HARDIN COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY

BEVLLETIN

Elizabetntown, Ky

NEW VENTURE

With Volume 1 Number 1 of
_our Bulletin we introduce a
new venture for our society.
Each year a number of reports,
talks,: notices and the like
come to us, and a vehicle of ~
dissemination is needed. A
number.of people are willing
to write articles and reports
who do not feel like address-
ing a crowd. This will zgive
them a means of expression.

A number of manuscrlpts are
available to be included.

We need your help Let us
know what you think of the
BULLETIN and how it may be
improved.

i: . This month we bring you a
.report on our annual meeting,
introduction to the new offi-
cers and the text of two
addresses which all too few
of us were present to hear:
(1) Mr. Blackburn's talk on
Hardin Countians in the Orphan
Brigzade, and (2) Mrs. E. 1
Rlchersoﬂ s talk on the life
of Samuel Haycraft, Jr

P.S. A big thanks to Mary
Jo Jones wiio did the typing
for this issue. Ve need
typists for future issues.
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Volume 1 Number 1

INTRODUCING OUR NEW OFFICERS

John P. Behen, Asst. Vice Presi-
dent, First-Hardin National Bank,
Elizabethtown, was ‘chosen to be
the president of:our society for
the next two years . '

Mr. Behen is a native of Clover-
port, Breckenridge :County,. and has
been with 1Tne First-ﬂardln since

L 3

Dolores, who will give the main
talk in February, a son John (13)
and a dauginter Emily (10) round
out the family.

Forrest Davis, Vine Grove, is
our new second vice president
Amorg us he is known as a histor-
ian and Civil War Buff; at work
he is Warehouse Foreman Comais-~
sary Storaze Section, Fort Knox.
He has served Vine.Grove as a-
councilman and: is active in Mason-
He has a wife Nora

Marzaret Eckerle.

********'
NEW MEMBERS
We are 7lad to welcome these
new mEmbers.. Mes & Mxgs R:C:s

Hawkins, Vine Grove; Mrs. Leonard.

Slusher, Mrs. H. P Richnards, and

J. R Laynan Elizabethtown.
Fededededededok

DUES

1f you have not joined for 1562,

PLEASE SEND YOUR CHECK, $1.00
: Fedkedddekok

MEETING

Thursday,; February L, 1962, 7:30 P M., Kentucky Utilities Building
Sedededededededokoded .

ANNUAL MEETING

Our annual meeting, held the evening of January &, 1302,

at the Joplin Hotel Dining Room, was a huge success.

John W.

Blackburn of Fordsville spoke on Hardin Countians in the Orphan

Mr. Blackburn represents Mutual of .

Brizade (text begzins Pagze 3).
Omaga Tn several counties is a lay minister, and a dyed-in-the-

wool Civil War Buff Mrs,

Blackburn, who accompanied hin, cer-

tainly added to the pleasg;g 2£.£¥$*6V6n1n5~



PRESIDENT 'S MESS/GE:

- -I-woukd like o make my first official statement one of thanks
Thanks to. you nembers. for your expression of confidence in choosing
e to zuide the work of the Hardin County Historical Society for the
next two-years. ' .. .. USSR e

.=:Also, a great biz:thanks to Burton Cowley for the bLiz job he has
done ‘during thé past three years. During his term the accomplishuents
of the Séeiety have been significant. Meetinzgs were resumed, first

on a‘'quarterly-basis; and since September, 1459, except for vacation
time, monthly meetings have been held . The Thomas Lincola - Sarah -
Bush Johnston weddin; was reenacted; and the Bersheba Lincoln ;
cemetery projram was anm occasion many of us will lonz remember. Hay-
craft’s History of Elizabethtown was reissued and the " ‘General Custer’

marker was placed on the Brown-Pusey House

"‘We areiall glad he has the new 'job ' "as County Attorney, but
sorry it occupies so much of his time he can no longer lead the secciety

‘During the course of the next two years I would like for us
to zive serious theuzht to these projects:: :

1 Establishment of The Bulletin as a rezular monthly publication

of the Society. A wealth of information comes into our hands that I
believe will be of intérest to'the entire membership It is true all

of this may not deal ¢xclusively with Hardin County as now constituted -
and some even'will extend beyond the limits of Hardin as TEENE
orizinally organized but all would be selected with an eye toward “im-
proving the picture we'have of pioneer and early life in our tregion

The approximaté cost of The Bulletin will be $12.50 per

month  Any ideas on financing will be appreciated.

