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Welcome to St. James!

Founded in 1750, the year 2025 marks our 275th anniversary of being God's
church. We're so glad you're here! We pray you feel warmly welcomed as we
gather to celebrates God's unconditional love in Jesus Christ. He who is the
same yesterday, today, and forever!

If you are visiting today: Thank you for joining us today! If you have any
questions, please ask! We ask that you sign our guest book or complete a
hospitality card located in the pew racks.

Following along in the bulletin: * indicates the congregation stands. In our
liturgical worship, bold words are spoken by the congregation. LBW refers to
content found in the green hymnbook Lutheran Book of Worship. WOV refers to
content found in the blue hymnbook With One Voice.

Presiding The Rev. Dr. Timothy Wengert
Assisting Minister Polly Newbold
Musician Dave Miller

GATHERING

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION

In the name of the Father,

and of the + Son,

and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no
secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy
Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name,
through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.



Most merciful God,

we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves. We
have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done
and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole
heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your
Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so
that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your
holy name.

Amen.

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his
sake God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church
of Christ, and by Christ's authority alone, | forgive you the entirety all your sins, in
the name of the Father, and of the *+ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

GATHERING HYMN: WOV 678 — “Christ Has Arisen, Alleluia”

*GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
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In peace, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.
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For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of God,
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and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise,
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let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mer - cy.
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Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gra - cious Lord. A - men.

THIS IS THE FEAST
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al-le-lu-ia, al-le - lu - ia. 1 Wor-thy is Christ. the Lamb

whowas slain, whose blood set us free to be peo - ple of God.
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This is the feast of vic-to-ry for our God.  Al-le - lu - ia,
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strength, and  hon - or, bless - ing, and glo - ry arc his.
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This is the [east ol vic-to-ty for our God. Al-le - lu - ia,
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God, and join in the hymnof all cre - a - tion: Bless - ing, hon-or,
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This is the fcast of vic-to-1y for our God. Al-Ic - lu - ia,

al-le -lu-ia, al-le -lu - ia. 4 For the  Lamb who was

slain has be - gun  his reign. Al-le - Iu - ia.
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* PRAYER OF THE DAY

O God of peace, you brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus Christ, the
great shepherd of the sheep. By the blood of your eternal covenant, make us
complete in everything good that we may do your will, and work among us all that
is well-pleasing in your sight, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

WORD

First Reading: Acts 9:36-43

A reading from Acts.

36 Now in Joppa there was a disciple whose name was Tabitha, which in Greek is
Dorcas. She was devoted to good works and acts of charity. 37 At that time she
became ill and died. When they had washed her, they laid her in a room

upstairs. 38 Since Lydda was near Joppa, the disciples, who heard that Peter was
there, sent two men to him with the request, “Please come to us without

delay.” 3° So Peter got up and went with them; and when he arrived, they took
him to the room upstairs. All the widows stood beside him, weeping and showing
tunics and other clothing that Dorcas had made while she was with them. 40 Peter
put all of them outside, and then he knelt down and prayed. He turned to the
body and said, “Tabitha, get up.” Then she opened her eyes, and seeing Peter,
she sat up. ' He gave her his hand and helped her up. Then calling the saints
and widows, he showed her to be alive. 2 This became known throughout Joppa,
and many believed in the Lord. 43 Meanwhile he stayed in Joppa for some time
with a certain Simon, a tanner.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Psalm: Psalm 23

'The Lorp ! is my shepherd;
| shall not | be in want.
2The LoRD makes me lie down | in green pastures
and leads me be- | side still waters.
3You restore my | soul, O LORD,
and guide me along right pathways | for your name’s sake.
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4Though | walk through the valley of the shadow of death, | shall | fear no
evil;
for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they | comfort me. R
5You prepare a table before me in the presence | of my enemies;
you anoint my head with oil, and my cup is | running over.
6 Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days ! of my life,
and | will dwell in the house of the | LORD forever. R

Second Reading: Revelation 7:9-17
A reading from Revelation.

