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Introduced by M of A  FAHY, DINOWNTZ, MAGNARELLI, HEVESI, DI CKENS,
EPSTEIN, CRUZ, WLLIAMS, WALLACE, SIMON, GLICK -- read once and
referred to the Committee on Health

AN ACT to anend the public health law, in relation to the administration
of vaccines to children who are at |east fourteen years of age

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. The public health law is anmended by adding a new section
2167-a to read as foll ows:

8§ 2167-a. Adnministering a vaccine to a mnor; consent. 1. A health
care practitioner nay adninister a vaccine to a mnor who is at |east
fourteen vyears of age if the mnor has the capacity to consent and
provides infornmed consent to the adnministering of the vaccine.

2. Prior to adnministering any vaccine under this section, the health
care practitioner shall consult wth and counsel the mnor to ensure
that the mnor fully understands and appreciates the nature and conse-
quences of receiving the vaccine, has the capacity to consent and is
providing inforned consent, and that the vaccine indicated for the m nor
is not contraindicated by the mnor's nedical history.

3. For the purposes of this section:

a. "Health care practitioner" neans a health care practitioner
licensed, certified or otherwise authorized to practice under title
eight of the education law, acting wthin the practitioner's |awful
scope of practice.

b. "Vaccine" neans a biological product intended to confer inmuniza-
tion to an infection or disease which neets the standards approved by
the United States public health service for such biological products,
and is consistent with a recommendation of the advisory comrmittee on
i muni zation practices of the centers for disease control and prevention
with respect to the patient involved, or which is approved by the
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departnment under such conditions as may be specified by the public
health council.

C. "Capacity to consent"” neans an individual's ability, determn ned
wi thout regard to the individual's age, to understand and appreciate the
nature and consequences of the proposed vaccination, and to nmke an
i nforned deci sion concerning the admnistration of the vaccine.

8§ 2. This act shall take effect i mediately.