2. Vho Was Who In Hardin County needs to be brouzht down to more
recent days ' Ihis cxcellent work was coupleted in the early forties
and should be extended “ ;

3. Our Marker Prd3ram must be pushed forward with renewed vigor.
The . job which a number of other states is doinjz‘should make us feel
asiamed. Gov. Combs stated the other day, in discusgsinj the move-
ment of Daniel Boone's jrave, We can do a lot for Daniél, and

Daniel can do a 16t for us.’ I believe we can do better by our
sites, and our historic-sites:can do wmuch for us. <

4. This December marks- the Centennial.daté of the mdjor Civil War =

activity in the county. It is none ‘€00 €arly to begin planning for
this anniversary L2 B :

e seem to jet better erowds out to our meétings when we eat
I would like to see us increase our dinner meetings to more than
the one per year. - Q.7 , 18 :
= 9 dedokkdekwk . .l
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HHARDIN COUNTIANS OF TIIE ORPHAN BRIGADE
John ¥  Blackburn

"This is in no way intended to be a discourse om the Civil
War itself. It does not intend to relate the history of the
First Kentucky Brigade, so often called the Orphan Brizade, of
the Southiern Army. I do not suyjzest that it will throw.new lizht
on the 3reat struzzle at Shiloh--or at Chickamauza--or at Stones
River or any other of the battles in which the Orphan Brigzade
took part. : o

My purpose is simply te pass on to those who may find an
interest some information about many of the Hardin County boys who
went to the South when our nation was divided by a war a hundred
years ajzo. : : ' i : :

.I have refrained from iHCIGQing@battle and campéi3n;details ;
as well as information about the many coumanders because 1 believe
this to be another story. = : e

- To avoid constant interruptions for credit for information,
may I extend this at this point: Most of what is said about-the
boys as individuals is recorded in Ed Porter Thompson's llistory.
of the First Kentucky Brizade published in 1&66 by the Caxtom |,
Publishing House of Cincinnati. Other factsabout the boys were ..
dathered frem the journal of Joun V. Green, S3gt. Major of the Sth
Regiment of the Orphan Brizade. This journal was edited by A. D.
Kirwan, Dean of the Graduate School of the University of Kentucky,
and published in 1956 by the University of Kentucky Press under
the title Johany Green . of the Orphan Brizade. I am also indebted
to Mr. Earl S. Reid, Principal of the Fordsville, Ky., Hizh Schoel.
Mr. Reid has been very zenerous for several years in sharing with
me his vast knowledze of the Civil War and he aided me much in
the preparation of this paper. I regret that the many other boeks
I have read and the many people I have consulted in my search for
information about the Orphans cannot be mentioned in a paper of
this type. : : ‘

I am not ‘certain that I have the names of all the boys from
liardin County who were in the Orphan Brizade and will welcome
any information about any of.the boys. , 25 AT

We speak of these soldiers as boys and they were certainly
that! Most people of our time think of the Civil War soldiers as
being old men because that is the way we saw them. We watched
them in their ever thinning ranks as they marched proudly to the.
cemeteries for the services on Memorial Day. We watched them
become ever more stooped and we saw their footsteps become ever
more falterinz as the great conflict receded into history.

All of them are gone now but I like to tLink tuat somewhere
out tiere, as tliey are tenting on thie old camp zround, they are
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watching us. I like to believe tuat they know we remember them and
tiiat they are grateful. I like to believe that they find much joy
because in suc. as we--we who lLiave what some eall the ‘Civil War

buz '--tlieir experiences will live on and on I like to let my
faﬂCLes 30 free and watcli again as these boys storm the ‘Hornet's
Nest “ and the Crater.’ Watch t.em as they once again rush out,
witli the Rebel Yell" rlngxnr out above tlie roar of tae cannon,: across
tuat mwillion miles' of’opén space witii Pickett at’ Gettysburg.,~ﬁnd

even tob as tley rush for the shelter of the’ Cllffs at Plttsburr
Landlnr _ s

Yes, these were boys They were boys wiio became men before
tiieir time because the battlefield is ng place to remain a boy.
Many of them becane mer even as they togk the last breath, of. llfe

‘I can plcture them rigut Lere in ‘their nome county before tney
made the bi3 decision. I can hear their discussions with their
friends and families and with each other ag.they had to decide whether
the path must 1eadﬂtc’old“hb§ Lincoln or that other son of Kentucky,
Jeff Davis. T can inear theéir farewells to loved ones and friends
as they started out on the 3reat venture. So many of them were
never to set foot in their natlve county azain. S

Let us follow alon1 with taose wlio. went w1th the Orpuan Brlvade
Let us- join them as tney retreat from Bowling. Green into. Tennessee,g
Let us Ffight witi them from one énd of Tennessee teo-the. otmer,-f- :ﬁ
tnrouoh the burnlnr hot.,sands of Mlss;551pp1 and_Louisiaga, over .
the rouzh foothill and mountains of horth Alabama and Gebrgia to .
the sea “and in the dyingz montihs of the war throush the swafps of .
the Carolinas. Let us 3o with L, P. JENKINS to Shiloh and Wwith
LUKE CHENAULT to Kennesaw Mountain: Lét" us visit with THOMAS BUFORD
as je lies dying in the Federal Army prison at Indlanapolls g

‘I am confident. that we shall find that the Hardin County boys
of the Orphan Brizade represent almost cvery experignce of the : :
soldlérs of the ClVLl var.