9 After this | looked, and there was a great multitude that no one could count,
from every nation, from all tribes and peoples and languages, standing before the
throne and before the Lamb, robed in white, with palm branches in their

hands. 1° They cried out in a loud voice, saying,

“Salvation belongs to our God who is seated on the throne, and to the Lamb!”
11 And all the angels stood around the throne and around the elders and the four
living creatures, and they fell on their faces before the throne and worshiped
God, ?2singing,

“‘Amen! Blessing and glory and wisdom

and thanksgiving and honor

and power and might

be to our God forever and ever! Amen.”

13Then one of the elders addressed me, saying, “Who are these, robed in
white, and where have they come from?” 14| said to him, “Sir, you are the one
that knows.” Then he said to me, “These are they who have come out of the
great ordeal; they have washed their robes and made them white in the blood of
the Lamb.

15 For this reason they are before the throne of God,

and worship him day and night within his temple,

and the one who is seated on the throne will shelter them.
16 They will hunger no more, and thirst no more;

the sun will not strike them,

nor any scorching heat;

17for the Lamb at the center of the throne will be their shepherd,

and he will guide them to springs of the water of life,

and God will wipe away every tear from their eyes.”

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



* GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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* GOSPEL READING: John 10:22-30

The Gospel according to St. John.

Glory to you, O Lord.

22 At that time the festival of the Dedication took place in Jerusalem. It was
winter, 22 and Jesus was walking in the temple, in the portico of Solomon. 2 So
the Jews gathered around him and said to him, “How long will you keep us in
suspense? If you are the Messiah, tell us plainly.” 2° Jesus answered, “| have told
you, and you do not believe. The works that | do in my Father’'s name testify to
me; %6 but you do not believe, because you do not belong to my sheep. 2" My
sheep hear my voice. | know them, and they follow me. 281 give them eternal life,
and they will never perish. No one will snatch them out of my hand. 2° What my
Father has given me is greater than all else, and no one can snatch it out of the
Father’'s hand. 3° The Father and | are one.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON

*HYMN OF THE DAY: LBW 456 — “The King of Love My
Shepherd Is”



*NICENE CREED
We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary
and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

* PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Each petition ends: “ ...Hear us, O God, Your mercy is great.”



* PEACE

OFFERTORY

Scan the QR Code to give electronically.
An offering plate is in the back of the
sanctuary if you wish to give check or
cash. You are welcome to give to the
ministry of St. James Lutheran Church
freely and spontaneously. There is no
guilt or shame. If you do give, give with
a cheerful heart.
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* OFFERING VERSE:

That Priceless Grace
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1 That price-less  grace, that price-less grace, that price-less
2 That price-less  blood, that price-less blood, that price-less
3 That pain-ful death, that pain - ful ~ death, that pain - ful
4 That pre-cious word, that pre -cious word, that pre - cious
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grace, which gave me life: Je - sus” life is price-less grace.
blood was shed for me: Je - sus’ blood is price-less grace.
death took  sins a - way: Je - sus’ death is price-less grace.
word, which brought me light: Je - sus’” word is price-less grace.
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That price - less grace is life for me.

Text: Emmanuel F. Y, Grantson, b, 1949
Music: THAT PRICELESS GRACE, Ghanaian traditional
Text © 1999 Augsburg Fortress.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

* OFFERING PRAYER

* THE GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord’s Supper: Together with the bread and the wine we receive the body
and the blood of Christ. We invite all baptized Christians to this meal. Children
and adults who do not yet receive Holy Communion are invited to come forward
for a blessing with their arms folded. If you need communion brought to you, let
an usher know. We commune in tables of 10-15 people. The pastor will give you
the bread, an assistant will give you a cup. Then two will come to pour into your
cup--the first with grape juice, the second with wine. Whoever partakes receives

orally the body and blood of Jesus Christ.
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It is right to give our thanks and praise.
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It is indeed right, our du - 1y and our joy,
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res - ur -rec - tion, with earth and sea and all their crea-tures,
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and with angels and archangels, cheru - bim and ser - a - phim,
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we praise your name and join their un - end - ing hymn:

From Evangelical Lisheran Worsiip copyrighe © 2006. All righas reserved. Rep dbyp of Augsburg Foaress under lense &
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THE WORDS OF INSTITUTION

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave
thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my
body, given for you.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink,
saying: This cup is the New Testament in my blood, shed for you and for all
people for the forgiveness of sin.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

* LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily
bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass
against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For
thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.
Amen.
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INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Taste and see that the Lord is good.

