
9th Sunday after Pentecost  Sunday, August, 2020 
 

Please use the bulletin below to guide you through the service.  For those using a computer/smart 

phone with video on Zoom, you will be led through the service with Power Point. 

 

*Congregation members may be muted at times during the service as needed to maintain audio 

quality.  

 

Announcements—We realize a lot of changes are being made concerning church.  

However, expenses continue for our church.  Benevolence is one not only for us, but helps 

to support others in their work. A locking mail box has been installed for your convenience 

to drop off envelopes during this time.  Please continue to give. 

 

Grocery shoppers have offered to pick up any needed groceries for those unable to get out. 

Please call the church at (908) 454-2864 and your call will be returned. 

 

The Covid Outreach Committee is planning donations for the month of July which includes 

hygiene kits and groceries. Please help us do God’s work by donating.  Enclose your 

donation in a marked envelope for “Covid 19 donation” and mail to the church or put in 

our new locked mailbox at the church.  Hygiene supplies can be left on the main porch.  

Thank you. 

 

The Social Ministry donated $200 last month to NORWESCAP.  We received a thank you 

letter from them last week.   

 

The Links of Love donations of $120 went to Family Promise, monetary donations towards 

groceries for NORWESCAP and “The River of Life Church. 

 

Due to continued concern of Covid 19 it has been decided that we will continue with church 

services on Zoom and dial-in as shown below. 

 

Zoom Dial-In Number and Code: Call: 1-646-558-8656  

              When asked, use access code: 908-454-2864 

              No Participant Code.   

              Password: 1750 

Reminder for those using video on Zoom: Be mindful you are on camera 

 

Prayer Concerns  Meredith, Phoebe, Barbara, Stan, Lois and T.J. We pray for family and 

friends of Lois Dobes. 

 

BRIEF ORDER FOR CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

 



Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are 

hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may 

perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen 

 

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. But if we confess our 

sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

Most merciful God, 

 

We confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against 

you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. 

We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 

For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead 

us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy 

name. Amen 

 

Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us and, for his sake, forgives us all our 

sins. As a called and ordained minister of the Church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore 

declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the ☩ 

Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

 

Amen 

 

HYMN  

SATURDAY AND SUNDAY – O CHRIST THE SAME – WOV 778 



 



 

GREETING (ELW p. 266) 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 

with you all. 

And also with you. 

 
KYRIE 

In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 

For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity of 

all, let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 

For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 

Amen 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Let us pray. . . . 

O God, you have prepared for those who love you joys beyond understanding. Pour into 

our hearts such love for you that, loving you above all things, we may obtain your 

promises, which exceed all that we can desire; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen 

 

FIRST LESSON 

God invites Israel to a great feast at which both food and drink are free. God also promises to 

make an everlasting covenant with all peoples, with promises that previously had been limited to 

Israel. As David was a witness to the nations, these nations shall now acknowledge the ways in 

which God has glorified Israel. 

 FIRST READING: Isaiah 55:1-5 

1Ho, everyone who thirsts, come to the waters; and you that have no money, come, buy and eat! 

Come, buy wine and milk without money and without price. 2Why do you spend your money for 

that which is not bread, and your labor for that which does not satisfy? Listen carefully to me, 

and eat what is good, and delight yourselves in rich food. 3Incline your ear, and come to me; 

listen, so that you may live. I will make with you an everlasting covenant, my steadfast, sure love 

for David. 4See, I made him a witness to the peoples, a leader and commander for the peoples. 

5See, you shall call nations that you do not know, and nations that do not know you shall run to 

you, because of the LORD your God, the Holy One of Israel, for he has glorified you. 



 

Word of God, word of life. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

PSALM 145:8-9, 14-21 

You open wide your hand and satisfy the desire of every living thing. (Ps. 145:16) 

8The LORD is gracious and full of compassion, slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love. 

9LORD, you are good to all, and :your compassion is over all your works. - 

14The Lord upholds all those who fall and lifts up those who are bowed down. 

15The eyes of all wait upon you, O LORD, and you give them their food in due season. 

16You open wide your hand and satisfy the desire of every living thing. 

17You are righteous in all your ways and loving in all your works.  

18You are near to all who call upon you, to all who call upon you faithfully. 

19You fulfill the desire of those who fear you; you hear their cry and save them. 

20You watch over all those who love you, but all the wicked you shall destroy. 

21My mouth shall speak the praise of the LORD; let all flesh bless God’s holy name forever 

and ever.  

