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Welcome to St. James! 

Founded in 1750, the year 2025 marks our 275th anniversary of being God’s church. 
We’re so glad you’re here! We pray you feel warmly welcomed as we gather to 
celebrate God’s unconditional love in Jesus Christ. He who is the same, yesterday, 
today, and forever! 
 
If you are visiting today: Thank you for joining us today! If you have any 
questions, please ask! Pastor Levi and the members of our church-community 
would be glad to help you out. Please sign the guest book or complete a hospitality 
card located in the pew racks. 
 
Following along in the bulletin: *indicates the congregation stands. In our 
liturgical worship, bold words are spoken by the congregation. LBW refers to 
content found in the green hymnbook Lutheran Book of Worship. WOV refers to 
content found in the blue hymnbook With One Voice. 
 
 Presiding Minister         The Rev. Dr. Timothy Wengert 
 Assisting Minister  Dan Gulick 
 Musician                         Dave Miller 
 

I. GATHERING  
 
*CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 

The sign of the cross ☩ may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

In the name of the Father and of the ☩ Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires are known, and from whom 
no secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy 
Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through 
Jesus Christ our Lord.  

Amen.  

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

Silence for reflection and self-examination. 
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Almighty and most Holy God, 

we confess that we have sinned in thought, word, and deed, through our own 
fault, our own most grievous fault. We acknowledge our lack of faithfulness in 
holy service, our lack of discipline and obedience, and our lack of love. And 
so, we pray to you, O God, have mercy upon us, for the sake of Jesus Christ, 
your dear Son, our Lord. Amen.  

God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us 

alive together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of ☩Jesus 

Christ, I forgive you all your sins. Almighty God strengthen you with power through 
the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your hearts through faith. 

Amen. 
 

*GATHERING HYMN: LBW 503 - O Jesus, I Have Promised 

 

*GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 

 
*CANTICLE OF PRAISE: ELW 410 - All Glory Be to God on High 
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*PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Benevolent, merciful God: When we are empty, fill us. When we are weak in faith, 
strengthen us. When we are cold in love, warm us, that with fervor we may love our 
neighbors and serve them for the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and 
Lord. Amen.  
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II. WORD 
 
FIRST READING: Habakkuk 1:1-4; 2:1-4 

A reading from Habakkuk. 
 1 The oracle that the prophet Habakkuk saw. 
 2 O LORD, how long shall I cry for help, 
  and you will not listen? 
 Or cry to you “Violence!” 
  and you will not save? 
 3 Why do you make me see wrongdoing 
  and look at trouble? 
 Destruction and violence are before me; 
  strife and contention arise. 
 4 So the law becomes slack, 
  and justice never prevails. 
 The wicked surround the righteous; 
  therefore judgment comes forth perverted. 
 2:1I will stand at my watchpost 
  and station myself on the rampart; 
 I will keep watch to see what he will say to me 
  and what he will answer concerning my complaint. 
 2 Then the LORD answered me and said: 
 Write the vision; 
  make it plain on tablets, 
  so that a runner may read it. 
 3 For there is still a vision for the appointed time; 
  it speaks of the end and does not lie. 
 If it seems to tarry, wait for it; 
  it will surely come; it will not delay. 
 4 Look at the proud! 
  Their spirit is not right in them, 
  but the righteous live by their faith. 

The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
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PSALM 37:1-9 
The Psalm is read responsively.  
 1 Do not be provoked by evildoers; 
  do not be jealous of those who do wrong. 
 2 For they shall soon wither like the grass, 
  and like the green grass fade away. 
 3 Put your trust in the LORD and do good; 
  dwell in the land and find safe pasture. 
 4 Take delight in the LORD, 
  who shall give you your heart’s desire.  
 5 Commit your way to the LORD; put your trust in the LORD, 
  and see what God will do. 
 6 The LORD will make your vindication as clear as the light 
  and the justice of your case like the noonday sun. 
 7 Be still before the LORD and wait patiently. 
  Do not be provoked by the one who prospers, the one who succeeds in evil 
schemes. 
 8 Refrain from anger, leave rage alone; 
  do not be provoked; it leads only to evil. 
 9 For evildoers shall be cut off, 
  but those who hope in the LORD shall possess the land.  
 
SECOND READING: 2 Timothy 1:1-14 

A reading from 2 Timothy. 
1 Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, for the sake of the promise of 
life that is in Christ Jesus, 
  2 To Timothy, my beloved child: 
  Grace, mercy, and peace from God the Father and Christ Jesus our Lord. 
  3 I am grateful to God—whom I worship with a clear conscience, as my ancestors 
did—when I remember you constantly in my prayers night and day. 4 Recalling your 
tears, I long to see you so that I may be filled with joy. 5 I am reminded of your 
sincere faith, a faith that lived first in your grandmother Lois and your mother Eunice 
and now, I am sure, lives in you. 6 For this reason I remind you to rekindle the gift of 
God that is within you through the laying on of my hands, 7 for God did not give us a 
spirit of cowardice but rather a spirit of power and of love and of self-discipline. 
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8 Do not be ashamed, then, of the testimony about our Lord or of me his prisoner, 
but join with me in suffering for the gospel, in the power of God, 9 who saved us and 
called us with a holy calling, not according to our works but according to his own 
purpose and grace, and this grace was given to us in Christ Jesus before the ages 
began, 10 but it has now been revealed through the appearing of our Savior Jesus 
Christ, who abolished death and brought life and immortality to light through the 
gospel. 11 For this gospel I was appointed a herald and an apostle and a 
teacher, 12 and for this reason I suffer as I do. But I am not ashamed, for I know the 
one in whom I have put my trust, and I am sure that he is able to guard until that 
day the deposit I have entrusted to him. 13 Hold to the standard of sound teaching 
that you have heard from me, in the faith and love that are in Christ Jesus. 14 Guard 
the good deposit entrusted to you, with the help of the Holy Spirit living in us. 
 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION: ELW 172 – Halle, Halle, Hallelujah 

