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MAY  2023 
                              

 
NEXT Meeting: 

 

Monday, May 1, 2023 

 

 
7 p.m.    @ Bethpage Library 

47 Powell Avenue, Bethpage, NY  11714   516-931-3907 

 
 

(up-coming meetings:   June 5, July 3,  Aug. 7) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thunderbird Owners of New York 
                1955’s     1956’s     1957’s 

Member,   Classic  Thunderbird  Club  International  –  Chapter 49    -   May 2023  edition 

      
_________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

                                                                                                                                             

        

                                                                                Thunderbird Appreciation Day- Sunday, May 21, 2023 

                                                                        …club to meet at Kings Park   -   10 a.m.  to  2 p.m. 

                       

 OFFICERS 

 

President: 
Stan Matusewicz – 631-231-3156 

curver@optonline.net   

 
Vice President: 

Dennis Benfante– 631-447-3847 
tbirdden@optonline.net 

 

Secretary: 
John Cattonar - 631-269-4705 

cattbird@hotmail.com  
 

Treasurer 
Jim Mezey – 516-315-8608 

jimmez@aol.com  

 
CTCI Advisory Council Rep.: 
Bob Ceraso - 631-757-9476 
legendbirdbob@hotmail.com  

 
Tech Advisor:  1955’s 

Bob Ceraso - 631-757-9476 
legendbirdbob@hotmail.com  

 
Tech Advisor:  1956’s 

Stan Matusewicz -631-231-3156 
curver@optonline.net  

 
Tech Advisor:  1957’s  

Lou Realmuto - 631-226-1733 
louebird@optonline.net 

  
Computer Advisor: 

Sal Perrotta -  631-991-0306 
salperrotta1951@gmail.com  

 

Newsletter Editor:  May ‘23 
Arlene Swenson – 631-277-9511 

swenson@optonline.net  
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Sunday, May 21
st
  is  THUNDERBIRD APPRECIATION DAY! 

           
The Seventh Annual Thunderbird Appreciation Day is Sunday, May 21st, 2023! 

 
Our club members will celebrate with FREE pizza.   

 Kings Park, at the Key Food Shopping center:  66 Indian Head Rd, Kings Park, NY 11754    

 BETWEEN 10 o’clock & 2 p.m.  (no rain date)      please bring your own drink 

 
 

It is time for fun!   -  Thunderbirders around the world are celebrating their ‘baby-birds’  -   
their 1955, 1956 and 1957 Ford Thunderbirds!!! 

 
 
 

Make sure to share photos from the day with Thunderbird groups or the CTCI or VTCI Facebook pages! 

             

It’s all about the Thunderbird, on Sunday, May 21st  

Wixom, Michigan –Ford Motor Company produced over 4 million Thunderbirds from 1955 to 2005 but it is still 
uncommon to see a Thunderbird on the road today, even late models.  

This is the reason that the  

 Classic Thunderbird Club International (CTCI),  

 Vintage Thunderbird Club International (VTCI)  

 and International Thunderbird Club (ITC)  

have set the third Sunday in May as “Thunderbird Appreciation Day”;  

…a day Thunderbird owners worldwide are encouraged to get their “T-birds” out into the public so that 

everyone can enjoy them. 

http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.autotraderclassics.com/images/a/cms/64379/64379.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.autotraderclassics.com/car-article/1957%2BThunderbird-64378.xhtml&h=683&w=1024&tbnid=DMRV7CGLYggbqM:&zoom=1&docid=nA4bm0CaMnr0dM&ei=ZjRIVPfPB4iJsQSbsoKwBw&tbm=isch&ved=0CDAQMygOMA4&iact=rc&uact=3&dur=428&page=2&start=14&ndsp=18
http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://ih2.redbubble.net/image.12873871.7858/pp,550x550.u4.png&imgrefurl=http://www.redbubble.com/people/davekoontz/works/9577858-1955-ford-thunderbird?p%3Dphotographic-print&h=366&w=550&tbnid=1Pl5-lfOtEZPiM:&zoom=1&docid=l4EmXob18HHGWM&ei=vDdIVLaCJsiPsQS_nYKACw&tbm=isch&ved=0CEMQMygbMBs&iact=rc&uact=3&dur=1081&page=4&start=25&ndsp=9
https://www.ctci.org/index.php
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Classic Thunderbird Club International (CTCI)  
Website https://www.ctci.org/index.php 

Facebook https://www.facebook.com/Classic-Thunderbird-Club-International-113788211976374/ 

Vintage Thunderbird Club International   
Website http://www.vintagethunderbirdclub.net/club_info.htm 