Most of the boys fr0n Hardin County who fought with the Orphan
Brizade were members of Companies '‘B' and 'Il' of the 5th Regiment -
but tHere were some in Co ' af the an Revlmeﬂt Thqre was also
one in Co. K" of"the an Rerlment ool

R. B, ”INTERSMIT“ was with the qutrs staff for a time as a
2nd Lt., then as a Capt., and then was trapsferred to the Staff of
General Buckner wuere he was promoted to Major ‘ “ i

R. §. FORD of Ellzabetntown was a 1st" Lt , but he rééigned :
before the unit saw’ action. s ; i

O

First Lt. CHARLES fi. 'THOMAS was. K_‘i;;l"lea ia"'ibaif‘t':le" at Harts~
ville, Tenn ‘ ¥SEEIR0N T80T o2

" Another Ellzabethtown boy, THOMAS BUFORD, was amonr those cap-_
tured at Donelson, and he died in prison "

sl



s FREELAND CULLEY was color corporal. He took: part in all the
battles of his unit and was wounded at Jonesboro Ga.:

A. L. LYLE was killed at DOﬂelson

JACK HAYS served Wlth Morvan while the 2nd Re?xnent was 1in
prison but was discharged because of disability by disease.

JACK M. ENGLISH and ED BROVN also were with this compaﬂy
and fouzhit in many of its battles.

The member of Co 'K' that was mentloned was J. B. JOHNSON
He escaped capture at Domelson and afterwards returned to his-
old comparry where he remained until the end of" tne war. ;

The Orphan Brigade was orjzanized on October 2u, 1031
at Bowling Green and there were minor skirmishes in the follow1nT 4
weeks. In early February of 1452 the 2nd Regiment was sent to
Fort Donelson. where it was captured almost in its entirety  The
remainder of theiBrizade retreated throuzh Nashv1lle to near
Corinth, Mississippi :

Illness took several men out of the war even before the
Orphan Brl’ade went into a major battle.

J M. ENGLISH ANDREW HARRIS and J. MILES" all dled of dls-' -
ease in the early weeks and R. H. SCIFERS was accidently shot = ©
and has to be :discharzed. We find that HENRY O. BROWN and
C. &. BUFORD were: both sent home because of dlsablllty by d18~
ease. A. CHENAULT lasted out the winter but he died just two
days before his regiment entered the zreat battle of Shiloh:

The fi¥st actiom that caii be called a ‘Battle' in which the
Orphans took part was at Pittsburz Landinz, on the Tennessee
River, near Corinth. We know it better as the Battle of Shiloh

It has been said that this great strugzle between Americans.
cinanzed tiue nistory of our country and of the world. ' Certaianly
it cnanged the fortunes of many Hardin County famllles

Kllled at Shiloh was WILLIAM GLASGOW as was also JOHN CRAW~
FORD: A remark by a comrade concernin3 Crawford was this: A
boy in years, but a man in action . Tne Company- Commander of -
Co. <Mk Capt,‘WILLIAM LEE HARNED; was mortally wounded here
and died 2 week later:at Burnsville, Miss L. P. JENKINS also
received a mortal wound here and dled in Holmes County, Miss.,
shortly after the battle

Not only must we leave these boys in the South forever but -~
we find that there were others wounded. M. S. BENNETT was one -
of thiese and he had to be discharged from service. Capt FRANK
D. MOFFITT (he was a lst Lt. durinz tiiis battle but was promoted
to Capt.. three weeks 1ater) was shot in the neck and shoulder
but lived to fizht azain  Moffitt wes an Elizabethtown boy :
WILLIAM McCULLOM recovered from a wound he received in thls battle :
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but: he did not survive illness that struck him thirteen tonths later.
GEORGE PATE was wounded so severely that he was never azain fit for
strenuous duty He served the remainder of the war as a pioneer.

Tue 'Pioneer’ of the Civil War was ‘one who cleared roads, built
bridzes, etc. 1In our modern armies we call them 'Enzineers.

: Ve fiad that A. W. STITH was captured at Shiloh and died while
in prison s

One of the officers, 2nd Lt. WILLIAM H. MILLER, resizned im-
mediately after the battle of Shiloh.

Syt ’ i 3 3 1

Our Hardin County boys were amonz those in the attacking - .
force through the famous Peach Orchard’' at Shiloh It is said thd
the bullets clipped off the April peach blossoms so rapidly that
it seemed that a.snowstorm was razinz. How strange it-is that
such impressions as this are made upon the minds of wen even during
the noise, the confusion and ‘the danger of battle! We mizht wonder
too how many of our Hardin County boys crawled, possibly wounded
and dyinz, to 3et a drink from the 'Bloody Pond.  Perhaps even
their blood helped stain to a redness this water that was so precious
to so many

I stood for a.lonz time in silence lookinz down at the 'Comn-
federate Burial Trench at Shiloh I tried to imazine who is buried
there in those stacks of Johnny Rebs. What their dreams and
ambitions had been and what.might have been their fate if the
course of history had been different. Perhaps of Don Carlos Buell
had been just a few hours later in appearing across the rive¥' :
If I stand at that spot again I shall wonder if any of our Hardin
County boys lie buried there.

