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Welcome to St. James!

Founded in 1750, the year 2025 marks our 275" anniversary of being God’s church.
We’re so glad you’re here! We pray you feel warmly welcomed as we gather to
celebrate God’s unconditional love in Jesus Christ. He who is the same, yesterday,
today, and forever!

If you are visiting today: Thank you for joining us today! If you have any
questions, please ask! Pastor Levi and the members of our church-community
would be glad to help you out. Please sign the guest book or complete a hospitality
card located in the pew racks.

Introduction to the Day: Jeremiah's promise of the execution of "justice and
righteousness in the land" finds ironic fulfillment in the execution of Jesus of
Nazareth, the King of the Jews. It appears so utterly contradictory that the King of
kings should be crucified as a criminal. This victory appears to all the world as
ignominious defeat. Yet through the gate of death our Lord opens the door to
paradise.

Following along in the bulletin: *indicates the congregation stands. In our
liturgical worship, bold words are spoken by the congregation. LBW refers to
content found in the green hymnbook Lutheran Book of Worship. WOV refers to
content found in the blue hymnbook With One Voice.

Presiding Minister The Rev. Levi Q. Powers
Assisting Minister Polly Newbold
Musician Dave Miller

. GATHERING

*CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION
Th sign of the cross '+ may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.

In the name of the Father and of the = Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires are known, and from whom
no secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy
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Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through
Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Silence for reflection and self-examination.

Almighty and most Holy God,

we confess that we have sinned in thought, word, and deed, through our own
fault, our own most grievous fault. We acknowledge our lack of faithfulness in
holy service, our lack of discipline and obedience, and our lack of love. And
so, we pray to you, O God, have mercy upon us, for the sake of Jesus Christ,
your dear Son, our Lord. Amen.

God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us

alive together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of ‘+Jesus
Christ, | forgive you all your sins. Almighty God strengthen you with power through
the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your hearts through faith.

Amen.
*GATHERING HYMN: LBW 377 - Lift High the Cross

*GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

KYRIE - ELW 602 - Your Heart, O God, Is Grieved
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*CANTICLE OF PRAISE: This is the Feast

Refrain
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*PRAYER OF THE DAY
Prayer concludes: Amen.

I.WORD

FIRST READING: Jeremiah 23:1-6
A reading from Jeremiah.
'Woe to the shepherds who destroy and scatter the sheep of my pasture! says
the LORD. 2 Therefore thus says the LORD, the God of Israel, concerning the
shepherds who shepherd my people: It is you who have scattered my flock and
have driven them away, and you have not attended to them. So | will attend to you
for your evil doings, says the LORD. 3 Then | myself will gather the remnant of my
flock out of all the lands where | have driven them, and | will bring them back to their
fold, and they shall be fruitful and multiply. # | will raise up shepherds over them who
will shepherd them, and they shall no longer fear or be dismayed, nor shall any be
missing, says the LORD.

5The days are surely coming, says the LORD, when | will raise up for David a
righteous Branch, and he shall reign as king and deal wisely and shall execute
justice and righteousness in the land. € In his days Judah will be saved, and Israel
will live in safety. And this is the name by which he will be called: “The LORD is our
righteousness.”
The word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

PSALM 46
The Psalm is read responsively.
1God is our refuge and strength,
a very present help in trouble.
2Therefore we will not fear, though the earth be moved,
and though the mountains shake in the depths of the sea;
3though its waters rage and foam,
and though the mountains tremble with its tumult.
“There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God,
the holy habitation of the Most High.
5God is in the midst of the city; it shall not be shaken;
God shall help it at the break of day.
6The nations rage, and the kingdoms shake;
God speaks, and the earth melts away.
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"The LORD of hosts is with us;
the God of Jacob 's our stronghold.
8 Come now, regard the works of the LORD,
what desolations God has brought upon the earth;
9behold the one who makes war to cease in all the world;
who breaks the bow, and shatters the spear, and burns the shields with fire.
10«Be still, then, and know that | am God;
| will be exalted among the nations; | will be exalted in the earth.”
" The LORD of hosts is with us;
the God of Jacob is our stronghold.

SECOND READING: Colossians 1:11-20
A reading from Colossians.

" May you be made strong with all the strength that comes from his glorious power,
so that you may have all endurance and patience, joyfully ' giving thanks to the
Father, who has enabled you to share in the inheritance of the saints in the

light. ¥ He has rescued us from the power of darkness and transferred us into the
kingdom of his beloved Son, *in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of
sins.

15He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation, '®for in him all
things in heaven and on earth were created, things visible and invisible, whether
thrones or dominions or rulers or powers—all things have been created through him
and for him. ' He himself is before all things, and in him all things hold

together. ' He is the head of the body, the church; he is the beginning, the firstborn
from the dead, so that he might come to have first place in everything. '® For in him
all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell, 2°and through him God was pleased to
reconcile to himself all things, whether on earth or in heaven, by making peace
through the blood of his cross.