Facebook https://www.facebook.com/VintageThunderbirds/ 

International Thunderbird Club 
Website http://www.intl-thunderbirdclub.com/ 

Facebook https://www.facebook.com/groups/ITC.TBird.Club/ 

Thunderbird Owners of NY  https://thunderbirdownersofnewyork.godaddysites.com/ 

 

 

SECRETARIES REPORT/MESSAGE 

THUNDERBIRD OWNERS OF NEW YORK- APRIL 2023 MEETING NOTES 

                   Our April meeting kicked off at 7:08 P.M. with 

the usual Pledge of Allegiance led by our President, Stan 

Matusewicz  -  Fifteen members in attendance. 

OLD BUSINESS 

                   Each year our club donates monies to a worthy 
charity of our choosing. In the past Don Shaffer, (now 
deceased) would usually ask for  $100.00 for one of his 
local charities. I came up with something a little different, 
since we have a fair amount of dollars in the bank. I 
suggested 2 charities that are certainly worthwhile. 
$100.00 to the Tunnels to Towers Foundation  and 
$100.00 to St. Judes Children Research Hospital.  The 
attending membership approved of these choices. 

Next, our Treasurer,  Jim Mezey reported we will still 
have $3,455.63 in the bank. 

     There was a brief discussion on the CTCI 
National Convention to be held in October in Florida.  At 
this point, the club will be unable to attend. 

     Club event entertainment committee 
chairman is still up for discussion. 
NEW BUSINESS  

                  Dennis Benfante brought up the Thunderbird 
Appreciation Day coming up in May. The discussion was 
whether to have that held at the Key Food parking lot or 
the Bayport Aerodrome as some members have 

proposed.  (Vintage Wings and Wheels pancake breakfast 
at Bayport Aerodrome, 60 Vitamin Dr.,  Bayport – 
5/21/23 - $20 entry, includes breakfast). 
 
     If the meeting was held at the Aerodrome, there 

is an entrance fee and you would have to pay for food. A 

vote was taken and we will be back at Key Food Shopping 

Plaza in Kings Park where there is no cost to park and the 

pizza is free.  

 

                  Jim Mezey reported on our "Breakfast /Brunch" 
coming up on April 16th, at the Hauppauge Diner, that we 
will have a good turn-out of club members. So far, 31 
members have signed up. 
                     Closing out the evening, Allen Leon discussed 
the history of oils and their uses and also gave out some 
great advice about what we should be using in our 
Thunderbirds. Allen has been a real asset to the club 
since he joined.   AN ACTIVE MEMBER. 
           A huge ‘thank-you’ goes to Bill Carberry 
from the Galaxy Car Club, for organizing and printing up 
the Show Car Schedule for the 2023 Classic Car Show 
season!  Thank You, Bill!   www.caparadiator.com  
                        Meeting wrapped up at 8:05 with the 50/50 
being won by Bob Groen,  $27.00    Next meeting:  May 1, 
2023 
 
HAPPY T-BIRDING!   John Cattonar,  T.O.N.Y. Club 
Secretary  

 

https://www.ctci.org/index.php
https://www.facebook.com/Classic-Thunderbird-Club-International-113788211976374/
http://www.vintagethunderbirdclub.net/club_info.htm
https://www.facebook.com/VintageThunderbirds/
http://www.intl-thunderbirdclub.com/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/ITC.TBird.Club/
https://thunderbirdownersofnewyork.godaddysites.com/
http://www.caparadiator.com/
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TECH REPORT 

…another hood release option from C.T.C.I. 

 

  __________________________________________________________________________________________________  

QUOTE:  “I’ve always been asked, ‘What is my favorite car?’ and I’ve always said ‘The next one.’” Carroll Shelby 
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MEMBER EVENTS 

THUNDERBIRD DUST-OFF APRIL 2023 

                Well, the weather wasn't great for our yearly "Spring Dust-off" on Sunday, April 16th but we still had five 
members drive their T-Birds to the diner:  Allen & Teresa Leon, white '57, Jim Mezey, white '57, Dennis 
Benfante, red '57, Marc Grodinsky, red '57 and Dan & Charlotte Burko, bronze '57. We had good luck - no rain! 
                 There were 27 members in attendance at the Hauppague Palace Diner, (even though 31 had signed up) 
which was still a good turn-out for our club. Most folks had a nice breakfast but you could have ordered anything 
on the menu with the club treasury picking up some of the tab. 
                  It was nice to see at least some of our members who drove their Thunderbirds to our first event of the 
2023 season.  
Hope to see a much bigger turn-out of cars for our next event. 
  
