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The Church That Jesus Builds 

 

INTRODUCTION 

 
When Peter declared by revelation that Jesus was the Christ the Son of the Living God, Jesus 

responded that He would build His church and the Gates of Hell would not be able to prevail 

against it. In these days of heightened spiritual activity on Earth, both godly and ungodly, it is 

more important than ever that we work with Jesus to build His Church His way. 

 

In this School of the Word I will systematically teach and seek to answer the following questions 

plus many more: 

 

What kind of Church did Jesus say He would build and what is it supposed to look like? 

 

What is its primary purpose and what is it primarily supposed to be doing? 

 

How is it structured, led and governed? 

 

How do the true Ephesian 4:11 Ministries, namely Apostles, Prophets, Evangelists, Pastors 

and Teachers function within it?  

 

What is the role of Pastors, Elders, and Deacons in the Local church? 

 

Is a Local Church the center of everything and do all legitimate ministries have to be based in 

it and under its authority?  

 

What about Regional Churches or City Churches? 

 

The Church and the Kingdom - how are they connected? 

 

What about Mission Strategy - how can it be more effective? 

 

How should gift and ministry be detected, trained and released? 

 

What about the role of Women in the Church and in Leadership? 

 

Jesus promised that the Gates of Hell would not be able to stand against the Church that He 

builds. Let’s build His Church His way so our Cities will be transformed. Amen! 
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First - What is The Church?  
 

 

The Church is Not a Building Where people Attend. 

 

The evidence of the Early Church is that buildings played an insignificant role in 

it’s life and function for more than three centuries.  

 

God’s attitude to Buildings 
           

We learn from Scripture and experience that God’s attitude to buildings is neutral. 

 

Herod’s Temple 
 

Herod’s Temple was built for political reasons rather than to glorify God. 

Nevertheless, Jesus gave the Temple officials every opportunity to repent and turn 

it’s use around to truly become the dwelling place of God and make it the power 

house of the Kingdom. He finally disowned Herod’s Temple and called it “your 

house” and spoke judgment upon it with tears (Matt. 21:12-19; John 2:13-22; Matt. 

23:21; Matt. 23:37-39). 

 

If we find we need buildings, that’s fine, God is not against them. In their 

appearance, facilities, equipment and maintenance they should reflect the 

excellence of the Kingdom without being unnecessarily expensive, lavish or 

ostentatious.  

 

God’s permanent Dwelling Place 
 

Jesus made it clear that the true Father’s house was a “building” made up of a 

community of God’s people joined together with the following qualities: 

 

1) They have joyfully surrendered to His Rule over their whole lives. 

 

2) They have made covenant with Him and promised to obey Him in all things. 
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3) They have a common love for Him and live to worship and obey Him.  

 

4) They have a common love and commitment to one another because they have 

first loved Him.  

 

5) They are committed to a life of personal prayer and a life of corporate prayer for 

all nations (Matt. 6:6; Isa. 56:7). 

 

6) Although they know He will meet all their legitimate needs, this is not their 

focus. Their passion is to serve Him, see Him glorified and see His Kingdom come 

on Earth.  They come primarily to give and not to get (Matt 6:24-33). 

 

7) They are a warrior people, committed to go to war with Him and with His 

angels to forcefully advance His Kingdom and throw down the kingdom of 

darkness. They have learned how to have authority over all the power of the devil 

and his angels and are able to undo all his works.   

 

8) They have a passion to serve Him and are willing to work hard to establish His 

Kingdom over all the Earth.  

 

This is the “building” He loves to indwell. 

 

A Church is not a “holy” Temple or Shrine containing objects of worship.  

 

Such places should never be called a Church. 

 

God is seeking those who will worship Him in spirit and in truth (John 4:19-24). 

 

Worshiping any building, images or person takes us away from true worship and is 

forbidden by God. Even magnificent angels when they appear may not be 

worshiped. We must worship only God (Exd. 20:1-6; Rev. 19:10; Rev. 22:8-9). 
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Temples and even Cities are sometimes Types and Shadows 
 

The building of certain Temples, such as Ezekiel’s Temple, is used as allegorical 

types to illustrate spiritual truths. They were always spiritual and never physical.  

 

This also applies to some actual buildings, such as Zerubbabel’s Temple or to 

actual Cities and includes a prophetic perspective of these cities mentioned in 

Scripture such as Jerusalem and Babylon.  

 

These are usually powerful allegories of:  

 

a) The Church, the true Heavenly Jerusalem which becomes the Bride of Christ.  

 

b)  Babylon, which represents the capital City of Satan’s counterfeit kingdom and 

is often used to typify the World System which will suddenly be destroyed and of 

which we can have no part. 

