14w Sunday after Pentecost Sunday, September 6, 2020

Please use the bulletin below to guide you through the service. For those using a computer/smart
phone with video on Zoom, you will be led through the service with Power Point.

*Congregation members may be muted at times during the service as needed to maintain audio
quality.

Announcements—We realize a lot of changes are being made concerning church.

However, expenses continue for our church. Benevolence is one not only for us, but helps
to support others in their work. A locking mail box has been installed for your convenience
to drop off envelopes during this time. Please continue to give.

Grocery shoppers have offered to pick up any needed groceries for those unable to get out.
Please call the church at (908) 454-2864 and your call will be returned.

The Covid Outreach Committee is planning donations for the month of July which includes
hygiene kits and groceries. Please help us do God’s work by donating. Enclose your
donation in a marked envelope for “Covid 19 donation” and mail to the church or put in
our new locked mailbox at the church. Hygiene supplies can be left on the main porch.
Thank you.

Due to continued concern of Covid 19 it has been decided that we will continue with church
services on Zoom and dial-in as shown below.

Zoom Dial-In Number and Code: Call: 1-646-558-8656
When asked, use access code: 908-454-2864
No Participant Code.
Password: 1750

Reminder for those using video on Zoom: Be mindful you are on camera

BRIEF ORDER FOR CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are
hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may
perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. But if we confess our
sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.
Most merciful God,

We confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against
you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone.



We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead
us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy
name. Amen

Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us and, for his sake, forgives us all our
sins. As a called and ordained minister of the Church of Christ, and by his authority, | therefore
declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the
Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen
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Seek Ye First the Kingdom of God
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Text: st. 1, Matt. 6:33, adapt. Karen Lafferty. b. 1948: st. 2, Matt. 7:7: st. 3. Matt. 4:4
Music:  Karen Lafferty, b. 1948
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SUNDAY - PRAISE MY SOUL, THE KING OF HEAVEN LBW 549

Praise, My Soul, the King of Heaven
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I Praisc,my soul, the King of hcav - en; to his fecct your trib-ute bring.
2 Praise him for his grace and fa - vor to our fore-bears in dis - tress.
3 Tend - er - Iy  he shieldsand spares us; well our fee - ble frame he knows.
4 An - gels help us to  a-dore him, who be-hold him face to face.
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Ran-somed, healed, re - stored,for - giv-en, ev-er- more his prais-es sing.
Praisc him, still the same for - ev - cr. slow to chide and swift to blcss.
In his hands he gent - ly bears vs. res-cues us from all our foes.
Sun and moon bowdown bc-forc him; all who dwell in timc and space.
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Al-le - lu-ial Al -le - Iu - ia! Praise the ev - er - last-ing King'
Al-le - lu-ial  Al-1le - lu-ia! Glo-rious in his faith - ful - ness!
Al-le - lu-ial Al -le - lu-ia! Wide-1ly as his mer - cy flows.
Al-le - lu-ia! Al -le - lu-ia! Praise with us the God of grace.
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Text: Henry F. Lyte, 17931847
Music: Praase, My Soul, John Goss, 1800-1880

Dwplication in any Lorm prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator,

GREETING (ELW p. 266)

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be
with you all.

And also with you.

KYRIE

In peace, let us pray to the Lord.

Lord, have mercy.

For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.

Lord, have mercy.

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity of
all, let us pray to the Lord.

Lord, have mercy.

For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.



Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.
Amen

PRAYER OF THE DAY
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Let us pray. . ..

O Lord God, enliven and preserve your church with your perpetual mercy. Without your help,
we mortals will fail; remove far from us everything that is harmful, and lead us toward all that
gives life and salvation, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen

FIRST LESSON

God appointed Ezekiel as a sentinel for the house of Israel. Ezekiel must faithfully convey God'’s
warnings to the people. Remarkably, God—who is about to attack Jerusalem—gives a warning
with the hope that repentance will make the attack unnecessary.

FIRST READING Ezekiel 33:7-11

7So you, mortal, I have made a sentinel for the house of Israel; whenever you hear a word from
my mouth, you shall give them warning from me. sIf I say to the wicked, “O wicked ones, you
shall surely die,” and you do not speak to warn the wicked to turn from their ways, the wicked
shall die in their iniquity, but their blood I will require at your hand. ¢But if you warn the wicked
to turn from their ways, and they do not turn from their ways, the wicked shall die in their
iniquity, but you will have saved your life.

10Now you, mortal, say to the house of Israel, Thus you have said: “Our transgressions and our
sins weigh upon us, and we waste away because of them; how then can we live?” 11Say to them,
As | live, says the Lord Gob, I have no pleasure in the death of the wicked, but that the wicked
turn from their ways and live; turn back, turn back from your evil ways; for why will you die,

O house of Israel?

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM 119:33-40

The psalm for the day is sung.

| desire the path of your commandments. (Ps. 119:35)

s3Teach me, O LORD, the way of your statutes, and I shall keep it to the end.

31Give me understanding, and | shall keep your teaching; I shall keep it with all my heart.
ssLead me in the path of your commandments, for that is my desire.



sslncline my heart to your decrees and not to unjust gain.

s7Turn my eyes from be- holding falsehood; give me life in your way.

ssFulfill your promise to your servant, which is for those who fear you.
s9Turn away the reproach that I dread, because your judgments are good.
s0Behold, I long for your commandments; by your righteousness enliven me.