Imnediately after the battle at Shilon the Orphan Brigade re-
tired to Corinth, Miss , to reform their ranks and to 'zet much
needed supplies and equipment It was during the stay here that
Colonel BEN HARDIN HELM was notified that e had been promoted to
Brij. General. We shallihear more of Helm later. It was during
the time at Corinth also ‘that JEBEDIAH BRANCH died of disease.

In the latter part of June of 1t52 the boys began a move to
Vicksbury to try to help General Van Dorn ‘in the defense of that >
important city. Winile they were at Vicksburg the Orphans were not
enzaged in any 3reat or important fizhts but did picket duty and . ©
patrol work. Let us remember too that they werc not at Vicksburg
when the city was surrendered to Grant, as that happened almost ;
a year later. kel

During the time that the Orphan Brigzade was at Vicksburg,
many soldiers, both North and South, were stricken by malaria
and the disease took a 3reat toll  JAMES BOHANNON died at Vicks-
burz and two others, JOHN S. GRAHAM and E. BRISTOL, died very soon
after the Brigade :left there. D. T. BISHOP was discharzed, before
the boys left Vicksbur3, because of disability by disease and soon
after the departure it was necessary to send two others home for
the same reason. These were J. 0. READ and JOE HARBOLT =~ Joe had':
been in poor health for a2 long time and had been servingz as a teamster.
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JOHN HOSKINS died about this time.

The siege of Vicksburj by the Union Army was for the time
being a failure and the Orphan Brizade was needed elsewhere.
The Union forces were in possession of Baton Rougze, the Capital
City of Louisiana, as well as of New Orléans. General Van Dorn
recognized the jreat importance of rejaining these cities and.
he issued orders to General Breckinridze to move toward that
-end. The Orphans left Vicksburz on July 27, 1652 enroute to
Baton Rouze. ‘ , : 2

; We have to -leave only one of our Hardin County boys buried
at-Baton Rouge.. This was JOHN CLARK who had been in all engage-
ments up to this time. Others suffered wounds thouzh 2nd Lt.
0. J. HALL and WILLIAM HIBBS were wounded slightly but M. D.
SCIFERS was very severely hurt. JOHN VIERS lost a le3 in the
action at Baton.Rouze. : 6T ¥

It was also at Baton Rouze that General BEN HARDIN HELM
was injured when his horse fell in the darkness.

After the operations around Baton Rouge our boys moved to
Jackson, Miss By this time the men were almost without clothing.
A Zreat many had no shoes: and their clothes were in tatters The
boys remarked to civilians who stared in anazement that they liked
this kind of uniform: It was ‘lizht and ®ool, they said.

There was a tragic lack of material comforts for the men
but morale was at its hizhest! They were 30inz home to Kentucky.
They were to join General Bragz im their home ‘state. How sad it
is to have to remember that they were bitterly disappointed at
Cumberland Gap because of the news that Brazz was in retreat.

In late Auzust those who had been captured with the 2nd
Reziment at Donelson were exchanged and the Orphan heroes of
Donelson, alonz with the heroes of Shiloh, were to become to-
gether the heroes of Chickamauga and Stones River and Jomesboro.

After the plans for zoing into Kentucky had to be changed
the Orphans came toward Hartsville, Tenn., where the Union forces
held the city. -

It was about this time that we nust take leave of Lt. JAMES
CLAY HAYS who resijned because poor health prevented him from
fully performing his duties. We also find that in these last
weeks we have lost JOHN DILLARD and J. W. APPLEGATE who have been
discharged because of illness and that J. M. SCIFERS, SENIOR died
of wounds he had received at Baton Rouze It is of interest '
to note that Scifers, who after beinj wounded had been left at
Clinton, La., wasipart of a father-son team in the Orphan Brigade
J. M. JR. fougnt in all the battles even to the end of the war. '
There were six boys named Scifers among the Hardin County metibers
of the Orphan Brizade.

In every wéf there are those who must learn anew that fizht-
ing wars is the business of the young men. WILLIAM CARLISLE had
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been servinz as a teauster but he had to be discharjed because he
was over aje. g ads iV Ya g st
At this point also we must take leave of ALBERT HERRON who .
transferred to Morzan's Cavalry , Bigodie v3ih

The boys'of Hardin County who fousht with the Orphan Brizade
at Hartsville weré.in the.2nd Reziment and we have already discussed
what happenéd to theh. It is worthy to wention thouzh that in .o
reaching Hartsville they marched about fifty miles throuzh snow and
ice, crossing the Cunberland River several times, and many of the
soldiers had no shoes of any kind. . . In spite of this they: condutted
themselves in the usual excellent way. - CRFOE

On December o, 1652, the Orphans ajain:took quarters at-Murs .-
freesboro and spent almost the entire wmontii in routine camp ‘affairs.
On December 13 President Jefferson Davis of the Confederate States
of America visited and reviewed the troops. in this area. It was
perhaps the only opportunity for many of the boys from far away
Hardin County to sce this 3reat fellow Kentuckian.