 

It is sometimes difficult to know whether God is speaking literally or allegorically 

or speaking in both ways at the same time. It’s only by the revelation of God’s 

Spirit and the general teaching of other passages of Scripture that we can tell. 

 

God allowed the building of Solomon’s Temple to teach us a lesson, but it was 

never His real desire. 

 

Nathan the prophet was wrong to encourage David when he wanted to build a 

house for God. He did not consult God before he spoke and was later rebuked by 

God for doing so. (2 Sam. 7: 1-17; 1 Chron. 17:1-17.  See also: Is. 66:1-2; Acts 

7:30-51). 

 

God allowed the building of this Temple to graphically show what happens when a 

physical Temple or building with all it’s rich embellishments and ceremonies 

replaced the simple, true worship of David’s Tabernacle.  

 

The Temple was soon polluted by sin and idolatry and it was eventually destroyed  
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by the Babylonians as God’s instrument of judgment.  

 

God promised to restore the Tabernacle of David, not Solomon’s Temple, at the 

end of the age resulting in a great world harvest being reaped (Amos 9:11-15). 

 

Zerubbabel’s Temple 
 

A smaller and relatively unimpressive Temple was built in the days of Haggai and 

Zechariah under the supervision of Zerubbabel when they returned from captivity.  

It was finally completed in BC 516. 

It was a graphic Old Testament allegorical picture of how a New Testament 

“Church building Apostle” working with Prophetic Intercessors, Religious leaders 

and Political leaders was able to bring about Restoration of the Church.  However, 

at that time no one believed that the ruined City could be restored. 

 

71 years later, Nehemiah came as a powerful allegory of a “Market Place Apostle” 

and showed how such an Apostle can mobilize and then direct a whole group of 

leaders from all walks of life and every sector of society (not just Pastors or 

Church Leaders) to first protect and then rebuild the City to bring about true 

transformation. 

 

Ezra had come 13 years earlier with a passionate prayer life and amazing teaching 

gift. But he did not have the same effect on the leaders of the City. 

 

Zerubbabel’s Temple continued to be used until BC 168 when it was damaged and 

desecrated by a Jew hating Syrian King called Antioch Epiphanes. After being 

abandoned for several years it was cleansed and put back into use after the 

Maccabean revolt of BC165. 

 

This same damaged and deteriorating Temple, originally built by Zerubbabel, was 

restored, greatly expanded and lavishly embellished by Herod the Great to gain 

favor with the Jews. The work began in BC 20 and was finished about AD 60. This 

was the Temple that Jesus entered several times during His boyhood and ministry. 

It was finally destroyed by God through Titus, a Roman general, in AD 70. 
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The Meaning of the Word “Church” or “Ekklesia”   

 

A community of people.  “Called Out Ones” or “Called together” ones.  
 

Not a new name invented by Christians. It was used in the Bible and other Greek  

writings in a secular way to describe, an assembly of people; a coming together of 

a group of  people; a crowd gathered together for some purpose (Acts 19:32, 39, 

41). 

 

While the nation of Israel was wandering in the wilderness they were called “The 

Church (Grk. Ekklesia) in the Wilderness” (Acts 7: 37-38) 

 

John 2:19   Jesus said, “Destroy this Temple and in 3 Days I will rebuild it”. He 

spoke of the Temple of His Body, the Church, which through His death on the 

Cross and His Resurrection would be raised up in the power of His Risen Life. 

 

Eph. 2:19-22   This multi-racial Church is now God’s Nation. The Church is now 

the “Israel of God” (Gal. 6:15-16; 1 Pet. 2:9-10).  

 

It is God’s Family, made up of all nations.  It is the New Israel. 

 

It is God’s Household of which we have now all become members. (Eph 3:18-

20).  

 

It is One Body of many members joined to each other and each one joined 

individually to Jesus the Head. Each member has a different unique function and 

we all have need of one another (1 Cor. 12:4-27; Eph. 4:1-13; Rom. 12:1-13).  In 

each case this is written in the context of a large City and not a local congregation. 

 

It is a Holy Temple and is described as being made up of people of all nations 

built as living stones on the one foundation of Apostles and Prophets with Jesus as 

the Chief Corner Stone and ultimate foundation of everything. This can only apply 

to the whole body of Christ (Eph. 2:20-22). 
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1 Pet. 2:4-10   Peter describes Jesus as the great “Living Stone” and the saints as 

individual living stones like Him, built up into one spiritual house, one holy 

priesthood of all believers to offer up spiritual sacrifices.  Again, not a local 

congregation. 

