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Welcome to St. James! 
Founded in 1750, the year 2025 marks our 275th anniversary of being God’s church. 
We’re so glad you’re here! We pray you feel warmly welcomed as we gather to 
celebrate God’s unconditional love in Jesus Christ. He who is the same, yesterday, 
today, and forever! 
 
If you are visiting today: Thank you for joining us today! If you have any 
questions, please ask! Pastor Levi and the members of our church-community 
would be glad to help you out. Please sign the guest book or complete a hospitality 
card located in the pew racks. 
 
Following along in the bulletin: *indicates the congregation stands. In our 
liturgical worship, bold words are spoken by the congregation. LBW refers to 
content found in the green hymnbook Lutheran Book of Worship. WOV refers to 
content found in the blue hymnbook With One Voice. 
 
 Presiding Minister         The Rev. Levi Q. Powers 
 Assisting Minister  Dan Gulick 
 Musician                         Dave Miller 
 

I. GATHERING  
 
*CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 

Th sign of the cross ☩ may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

In the name of the Father and of the ☩ Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires are known, and from whom 
no secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy 
Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through 
Jesus Christ our Lord.  

Amen.  

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

Silence for reflection and self-examination. 
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Almighty and most Holy God, 

we confess that we have sinned in thought, word, and deed, through our own 
fault, our own most grievous fault. We acknowledge our lack of faithfulness in 
holy service, our lack of discipline and obedience, and our lack of love. And 
so, we pray to you, O God, have mercy upon us, for the sake of Jesus Christ, 
your dear Son, our Lord. Amen.  

God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us 

alive together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of ☩Jesus 

Christ, I forgive you all your sins. Almighty God strengthen you with power through 
the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your hearts through faith. 

Amen. 
 

*GATHERING HYMN: LBW 406 – Take My Life, That I May Be 

 

*GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

And the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 

 
*CANTICLE OF PRAISE: ELW 410 - All Glory Be to God on High 
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*PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Prayer concludes: Amen. 
 

II. WORD 
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FIRST READING: Deuteronomy 30:15-20 
A reading from Deuteronomy. 
 15 “See, I have set before you today life and prosperity, death and adversity. 16 If you 
obey the commandments of the Lord your God that I am commanding you today, by 
loving the Lord your God, walking in his ways, and observing his commandments, 
decrees, and ordinances, then you shall live and become numerous, and 
the Lord your God will bless you in the land that you are entering to possess. 17 But 
if your heart turns away and you do not hear but are led astray to bow down to other 
gods and serve them, 18 I declare to you today that you shall certainly perish; you 
shall not live long in the land that you are crossing the Jordan to enter and 
possess. 19 I call heaven and earth to witness against you today that I have set 
before you life and death, blessings and curses. Choose life so that you and your 
descendants may live, 20 loving the Lord your God, obeying him, and holding fast to 
him, for that means life to you and length of days, so that you may live in the land 
that the Lord swore to give to your ancestors, to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob.” 

The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 

PSALM 1 
The Psalm is read responsively.  
 1 Happy is the person 
  who does not follow the advice of the wicked 
 or take the path that sinners tread 
  or sit in the seat of scoffers, 
 2 but that person’s delight is in the law of the Lord, 
  and on his law that person meditates day and night. 
 3 That person is like a tree 
  planted by streams of water, 
 which yield its fruit in its season, 
  and its leaves do not wither. 
 In all that they do, they prosper. 
 4 The wicked are not so 
  but are like chaff that the wind drives away. 
 5 Therefore the wicked will not stand in the judgment 
  nor sinners in the congregation of the righteous, 
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 6 for the Lord watches over the way of the righteous, 
  but the way of the wicked will perish. 
 
SECOND READING: Philemon 1-21 
A reading from Philemon. 

  1 Paul, a prisoner of Christ Jesus, and Timothy our brother, 
  To our beloved coworker Philemon, 2 to our sister Apphia, to our fellow soldier 
Archippus, and to the church in your house: 
  3 Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 
  4 I thank my God always when I mention you in my prayers, 5 because I hear of 
your love for all the saints and your faith toward the Lord Jesus. 6 I pray that the 
partnership of your faith may become effective as you comprehend all the good that 
we share in Christ. 7 I have indeed received much joy and encouragement from your 
love, because the hearts of the saints have been refreshed through you, my brother. 
  8 For this reason, though I am more than bold enough in Christ to command you 
to do the right thing, 9 yet I would rather appeal to you on the basis of love—and I, 
Paul, do this as an old man and now also as a prisoner of Christ Jesus. 10 I am 
appealing to you for my child, Onesimus, whose father I have become during my 
imprisonment. 11 Formerly he was useless to you, but now he is indeed useful to you 
and to me. 12 I am sending him, that is, my own heart, back to you. 13 I wanted to 
keep him with me so that he might minister to me in your place during my 
imprisonment for the gospel, 14 but I preferred to do nothing without your consent in 
order that your good deed might be voluntary and not something forced. 15 Perhaps 
this is the reason he was separated from you for a while, so that you might have 
him back for the long term, 16 no longer as a slave but more than a slave, a beloved 
brother—especially to me but how much more to you, both in the flesh and in the 
Lord. 
  17 So if you consider me your partner, welcome him as you would welcome 
me. 18 If he has wronged you in any way or owes you anything, charge that to 
me. 19 I, Paul, am writing this with my own hand: I will repay it. I say nothing about 
your owing me even your own self. 20 Yes, brother, let me have this benefit from you 
in the Lord! Refresh my heart in Christ. 21 Confident of your obedience, I am writing 
to you, knowing that you will do even more than I ask. 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION: ELW 172 – Halle, Halle, Hallelujah 
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[sung before and after the Gospel lesson] 

