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Please use the bulletin below to guide you through the service.  For those using a computer/smart 

phone with video on Zoom, you will be led through the service with Power Point. 

*Congregation members may be muted at times during the service as needed to maintain audio 

quality.  

God Spots and announcements:  Pastoral Care:  If you would like a phone visit (during 

Covid) by the Pastor for yourself, family, friends, or a loved one, please call the church 

office with your request. 

Announcements 

A review of the Constitution will be held this Sunday the 20th, following the church 

service.  Please review and note any changes or questions you have to ask at this time. 

There will be one Zoom service on Christmas Eve at 7 PM.  A letter containing the 

schedule and an envelope for the Memorial Tree Donations will be sent to your home.  Tree 

Donations must be in by Dec. 19 to be listed in the Christmas Eve bulletin.  Please deposit 

envelopes in church mail box. 

We realize a lot of changes are being made concerning church.  However, expenses 

continue for our church.  Benevolence is one not only for us, but helps to support others in 

their work. A locking mail box has been installed for your convenience to drop off 

envelopes during this time.  Please continue to give. 

Grocery shoppers have offered to pick up any needed groceries for those unable to get out. 

Please call the church at (908) 454-2864 and your call will be returned. 

The Covid Outreach Committee is planning donations for the hygiene kits and groceries. 

Please help us do God’s work by donating.  Enclose your donation in a marked envelope 

for “Covid 19 donation” and mail to the church or put in our new locked mailbox at the 

church.  Hygiene supplies can be left on the main porch.  

Thank you. 

Due to continued concern of Covid 19 it has been decided that we will continue with church 

services on Zoom and dial-in as shown below. 

Zoom Dial-In Number and Code: Call: 1-646-558-8656  

              When asked, use access code: 908-454-2864 

              No Participant Code.   

              Password: 1750 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 



BRIEF ORDER FOR CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

 
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are hid: 

Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you 

and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen 

 
If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. But if we confess our sins, God 

who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

Most merciful God, 

 
We confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against you in 

thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not 

loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your 

Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in 

your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen 

 
Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us and, for his sake, forgives us all our sins. As a 

called and ordained minister of the Church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the 

entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

 
Amen 

SATURDAY 

 

 

 



 

SUNDAY 



 

 

GREETI NG 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you 

all.    And also with you. 

KYRIE (SPOKEN)  

In peace, let us pray to the Lord.    

Lord have mercy. 

For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord have mercy. 

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity of 

all, let us pray to the Lord.     



Lord have mercy. 

For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord have mercy. 

Help, save, comfort and defend us gracious Lord.    

Amen. 

 
LIGHTING OF ADVENT WREATH    

Blessed are you, God of might and majesty, for you promise to make the desert rejoice and 

blossom, to watch over the strangers, and to set the prisoners free. 

As we light these candles, satisfy our hunger with your good gifts open our eyes to the great 

things you have done for us, and fill us with patience until the coming of the Lord Jesus. 

O ransomed people of the Lord, come,  

let us travel on God’s holy way and enter into Zion with singing.  Amen. 

 
ADVENT HYMN  “OH, COME, OH, COME, EMMANUEL”  (LBW 34) 

FIRST, SECOND, and THIRD VERSES ONLY 



 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

The Lord be with you. 

 

And also with you. 

Let us pray, 

Almighty God, you once called John the Baptist to give witness to the coming of your Son 

and to prepare his way. Grant us, your people, the wisdom to see your purpose today and 

the openness to hear your will, that we may witness to Christ’s coming and so prepare his 

way; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, now and forever. 

Amen 

🕆 WORD 🕆 



FIRST LESSON 

Though the people had returned to Jerusalem from exile in Babylon, they continued to face 

hardship and oppression. In the language of the jubilee year described in Leviticus 25, the 

prophet, moved by the spirit of God, announces deliverance for those who are oppressed and 

comfort for those who mourn. 

FIRST READING:  Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11 

1The spirit of the Lord God is upon me, because the Lord has anointed me; he has sent me to 

bring good news to the oppressed, to bind up the brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to the 

captives, and release to the prisoners; 2to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor, and the day of 

vengeance of our God; to comfort all who mourn; 3to provide for those who mourn in Zion— to 

give them a garland instead of ashes, the oil of gladness instead of mourning, the mantle of 

praise instead of a faint spirit. They will be called oaks of righteousness, the planting of the Lord, 

to display his glory. 4They shall build up the ancient ruins, they shall raise up the former 

devastations; they shall repair the ruined cities, the devastations of many generations. 8For I the 

Lord love justice, I hate robbery and wrongdoing; I will faithfully give them their recompense, 

and I will make an everlasting covenant with them. 9Their descendants shall be known among the 

nations, and their offspring among the peoples; all who see them shall acknowledge that they are 

a people whom the Lord has blessed. 10I will greatly rejoice in the Lord, my whole being shall 

exult in my God; for he has clothed me with the garments of salvation, he has covered me with 

the robe of righteousness, as a bridegroom decks himself with a garland, and as a bride adorns 

herself with her jewels. 11For as the earth brings forth its shoots, and as a garden causes what is 

sown in it to spring up, so the Lord God will cause righteousness and praise to spring up before 

all the nations. 

Word of God, word of life.  Thanks be to God. 