 

The Use of the Word “Church” in Scripture  
 

The Word “Ekklesia”, usually translated “Church”, comes over 110 times in the 

New Testament. It comes in the singular 73 times and in the plural 37 times.  

It is used in the following ways: 

 

i) 16 times, it is used in the singular for the whole Universal Body of Christ. It 

includes all believers in Heaven and over the whole Earth in the one Church. 

 

ii) 4 times, it is used in the singular for a company of believers meeting in a house. 

(Rom. 16:5; 1 Cor. 16:19; Col. 4:15; Phil. 1:2). 

 

iii) 33 times, it is used in the singular for the whole company of believers in a 

particular City.  The idea of many separate isolated Churches in the same city is 

foreign to Scripture and is never mentioned.  

 

iv) The whole Church coming together in one place was not unknown, but clearly 

was not the usual weekly practice and caused special problems (1 Cor. 14:23-33).  

 

v) The practice of a community of God’s people coming together on a regular 

basis, probably weekly, on the first day of the week (Sunday), was encouraged and 

practiced by the Early Church (Acts 20:7; 1 Cor. 16:2; Heb. 10:24,25).  

 

The pattern of those meetings is not clear but in Jerusalem and in Ephesus they 

initially met publicly in large numbers (e.g. in the Temple) and from house to 

house in smaller groups (Acts 2:42,46; Acts 20:20)  Later, when persecution broke 

out, particularly when the Roman authorities began to persecute the Church, the 

larger open meetings became impossible. 
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vi) “Ekklesia” was only used in the plural for the many “churches” or 

communities of believers that sprang up across a whole nation or a region. 

 

vii) It was used in the plural for the many communities of Christians spreading out 

over the Jewish and Gentile world and visited by Paul and other apostles. “All the 

churches” in Judea, Galatia, Galilee, Syria, Macedonia, Asia, are all mentioned in 

Scripture. (Rom. 16:4, 16; 1 Cor. 7:17; 14:33; 2 Cor. 8:18; 11; 28; Rev. 2:23 etc.) 

They clearly had close relationships and were in contact with each other. 

 

viii) It was used in the plural for the communities of Jewish and Gentile believers 

experiencing suffering and showing practical care and concern for one another.      

(1 Thes. 2:14; 2 Cor 8:1-22; 1 Cor 16:1-4).  

 

ix) It seems that all the Gentile and the Jewish churches in several nations and 

many Cities were clearly in contact and in good communication with each other 

and many of the same Apostles moved amongst them all (Col.4:7-18).  

 

The Church is neither an Institution nor an Organization.  
 

There is no suggestion anywhere in Scripture, or in the writings of the Early 

Church fathers, of the growing number of churches being controlled or directed by 

some central headquarters officials running an organization to which member 

churches were joined and to which they submitted in an impersonal way.  

 

Institutions and organizations like many of our present denominational structures 

were unknown for several centuries until the Church began to apostatize into rigid 

“Bishoprics” with presiding Bishops becoming ambitious for power and control. 

 

Some of these “Bishops” literally fought military battles with each other for 

supremacy. The ultimate European conqueror was the Bishop of Rome who then 

became the Pope of what finally became the Roman Catholic Church. It was 

established by force of arms about the 6th century AD. Others groups broke away 

to become one of the separate Orthodox Churches such as the Syrian and Greek 

Orthodox Churches.   
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No Independent Isolationism 
 

On the other hand it’s also clear that the churches were not independent and 

isolated but lived and moved in close relationships with each other under the care 

of apostolic fathers. They had real connections to each other and to one of the 

several regional centers and real relationships with the Apostles who were based 

there. We will look at this more carefully when we look at the Government of the 

Church. 

 

The Kingdom and the Church 
 

Defining the Kingdom 
 

In both the Old and the New Testaments the term “kingdom” meant “rulership” or 

“government”. It usually described the despotic rule of a king or an emperor. 

 

The Kingdom of God is not just a sphere of definable territory but a relationship of 

love between men and God where He rules with absolute authority and they obey 

Him without question because they love Him, fear Him and trust Him.  

 

This was the relationship which God enjoyed with Adam and Eve in the days of 

their innocence. While they remained in that submitted relationship all of creation 

ran perfectly and sin, death, pain, suffering, sickness and disease were completely 

unknown. Once they stepped into independence and thereby stepped out of the 

Kingdom, their relationship with God was immediately broken and they became 

Satan’s prisoners instead. The Kingdom of God vanished from the Earth and Satan 

took over as the usurping Prince of this World. 

