
15th Sunday after Pentecost  Sunday, September 13, 2020 
 

Please use the bulletin below to guide you through the service.  For those using a computer/smart 

phone with video on Zoom, you will be led through the service with Power Point. 

 

*Congregation members may be muted at times during the service as needed to maintain audio 

quality.  

 

Announcements—We realize a lot of changes are being made concerning church.  

However, expenses continue for our church.  Benevolence is one not only for us, but helps 

to support others in their work. A locking mail box has been installed for your convenience 

to drop off envelopes during this time.  Please continue to give. 

 

Grocery shoppers have offered to pick up any needed groceries for those unable to get out. 

Please call the church at (908) 454-2864 and your call will be returned. 

 

The Covid Outreach Committee is planning donations for the month of July which includes 

hygiene kits and groceries. Please help us do God’s work by donating.  Enclose your 

donation in a marked envelope for “Covid 19 donation” and mail to the church or put in 

our new locked mailbox at the church.  Hygiene supplies can be left on the main porch.  

Thank you. 

 

Due to continued concern of Covid 19 it has been decided that we will continue with church 

services on Zoom and dial-in as shown below. 

 

Zoom Dial-In Number and Code: Call: 1-646-558-8656  

              When asked, use access code: 908-454-2864 

              No Participant Code.   

              Password: 1750 

Reminder for those using video on Zoom: Be mindful you are on camera 

 

BRIEF ORDER FOR CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

 

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are 

hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may 

perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen 

 

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. But if we confess our 

sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

Most merciful God, 

 

We confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against 

you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. 



We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 

For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead 

us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy 

name. Amen 

 

Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us and, for his sake, forgives us all our 

sins. As a called and ordained minister of the Church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore 

declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the ☩ 

Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

 

Amen 

 

HYMN   

SATURDAY – YOU SATISFY THE HUNGRY HEART – WOV 711 

 
SUNDAY – WHERE CHARITY AND LOVE PREVAIL – LBW 126 



 
GREETING (ELW p. 266) 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 

with you all. 

And also with you. 

 
KYRIE 

In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 

For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity of 

all, let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 

For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 

Amen 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

The Lord be with you. 



And also with you. 

Let us pray. . . . 

O Lord God, merciful judge, you are the inexhaustible fountain of forgiveness. Replace our 

hearts of stone with hearts that love and adore you, that we may delight in doing your will, 

through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen 

 

FIRST LESSON 

After Jacob’s death the brothers of Joseph begged for forgiveness for the crime they had done 

against him. You intended to do me harm, Joseph said, but God used this as an opportunity to do 

good and save many lives. 

FIRST READING Genesis 50:15-21 

 

15Realizing that their father was dead, Joseph’s brothers said, “What if Joseph still bears a grudge 

against us and pays us back in full for all the wrong that we did to him?” 16So they approached 

Joseph, saying, “Your father gave this instruction before he died, 17‘Say to Joseph: I beg you, 

forgive the crime of your brothers and the wrong they did in harming you.’ Now therefore please 

forgive the crime of the servants of the God of your father.” Joseph wept when they spoke to 

him. 18Then his brothers also wept, fell down before him, and said, “We are here as your slaves.” 

19But Joseph said to them, “Do not be afraid! Am I in the place of God? 20Even though you 

intended to do harm to me, God intended it for good, in order to preserve a numerous people, as 

he is doing today. 21So have no fear; I myself will provide for you and your little ones.” In this 

way he reassured them, speaking kindly to them. 

 

Word of God, word of life. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

PSALM 103: 1-13 

LORD, you are full of compassion and mercy. (Ps. 103:8) 

1Bless the LORD, O my soul, and all that is within me, bless God’s holy name. 

2Bless the LORD, O my soul, and forget not all God’s benefits— 

3who forgives all your sins and heals all your diseases; 

4who redeems your life from the grave and crowns you with steadfast love and mercy;  

5who satisfies your desires with good things so that your youth is renewed like an eagle’s. 

6O LORD, you provide vindication and justice for all who are oppressed. 

7You made known your ways to Moses and your works to the children of Israel. 

8LORD, you are full of compassion and mercy, slow to anger and abounding in steadfast 

love;  

9you will not always accuse us, nor will you keep your anger forever. 

10You have not dealt with us according to our sins, nor repaid us according to our 



iniquities. 

11For as the heavens are high above the earth, so great is your steadfast love for those who fear 

you. 

12As far as the east is from the west, so far have you removed our transgressions from us. 

13As a father has compassion for his children, so you have compassion for those who fear you, O 

LORD.  

 

SECOND LESSON 

This Christian community has significant struggles with diversity. Here Paul helps us understand 

that despite different practices in worship and personal piety, we do not judge one another. All 

Christians belong to the Lord Jesus Christ who died for all of us and will judge each of us. 

SECOND READING: Romans 14:1-12 

 

1Welcome those who are weak in faith, but not for the purpose of quarreling over opinions. 

2Some believe in eating anything, while the weak eat only vegetables. 3Those who eat must not 

despise those who abstain, and those who abstain must not pass judgment on those who eat; for 

God has welcomed them. 4Who are you to pass judgment on servants of another? It is before 

their own lord that they stand or fall. And they will be upheld, for the Lord is able to make them 

stand. 