 

GOSPEL READING: Luke 14:25-33 
The holy gospel according to St. Luke. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
25 Now large crowds were traveling with him, and he turned and said to 
them, 26 “Whoever comes to me and does not hate father and mother, wife and 
children, brothers and sisters, yes, and even life itself, cannot be my 
disciple. 27 Whoever does not carry the cross and follow me cannot be my 
disciple. 28 For which of you, intending to build a tower, does not first sit down and 
estimate the cost, to see whether he has enough to complete it? 29 Otherwise, when 
he has laid a foundation and is not able to finish, all who see it will begin to ridicule 
him, 30 saying, ‘This fellow began to build and was not able to finish.’ 31 Or what king, 
going out to wage war against another king, will not sit down first and consider 
whether he is able with ten thousand to oppose the one who comes against him 
with twenty thousand? 32 If he cannot, then while the other is still far away, he sends 
a delegation and asks for the terms of peace. 33 So therefore, none of you can 
become my disciple if you do not give up all your possessions. 
The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ.  
 
SERMON 
 
*HYMN OF THE DAY: WOV 753 – You Are the Seed 
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*APOSTLES’ CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended into hell. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
*PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Each petition ends: “…God of grace. Hear our prayer.”  
Prayers conclude: “Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we 
pray, trusting in your mercy; through Jesus Christ, our Savior.” Amen. 
 
*Peace  
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 
The people may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace, and may say, 
“Peace be with you,” or similar words. 
The assembly is seated. 
 

III. THE LORD’S SUPPER 
 

OFFERTORY 
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*OFFERING VERSE: TFF 216 – Give Me a Clean Heart 
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*OFFERING PRAYER 
Prayer concludes: Amen.  
 
*THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
Together with the bread and the cup we receive the body and the blood of Christ. 
We invite all baptized Christians to this sacrament. Children and adults who do not 
yet receive Holy Communion are invited to come forward with arms folded for a 
blessing. If you need communion brought to you, please let an usher know. We 
commune in tables of 10-15 people. The pastor will give you the bread, an assistant 
will give you a cup. Then two will come to pour into your cup-the first with grape 
juice, the second with wine. Whoever partakes receives orally the body and blood of 
Jesus Christ.  

 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise…Here the minister continues with the preface for the day, 
concluding: …we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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*THE WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
*THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
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Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

 
*INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
 
COMMUNION  
When giving the bread and cup, the communion ministers say 
The body of Christ, given for you. 
The blood of Christ, shed for you. 
and each person may respond 
Amen. 
 
LAMB OF GOD 
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*POST COMMUNION SONG: ELW 206 – Thankful Hearts and Voices Raise 

 
*POST COMMUNION PRAYER 
Prayer concludes: Amen.  
 

IV. SENDING 
*BLESSING 
Blessing concludes: Amen.  
 
*SENDING SONG: LBW 558 – Earth and All Stars! 
 
*DISMISSAL  
Go in peace. Share the good news. 
Thanks be to God. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Thank you to all who volunteered you time to another wonderful 

breakfast! 

Social Ministry collecting food for local food pantry. Lap blankets 
(30”x36”) for local nursing homes. Please leave donations in the lobby. 

Thank You! 
 

• Tuesday 9/9: Social Ministry and Property Committee 10am at 

the church 

• Wednesday 9/10: Fellowship at Sharky’s 4pm-6pm 

• Thursday 9/11: Reading the Bible with Pastor Levi – 10am at the 

church  

 

UPCOMING 

September 14th after church, Worship Helpers' Training: 

Please attend if you are interested in any of these volunteer 

positions: greeter/usher, assisting minister, lector (reader), 

communion assistant, altar guild, technology assistant, and teller.  

• Sunday, 9/21 after church: Coffee Fellowship begins 

• Monday, 9/22: Christian Ed meeting 10am at the church      

                                                                                                                                     

Let us remember in prayer: The Family & Friends of Judy Imhof, The 

Family & Friends of Pam Sheehan, The Family & Friends of Lou Cicale, 

The Family & Friends of Audra, Ryan, Kevin, Beth, Stephanie, Max, 

Keith, Sara, Bob, Patrick, John, Gary, Sharon and those unable to 

attend church service; Janet, Janice, Greg, Helen, Alayne and Elsie. 


