 8Suddenly when they looked around, they saw no one with them
any more, but only Jesus.

°As they were coming down the mountain, he ordered them to tell no one about what
they had seen, until after the Son of Man had risen from the dead.

The Gospel of the Lord.

Praise to you, O Christ.

*(The congregation may be seated.) *

SERMON

Silence for reflection may follow

HYMN OF PRAISE : WOV 776 - “Be Thou My Vision”



NICENE CREED *(please stand if able)*

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is,
seen and unseen. We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally
begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,begotten,
not made, of one Being with the Father. Through him all things were made. For us and for
our salvation he came down from heaven; by the power of the Holy Spirit he became
incarnate from the virgin Mary, and was made man. For our sake he was crucified under
Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in
accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of
the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom
will have no end. We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds
from the Father and the Son. With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. He
has spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We
acknowledge one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the
dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.

THE PRAYERS

As we celebrate Christ embodied in human form, we pray for God’s blessing on the
church, the world, and all of creation.

A brief silence.

We pray for the church, that the transformational power of God enters the hearts of all
people. May its leaders serve as examples of your grace and healing across time and
space. God of grace,

receive our prayer.

We pray for the creation, that we will humbly observe the swirl of wind and the heat of
the bright sun. Teach us to honor all you have made and to care for the animals, plants,
air, and bodies of water of this planet. God of grace,

receive our prayer.

We pray for those charged with leadership, lawmaking, and governance of our towns,
states, and countries, that they will strive for goodness and justice all the days of their

lives and callings. God of grace,

receive our prayer.



We pray for any who are sick and suffering especially Jim, Barbara, Pr. Brndjar, Shirley J
and our homebound; Beverly, Helen, Marcia, Alayna & Elsie. Guide us to offer
hospitality, shelter, friendship, and care to any in need. God of grace,

receive our prayer.

We pray for this congregation and its ministry in the wider community. May we share the
transforming beauty and love of God in ways that honor the dignity of all whom we
encounter. God of grace,

receive our prayer.

Trusting that all the saints, prophets, and those who die in faith are held in your care, we
remember in thanksgiving those who have died. Grant us your gift of salvation as we
await your coming again in glory. God of grace,

receive our prayer.

Knowing the Holy Spirit intercedes for us, we offer these prayers and the silent prayers of

our hearts in the name of our Savior, Jesus Christ.
Amen.

PEACE

The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also, with you.

*(The congregation may be seated.) *

OFFERTORY

OFFERTORY PRAYER *(please stand if able) *

Let us pray.
Merciful Father,
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we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first given us—ourselves, our
time, and our possessions, signs of your gracious love. Receive them for the sake of
him who offered himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will
be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us
our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and
the glory, forever and ever.

Amen.

BLESSING

Pastor

God who names you,
Christ who claims you,
and the Holy Spirit who dwells in you,

+ bless you and remain with you always.

Amen.

7 SENDING
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

SENDING HYMN: WOV 650 - “We Are Marching in the Light of God ”

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. You are God’s beloved.

Thanks be to God.
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Altar Flowers: There is a sign-up sheet in the narthex.

f This week’s flowers donated by Church Council

Communion: Please fill out the communion cards so record of who takes communion

can be kept.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Social Ministry is collecting donations for Veteran’s Haven North. Please see wish

list below:

Cleaning Supplies

¢ Laundry soaps & dryer sheets
(Limited to following brands only)

| Laundry Soaps Dryer Sheets
All Mighty Pacs Snuggle
All Mighty Pacs All- Free &
Free & Clear Clear
Tide Pods GAIN
Tide Pods — Free Berkley
& Clear Jensen (Bls)
Kirkland Ultra Laundry Bags
Clean Pacs
Kirkland Single
Dose
Purex Liguid

*  Clorox Wipes
¢ Soap Holders

Seasonal Items
*  Flowers
*  Mulch

LARGER ITEMS:
Fuse ball Table
Air Hockey Table
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Personal Use Items

Men's Wallets

Watches

Gift Cards (ShopRite, Walmart, Dunkin
Donuts, Uber/Lyft, Visa, etc.)
Coffee/Travel Mugs (Stainless) with Lid
Water Bottles with Spout Lid
Mouthwash (Alcohol Free Only)

Black Work Boots/Shoes (Non-Slip,
(Oil-Resistant)

Winter boots, sneakers and slippers
Men Sizes 8-13 and Women's Sizes 7-10

L. XL, 2XL, 3X, 4X Men’s & Women’s
Clothing (Sweatpants, sweatshirts, boxers,
Short and long sleeved T-shirts, Hoodies)
Men’s & Women’s Jeans

Reading Glasses of all strengths
Comforters/Sheet Sets (XL-Twin)
Throw Blankets

Pillows

Body Wash

Chapstick

Towels

Laundry Bags

Electric Shavers

Disposable Razors (Men’s & Women’s)
Coffee (Regular Only)



EVENTS

Boy Scouts: Every Wednesday 7p-8:30p.

Church Council: Tuesday, February 20@ 7:00pm at the church.

Executive Committee: TBD

Financial Committee: TBD

Worship and Music: TBD

Property: Tuesday, February 13@ 10:00am at the church.

Social Ministry: Wednesday, February 14@ 10am at the church.
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