The Orphan Brizade Was very much .in the terrific fizht at .
Stones River but I have knowledze of ouly one Hardin County casualty--
that ‘of JOHN TABB who jave his life here in the causg tnat -was to
be lost My stork though is about the individuals, more than with
units as a whole, so may we 2o on with the boys to other experi-
ences and other battles. , i f14 5 o

_ Before we leave Stomes River it is well to relate the event
that many ihsist was the reason the Brigade is known as -the "“Orphan
Brigade ° Lt L. D. Young of .the First Kentucky Brizade says that
as the men were receiving a terrible shellin3 from Union forces
during the Battle of Stones River, General Breckinridge was wring-
in3 uis hands in anjuish and despair and crying out, 'My poor
Orphans. My poor Orphans ' B G i :

The Orphans stayed in Temnessee until Spring and then were
moved back to Jackson, Miss Vhile here they made 2 forced march
in an effort to relieve the garrison at Vicksburz.while it was being
so hard pressed by General Grant. They turned back though when
news came that the city had surrendered. Some patrol skirmishes
took place during the sumaer and our boys were subjected to a mid-
July'sieze by the Union troops but no casualties were suffered by
our boys from Hardin County : f

Before we 30 witli our boys into the. sreat struzzle at Chicka-
mauza, Ga., and the othier battles in the surroundinz arcas we must
azain take leave of some of them. We find that duringj.the period
between the trip to Jackson and the Battle of Cnickamauza that Lt
JAMES HARGAN has resizned his commission and left the Aray and
that JAMES CRUTCHER nas transferred to Forrest's Cavalry.

Hardin County has 3iven much to the cause of the Confederacy,
but it is still to ive much more. .

Pifs K oks ' -
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The Orphans found themselves on September' lo, 1653 in
bivouac near the Chickawauza River and were to have a part in
making this nawe immortal  The part the Orphan Brizade played
in this great battle would make a zreat story in itself but
here we are still concerned with the soldiers as individuals

, Bri. General BEN HARDIN HELM, whose name will live as long
as there are Hardin and Nelson Countians and as longz surely as
there are Kentuckians, fell in this fizht  Heln‘here was in
command of tie Second, Fourth, Sixth, and Ninth Kentucky Rezi-
-ments; as well as the Forty-First Alabama and Cobb‘'s' Battery.
General Beatty of the Federals was here supperted by the 15th
Ky of the Union Amy and we find Kentuckian fishting Kentuckian.
In fact it was a Kentucky bullet that took tihe life of 32-year
Heln, a brother-in-law to Abraham Liacoln ' William Wallace
Herr who after the war married Mary Todd Lincoln's half sister,
helped carry Helm off the field. ' General Helm first was buried
1n Atlanta but 21 years later was removed to Elizabethtown So
rmuch can be told of this brilliant younz man and one cannot help
wondering what a lon3 life for him mizht have meant to Kentucky
and the nation. : } Bred

First S3t. S. H. BUSH of Elizabethtown was dangerously
wounded at Chickamauza but remained with the re3iment until the
end of the war. Ve remember that Capt FRANK MOFFITT was wounded
at Sniloh, and azain at Stones River. At Chickamauza he was
badly wounded and took no further part in the activities of the
Orphian Brizade. ; g ‘

HORACE B. CULLEY was wounded at . Chickamauza .also. Horace
nad been with the loth Miss and was in the First Battle of Bull
Run. He was to be wounded still later and then transfer to
Wheeler's Corps.

HEXCULES HAYS was wounded here too but recovered to fight
azain. Also amon; those who received wounds here were J. H.
READ and J. B. READ. 5 Af in@ad

Many names came to be associated with the Orphan Brizade
Names like Resaca, Rocky Face, Intrencoment, Utoy and Dalton .
but let us go with them into their last important battle--that
of Jonmesboro, near Atlanta, Georzia.

Yet before we 3o with them there we must still part with
some of theém. We find that along the way CLABE W. SCIFERS has
been discharzed and that Sgt A. J. MOREMAN has died HEZEKIAH
H. STOVALL was wounded ‘at Kennesaw Mountain and did not see
further service. J. V.  SCIFERS was hurt but manazed to stay
with his company £Also wounded at Kennesaw were F. M. THOMAS
and LUKE CHENAULT

Au Elizabethtown boy, EDWIN J. FREEMAN, was killed in the
fight at Dallas. Edwin had been promoted to Capt but at his
own request remained a 2nd Lt VIRGIL HEWITT, also of Elizabeth-
town, was the adjutant of the 6th Reziment He was wounded at

- “
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Dallaa and agzain at Intrenchment and after that took no more
part in tne fortunes and misfortunes of tﬁe Orphan Brlgade

We have noted that 2nd Lt. 0 J. HALL was wounded at Baton
Rouge. At Intrenchment he was azain hurt but LOU’ht in- the last
enzagzements of his Company

‘PETER THOMAS was wounded and capturej at Intrenchment. Also
hurt was JOHN T. CECIL. Joha had been anon; tnose captured at
Donelson but was later exchangzed. -

We.fiﬁdsalong the way too that G. W. KELLEY was wounded'twice
and that A. M. STITH'was captured. - Stith remained in prison during
the remalnder of the war. : :

In the nght at Jonesboro Cpl. CY W. BRANHAM zave his life
for ‘the dyinz Confederacy and WILLIAM VAN METER died-later from
wounds he received here. LUKE KENNADY was wounded at- Jonestro
and.took no further part in the war.

