
12th Sunday after Pentecost  Sunday, August 23, 2020 
 

Please use the bulletin below to guide you through the service.  For those using a computer/smart 

phone with video on Zoom, you will be led through the service with Power Point. 

 

*Congregation members may be muted at times during the service as needed to maintain audio 

quality.  

 

Announcements—We realize a lot of changes are being made concerning church.  

However, expenses continue for our church.  Benevolence is one not only for us, but helps 

to support others in their work. A locking mail box has been installed for your convenience 

to drop off envelopes during this time.  Please continue to give. 

 

Grocery shoppers have offered to pick up any needed groceries for those unable to get out. 

Please call the church at (908) 454-2864 and your call will be returned. 

 

The Covid Outreach Committee is planning donations for the month of July which includes 

hygiene kits and groceries. Please help us do God’s work by donating.  Enclose your 

donation in a marked envelope for “Covid 19 donation” and mail to the church or put in 

our new locked mailbox at the church.  Hygiene supplies can be left on the main porch.  

Thank you. 

 

The Social Ministry donated $200 last month to NORWESCAP.  We received a thank you 

letter from them last week.   

 

The Links of Love donations of $120 went to Family Promise, monetary donations towards 

groceries for NORWESCAP and “The River of Life Church. 

 

Due to continued concern of Covid 19 it has been decided that we will continue with church 

services on Zoom and dial-in as shown below. 

 

Zoom Dial-In Number and Code: Call: 1-646-558-8656  

              When asked, use access code: 908-454-2864 

              No Participant Code.   

              Password: 1750 

Reminder for those using video on Zoom: Be mindful you are on camera 

 

Prayer Concerns  Pastor Yambor, Meredith, Phoebe, Barbara, Stan, Lois and T.J. We 

pray for family and friends of Lois Dobes. 

 

BRIEF ORDER FOR CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

 



Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are 

hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may 

perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen 

 

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. But if we confess our 

sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

Most merciful God, 

 

We confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against 

you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. 

We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 

For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead 

us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy 

name. Amen 

 

Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us and, for his sake, forgives us all our 

sins. As a called and ordained minister of the Church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore 

declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the ☩ 

Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

 

Amen 

 

HYMN 

SATURDAY – GOD, WHO STRETCHED THE SPANGLED HEAVENS – LBW 463 



 
SUNDAY – WE ARE ALL ONE IN MISSION – WOV 755 



 
 

 

GREETING (ELW p. 266) 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 

with you all. 

And also with you. 

 
KYRIE 

In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 

For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord. 



Lord, have mercy. 

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity of 

all, let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 

For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 

Amen 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Let us pray. . . . 

O God, with all your faithful followers of every age, we praise you, the rock of our life. Be 

our strong foundation and form us into the body of your Son, that we may gladly minister 

to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 

 

FIRST LESSON 

Just as God had called Abraham and Sarah and given them many descendants, so now God 

offers comfort to Zion. God’s deliverance will come soon and will never end. 

FIRST READING: Isaiah 51:1-6 
1Listen to me, you that pursue righteousness, you that seek the LORD. Look to the rock from 

which you were hewn, and to the quarry from which you were dug. 2Look to Abraham your 

father and to Sarah who bore you; for he was but one when I called him, but I blessed him and 

made him many. 3For the LORD will comfort Zion; he will comfort all her waste places, and will 

make her wilderness like Eden, her desert like the garden of the LORD; joy and gladness will be 

found in her, thanksgiving and the voice of song. 4Listen to me, my people, and give heed to me, 

my nation; for a teaching will go out from me, and my justice for a light to the peoples. 5I will 

bring near my deliverance swiftly, my salvation has gone out and my arms will rule the peoples; 

the coastlands wait for me, and for my arm they hope. 6Lift up your eyes to the heavens, and look 

at the earth beneath; for the heavens will vanish like smoke, the earth will wear out like a 

garment, and those who live on it will die like gnats; but my salvation will be forever, and my 

deliverance will never be ended.  

 

Word of God, word of life. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

PSALM 138 

O LORD, your steadfast love endures forever. (Ps. 138:8) 



1I will give thanks to you, O LORD, with my whole heart; before the gods I will sing your praise. 

2I will bow down toward your holy temple and praise your name, because of your steadfast 

love and faithfulness; for you have glorified your name and your word above all things. 

3When I called, you answered me; you increased my strength within me. 

4All the rulers of the earth will praise you, O LORD, when they have heard the words of 

your mouth.  

5They will sing of the ways of the LORD, that great is the glory of the LORD. 

6The LORD is high, yet cares for the lowly, perceiving the haughty from afar. 

7Though I walk in the midst of trouble, you keep me safe; you stretch forth your hand against the 

fury of my enemies; your right hand shall save me. 