 

However we are repeatedly told that the sphere of God’s Kingdom still is the 

whole Earth (Exd. 19:5) and that all souls are His (Ezek. 18:4); (Ps. 24:1 etc.).  

 

With the coming of Jesus, the Kingdom of God was restored to Earth as God now 

had a Man over whom Satan had no claim. He joyfully lived to obey His Father in 

all things within the protection of His Kingdom. He then began to restore the rule  
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of God over all that He had made. For those with the eyes to see, the Kingdom of 

God was now manifested by Him amongst them (Luke 17:20-21).  

 

Since the Cross, the sphere of rule of that Kingdom now extends to all men, to the 

whole Earth, and to all of God’s creation including the Heavens. Since His 

Resurrection, Jesus has been appointed as King and Ruler over all these different 

realms for all of time and eternity (Matt 28:18-19; Eph. 1:17-23). 

 

Because of the sin of Adam and his descendants, the World became a battleground 

of the two kingdoms. The Kingdom of God cannot be fully manifested on Earth in 

all it’s glory until every trace of the devil’s kingdom has been removed by force. 

 

The Church is primarily called to be a growing manifestation of the Kingdom 

of God and to serve Jesus as delegates of His Kingdom Rule in Heaven and on 

Earth. 
 

To become part of the Church, we ourselves must first enter the Kingdom and be 

truly born again (John 3:3, 5). Only then can all our sins can be righteously 

forgiven. 

 

That’s why Jesus came preaching the Gospel of the Kingdom and called all men to 

repent (Matt. 4:17-20; Mark 1:14-17). 

 

The Church’s first responsibility on Earth is to model the Kingdom like Jesus 

did, so everyone can see it and be drawn into it (1 John 1:1-5; Mark 1:14-17).  
 

 

A) The Church must therefore clearly manifest the Life of the Kingdom. 
 

The First Letter of John was written that we might know that we, who believe, 

already have that same Eternal Life which was manifested in Jesus. 
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1.  1 John 1:1 - 3 - Eternal life described. 

 

We saw it.  We heard it.  We handled it.  We looked intently upon it.  That Eternal 

Life that was with the Father. 

 

We were drawn to it. Fell in love with it. Admired it. Drew very near to it.  Were 

convicted by it. Longed for it. Finally we received it and now we can actually 

proclaim (show it) unto you. 

 

2.  I John 1:4 - Now we urge you to have Fellowship (koinonia) with us so that     

our Joy and your Joy may be full. 

 

3.  I John 1:5 - 2:2 - This is the Message - God is Light and in Him is No 

Darkness At All. 

 

a. The only way we can have fellowship with Him is to walk in the light by 

confessing every sin and allowing the mighty Blood to continually do its work. 

 

b. There is a power in Him by which we no longer have to sin, but if we sin we 

have an Advocate, Jesus Christ the righteous. 

 

c. He is the propitiation (not expiation) for our sins and the sins of the whole 

world. 

 

4.  I John 2:6 - He that says he who abides in Him ought to also walk even as 

He walked. 

 

We are to imitate (mimic) Him in all things. 

 

5.  How to have and grow in this Eternal Life (I John 5: 10-13). 

 

a). He who has the Son has The Eternal Life.  He who does not have the Son does 

not have Eternal Life. 
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b)  There is only One Eternal Life.  You either have it or you don’t.  It only comes 

by being truly Born Again. 

 

c) To get this life you have to hate your soul life and exchange it by death to self 

for His risen life (John 12:23-25).  

 

d)  I John 2:12-14 - The growth in this Life is through His seed being planted in 

our spiritual wombs. We grow from a Babe (nepios), to a Child (paidion), to a 

Teenager (teknon), to a Mature Son (huios), to a Young Warrior, (neaniskos - from 

nikao, nike an overcomer) who is strong and overcomes the evil one. 

 

6.  The Marks of those Born of God.  

 

  1) Walks in the light as God is in the Light (1 John 1:7). 

 

  2) Confesses and deal with all sin (1 John 1:8-10). 

 

 3) Knows Him who was from the Beginning (1 John 2:3). 

 

 4) Keeps His Commandments (1 John 2:3-4). 

 

 5) Walks as He walks (1 John 2:6). 

 

  6) Loves the Brethren (1 John 2:9-10). 

 

  7) Does not sin (1 John 3:9). 

 

  8) Knows and believes the love that God has for him (1 John 4:16-20). 

 

  9) Has no fear (1 John 4:18). 

 

  10) Overcomes the World (1John 5:4-5). 

 

  11) Overcomes the Evil One (1 John 5:18). 
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B)  The Church must manifest the Power of the Kingdom. 

