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Portions of the following information have been submitted by Teri Wise Eggleston 

(tweggleton@att.net) about her great-grandfather, Solomon H. Godman, a business­

man, inventor, and entrepreneur. He born in 1846 in Lafayette, Tippecanoe County, Indiana, one 

of ten children born to Richard Gartrell Godman, who died when Solomon was 14. His mother, 

Mary (Hayes), was Richard's second wife. 

For much of his professional life, Solomon was a principal officer in a bridge contracting compa­

ny and traveled extensively throughout Indiana. Solomon and his wife, Eliza A (Fox) moved from 

Morgantown, Indiana, to Tunnel Hill in 1907. Eliza was born in November 1844 in Lafayette, Indi­

ana, to Jonathan (Fox) and Margaret (Hawk). They were married on February 16, 1868, in White 

County, Indiana. They had three children. Jay Godman was born to the family in 1871. A second 

son was James Vinton Godman (born December of 1873) died in Warsaw, Indiana, in an heroic act 

of trying to save his boss's life. In 1886, while residing in Crawfordsville, Indiana, they adopted a 

daughter, Hattie Katherine. On December 22, 1915, Reverend L. 0. Spencer united Hattie (30) to 

Walter Wise (33) in marriage at her mother's Elizabethtown residence. A first marriage for both. 

While living at Tunnel Hill, Solomon Godman had wrote a book entitled FORESTRY: SE­

LECTING, CUTTING AND SELLING TIMBER. He copyrighted this book in 1910 and had it pub­

lished in Elizabethtown. Solomon incorporated his business on January 14, 1911, with the name 

of S. H. Godman and Company. The company bought and sold timber, timber lands, manufac­

tured lumber, as well as other property, including real estate. The members of this company were 

S. H. Godman, Eugene Stuart, and R. Munford. On May 23, 1920, Eliza A. Godman purchased 26 
acres of land in Tunnel Hill from William A. Gardner. 