{sung before and after gospel lesson} 

 

 
 
GOSPEL READING: Luke 17:5-10 
The holy gospel according to St. Luke. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
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5 The apostles said to the Lord, “Increase our faith!” 6 The Lord replied, “If you had 
faith the size of a mustard seed, you could say to this mulberry tree, ‘Be uprooted 
and planted in the sea,’ and it would obey you. 
  7 “Who among you would say to your slave who has just come in from plowing or 
tending sheep in the field, ‘Come here at once and take your place at the 
table’? 8 Would you not rather say to him, ‘Prepare supper for me; put on your apron 
and serve me while I eat and drink; later you may eat and drink’? 9 Do you thank the 
slave for doing what was commanded? 10 So you also, when you have done all that 
you were ordered to do, say, ‘We are worthless slaves; we have done only what we 
ought to have done!’ ” 
 
The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ.  
 
SERMON 
 
 
*HYMN OF THE DAY: LBW 492 - O Master, Let Me Walk with You 
 
*APOSTLES’ CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended into hell. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 
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*PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Each petition ends: “…God of grace, receive our prayer.”  
Prayers conclude: “Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we 
pray, trusting in your mercy; through Jesus Christ, our Savior.” Amen. 
 
*Peace  
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 
The people may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace, and may say, 
“Peace be with you,” or similar words. 
The assembly is seated. 
 

III. THE LORD’S SUPPER 
 

OFFERTORY 
 

 
 
 
*OFFERING VERSE: ELW 184 – Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful 
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*OFFERING PRAYER 
Prayer concludes: Amen.  
 
*THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
Together with the bread and the cup we receive the body and the blood of Christ. 
We invite all baptized Christians to this sacrament. Children and adults who do not 
yet receive Holy Communion are invited to come forward with arms folded for a 
blessing. If you need communion brought to you, please let an usher know. We 
commune in tables of 10-15 people. The pastor will give you the bread, an assistant 
will give you a cup.  
Then two will come to pour into your cup-the first with grape juice, the second with 
wine. Whoever partakes receives orally the body and blood of Jesus Christ. 
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*THE WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
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*THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

 
*INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Come to the banquet, for all is now ready. 
COMMUNION  
When giving the bread and cup, the communion ministers say 
The body of Christ, given for you. 
The blood of Christ, shed for you. 
and each person may respond 
Amen. 
 
The body and blood of our risen Lord Jesus Christ strengthens you and keeps you 
in his grace. Amen.  
 
 
LAMB OF GOD 
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*POST COMMUNION SONG: ELW 206 – Thankful Hearts and Voices Raise 

 
*POST COMMUNION PRAYER 
Prayer concludes: Amen.  
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IV. SENDING 
*BLESSING 
The Lord blesses you and keeps you. The Lord's face shines on you with grace and 
mercy. The Lord looks upon you with favor and gives you peace. Amen.  
 
*SENDING SONG: LBW 230 - Lord, Keep Us Steadfast in Your Word 
 
*DISMISSAL  
Go in peace. Remember the poor. 
Thanks be to God. 

 
 
 
 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Social Ministry: Pullover Hoodie collection will begin September 

14 thru October 12 for Phillipsburg School District middle and HS 
students. Adult sizes S-XXL.  

 
Pastor Levi will be on vacation 9/29-10/5. Please contact Jon Slaton at 908-319-

3992 for any pastoral care needs during this time and he will get you in contact with 
the pastor on call.  

 
Worship Helpers: Joanne Willauer will be coordinating the monthly schedule. 
Please contact her at 610-393-6317 or jdwillauer@rcn.com with your upcoming 

availability! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:jdwillauer@rcn.com
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• Sunday, 10/5 after church: Coffee Fellowship. There is a sign up sheet on 
the bulletin board outside Frey Hall for coffee and refreshments for upcoming 
weeks.  

• Sunday, 10/5: Live Nativity Planning Meeting after church 

• Tuesday, 10/7: Social Ministry Meeting at Panera 9:30am. All are welcome! 

• Wednesday 10/8: Fellowship at Sharky’s 4pm-6pm  

• Thursday 10/9: Reading the Bible with Pastor Levi resumes today 
 
 

UPCOMING  
 

• Sunday, 10/12: Rally Day! All ages invited to join in Frey Hall for coffee, 
refreshments, crafts to celebrate the kick off of the Sunday School year! 

 
Let us remember in prayer: The Lombardi family, Justin, Stacey, Debbie, Carol, 
Ryan, Kevin, Max, Keith, Sara, Bob, Patrick, John, Gary, Sharon and those unable 
to attend church service; Janet, Janice, Greg, Helen, Alayne and Elsie 

 
 


