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Welcome! 

O Come, let us worship!  (Ps. 95:6) 

  Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost 

Sunday, September 19th, 2021 
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Welcome to St. James! 

We are so glad you are here! The people of God have been worshipping in this place 

since 1750. Much has changed since then, but God has not changed. Jesus Christ is the 

same yesterday, today and tomorrow. He is our anchor in every storm, a light to our feet, 

our savior and our friend. Jesus rejoices that each of us has come to His house! 

 

 

 Introduction to the day 

Today we hear James warn against selfish ambition, while the disciples quarrel over 

which one of them is the greatest. Jesus tells them the way to be great is to serve. Then, to 

make it concrete, he puts in front of them a flesh-and-blood child. We are called to 

welcome the children God puts in front of us, to make room for them in daily interaction, 

and to give them a place of honor in the assembly. 
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 WE GATHER  

We prepare our hearts and minds to receive God’s grace through Word & Sacrament 

PRAYER CONCERNS, GOD-SPOTS & ANNOUNCEMENTS  

 

BRIEF ORDER FOR CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS  *(please stand if able)* 

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets 

are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we 

may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our 

Lord. 

Amen 

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. But if we 

confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all 

unrighteousness. 

Most merciful God, 

we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned 

against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have 

left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our 

neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. 

Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in 

your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen 

Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us and, for his sake, forgives us 

all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the Church of Christ, and by his 

authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of 

the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen 
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GATHERING HYMN-ELW 641-ALL ARE WELCOME 
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GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 

Spirit be with you all.    

And also with you. 

KYRIE 

In peace, let us pray to the Lord.                                 

Lord have mercy. 

For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord have mercy. 

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the 

unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.                                  

Lord have mercy. 

For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the 

Lord.                                                                             

Lord have mercy. 

Help, save, comfort and defend us gracious Lord.                  

Amen. 

 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Let us pray. . . . 

Lord God, you call us to work in your vineyard and leave no one standing idle. Set us to 

our tasks in the work of your kingdom, and help us to order our lives by your wisdom; 

through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen 
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 WORD  

God speaks to us through scripture, sermon and song. 

*(The congregation may be seated.)* 

FIRST LESSON: 

Today’s reading tells of the suffering of the prophet Jeremiah, who announced God’s 

word to Judah but was met with intense opposition and persecution. Jeremiah continues 

to trust in God in the midst of his suffering. 

 

FIRST READING: Jeremiah 11:18-20 
18It was the Lord who made it known to me, and I knew; 

  then you showed me their evil deeds. 

 19But I was like a gentle lamb 

  led to the slaughter. 

 And I did not know it was against me 

  that they devised schemes, saying, 

 “Let us destroy the tree with its fruit, 

  let us cut him off from the land of the living, 

  so that his name will no longer be remembered!” 

 20But you, O Lord of hosts, who judge righteously, 

  who try the heart and the mind, 

 let me see your retribution upon them, 

  for to you I have committed my cause. 

 

Word of God, word of life.   

Thanks be to God. 

PSALM: Psalm 54 

 

  1Save me, O God, by your name; 

  in your might, defend my cause. 

 2Hear my prayer, O God; 

  give ear to the words of my mouth. 

 3For the arrogant have risen up against me, and the ruthless have sought my life, 

  those who have no regard for God. 

 4Behold, God is my helper; 

  it is the Lord who sustains my life.  

 5Render evil to those who spy on me; 

  in your faithfulness, destroy them. 
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 6I will offer you a freewill sacrifice 

  and praise your name, O Lord, for it is good. 

 7For you have rescued me from every trouble, 

  and my eye has seen the ruin of my foes.  
 

 

 

SECOND LESSON:  

The wisdom God gives unites our hearts and minds. Instead of living to satisfy our own 

wants and desires, we manifest this wisdom in peace, gentleness, mercy, and impartiality 

toward others. 

. 

SECOND READING: James 3:13—4:3, 7-8a 
13Who is wise and understanding among you? Show by your good life that your works 

are done with gentleness born of wisdom. 14But if you have bitter envy and selfish 

ambition in your hearts, do not be boastful and false to the truth. 15Such wisdom does not 

come down from above, but is earthly, unspiritual, devilish. 16For where there is envy and 

selfish ambition, there will also be disorder and wickedness of every kind. 17But the 

wisdom from above is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, willing to yield, full of mercy 

and good fruits, without a trace of partiality or hypocrisy. 18And a harvest of 

righteousness is sown in peace for those who make peace.4: 

 

  1Those conflicts and disputes among you, where do they come from? Do they not 

come from your cravings that are at war within you? 2You want something and do not 

have it; so you commit murder. And you covet something and cannot obtain it; so you 

engage in disputes and conflicts. You do not have, because you do not ask. 3You ask and 

do not receive, because you ask wrongly, in order to spend what you get on your 

pleasures. 7Submit yourselves therefore to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from 

you. 8aDraw near to God, and he will draw near to you. 

