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Welcome to St. James! 
Founded in 1750, the year 2025 marks our 275th anniversary of being God’s church. 
We’re so glad you’re here! We pray you feel warmly welcomed as we gather to 
celebrate God’s unconditional love in Jesus Christ. He who is the same, yesterday, 
today, and forever! 
 
If you are visiting today: Thank you for joining us today! If you have any 
questions, please ask! Pastor Levi and the members of our church-community 
would be glad to help you out. Please sign the guest book or complete a hospitality 
card located in the pew racks. 
 
Following along in the bulletin: *indicates the congregation stands. In our 
liturgical worship, bold words are spoken by the congregation. LBW refers to 
content found in the green hymnbook Lutheran Book of Worship. WOV refers to 
content found in the blue hymnbook With One Voice. 
 
 Presiding Minister         The Rev. Levi Q. Powers 
 Assisting Minister  Dan Gulik 
 Musician                         Jim Sikra 
 

I. GATHERING  
 
*CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 

Th sign of the cross ☩ may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

In the name of the Father and of the ☩ Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires are known, and from whom 
no secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy 
Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through 
Jesus Christ our Lord.  

Amen.  

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

Silence for reflection and self-examination. 
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Almighty and most Holy God, 

we confess that we have sinned in thought, word, and deed, through our own 
fault, our own most grievous fault. We acknowledge our lack of faithfulness in 
holy service, our lack of discipline and obedience, and our lack of love. And 
so, we pray to you, O God, have mercy upon us, for the sake of Jesus Christ, 
your dear Son, our Lord. Amen.  

God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us 

alive together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of ☩Jesus 

Christ, I forgive you all your sins. Almighty God strengthen you with power through 
the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your hearts through faith. 

Amen. 
 

*GATHERING HYMN: LBW 231 - O Word of God Incarnate 

 

*GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 

 
*CANTICLE OF PRAISE: ELW 410 - All Glory Be to God on High 
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*PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Prayer concludes: Amen. 
 

II. WORD 
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FIRST READING: Genesis 32:22-31 
A reading from Genesis. 
22 The same night [Jacob] got up and took his two wives, his two maids, and his 
eleven children and crossed the ford of the Jabbok. 23 He took them and sent them 
across the stream, and likewise everything that he had. 24 Jacob was left alone, and 
a man wrestled with him until daybreak. 25 When the man saw that he did not prevail 
against Jacob, he struck him on the hip socket, and Jacob’s hip was put out of joint 
as he wrestled with him. 26 Then he said, “Let me go, for the day is breaking.” But 
Jacob said, “I will not let you go, unless you bless me.” 27 So he said to him, “What 
is your name?” And he said, “Jacob.” 28 Then the man said, “You shall no longer be 
called Jacob, but Israel, for you have striven with God and with humans and have 
prevailed.” 29 Then Jacob asked him, “Please tell me your name.” But he said, “Why 
is it that you ask my name?” And there he blessed him. 30 So Jacob called the place 
Peniel, saying, “For I have seen God face to face, yet my life is preserved.” 31 The 
sun rose upon him as he passed Penuel, limping because of his hip. 

The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

PSALM 121 
The Psalm is read responsively.  
1 I lift up my eyes to the hills; 
  from where is my help to come? 
 2 My help comes from the Lord, 
  the maker of heaven and earth. 
 3 The Lord will not let your foot be moved 
  nor will the one who watches over you fall asleep. 
 4 Behold, the keeper of Israel 
  will neither slumber nor sleep;  
 5 the Lord watches over you; 
  the Lord is your shade at your right hand; 
 6 the sun will not strike you by day, 
  nor the moon by night. 
 7 The Lord will preserve you from all evil 
  and will keep your life. 
 8 The Lord will watch over your going out and your coming in, 
  from this time forth forevermore.  
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SECOND READING: 2 Timothy 3:14—4:5 
A reading from 2 Timothy. 
14 But as for you, continue in what you have learned and firmly believed, knowing 
from whom you learned it 15 and how from childhood you have known the sacred 
writings that are able to instruct you for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus. 16 All 
scripture is inspired by God and is useful for teaching, for reproof, for correction, 
and for training in righteousness, 17 so that the person of God may be proficient, 
equipped for every good work. 
  4:1 In the presence of God and of Christ Jesus, who is to judge the living and the 
dead, and in view of his appearing and his kingdom, I solemnly urge you: 2 preach 
the word; be persistent whether the time is favorable or unfavorable; convince, 
rebuke, and encourage with the utmost patience in teaching. 3 For the time is 
coming when people will not put up with sound teaching, but, having their ears 
tickled, they will accumulate for themselves teachers to suit their own desires 4 and 
will turn away from listening to the truth and wander away to myths. 5 As for you, be 
sober in everything, endure suffering, do the work of an evangelist, carry out your 
ministry fully. 
 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION: ELW 172 – Halle, Halle, Hallelujah 