We have nentloned most of ‘the Hardin County boys who fou?ht
with the famous Orphan Brizade but there were others.

Wien the Brizade fougzut in the Battle of Shiloh MaJor THOMAS
H. HAYS was along “but after that he spent most of his time 1n office
work 1n Rlcnnond and. w1tn various unlts -of the Confederate f rmy

One would llke.to relate much about Cclonel M. H. COFER-Who
was elected Lt. Col commanding the Oth Reziment. -Cofer was a
school teacher in his early years in Hardin County but studied law
in his spare time ~ He lived in Illinois three years wheré he was
adnitted to the bar but came back to Elizabethtown to practice
Col. Cofer was in many of the enzagements ¢f the Orphan Brizade
He was promoted to full Colonel and becaue provost marsnall jeneral
of the Army of the Tennessee where he was of Zreat service because
of his renarkable administrative abilities. i :

T4 G 1 GLASGOW Corp. L. BOGARD and DAVID P TATE fOU?ht
in ﬂany of the battles, as did E. W. READ and WILLIAM HUBBS.

After the Atlanta Campalvn the Orpnan Brizade became -mounted
infantry and for the next several months did plcket and’ pat:ol
work in Georzia and in the Carolinas

After it was ascertained that Gen Lee and Gen. Johnston had
surrendered their troops the other Confederate commanders had no
choice but to do tiie same. The necessary arranzements were made
and tihe arms of the Orphan ‘Brigade were laid aside at Washington,
Ga , on May &6 1u65. The Orphan Brizade ws a fizhtinz unit was
no more but it would live on in the annals of those who study
the battlefields of the world and in the nearts of those who love
to learn of the deeds of brave men.

. The Civil War was of course foujzht by ‘Americans and the heroic
deeds ‘'were numerous on both isides I cannot say that the Johnny
Rebs were braver than the Billy Yanks and I do not think that ‘the

-10-



Billy Yanks were more devoted to their fla* than were the John-
nies to theirs; yet the human heart is inclined to let a prefer-
ence slip in. A bit of a prejudice perhaps. I am guilty I

fear because I lean toward the Orphans.’' They were a zreat
fizhtinz unit. It is worthy of note that all of the 72 Medal

of Homor winners from Kentucky in the Southern Army were members
of the Orphan Brigade. The medal itself was never struck and
never issued but the Confederate Con:ress recomuended that the
comnanders in the field have a vote among the men to decide who,
if ‘any, were to receive this award. PerHaps you way wonder why

no Hardin County boy is included in this Honor Roll It is simply
because no vote was held in the companies. in which our boys fought.
They contended that they could not choose the few from the: many

to receive 2 distinctive award.

Yes, I lean toward the Orphans. They were not m111tary
3iants from some fairy land or distant shore. They were of
Kentucky They were BEN HARDIN HELM cf Elizabethtown and Bards-
town. They were PETER DANIEL of Hardinsburz and LUKE COLLINS
of Hartford. They were WALKER NASH of Grayson County and they
-=were the SCIFERS, father and son, of Hardin County. =

Curz Reid, an Orphan frou Rockport in my home county,
wrote lonz after the war:

1 teach my ghlldrea to honor the men of the Orphan
Brijade above all others. I point them out as we
meet then as men on whom the country can deéepend in
tine of need. ‘

Yes, the Orphans were of that type that weht with Plckett at
Gettjsbur? and with Sherman to the sea. They were of that type
that died with Custer at the Little Biz Hora Later we find then
with Teddy Roosevelt at San Juan Hill and zoingz ‘over the top’ in
" the 'Argonne forests of France. WYe find them later storming the
beaches of the South Pacific and in the SL.OWS of Korea

Like Cur' Reid I think truly that tney were tHe klnd of men
on whom the country can depend in time of need. :

I am sure that most, if not all, cf the Hardii. County boys
who survived the war came back to their home county. -

How thrilling it must have been for all within earshot when
these old soldiers 3ot tozether to talk of the days of Baton Rouze
and Kennesaw Mountain and of Jonesboro. How heartbreaking too it
must have been when they talked of norlrades they had left on the
battlefields of the South.

And now ‘that the reunion of the Orphan Brizade is complete
over on the other side I wonder what BEN HARDIN HELM mizht be say-
inz to EDWIN J. FREEMAN. I wonder if perha s that little group over
there is the SCIFERS crowd talking with the READ boys and the HAYS
boys about thé old days in Elizabetitown and Hardin County. I won-
der if that is CY BRANHAM theré¢ 3zivinz WILLIAM CARLISLE a ribbing
(all in fun of course) because william was too old to kkeep up with
the youngsters in the business of fizhting battles.