 

Word of God, word of life   

Thanks be to God.  

GOSPEL *(please stand if able)* 

Jesus’ teaching and action in this text are directed to the church whenever it is seduced 

by the world’s definition of greatness: prestige, power, influence, and money. The 

antidote to such a concern for greatness is servanthood. 
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The Holy Gospel according to Mark 9:30-37 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

30[Jesus and the disciples went on] and passed through Galilee. He did not want anyone to 

know it;31for he was teaching his disciples, saying to them, “The Son of Man is to be 

betrayed into human hands, and they will kill him, and three days after being killed, he 

will rise again.” 32But they did not understand what he was saying and were afraid to ask 

him. 

  33Then they came to Capernaum; and when he was in the house he asked them, “What 

were you arguing about on the way?” 34But they were silent, for on the way they had 

argued with one another who was the greatest. 35He sat down, called the twelve, and said 

to them, “Whoever wants to be first must be last of all and servant of all.” 36Then he took 

a little child and put it among them; and taking it in his arms, he said to 

them, 37“Whoever welcomes one such child in my name welcomes me, and whoever 

welcomes me welcomes not me but the one who sent me.” 

The Gospel of the Lord 

Praise to you, O Christ. 

*(The congregation may be seated.)* 

SERMON   

Silence for reflection may follow 

APOSTLES’ CREED *(please stand if able)* 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 

and born of the virgin Mary. 

He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried. 

He descended into hell.* 

On the third day he rose again. 

He ascended into heaven, 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic Church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 
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the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen 
 

THE PRAYERS  

Made children and heirs of God’s promise, we pray for the church, the world, and all in 

need. 

A brief silence. 

God of community, we pray for the church around the world. Unite us in our love for 

you. Help us overcome our divisions, that we are encouraged to work together for your 

sake. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

God of creation, we pray for this hurting earth. Awaken in us a new desire to care for this 

world and empower us to support agencies, organizations, and individual efforts to heal 

our environment. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

God of cooperation, we pray for nations of the world embroiled in conflict. Inspire 

leaders to listen to each other and work towards peaceful solutions to disagreements. 

Protect the vulnerable, especially children, who cannot find safety in their home or 

country. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

God of comfort, we pray for all who live with mental or physical illness. Help them find 

appropriate care. Bring healing and wholeness when the path forward seems bleak. Today 

we especially pray for Viola, Erin, Ron, and John. We pray for the family and friends of 

Chuck Nowalk, Norma Spaulding, and Mark Paval. We also pray for our homebound: 

Betty, Naomi, Helen, Janet, Elsie, and Edna. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

God of compassion, we pray for the young people of this congregation. Renew in us your 

call to welcome the children in our midst. As they grow, strengthen their faith and our 

commitment to them. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

God of consolation, we give you thanks for our loved ones who have died and pray for all 

who grieve today. Shine your grace on all your saints. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

Receive these prayers, O God, and those in our hearts known only to you; through Jesus 

Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

 

PEACE 
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The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

And also with you. 
*(The congregation may be seated.)* 

 

OFFERTORY   

OFFERTORY PRAYER*(please stand if able)* 

Let us pray. 

Merciful Father, 

we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first given us—our selves, our 

time, and our possessions, signs of your gracious love. Receive them for the sake of 

him who offered himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 

 

 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will 

be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 

our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and 

the glory, forever and ever.    

Amen. 

BLESSING       

Pastor 

The Lord bless you and keep you.  

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.  

The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.              

 

Amen 

 

SENDING HYMN-ELW 659-WILL YOU LET ME BE YOUR SERVANT 

    (ON NEXT PAGE) 
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DISMISSAL 

Go in peace, Share the Good News 

We will!  Thanks be to God. 
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Announcements 

If you are visiting today:  Thank you for joining us today! If you have any questions, 

please ask! We ask that you sign our guest book or complete a hospitality card located in the 

pew racks. If you would like more information about us, please don’t hesitate to contact the 

church office.    

Call Committee: The call committee began the process of calling a pastor. Please keep 

the call committee members and our St. James congregation in your prayers. 

Offertory:  Due to Covid-19 precautions, please place your offering in the plate as you 

arrive to church. The plate will then be brought up by the ushers during the offertory. 

 

Social Ministry: is seeking monetary donations to continue community outreach and 

hygiene kits. 

 

Communion-starting in October, communion will be offered twice a month (2nd and 4th 

Saturdays/Sundays) 

 

    Upcoming Meetings 

Church Council-next meeting Tuesday, September 21st at 7 PM on Zoom 
 

 

  Sunday 

Presiding.     Pastor Yambor 

Liturgist 
 

Musician Marly Raspe 

 