When giving the bread and cup, the communion ministers say
The body of Christ, given for you.

The blood of Christ, shed for you.

and each person may respond

Amen.
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sin  of the world,; grant us peace.

*POST COMMUNION BLESSING
The body and blood of our risen Lord Jesus Christ strengthens you and
preserves you into eternal life. Amen.

* POST COMMUNION SONG: ELW 205 —“Thankful Hearts and Voices Raise”
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Thankful Hearts and Voices Raise
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Let all who seek the Lord re-joice and bear Christ’s ho - ly name.
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Send us with your prom-is - es, O God, and lead us forth in
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joy with shouts  of thanks-giv-ing. Al -le - lu - ia.

Text: John W. Arthur, 1922-1980

Music: Liturgy of Jov, James M. Capers, b. 1948
Text © 1978, 1995 Augsburg Fortress.

Music © 1993 Augsburg Fortress.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

* POST COMMUNION PRAYER
SENDING

* BLESSING
The Almighty God, Father, +Son, and Holy Spirit, blesses you now and
forever. Amen.

* SENDING SONG: ELW 782 - “My Shepherd, You Supply My
Need”
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My Shepherd, You Supply My Need
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i My Shep-herd. you sup-ply my need; most ho - Iy is your name.
2 Wi-cn walk through shades ol' death, your presence 1s my  stay;
3 The sure pro - vi-sions of my God at - tend me all my days:
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In  pas - tures fresh you make me  feed, be - side the liv - ing  stream.
one word of  your sup-port-ing breath drives all my fears a - way.
oh, may your house be my a - bode and all my work be  praise.

You bring my wan-dring spir-it  back when I  for - sake your ways,
Your hand, in  sight of all my foes, does still my 1a - ble spread;
Here would I find a  set - tled vest, while oth-ers go and come;
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and lead me, for your mer-cy's sake, in paths of truth and E‘x %
my c<up with bless-ings o - ver-flows, your oil  a - noints my ad
no  more a strang-er or a  guest. but like a child at  home.

“Tost: Laac Wants, 16743748, ak. hased on Psalm 21
Music: RESIGNATION, North Americas tradieonal
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* DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Remember the poor.
Thanks be to God.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

. Pastor Levi will be on vacation from May 8 through May 13. If
you are in need of pastoral care during this time please reach
out for Council Vice President Doug Wrede at 484-894-3880

and he will get you in touch with on call pastor.

e Monday 5/12: No Bible Study

e Tuesday 5/13: Social Ministry 10am at Alpha Family
Restaurant

o Tuesday 5/13:Property Committee 10am at church

UPCOMING
e Sunday 5/18: Baptism of Cassandra Zellner
e Thursday 5/22: Worship Committee meeting at church 10am

Let us remember in prayer: Lena, Joy, Jennie, Max, Fan, Annie, Pam,
Sara, Bob, Patrick, John, Judy, Gary, Sharon, Cindy, Jack, and those
unable to attend church service; Janice, DJ, Greg, Helen, Alayne and
Elsie.
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Gala of Grace

You are Cordially ‘Invited
to our

Gala of Grace

June 22, 2025
3:00 - 7:00 pm
St. James Lutheran Church
€0 Frey Hall

1213 US 22
Phillipsburg, N7J 08865
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RSVP by May 22, 2025
barbiegulick@icloud.com

please indicate any food allergies or restrictions

.
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