PERHAPS VE WILL COME TO KNpOW.



SAMUEL HAYCRAFT, JR.

' Marzaret § Richerson

“ To '‘anyone who has read The History of Elizabethtown, Ky. and
its Surroundinzs or Who was Wno In Hardin County, Samuel Haycraft,
Jr. can be no stranger. He was the son of Samuel Haycraft and nis
wife Margaret Van Meter Haycraft, a daughtér of Jacob Van Meter, Sr.
The ‘elder Haycraft had built a fort near the site of Elizabcthtown
in the early days, about the time VanMeter, Helm and Hynes built

their forts. Haycraft's Fort was ldcated in the northeastern section
“of what is now Elizabethtcwn on Cave Spring Hill = Later Mr. Hay-
craft built a larze round double  log ‘cabin near where the L & N
tracks were laid, approximately where the residenc¢e of the late

Dr. F P. Strickler formerly stood Nearby, somewhere near the

place where the railroad bridie now crosses Valley Creek, Samuel
Haycraft, Sr built and operated a mill :

“Otr'Auzust “14, 1795, Samuel, Jr. was born in the loz cabin.
He attended local schocls under teachers he mentions in his History
and did odd jobs about town In October, 1¢0% he began to do writing
in the office of the Clerk of the County and Circuit Courts of
Hardin County. 1In March, 1611 he was appointed a deputy clerk
under Ben Helu. From that early day he served the public in official
capacities with integrity and marked efficiency, a citizen of the
hizhest moral order and splendid intellectual attainments, unself-
ishly devotin3 himself to public interests and the betterment of
town and county for nearly seventy years. ;

From 1ol5 watil 1057 he served as clerk cof beth the circuit
“and county courts, then retired to practice law but was elected to
the State Senate where he was a distinguished fizure and a great
supporter of the Unicn  His friendship with the Lincoln family

and his correspondence with Abraham Lincoln are discussed in several
chapters it a book entitled A Series of Monojraphs concerning the
Lincolns and Hardin County by Dr R. Gerald McMurtry

Samuel Haycraft, Jr. was married to Sarah Brown Helm, a daughter
of Judge John Helm of Breckinridze County and a zranddauzhter of
Capt. Thomas Helm, one of the orizinal settlers in the Valley who
arrived about 1700 Of his marriage, which tock place on October
25, lolu, Haycraft said, ‘I rejard the transaction as the most
fortunate move of my life, temporally speakinz.' This couple
lived together for sixty years and were blessed with eight children:
“Edzar Helm who married Susan G VanMeter, a daughter of Joseph Har-
rison VanMeter, and who later removed to DeScto, Iowa; Sarah Maria
who married Stephen McMurtry; Louisa Ann who married William Dix
of Breckinridie County; Marzaret John who married Col. C. D. Poston,
once a representative in Conzress from Arizona; Elizabeth Jane who
was never married; and two dauzhters and a son who died young
The Haycrafts lived in a fine square colonial howe which stood on
..the northeast corner of Main and Poplar strects. This home had
"been erected by Major Benjamin Helwm and was the first brick house
built in Elizabethtown It was destroyed by fire in 1602,
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Mrs Haycraft seems to have been as interesting as her
husband. Mrs. Emma Middleton Wells, who wrote a paper for the
Hardin County Historical Society in 1933, zives this account
of ner: 'I remember well when a child that ‘Aunt $allie Hay-
craft, riding around the town in her carriaze, distributed lanp
lizhters which she had made out of newspapers, tied in little
bundles. She would send thew into the howmes by her coachman
Matches were not plentiful then. Every Sunday momminz she could
be seen dressed in her best black dress and her black dress bon-
net In cold weather she wore a larje zray shawl, folded with
a point reaching to her skirt in the back, walkinz from her home
tc the Baptist Church, behind her walked her old man servant,
who had probably been one of her slaves. On his arm he carried
a larze willow Lasket filled with sweet cakes. When Sunday School
was dismissed, 'Aunt Sallie' stood in the entry and as the child-
rez passed out of the Church she 3ave each of them one of the
cakes. ' e ‘

- - For more than forty years Haycraft was a member of, and
a faithful worker in, the Severn's Valley Baptist Church. He
died December 22, lo/u, Mrs. Haycraft navinz died on August 14,
just four months prior.  They are buried in the Elizabethtown
City Cemetery. In 1%37 a marker was erected to the memory of
Haycraft by the Hardin County Historical Society, the Woman's
Club, Gustavus Pope, Benjamin Helm Pope and Julius E. Haycraft.
According to the minutes of the Historical Society, it con-
tributed $25 for the erection of this marker and $20 came from
the other sources. This stands near a corner of the City
Cemetery and bears this inscription:

Samuel Haycraft, Jr. 17U5-1lo7¢. Interred in this
cemetery are the remains of Samuel Haycraft, Jr. who
was born in a double round lo; cabin in Elizabeth-~
town durinz the pioneer pericd His father, Samuel
Haycraft, Sr., a Revclutionary soldier and pioneer
miller, was the donor of the adjacent ceuetery acres
Samuel Haycraft; Jr. served as clerk of both the
Hardin County Court and the Hardin Circuit Court. He
‘'was a2 member of the Elizabethtown Bar, State Senator,
supporter of the Union, sponscr of the state monunent
to Daniel Boone, an acquaintance of Thomas Lincoln, a
correspondent of Abraham Lincoln and author of A HIS-
TORY OF ELIZABETHTOWN, KY AND ITS SURROUNDINGS.