  5Some judge one day to be better than another, while others judge all days to be alike. Let all 

be fully convinced in their own minds. 6Those who observe the day, observe it in honor of the 

Lord. Also those who eat, eat in honor of the Lord, since they give thanks to God; while those 

who abstain, abstain in honor of the Lord and give thanks to God. 

  7We do not live to ourselves, and we do not die to ourselves. 8If we live, we live to the Lord, 

and if we die, we die to the Lord; so then, whether we live or whether we die, we are the Lord’s. 

9For to this end Christ died and lived again, so that he might be Lord of both the dead and the 

living. 

  10Why do you pass judgment on your brother or sister? Or you, why do you despise your 

brother or sister? For we will all stand before the judgment seat of God. 11For it is written,  

 “As I live, says the Lord, every knee shall bow to me, 

  and every tongue shall give praise to God.” 

12So then, each of us will be accountable to God. 

Word of God, Word of life  Thanks be to God. 

GOSPEL 

When Peter asks about the limits of forgiveness, Jesus responds with a parable that suggests 

human forgiveness should mirror the unlimited mercy of God. 

The Holy Gospel according to Matthew 18:21-35 

 

21Peter came and said to Jesus, “Lord, if another member of the church sins against me, how 

often should I forgive? As many as seven times?” 22Jesus said to him, “Not seven times, but, I 



tell you, seventy-seven times. 

  23“For this reason the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who wished to settle 

accounts with his slaves. 24When he began the reckoning, one who owed him ten thousand talents 

was brought to him; 25and, as he could not pay, his lord ordered him to be sold, together with his 

wife and children and all his possessions, and payment to be made. 26So the slave fell on his 

knees before him, saying, ‘Have patience with me, and I will pay you everything.’ 27And out of 

pity for him, the lord of that slave released him and forgave him the debt. 28But that same slave, 

as he went out, came upon one of his fellow slaves who owed him a hundred denarii; and seizing 

him by the throat, he said, ‘Pay what you owe.’ 29Then his fellow slave fell down and pleaded 

with him, ‘Have patience with me, and I will pay you.’ 30But he refused; then he went and threw 

him into prison until he would pay the debt. 31When his fellow slaves saw what had happened, 

they were greatly distressed, and they went and reported to their lord all that had taken place. 

32Then his lord summoned him and said to him, ‘You wicked slave! I forgave you all that debt 

because you pleaded with me. 33Should you not have had mercy on your fellow slave, as I had 

mercy on you?’ 34And in anger his lord handed him over to be tortured until he would pay his 

entire debt. 35So my heavenly Father will also do to every one of you, if you do not forgive your 

brother or sister from your heart.” 

  

The Gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

SERMON 

 

 

 

APOSTLES’ CREED (LBW p. 84) 

 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended into hell.  On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is 

seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. I 

believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the 

forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

 

THE PRAYERS 

Drawn together in the compassion of God, we pray for the church, the world, and all those in 

need. 

A brief silence. 

You welcome us when we are weak in faith. Uphold your church throughout the world; make it a 

place of welcome. Strengthen faith through Bible studies and Sunday schools, confirmation 

classes and youth ministries. Nurture new ministries of education and growth. Lord, in your 

mercy, 



hear our prayer. 

The heights of the heavens show us the vastness of your steadfast love. Have compassion on 

your creation. Where human selfishness has brought ruin and destruction, we look to you to heal, 

renew, and redeem your world. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

Make your ways known to the nations. Speak kindness to our bitter grudges. Settle our hearts 

when we want to settle accounts with violence. Bless our leaders with patience and wisdom. 

Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

Bring healing and justice wherever harm is dealt. Provide vindication for all who are oppressed. 

Free victims of human trafficking and forced labor; deliver all who are bound by debt. Feed all 

who hunger, and guard refugees fleeing famine, poverty, and war. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

Teach us to forgive. Remind us that you do not always accuse us. Still our tongues when we are 

tempted to pass judgment and argue over opinions. Make this congregation a community of 

mercy for one another and for all our neighbors. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

Whether we live or whether we die, we are yours. We thank you for those who have showed us 

faithfulness, for the knees that taught us how to bow to you and the tongues that taught us to 

praise you. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

Pastor 

All these things and whatever else you see that we need, we entrust to your mercy; through 

Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 
 
 

 

OFFERTORY PRAYER 

 

Merciful God, as grains of wheat scattered upon the hills were gathered together to become one 

bread, so let your church be gathered together from the ends of the earth into your kingdom, for 

yours is the glory through Jesus Christ, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 

from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

 

BLESSING 

Pastor 

 

The Lord Bless you and keep you. The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.  Amen 



 

HYMN 

SATURDAY and SUNDAY – AMAZING GRACE – LBW 448 

 
 

DISMISSAL 

 

Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 

We will.  Thanks be to God. 

 

 



Pastoral Care:  If you need pastoral care for yourself, family, friends, or a loved one, please 

call the church office or contact Pastor Stephen Yambor (908)386-2778.  The machine will 

ask for your name.  Pastor Kramer is also available at (908)763-6704. 