HAPPY T-BIRDING      JOHN CATTONAR,   TONY CLUB SECRETARY 
 

Photos by Sal Perrotta 
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MEMBER NEWS 

 

FEATURE-CAR-OF-THE-MONTH -     We’re still looking for Member’s cars to feature in our newsletter 
section: ‘Feature Car of the Month’ series.............. We know you have a story to tell, so share it with us, on how your 
Thunderbird made it into your garage! 
 

CLUB WEB-SITE: . Web-Site URL:   https://thunderbirdownersofnewyork.godaddysites.com/  

…If you have some content that you would like to share on the web site, or any feed-back about the site. please send  it to Sal Perrotta: 
salperrotta1951@gmail.com  
 
 

 T.O.N.Y.  and  the  L.I.T.C. are planning our 17th annual Thunderbird and All-Ford Car Show at Kings Park, NY again 

on, October 1st 2023.  Mark your calendar!  Fill out the flyer in this newsletter & mail to Dennis Benfante 

 

Long Island Gas Prices: (copy & paste into your computer browser)  http://www.longislandgasprices.com/  

___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

MAY CAR SHOWS 

ALSO, check out Howard Kroplick car show web-site:  https://www.vanderbiltcupraces.com/events/2023/05 
 

 

   

(COMPLETE 2023 Carberry Classic Car Show Calendar was sent to all Thunderbird Club members in April, 2023) 

                                           MAY - DATES OF INTEREST: 
 
Monday, May 1

st
      regular meeting at the Bethpage Library -  7 p.m. 

Sunday, May 7       -  Mother’s Day -    
Saturday, May 20  -  Armed Forced Day – 3

rd
 Saturday in May -   

Sunday, May 21 -      Thunderbird Appreciation Day – Kings Park, NY 
Sat/Sun - May 27, 28  -  Bethpage Air Show -  http://airshow.jonesbeach.com/       
Sun., May 28   – Indianapolis 500   -  www.indianapolismotorspeedway.com 
Monday, May 29    - Memorial Day   
 

https://thunderbirdownersofnewyork.godaddysites.com/
mailto:salperrotta1951@gmail.com
http://www.longislandgasprices.com/
https://www.vanderbiltcupraces.com/events/2023/05
http://airshow.jonesbeach.com/
http://www.indianapolismotorspeedway.com/
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CTCI  SANCTIONED  EVENTS: 

2023 Regional Concours Convention  -  FLORIDA 

October 24th  to 29th   --  The Villages 

 A Pre-Registration form is available on the CTCI Website home page – www.ctci.org  
…see more in Early Bird Magazine, p. 64 

Join C.T.C.I. www.ctci.org   click on ‘Membership’; or go here:  CTCI-2021-Membership-Application-V1-1.pdf  

https://www.ctci.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/03/CTCI-Membership-Application-rev-3-14-2023.pdf 

 

MAY BIRTHDAYS: 

Michael Tinnirello – 4th                                    

Larry Werkstell – 15th  

Mindy Matusewicz -16th  

Margaret Zengel – 16th  

Dennis Terrell -26th  

Colleen Wolcott – 27th  

                        Arlene Swenson – 28th   

                        Pat Scomello – 31st  
 

 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

          
 

 

LEGENDARY  THUNDERBIRD  PARTS  &  CARS 

1955, 1956, 1957      BUY/SELL/TRADE 

5 Judith Drive, Greenlawn, NY  11740 

Long Island’s Largest T-Bird Parts Dealer 

ROBERT CERASO   631-757-9476 

email: legendbIrdbob@hotmail.com 

 

 

SMITHTOWN AUTO BODY OF L.I.,  LTD. 

157 West Main Street, Smithtown, NY  11787 

www.smithtownautobody.com   - servicing community for over 30 years 

Free Estimates, 24 Hr. Towing, 

collision repairs, refinish & restoration and more! 

Ed Martinez – 631-265-0110     smithtownab@optonline.net 

 
Happy T-Birding 

Arlene Swenson 
swenson@optonline.net 

631-277-9511 
APRIL, 21, 2023 

 

 

 

http://www.ctci.org/
http://www.ctci.org/
https://www.ctci.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/02/CTCI-2021-Membership-Application-V1-1.pdf
https://www.ctci.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/03/CTCI-Membership-Application-rev-3-14-2023.pdf
mailto:legendbIrdbob@hotmail.com
http://www.smithtownautobody.com/
mailto:smithtownab@optonline.net
mailto:swenson@optonline.net
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