By arranement with the owners and publishers of The Eliza-
bethtown News, Will F Bell, editor and J. W. Matthis, assistant .
editor, Haycraft was allotted a certain space in each issue of ..
the paper for nis History of Elizabetitown, Ky. and its Surround-
ings. The first installment appeared om August 17, LodY, in
the second issue of the new paper. Both the News and the History
were favorably réceived from the very bezinning. "In. the issue
for August 26, ludy, appeared the fcllowing unsigned letter
headed HISTORY OF ELIZABETHTOWN--,: Sugsestion:
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Messers Matthis and Bell:
Gentlenen:

I sece in your last issue the commenceuent of
the nistory of our town Together with a large
nuaber of our citizens I was gratified to learn that
Cap't Sauuel Haycraft has uadertaken to furnish it.
He, perhaps, is the only man now alive wno can ‘fur-
aish a reliable history of our jrowing town, and it
certainly ouzht to be preserved by printing it in
pauphlet or book form. I am sure there is not a
citizen who has the interest of the town at heart but
would like to have one or more copies of the history
But as this would not be enouzh to justify you publish-
inz the history in pamphlet or book form, it seems to
me that the Trustees ouzht to appropriate a sua, which,
tozether with the subscription, would enable you to
publish it in such form as to insure its preservation.

Youré,
(Sizned only) ‘***,

Later, on Noveaber &4, 105, the sane paper carried this para-
graph in an article written by an unnaned correspondent from
Howell's Springs, Ky , a place in Hardin County north of Nall's
Valley: ' :

Amonz the many contributions to your coluns none
impresses more forcibly than that of the History of Eliza-
bethtown, by your csteemed fellow citizen, Honcrable
Sammucl Haycraft. Im cur judguaent there is none other
within the limits of our county or state who is so
eminently qualified to write the history of Elizabethtown
as your venerable, but huuorcus fellow townsman. Having
been born and reared within its present corporate limits,
his knowledse of the city is co-extensive with its history
as a tenanted place Numercus are the inquiries made in
rezard to it--all seeu to be extremely anxious to read
it, and, it is well that they are, for it is itself worth
more than the subscription price of the News for one year.

It was not until 1921 that the History appeared in book form,
when it was published by the Woman's Club of Elizabethtown wita
financial aid beinz loaned by the late Dr. and Mrs. W. A Pusey.
No atteupt was made tc edit or correct the history; however, the
errors in spellin; should not be attributed to the author alone -
since others, such as copyists and typesetters, have probably
been partly responsible The last installuent by Haycraft ap-i..:

peared in the News for May 11, 1o/l and ends abruptly: '...As
I have now run my Limit for the paper, T wust defer any further
notice of Mr Hardin for the next number. Haycraft had been

writing about Ben Hardin of Bardstown. Viny the History was -
never continued is unkncwn
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Ia tne above-mentiocned paper for May 19, 1670, there is an
interesting article concernini a trip taken by a zroup of Eliza-
bethtown men down the Elizabethtown and Paducah Railroad. The
writer takes note of the fact that Capt. Samuel Haycraft was
among them. The trip was halted at Bij Clifty station, or
Brunk's precinct, where the party was to zet dinner The "eat-
ing place" did not appear very prouisinz from the outside and
the prospects for a 3jood meal seemed rather glim; and in answer
to a rewark on this subject by one of his fellow travelers,
Haycraft, with a twinkle in his eye, said, 'Yes, appearances
are az'in us. I wish I had brousht soue alonz in my pocket--
in a bottle.’ However, a couple of men shortiy produced, from
a nearby store, an abundance of Capt. Haycraft's kind of dinner,
which was followed by an elegant dinner of ham and turkey with
vegetables and pie and all the trimmings

It is indeed fortunate that The History of Elizabethtown
and its Surroundings was written by Samuel Haycraft, Jr for

it represents an invaluable link between past and present. It
is an exceedinzly interestinz document containing vivid word
pictures of pioneer life, the three early forts comprising

the first settlement in Severn's Valley, and minute descriptions
of the countryside. He discussed the 2rowth of zovernment and
relizion in the infant community and gave a very interesting
appraisal of the town:

For who can tell what Elizabethtown will be with her
delightful and healthful location, with her fine
water and her surroundings of intellizent and gentle-
manly farmers, the best fruit country in the werld
and her future manufactories that must sprinz up.

And when it becomes a large city it will be wel

to look back upon her starting point.

This Samuel Haycraft, Jr. has made possible for us to do by
writing The History of Elizabethtown, Ky. and its Surroundings.
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