8You will make good your purpose for me; O LORD, your steadfast love endures forever; do 

not abandon the works of your hands.   

 

SECOND LESSON 

In response to God’s merciful activity, we are to worship by living holistic, God-pleasing lives. 

Our values and viewpoints are not molded by the time in which we live but are transformed by 

the Spirit’s renewing work. God’s grace empowers different forms of service among Christians, 

but all forms of ministry function to build up the body of Christ. 

SECOND READING: Romans 12:1-8 

1I appeal to you therefore, brothers and sisters, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies as a 

living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship. 2Do not be 

conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your minds, so that you may 

discern what is the will of God—what is good and acceptable and perfect. 

  3For by the grace given to me I say to everyone among you not to think of yourself more 

highly than you ought to think, but to think with sober judgment, each according to the measure 

of faith that God has assigned. 4For as in one body we have many members, and not all the 

members have the same function, 5so we, who are many, are one body in Christ, and individually 

we are members one of another. 6We have gifts that differ according to the grace given to us: 

prophecy, in proportion to faith; 7ministry, in ministering; the teacher, in teaching; 8the exhorter, 

in exhortation; the giver, in generosity; the leader, in diligence; the compassionate, in 

cheerfulness. 

Word of God, Word of life  Thanks be to God. 

GOSPEL 

At a climactic point in Jesus’ ministry, God reveals to Peter that Jesus is “the Messiah, the Son 

of the living God,” and Jesus responds with the promise of a church that will overcome the very 

gates of Hades. 

The Holy Gospel according to Matthew 16:13-20 

 

13Now when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, “Who do 

people say that the Son of Man is?” 14And they said, “Some say John the Baptist, but others 



Elijah, and still others Jeremiah or one of the prophets.” 15He said to them, “But who do you say 

that I am?” 16Simon Peter answered, “You are the Messiah, the Son of the living God.” 17And 

Jesus answered him, “Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah! For flesh and blood has not revealed 

this to you, but my Father in heaven. 18And I tell you, you are Peter, and on this rock I will build 

my church, and the gates of Hades will not prevail against it. 19I will give you the keys of the 

kingdom of heaven, and whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you 

loose on earth will be loosed in heaven.” 20Then he sternly ordered the disciples not to tell 

anyone that he was the Messiah. 

  

The Gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

SERMON 

 

APOSTLES’ CREED (LBW p. 84) 

 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended into hell.  On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is 

seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. I 

believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the 

forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

 

THE PRAYERS 

Confident of your care and helped by the Holy Spirit, we pray for the church, the world, and all 

who are in need. 

A brief silence. 

Lord our rock, you are our foundation in Jesus Christ, your Son, whom we confess as the living 

God. Prepare your church for its mission in bearing witness to Christ, both here at home and 

throughout the world. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

You call forth praises from the far reaches of the universe to the smallest of creatures. Join our 

songs to theirs, that a spirit of praise and thanksgiving will arouse us to cherish this wondrous 

home you give us. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

All the kings of the earth shall praise you, O Lord. Direct the leaders of countries, legislators and 

magistrates, mayors and councils, to walk in your ways. Help leaders regard those in need with 

mercy and fulfill your loving purposes in the governance of peoples. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

Though we walk in the midst of trouble, you preserve us, deliver us, and fulfill your purpose for 

us. According to your steadfast love, grant healing and wholeness to those who are bereaved, in 

trouble or adversity, or sick and in need of care. Lord, in your mercy, 



hear our prayer. 

You call us into this community, in which we, though many, are one in Christ. May we 

recognize in ourselves and in one another the unique gifts you have given us for the building up 

of the church for the sake of the world. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 

You are the everlasting Rock from which we were hewn, and you restore your people to joy and 

gladness. In blessed memory and hope, we thank you for the lives of our beloved dead. Bring us 

with them to our heavenly home. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

 

Pastor 

In the certain hope that nothing can separate us from your love, we offer these prayers to you; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

 
OFFERTORY PRAYER 

 

Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your goodness you have blessed us with 

these gifts: ourselves, our time, and our possessions. Use us, and what we have gathered, in 

feeding the world with your love, through the one who gave himself for us, Jesus Christ, our 

Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 

from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

 

BLESSING 

Pastor 

 

The Lord Bless you and keep you. The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.  Amen 

 

HYMN   

SATURAY & SUNDAY – GREAT IS THY FAITHFULNESS – WOV 771 



 
 

DISMISSAL 

 

Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 



We will.  Thanks be to God. 

 

 

Pastoral Care:  If you need pastoral care for yourself, family, friends, or a loved one, please 

call the church office or contact Pastor Stephen Yambor (908)386-2778.  The machine will 

ask for your name.  Pastor Kramer is also available at (908)763-6704. 