SECOND LESSON

The obligation of Christians is to love one another and so fulfill the heart and goal of the law.
Clothes make the person as we “put on the Lord Jesus Christ” and live today in light of the
future God has in store for us.

SECOND READING: Romans 12:9-21

sOwe no one anything, except to love one another; for the one who loves another has fulfilled the
law. 9The commandments, “Y ou shall not commit adultery; You shall not murder; You shall not
steal; You shall not covet”; and any other commandment, are summed up in this word, “Love
your neighbor as yourself.” 10Love does no wrong to a neighbor; therefore, love is the fulfilling
of the law.

11Besides this, you know what time it is, how it is now the moment for you to wake from
sleep. For salvation is nearer to us now than when we became believers; 12the night is far gone,
the day is near. Let us then lay aside the works of darkness and put on the armor of light; 1zlet us
live honorably as in the day, not in reveling and drunkenness, not in debauchery and
licentiousness, not in quarreling and jealousy. 1sInstead, put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make
no provision for the flesh, to gratify its desires.

Word of God, Word of life Thanks be to God.
GOSPEL

Jesus offers practical advice to his disciples on how individuals—and the church as a whole—
should go about restoring relationships when one member has sinned against another.

The Holy Gospel according to Matthew 18:15-20

Jesus said to the disciples: 15“If another member of the church sins against you, go and point out
the fault when the two of you are alone. If the member listens to you, you have regained that one.
16But if you are not listened to, take one or two others along with you, so that every word may be
confirmed by the evidence of two or three witnesses. 17If the member refuses to listen to them,
tell it to the church; and if the offender refuses to listen even to the church, let such a one be to
you as a Gentile and a tax collector. 1sTruly | tell you, whatever you bind on earth will be bound
in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven. 1sAgain, truly | tell you, if
two of you agree on earth about anything you ask, it will be done for you by my Father in
heaven. 20For where two or three are gathered in my name, [ am there among them.”

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.



SERMON

APOSTLES’ CREED (LBW p. 84)

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried,;
he descended into hell. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is
seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. |
believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

THE PRAYERS

Drawn together in the compassion of God, we pray for the church, the world, and all those in
need.

A brief silence.

Unite your church, O God. Grant us the gifts of repentance and reconciliation. Bless the
cooperative work of churches in this community. Strengthen ecumenical partnerships; guide the
work of the Lutheran World Federation and the World Council of Churches. Lord, in your
mercy,

hear our prayer.

Protect your creation, O God. Teach us ways that do not harm what you have entrusted to our
care. Renew and enliven places suffering from drought, flood, storms, or pollution. Lord, in your
mercy,

hear our prayer.

Turn nations and leaders from ways that lead to death. Shape new paths toward peace and
cooperation, teaching us to recognize one another as neighbors. Guide legislators, civil servants,
judges, and police toward laws that protect the well-being of all. Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Tend to all in need of your compassion. Hear the cries of those awaiting justice and those
yearning for forgiveness. Give community to the lonely and neighbors to the outcast. Shelter all
who are vulnerable in body, mind, or spirit. Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Sustain us in our work, O God, and give work to those who need it. Shape societies to ensure fair
treatment for all who labor. Help us to love our neighbors in and through our work. Lord, in your
mercy,

hear our prayer.

We remember with thanksgiving those who have died in faith. As you equipped them, equip us
with your protection and power, until with them we see your salvation. Lord, in your mercy,



hear our prayer.

Pastor

All these things and whatever else you see that we need, we entrust to your mercy; through
Christ our Lord.

Amen.

GIFT OF MUSIC
OFFERTORY PRAYER

God of mercy and grace, the eyes of all wait upon you, and you open your hand in blessing. Fill
us with good things at your table, that we may come to the help of all in need, through Jesus
Christ, our redeemer and Lord.

Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us
from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

BLESSING
Pastor

The Lord Bless you and keep you. The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace. Amen
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Now the Feast and Celebration
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God, to make all things new.

Text and music: Marty Haugen, b 1950
Text and music 8 120 GIA Publications, Ine. 7404 5. Mason Ave., Chicago, 1L 6063, wwa giamusic.com, $00442.3 338,
Allrights reserved. Used by permission,
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Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee
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1 Joy - ful, joy - ful we

a - dore  thee,

God  of

glo - ry, Lord of love!

2 All thy works with joy sur-round thee, earth and heav'n re - flect thy rays,
3 Thou art giv - ing and for- giv - ing, ecv - er bless-ing, cv - cr blest,
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Giv - er of im - mer-tal glad-ness, NNl us with the light of day.
chant-ing bird, and flow-ing foun-tain call us to r1¢ - joice in thee.
teach us how to love each oth - er, lift us to the joy  di-vine!

l'ext: Henry van Dyke. 1852-1933

Musgic: HYMNK TOJ0OY. Ludwig van Beethaven. 1770-1827. adapt.



DISMISSAL

Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
We will. Thanks be to God.

Pastoral Care: If you need pastoral care for yourself, family, friends, or a loved one, please
call the church office or contact Pastor Stephen Yambor (908)386-2778. The machine will
ask for your name. Pastor Kramer is also available at (908)763-6704.