PSALM:  Psalm 126 

 

1When the Lord restored the fortunes of Zion, then were we like those who dream. 
2Then was our mouth filled with laughter, and our tongue with shouts of joy. 
3Then they said among the nations, “The Lord has done great things for them.” 
4The Lord has done great things for us, and we are glad indeed.  
5Restore our fortunes, O Lord, like the watercourses of the Negev. 
6Those who sowed with tears will reap with songs of joy. 
7Those who go out weeping, carrying the seed, will come again with joy, shouldering their 

sheaves.  

SECOND LESSON:  

Paul concludes his letter to the Thessalonians by encouraging them to live lives of continual joy, 

prayer, and thanksgiving. The closing blessing is grounded in the hope of Christ’s coming. 

SECOND READING: 1 Thessalonians 5:16-24 

16Rejoice always, 17pray without ceasing, 18give thanks in all circumstances; for this is the will of 

God in Christ Jesus for you. 19Do not quench the Spirit. 20Do not despise the words of prophets, 
21but test everything; hold fast to what is good; 22abstain from every form of evil. 23May the God of 

peace himself sanctify you entirely; and may your spirit and soul and body be kept sound and 



blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. 24The one who calls you is faithful, and he will 

do this.  

Word of God, word of life  Thanks be to God.  

 

GOSPEL  

John’s gospel describes Jesus as the “light of the world.” John the Baptist is presented as a 

witness to Jesus, one who directs attention away from himself to Christ, the true light. 

The holy gospel according to John 1:6-9, 19-29 

Glory to you, O Lord   

 
6There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7He came as a witness to testify to the 

light, so that all might believe through him. 8He himself was not the light, but he came to testify 

to the light. 9The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world. 
19This is the testimony given by John when the Jews sent priests and Levites from Jerusalem to 

ask him, “Who are you?” 20He confessed and did not deny it, but confessed, “I am not the 

Messiah.” 21And they asked him, “What then? Are you Elijah?” He said, “I am not.” “Are you the 

prophet?” He answered, “No.” 22Then they said to him, “Who are you? Let us have an answer for 

those who sent us. What do you say about yourself?” 23He said, “I am the voice of one crying out 

in the wilderness, ‘Make straight the way of the Lord,’ ” as the prophet Isaiah said. 24Now they 

had been sent from the Pharisees. 25They asked him, “Why then are you baptizing if you are 

neither the Messiah, nor Elijah, nor the prophet?” 26John answered them, “I baptize with water. 

Among you stands one whom you do not know, 27the one who is coming after me; I am not 

worthy to untie the thong of his sandal.” 28This took place in Bethany across the Jordan where 

John was baptizing. 29The next day he saw Jesus coming toward him and declared, “Here is the 

Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world!” 

The gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
 SERMON 

 

NICENE CREED 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and 

unseen. We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, 

God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with 

the Father. Through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from 

heaven; by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the virgin Mary, and was made 

man. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the 

third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at 

the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his 

kingdom will have no end. We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds 

from the Father and the Son. With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. He has 

spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We 

acknowledge one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and 

the life of the world to come. 



Amen 

THE PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

God of power and might, shine your radiance and come quickly to this weary world. Hear our 

prayers for everyone in need. 

A brief silence. 

God of preachers and messengers, you have entrusted your church with the work of proclaiming 

good news. Strengthen the witness of bishops, pastors, deacons, church musicians, lay leaders, 

and all people who contribute their prayers and talents to public worship. Embed your word in 

their hearts. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

God of every living creature, you announce the year of your favor for all of creation. Extend 

your kindness and relief to endangered animals and plants. Strengthen the human beings who 

rely on the rhythms of nature to make their living. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

God of all peoples and nations, you plant us as your oaks of righteousness and ask us to care for 

one another. Be present with the leaders of every nation as they govern. Give them a spirit of 

righteousness, that your goodness and mercy is revealed through their actions. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

God of exiles and wanderers, you repair what was once destroyed. We pray for people who have 

been displaced from their homes by fire, flood, earthquake, or storm. Support the work of 

Lutheran World Relief, Lutheran Disaster Response, and all disaster relief organizations in their 

recovery efforts. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

God of the powerful and helpless, you clothe us with strength when our spirits are weak and 

weary. Bestow your spirit upon this congregation and empower us to comfort the people who 

turn to us in times of need. Make your church a place of refuge and healing. This week we pray 

for: Amy, Aaron, Tracy, Lynn, Nancy, Jack, Julie, and Leigh. We pray for friends and family of 

Janet Paulus. We pray for our homebound: Betty, Naomi, Helen, Janet, Elsie and Edna. Hear us, 

O God. 

Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

God of sinners and saints, you offer joy even in the midst of our grief. We are grateful for the 

beloved, imperfect people whose lives testified to your radiant love. Anoint all who mourn with 

the oil of gladness. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

Pastor 

Draw near to us, O God, and receive our prayers for the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 



OFFERING MUSIC 

OFFERING PRAYER 

Let us pray, 

Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come.  With your abundant grace and might, free us 

from the sin that hinders our faith, that eagerly we may receive your promises, for you live 

and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen 

LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 

from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  

 Amen. 

 

BLESSING 

Pastor 

 

The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.  Amen 

 

HYMN   

SATURDAY 

 



 

SUNDAY 



 

DISMISSAL 

 

Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 

We will.  Thanks be to God. 

Pastoral Care:  If you need pastoral care for yourself, family, friends, or a loved one, please 

call the church office or contact Pastor Stephen Yambor (908)386-2778.  The machine will 

ask for your name.   

 



 


