
6th Sunday after Pentecost  Sunday, July 12, 2020 
 

Please use the bulletin below to guide you through the service.  For those using a computer/smart 

phone with video on Zoom, you will be led through the service with Power Point. 

 

*Congregation members may be muted at times during the service as needed to maintain audio 

quality.  

 

Announcements—We realize a lot of changes are being made concerning church.  

However, expenses continue for our church.  Benevolence is one not only for us, but helps 

to support others in their work. A locking mail box has been installed for your convenience 

to drop off envelopes during this time.  Please continue to give. 

 

The Social Committee is asking for monetary donations to assist in supplying food for the 

needy in our area.  Please help us do God’s work by donating.  Enclose your donation in a 

marked envelope for “Covid 19 donation” and mail to the church or put in our new locked 

mailbox at the church.  Thank you. 

 

Pastoral Care:  If you need pastoral care for yourself, family, friends, or a loved one, please 

call the church office or contact Pastor Stephen Yambor (908)386-2778.  The machine will 

ask for your name.  Pastor Kramer is also available at (908)763-6704. 

 

 

Zoom Dial-In Number and Code: Call: 1-646-558-8656  

              When asked, use access code: 908-454-2864 

              No Participant Code.   

              Password: 1750 

Prayer Concerns  Pastor Yambor, Meredith, Phoebe 

 

A Message from the Synod: 

Dear Rev Yambor along with the members and leader of St James LC: 

Thank you for your witness of the gospel and participation in the life of the NJ Synod shown 

forth in many ways, not least of which through your Mission Support offerings.  This pandemic 

economic disruption and continued revelation of marred inequities has been a destabilizing time 

for us all.  And yet God remains faithful and his light is seen through the goodwill shown forth 

throughout our synod.  Ministry & Missions has not only remained busy but intensified as you 

know all too well.  And yet and through generosity like yours - -joined to other Lutheran 

congregations throughout the state-we have actually been able to increase our support of local 

Lutherans feeding ministries & partnerships! So, thank you and rejoice in this good news which 

we recognize as fruits of the Holy Spirit. 

Thank you + God Bless 

Rev Dean R. Brown 

 

 

 

 



BRIEF ORDER FOR CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

 

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are 

hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may 

perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen 

 

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. But if we confess our 

sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

Most merciful God, 

 

We confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against 

you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. 

We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 

For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead 

us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy 

name. Amen 

 

Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us and, for his sake, forgives us all our 

sins. As a called and ordained minister of the Church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore 

declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the ☩ 

Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

 

Amen 

 

HYMN   

SATURDAY – LORD, YOU GIVE THE GREAT COMMISSION – WOV 756 



 



SUNDAY – OPEN NOW THY GATES OF BEAUTY – LBW 250 

 
 

GREETING (ELW p. 266) 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 

with you all. 

And also with you. 

 
KYRIE 

In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 

For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity of 

all, let us pray to the Lord. 



Lord, have mercy. 

For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 

Amen 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Let us pray. . . . 

O God, you have prepared for those who love you joys beyond understanding. Pour into 

our hearts such love for you that, loving you above all things, we may obtain your 

promises, which exceed all that we can desire; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen 

 

FIRST LESSON 

God’s word to Israel’s exiles is as sure and effective as never-failing precipitation. Their return 

to the Holy Land in a new exodus is cheered on by singing mountains and by trees that clap their 

hands. 

 FIRST READING: Isaiah 55:10-13 

 

10For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven, and do not return there until they have 

watered the earth, making it bring forth and sprout, giving seed to the sower and bread to the 

eater, 11so shall my word be that goes out from my mouth; it shall not return to me empty, but it 

shall accomplish that which I purpose, and succeed in the thing for which I sent it. 12For you shall 

go out in joy, and be led back in peace; the mountains and the hills before you shall burst into 

song, and all the trees of the field shall clap their hands. 13Instead of the thorn shall come up the 

cypress; instead of the brier shall come up the myrtle; and it shall be to the LORD for a memorial, 

for an everlasting sign that shall not be cut off. 

 

Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God. 

 

PSALM 65:9-14 

9You visit the earth and water it abundantly; you make it very plenteous; the river of God is full 

of water. 

10You prepare the grain, for so you provide for the earth. 

11You drench the furrows and smooth out the ridges; with heavy rain you soften the ground and 

bless its increase. 

12You crown the year with your goodness, and your paths overflow with plenty.  

13May the fields of the wilderness be rich for grazing, 

and the hills be clothed with joy. 



14May the meadows cover themselves with flocks, and the valleys cloak themselves with 

grain; let them shout for joy and sing.  

 

SECOND LESSON 

There is no condemnation for those who live in Christ. God sent Christ to accomplish what the 

law was unable to do: condemn sin and free us from its death-dealing ways. The Spirit now 

empowers proper actions and values in our lives and gives us the promise of resurrected life. 