 

SECOND LESSON 

This begins a new section in Paul’s letter in which he will deal with the place of Israel in God’s 

saving plan. He opens by highlighting how Israel’s heritage and legacy include being God’s 

children, having God’s covenants, being given God’s law, participating in worship of God, and 

receiving divine promises. 

SECOND READING: Romans 9:1-5 

 

1I am speaking the truth in Christ—I am not lying; my conscience confirms it by the Holy 

Spirit—2I have great sorrow and unceasing anguish in my heart. 3For I could wish that I myself 

were accursed and cut off from Christ for the sake of my own people, my kindred according to 

the flesh. 4They are Israelites, and to them belong the adoption, the glory, the covenants, the 

giving of the law, the worship, and the promises; 5to them belong the patriarchs, and from them, 

according to the flesh, comes the Messiah, who is over all, God blessed forever. Amen. 

Word of God, Word of life  Thanks be to God. 

GOSPEL 

After John the Baptist is murdered, Jesus desires a time of solitude. Still, his compassion for 

others will not allow him to dismiss those who need him, and he is moved to perform one of his 

greatest miracles. 

The Holy Gospel according to Matthew 14:13-21 

 



13Now when Jesus heard about the beheading of John the Baptist, he withdrew from there in a 

boat to a deserted place by himself. But when the crowds heard it, they followed him on foot 

from the towns. 14When he went ashore, he saw a great crowd; and he had compassion for them 

and cured their sick. 15When it was evening, the disciples came to him and said, “This is a 

deserted place, and the hour is now late; send the crowds away so that they may go into the 

villages and buy food for themselves.” 16Jesus said to them, “They need not go away; you give 

them something to eat.” 17They replied, “We have nothing here but five loaves and two fish.” 

18And he said, “Bring them here to me.” 19Then he ordered the crowds to sit down on the grass. 

Taking the five loaves and the two fish, he looked up to heaven, and blessed and broke the 

loaves, and gave them to the disciples, and the disciples gave them to the crowds. 20And all ate 

and were filled; and they took up what was left over of the broken pieces, twelve baskets full. 

21And those who ate were about five thousand men, besides women and children. 

 

The Gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

SERMON 

 

APOSTLES’ CREED (LBW p. 84) 

 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended into hell.  On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is 

seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. I 

believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the 

forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

 

THE PRAYERS 

Confident of your care and helped by the Holy Spirit, we pray for the church, the world, and all 

who are in need. 

A brief silence. 

You take resources that appear to be meager, bless them, and there is enough. May your church 

trust that what you bless and ask us to share with the world is abundantly sufficient. Lord, in 

your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

Your bountiful creation offers sustenance and life for all creatures. Protect this abundance for the 

well-being of all. Reverse the damage we have caused your creation. Replenish ground water 

supplies, provide needed rains in places of drought, and protect forests from wildfires. Lord, in 

your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 



You offer yourself to all the nations and peoples of the earth, inviting everyone to abundant life. 

Bring the prophetic vision to fullness, that all nations will run to you and that nations who do not 

know you will find their joy in you. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

You open your hand and satisfy the desire of every living thing. Hear the anguish of tender 

hearts who cry to you in suffering and satisfy their deepest needs. Bring wholeness and healing 

to those who suffer in body, heart, soul, and mind. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

You offer freely the fullness of salvation. Give our congregation such a welcoming heart, that 

our words and actions may extend your free and abundant hospitality to all whom we encounter. 

Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

You gather your saints as one, united in the body of Jesus. Bring us with all your saints to the 

heavenly banquet. We remember with love and thanksgiving the saints we have known . Lord, in 

your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

Pastor 

In the certain hope that nothing can separate us from your love, we offer these prayers to you; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

 
OFFERTORY PRAYER 

 

God of all creation, all you have made is good, and your love endures forever. You bring 

forth bread from the earth and fruit from the vine. Nourish us with these gifts, that we 

might be for the world signs of your gracious presence in Jesus Christ, our Savior and 

Lord. 

Amen.  

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 

from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

 

BLESSING 

Pastor 

 

The Lord Bless you and keep you. The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.  Amen 

 

HYMN   

SATURDAY AND SUNDAY – GO MY CHILDREN WITH MY BLESSING – WOV 721 



 



 

DISMISSAL 

 

Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 

We will.  Thanks be to God. 

 

 

Pastoral Care:  If you need pastoral care for yourself, family, friends, or a loved one, please 

call the church office or contact Pastor Stephen Yambor (908)386-2778.  The machine will 

ask for your name.  Pastor Kramer is also available at (908)763-6704. 