The word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION: ELW 172 — Halle, Halle, Hallelujah
{sung before and after gospel lesson}
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GOSPEL READING: Luke 23:33-43

The holy gospel according to St. Luke.

Glory to you, O Lord.

33When they came to the place that is called The Skull, they crucified Jesus there
with the criminals, one on his right and one on his left. 3*[[Then Jesus said, “Father,
forgive them, for they do not know what they are doing.”]] And they cast lots to
divide his clothing. 3% And the people stood by watching, but the leaders scoffed at
him, saying, “He saved others; let him save himself if he is the Messiah of God, his
chosen one!” 3 The soldiers also mocked him, coming up and offering him sour
wine 3" and saying, “If you are the King of the Jews, save yourself!” 3 There was
also an inscription over him, “This is the King of the Jews.”

39 One of the criminals who were hanged there kept deriding him and saying,
“Are you not the Messiah? Save yourself and us!” 4° But the other rebuked him,
saying, “Do you not fear God, since you are under the same sentence of
condemnation? 4! And we indeed have been condemned justly, for we are getting
what we deserve for our deeds, but this man has done nothing wrong.” 4> Then he
said, “Jesus, remember me when you come in your kingdom.” 3 He replied, “Truly |
tell you, today you will be with me in paradise.”

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON



*HYMN OF THE DAY: LBW 328 - All Hail the Power of Jesus' Name

*NICENE CREED
We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary
and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.



*PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Each petition ends: “...God of grace, receive our prayer.”

Prayers conclude: “Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we
pray, trusting in your mercy; through Jesus Christ, our Savior.” Amen.

*Peace

The peace of Christ be with you always.

And also with you.

The people may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace, and may say,
“Peace be with you,” or similar words.

The assembly is seated.

lIl. THE LORD’S SUPPER

OFFERTORY

Scan the QR Code to give electronically.
An offering plate is in the back of the
sanctuary if you wish to give check or
cash. You are welcome to give to the
ministry of St. James Lutheran Church
freely and spontaneously. There is no
guilt or shame. If you do give, give with
a cheerful heart.

*OFFERING VERSE: TFF 216 — Give Me a Clean Heart
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*OFFERING PRAYER
Prayer concludes: Amen.

*THE GREAT THANKSGIVING

Together with the bread and the cup we receive the body and the blood of Christ.
We invite all baptized Christians to this sacrament. Children and adults who do not
yet receive Holy Communion are invited to come forward with arms folded for a
blessing. If you need communion brought to you, please let an usher know.

We commune in tables of 10-15 people. The pastor will give you the bread, an
assistant will give you a cup. Then two will come to pour into your cup-the first with
grape juice, the second with wine. Whoever partakes receives orally the body and
blood of Jesus Christ.
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Lift up  your hearts. We lift  them 6 Stond

Let us  give thanks to the Lord our  God.
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It is right to give our thanks and pralse

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise...Here the minister continues with the preface for the day,
concluding: ...we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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*THE WORDS OF INSTITUTION

In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

*THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,

on earth as it is in heaven.
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Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

*INVITATION TO COMMUNION

COMMUNION

When giving the bread and cup, the communion ministers say
The body of Christ, given for you.

The blood of Christ, shed for you.

and each person may respond

Amen.

LAMB OF GOD
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*POST COMMUNION SONG: ELW 206 — Thankful Hearts and Voices Raise
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*POST COMMUNION PRAYER
Prayer concludes: Amen.

IV. SENDING
*BLESSING
Blessing concludes: Amen.

*SENDING SONG: LBW 170 - Crown Him with Many Crowns

*DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Remember the poor.
Thanks be to God.

Worship Helpers: Joanne Willauer will be coordinating the monthly schedule.
Please contact her at 610-393-6317 or jdwillauer@rcn.com with your available
dates!
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Social Ministry Donation Collections:
e Food Drive collection: Social Ministry supports 175 Families thru River of Life
& St. Luke’s Church in Phillipsburg.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Sunday, 11/23 - Thanksgiving Brunch after church.

Tuesday, 11/25: Church Council meeting 7pm at the church.

Wednesday 11/26: NO Fellowship at Sharky’s

Thursday 11/27: NO Proverbs Bible Study with Pastor Levi — resumes 12/4

UPCOMING

e Sunday, 12/14: Live Nativity - Noon-2
Craft Fair — Noon-3

THIS WEEK’S WORSHIP HELPERS
Usher/Greeter: Jon Slaton

Lector: Sue Hazelton
Altar Guild: Steve Stocker
Tellers: Steve Stocker/Jon Slaton
NEXT SUNDAY’S WORSHIP HELPERS(11/30)

Usher/Greeter: Harvey Walters

Lector: Jamie McRoberts
Altar Guild: Barbara/Jim Sikra

Tellers: Sandy Wismer/Don Willauer

Let us remember in prayer: The Family & Friends of Brett Palmer, Keith, Sara, Bob,
Patrick, John, Gary, Sharon and those unable to attend church service; Janet,
Janice, Greg, Helen, Alayne and Elsie.
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