SECOND READING: Romans 8:1-11 

 

1There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus. 2For the law of the 

Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set you free from the law of sin and of death. 3For God has done 

what the law, weakened by the flesh, could not do: by sending his own Son in the likeness of 

sinful flesh, and to deal with sin, he condemned sin in the flesh, 4so that the just requirement of 

the law might be fulfilled in us, who walk not according to the flesh but according to the Spirit. 

5For those who live according to the flesh set their minds on the things of the flesh, but those 

who live according to the Spirit set their minds on the things of the Spirit. 6To set the mind on the 

flesh is death, but to set the mind on the Spirit is life and peace. 7For this reason the mind that is 

set on the flesh is hostile to God; it does not submit to God’s law—indeed it cannot, 8and those 

who are in the flesh cannot please God. 

  9But you are not in the flesh; you are in the Spirit, since the Spirit of God dwells in you. 

Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to him. 10But if Christ is in you, 

though the body is dead because of sin, the Spirit is life because of righteousness. 11If the Spirit 

of him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he who raised Christ from the dead will 

give life to your mortal bodies also through his Spirit that dwells in you. 

Word of God, Word of life  Thanks be to God. 

GOSPEL 

In Matthew’s gospel, both Jesus and his disciples “sow the seed” of God’s word by proclaiming 

the good news that “the kingdom of heaven is near.” Now, in a memorable parable, Jesus 

explains why this good news produces different results in those who hear. 

The Holy Gospel according to Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23 

 

1That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat beside the sea. 2Such great crowds gathered 

around him that he got into a boat and sat there, while the whole crowd stood on the beach. 3And 

he told them many things in parables, saying: “Listen! A sower went out to sow. 4And as he 

sowed, some seeds fell on the path, and the birds came and ate them up. 5Other seeds fell on 

rocky ground, where they did not have much soil, and they sprang up quickly, since they had no 

depth of soil. 6But when the sun rose, they were scorched; and since they had no root, they 

withered away. 7Other seeds fell among thorns, and the thorns grew up and choked them. 8Other 

seeds fell on good soil and brought forth grain, some a hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty. 9Let 

anyone with ears listen!” 



18“Hear then the parable of the sower. 19When anyone hears the word of the kingdom and does 

not understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away what is sown in the heart; this is what 

was sown on the path. 20As for what was sown on rocky ground, this is the one who hears the 

word and immediately receives it with joy; 21yet such a person has no root, but endures only for a 

while, and when trouble or persecution arises on account of the word, that person immediately 

falls away. 22As for what was sown among thorns, this is the one who hears the word, but the 

cares of the world and the lure of wealth choke the word, and it yields nothing. 23But as for what 

was sown on good soil, this is the one who hears the word and understands it, who indeed bears 

fruit and yields, in one case a hundredfold, in another sixty, and in another thirty.” 

 

The Gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

SERMON 

 

APOSTLES’ CREED (LBW p. 84) 

 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended into hell.  On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is 

seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. I 

believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the 

forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

THE PRAYERS 

Called into unity with one another and the whole creation, let us pray for our shared world. 

A brief silence. 

Gracious God, your word has been sown in many ways and places. We pray for missionaries and 

newly planted congregations around the world. Inspire us by their witness to the faith we share. 

Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

Creating God, the mountains and hills burst into song and the trees and fields clap their hands in 

praise. We pray for the birds and animals who make their home in the trees, and for lands 

stripped bare by deforestation. Empower us to sustainably use what you have given. Hear us, O 

God. 

Your mercy is great. 

Reigning God, we pray for our nation’s leaders. Increase their desire for justice and equality. We 

pray for our enemies. Bridge the chasms that divide us and guide authorities to a deep and lasting 

peace. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

Abiding God, care for all who are in need. For those who are doubting, renew faith. For those 

who are worrying, provide release. For those who are struggling, ease burdens. For those in fear, 

give hope. Hear us, O God. 



Your mercy is great. 

Renewing God, revive your church in this place. Nourish and nurture the seeds you have planted, 

that we might grow as disciples. Replace what has been depleted. Sustain our ministries and 

deepen relationships with the wider community. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

Eternal God, we give thanks for all who have. Comfort us in the sure and certain hope of the 

resurrection. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

Pastor 

Receive these prayers, O God, and those too deep for words; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

 

OFFERTORY PRAYER 

 

God of mercy and grace, the eyes of all wait upon you, and you open your hand in blessing. 

Fill us with good things at your table, that we may come to the help of all in need, through 

Jesus Christ, our redeemer and Lord. 

Amen.  
 

LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 

from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

 

BLESSING 

Pastor 

The Lord Bless you and keep you. The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.  Amen 

 

HYMN   

SATURDAY – LISTEN, GOD IS CALLING – WOV 712 



 
 

 

SUNDAY – ALMIGHTY GOD YOUR WORD IS CAST – LBW 234 



 
DISMISSAL 

Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 

We will.  Thanks be to God. 

 



 

 