The Godman family sold the Tunnel 

· Hill property to Joseph Hicks on January 1, 

1913. They then moved to Main Cross 

Street (US 31 W-Dixie Hwy). 

~~~==~~~==~= 

Mr. Godman died in October 1915 at 

his residence on Main Cross Street in Eliza­

bethtown. The funeral was held at the res­

idence with reported burial in the city cem-

LOADING OVER 500 L()(',S ON CARS, TUNNEL HlU~ KY .. NOV, 10, 1908. etery. HELP LOCATE THE GRAVE OF 

SOLOMON GODMAN - (270) 401-8848. 



Hattie Godman 

Godman·· Wise Wedding. 

Miss Hattie Godmun, an estimable' 

I
' yGung.lady of Eliznbetbtowo, will be I 
married tomorrow to Wulter Wise, of 

J 

~1orgautowo, Indiana, ~The wedding 

, will to.ke place at half past ten o'clock 
[j at the hom~ of tho bride's.ruotber, Mra. 
j18· H. GotlrufuJ, the Rov. L. 0. Spencer 

fj ofiiciatlng. Mr. n.nd Mra. Wiao will 

I 

leave at noon tomorrow for I\lorga.ntown 

1 to reside on the Mr. Wiat"l'a (arm. 

~----------------------

Suggestions on Forestry, 

Selecting, Cutting and Selling Timber. 

Rules 
For Estimating and Measuring Timber. 

Standard Log and Lumber TableJJ, 

IW 

s. H. coo:-1AN. 
Price: Puper Cover 50 cts. 

lmit<ltion Ruili<an Leath~r $1.00. 

SUDDEN DEAfH OF 
S. H .. GODMAN. 

r Aged Citizen of EHzah0th~ 
town Expires Saturd·1Y 
From Heart Attack.· 

~olamon H. Godmllo, ;ugQd S<I?Bnty­

on<), ():tpired vory lludd6nly il~ bis lpmll 

in ti:lla city S11tttrctay ~~.nomoua ~~ wtly 

1 nHer thr~XJ o'clock, following 11 hr:art 

Gt-uok wblcb laHted ubout two hmrs. 

Mr. Oodmnn h!l.d beoo llnjoyiog UH~tJ.I 

he3ltb, aa(} walt· atrickon ill while 

evall:ing UOWJ:l ~QIY[l (rom his ro~idonce l 
01} Muin Cro&~ BLroot. He return&o t(l 

bi& hom6, ond lnid dowu on a c:'.lach, 

lvbt•rt) be diod inn «bort t•mo. , 

Tbe dece11.aod waa t\ n!ltivo M l,niil­

ann, llDQ Wl\8 formorJy ll Wflh lthr aad 

pro:rdneut Glti;t.I)Q of Laiu:ye: tto. Be 

r \'It\~ t!JI) prOprietor 0{ !I IJridgl) {I\CtMy1 

1
und WliB oag~goJ ox.tonglvoly t>s a 

I llrcedor or fino •eock, Comin¥, to fbr­

cllo (.'Ouoty in 1001, hll Iivoti ,:nroo 

yut~r.'i n~ Tunt:ell Hill, [!Dd spent tb~ 

rorn.inder of hi~ life io Eliz!'.both~ '·~n. 

Mr. Uodmaff w!\8 uo booettt, iulus­

trio ll man l'l'bo boro bia rBvc.r~o~ v1th 

~ al,lici~cu aod for~Jbet~n~oc.; 1h'\( 11 on 
bf fll I hB tEll{llrd of rn ao }' ft!l)n.th !18 i8 _ 

Qllr> i;•r;d by his wift;o, ooo ~011, ,Tt1y J 

Gotlrn&o, and 0110 dut1gllt\!r, M1s~ H,lt· 

tio r.•odmall, 

Fu~torC'l oorvke~ were hrdJ )'(}.~tert.llly 

ruorniog at bi~ luto re-5i:ioncc by Rrw, 

L, 0. 1-lpeuc~r. Md burial (Oilo•v ld lu I 
tbo dly cemstery. 

Solomon's H. Godman's business name 

changed over the years. In the 1881 

Indianapolis City Directory, it was God­

man & Winslow Wrought Iron Bridge Co. 

In 1883 and 1884, it was called the Indi­

anapolis Bridge Company. In 1887, it 

was called the Indiana Bridge Co. At 

that time, Solomon and his family were 

living in Muncie, Indiana. 

W'ROUGHT-IRON BRIDGE CO. 

·3~0 !ii"',\.N lliU.UL\1~, .\lfll.OlL\. 1 L"{UlA:>i.-l, . 

lJIIL!JI:Il'l or tb:nS, li'OOit _o.lttll.ltnl'.ITI!I~ UIIU;Hill, lllWHHT .\'11 tlTI lllllll!it:'.~·\H 
. . !;L\I:Eill. I lie•~ {ll)XTI-ln tJc>:<. !11 Ul :;/''-' ;\0\1' l'< l,.,t, . ·· 

.\~ ~ tnimlJ\J~f:.:! ib: J·o}-' :-i>lJhS t·f •TJI <1,-vrt·. ;s:-~· r1 fl.~t·l l r-i.-df"(~ >.-" -r~rJ l·Y 1!"> h l.:·li. .. thl"•·i~ 
cut\ 11:.-h-~.l.::.li'r'Jt ihf· !"L~•! d !1dJ H1::~, 
(;(J!Ui.L\: .!1 WJ-'i!>UIW, flt'ner;~l .hrud.<, :l'l W. 'ilu,l!lm;l(•Jl Sl., hu!taHJI•<lll<, hul. 



OCTOBER 24TH MEETING 
HARDIN COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

TONY YORK'S ON MAIN 
Dinner $10.00 at 6:30 

Program at 7:15 

Samantha and Vincent Thompson will tell us of 
their plans with a look at Bethlehem Academy 

RSVP-BROWN PUSEY HOUSE (270) 765-2515 

This quarter, we would like to challenge you to help Toni Eggleston locate the grave of her 

great-great-grandfather, Solomon H. Godman. According to his Elizabethtown News Obituary, it is 

located in the city cemetery. If you have information on the grave of Solomon H. Godman, contact­

Mike Bell (270)401-8848 or mike@glendalecc.org 

In the last issue, I challenged you to locate the grave of Michael Paul (died 1790). Michael 

Paul was the father of John Paul, first Hardin County Clerk and founder of my home town, Madison, 

Indiana. No new information was received. The challenge continues. 

Did YOU II Bethlehem Academy was founded in 1830. Records in the Hardin County 

N W Court Clerk's office show that John L. and Lucinda B Helm sold 580 acres of 

K 0 land for $2550.00 to the Sisters of Loretto for the purpose of establishing a 

Catholic boarding school for girls. 

1854 Ex Governor John L. Helm of Elizabethtown became the first president of the Louisville and 

Nashville railroad. He served for six years. 

1869 Catholic Church school system begins in Elizabethtown. 

1891 Joe Richardson of Star Mills, while plowing, dug up an old kettle full of gold pieces. Tiddle­

De-Winks, the Elizabethtown News reporter for Star Mills wrote that finding the go!d caused more 

excitement than the assassination of President Garfield in 1881. He also wrote, "Mr. Felix Stillwood 

claims the money was placed there by his grandfather in 1795 but failed to prove the fact. Joe says 

it is better to be born lucky than rich. I believe him." 

1966 First classes taught at Vocational School in Elizabethtown to 235 senior and junior high 

school boys. 

The above dates and information are from CHRONICLES OF HARDIN COUNTY KENTUCKY 1766-

1974 by Mrs. Thomas Durham (Guy) Winstead. Copies will be available at our meeting for $10.00. 

This is one of my favorite society offerings. 
3 



.Jl Note from tlie President ........... . 

Leaves are falling and another productive year is coming to an end. 2016 has been a successful year for 

the Historical Society. We have recruited several new members and increased our presence in the community. 

Interpretive signs can be seen around the square and on the streets telling colorful stories fi:om our past. 

New restaurants, businesses, and condos are popping up around the square and the downtown area is 

alive with renewed energy. These new establishments bring shoppers, diners and tourists who will read these 

signs and be educated, and entertained. 

As I was thinking about my note to you ...... I came across this reflection by Samuel Haycraft, Jr. a 

prominent Elizabethtown citizen in 1869. The quote is from his book, "History ofElizabethtown, KY', and I 

wanted to share tllis excerpt with you. 

"For who can tell what Elizabethtmrn will be with her delightful and healthy location, with her enter­

prising and energetic population, her railroad facilities, her fine water, and her surroundings of intelligent 

and gentlemanly farmers, the best fruit country in the world, and her future mamifactories that must spring up, 

and when it becomes a large city it will be \l'el! to look back upon her starting point. " 

Looking back and reflecting upon the past gives us a sense of orientation, where we've been and where 

we're going. History is important, it is the compass by which we chart the future. Haycraft foresaw a great 

futme for Elizabethtown. How do we measure up in 2016? 

Haycraft's quote can also be found in the "Clu·onicles of Hardin County, 1766-1974." Both books \Vill 

be for sale at the October 24, qumierly meeting. The Chronicles book is filled with facts about our history, and 

it's a real bargain at $1 0. 

We have a great meal and program planned, so I hope you will join us for the evening at Tony York's 

in Glendale. 

Hardin County Historical Society 

P. 0. Box 381 

Elizabethtown, Kentucky 42701 