{sung before and after gospel lesson} 
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GOSPEL READING: Luke 18:1-8 
The holy gospel according to St. Luke. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
1 Then Jesus told them a parable about their need to pray always and not to lose 
heart. 2 He said, “In a certain city there was a judge who neither feared God nor had 
respect for people. 3 In that city there was a widow who kept coming to him and 
saying, ‘Grant me justice against my accuser.’ 4 For a while he refused, but later he 
said to himself, ‘Though I have no fear of God and no respect for anyone, 5 yet 
because this widow keeps bothering me, I will grant her justice, so that she may not 
wear me out by continually coming.’ ” 6 And the Lord said, “Listen to what the unjust 
judge says. 7 And will not God grant justice to his chosen ones who cry to him day 
and night? Will he delay long in helping them? 8 I tell you, he will quickly grant 
justice to them. And yet, when the Son of Man comes, will he find faith on earth?” 
  
The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ.  
 
 
SERMON 
 
 
*HYMN OF THE DAY: LBW 453 - If You But Trust in God to Guide You 
 
 
*APOSTLES’ CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended into hell. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
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I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
*PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Each petition ends: “…God of grace, receive our prayer.”  
Prayers conclude: “Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we 
pray, trusting in your mercy; through Jesus Christ, our Savior.” Amen. 
 
*Peace  
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 
The people may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace, and may say, 
“Peace be with you,” or similar words. 
The assembly is seated. 
 

III. THE LORD’S SUPPER 
 

OFFERTORY 
 

 
 
*OFFERING VERSE: TFF 216 – Give Me a Clean Heart 
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10 
 

*OFFERING PRAYER 
Prayer concludes: Amen.  
 
*THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
Together with the bread and the cup we receive the body and the blood of Christ. 
We invite all baptized Christians to this sacrament. Children and adults who do not 
yet receive Holy Communion are invited to come forward with arms folded for a 
blessing. If you need communion brought to you, please let an usher know.  
We commune in tables of 10-15 people. The pastor will give you the bread, an 
assistant will give you a cup. Then two will come to pour into your cup-the first with 
grape juice, the second with wine. Whoever partakes receives orally the body and 
blood of Jesus Christ.  

 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise…Here the minister continues with the preface for the day, 
concluding: …we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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*THE WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
*THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
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Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

 
*INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
 
COMMUNION  
When giving the bread and cup, the communion ministers say 
The body of Christ, given for you. 
The blood of Christ, shed for you. 
and each person may respond 
Amen. 
 
LAMB OF GOD 
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*POST COMMUNION SONG: ELW 206 – Thankful Hearts and Voices Raise 

 
*POST COMMUNION PRAYER 
Prayer concludes: Amen.  
 

IV. SENDING 
*BLESSING 
Blessing concludes: Amen.  
 
*SENDING SONG: LBW 439 - What a Friend We Have in Jesus 
 
*DISMISSAL  
Go in peace. Remember the poor. 
Thanks be to God. 
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Worship Helpers: Joanne Willauer will be coordinating the monthly schedule. 
Please contact her at 610-393-6317 or jdwillauer@rcn.com with your available 

dates! 
 

• Sunday, 10/19 after church: Coffee Fellowship. There is a sign up sheet on 
bulletin board outside Frey Hall for coffee and refreshments for upcoming 
weeks. 

• Wednesday 10/22: Fellowship at Sharky’s 4pm-6pm  

• Thursday 10/23: Reading the Bible with Pastor Levi – 10am at church  
 
 

UPCOMING  
 

Please join us next Sunday as we celebrate the baptism of Kinsley Quinn Lopez, 
and the New Members, Jocelyn Parry (mother of Kinsley) and Taylor Parry, sisters 

from the former St. John’s Lutheran Church in Phillipsburg. 
 

• Sunday, 10/26: Please wear red next week to celebrate Reformation 
Sunday. 

• Saturday, 11/1: Church Breakfast 7am-10am 
 

THIS WEEK’S WORSHIP HELPERS 
 
Usher/Greeter: Jon Slaton 

Lector: Sue Hazelton 

Altar Guild: Barbara/Jim Sikra 

Tellers: Carol/Lois Steible 
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NEXT SUNDAY’S WORSHIP HELPERS(10/26) 

 

Usher/Greeter: Bob Agans 

Lector: Jamie McRoberts 

Altar Guild: Steve Stocker 

Tellers: Sandy Wismer/Don Willauer 

 

Let us remember in prayer: The Lombardi family, Justin, Stacey, 
Debbie, Carol, Ryan, Kevin, Max, Keith, Sara, Bob, Patrick, John, Gary, 
Sharon and those unable to attend church service; Janet, Janice, Greg, 

Helen, Alayne and Elsie. 
 

 