  

 Once Jesus was anointed, He began to preach the Kingdom of God by healing the 

sick and casting out demons.  He then commissioned the disciples to do the same 

thing in His Name. (Matt. 11:11-12; Luke 9:1-4; Luke 10:1-8; John 20:21, 22) 

  

This was the Cutting Edge of the Kingdom and of every Evangelistic Breakthrough 

and the means of establishing of every New Church in New Testament days.  It is 

still the same today.  

   

 The Three Factors which produce a Flow of the Miraculous 

  

 1) A Climate produced by the constant believing Prayer of a Community of 

God’s People in which the Power of the Lord is present to Heal. 

 

 There is faith and expectancy. All unbelief and contrary spirits have been chased 

away. The signs and miracles are often done through the hands of the Apostles but 

others can be used (e.g. Stephen & Philip) It is the corporate faith of the whole 

community which causes them to happen. (Luke 5:16-17; Acts 4:24-30, 33 etc). 

  

 On the other hand if chronic unbelief rules the atmosphere, as it did in Nazareth, 

the hometown of Jesus, even He could do no great work there. 

  

 When Jesus did any major miracle, especially raising the dead, He always removed 

the negative, wailing, unbelieving people to clear the atmosphere. Peter did the 

same thing. We must do the same thing also.  

 

 It must also be a sin free atmosphere with no lying hypocrisy amongst God’s 

people. (Acts 5:1-16; Joshua 7:1-26; Matt. 21:12-14). 

   

 2) An Anointed Person who has fulfilled the conditions to be a channel of 

God’s power as follows: 

  

 1) Has developed an effective personal prayer life with God the Father; 
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2) Lives in intimate fellowship with the Father; 

 

 3) Has received real Faith from God; 

 

 4) Has received a definite impartation and/or anointing of power from God; 

 

 5) Lives a holy life under the discipline of the Holy Spirit, but not under Law; 

 

 6) Is able to hear His voice; 

 

 7) Has learned to obey like a little child whatever God says; 

 

 8) Is filled with the compassion of Jesus and a Faith which works through love; 

 

 9) Is willing to pay the price and cost of carrying that anointing; 

 

 10) Is not timid or afraid but actively stirs up and uses the gift imparted to them 

 (2 Tim. 1:6); 

 

 11) Is willing to take his share in the sufferings for the Gospel according to the 

power of God (2 Tim. 1:6-8); 

 

 12) Is humble and teachable and willing to learn from his mistakes; 

 

 13) Is eager to learn and be taught new things by the Spirit of God; 

 

 14) Imitates (Grk. mimites) those with more experience as they imitate Jesus; 

  

 3) People who have Faith and know how to receive from God  

 

 For Example: 

 

 a) The woman with the issue of blood. She had such conviction that she sucked her 

healing from Jesus with “vacuum cleaner” Faith. (Luke 8:43-48). 
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 b) The Roman Centurion. Jesus marveled at his Great Faith. He said “You don’t 

need to come, just speak the Word and my servant will be healed” (Luke 7:1-10). 

 

 c) The Canaanite Woman got her demonized daughter healed by her persistent 

Faith and would not take “No for an answer. Jesus made it tough for her but finally 

said of her “Woman great is you Faith, let it be as you desire” (Matt. 15:21-28). 

 

d) On the other hand, the father of the demonized boy with Epilepsy (lit. ‘moon 

struck’) was a hindrance because of his unbelief.  The disciple’s unbelief made that 

deliverance impossible until Jesus came. The Father said to Jesus “If you can do 

anything - please help me”.  Jesus literally replied “If I can? If you can believe!  

All things are possible to him who believes (Mark 9:22-24).  The man cried out 

“Oh Lord, I believe - help my unbelief”. 

  

 It is possible to see miracles with only one of these three factors in place but it 

is much harder and more uncertain. 
 

 When all three are working together you will definitely see a flow of Miracles.  

  

 The Mystery of Impartation and Anointing 
  

 a) An Anointing is something which comes upon a person in the atmosphere of 

God’s presence and remains upon them. There is no human agency e.g.  

 

 For Example: 

 

i) When Jesus stood in River Jordan and was baptized by John the Baptist, the 

Spirit of God descended upon Him and from that day He was anointed with the 

Holy Spirit and with power. 

  

 ii) On the Day of Pentecost when the Spirit fell upon all those in the Upper Room. 

  

 There were several subsequent anointings e.g. Acts 4:31 when the Church prayed.  

  

 Cornelius’ house when the Holy Spirit fell upon the Gentiles (Acts 10:44-45). 
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b) An Impartation is a transference of power and anointing from God 

through a Person laying their hands upon another Person in an act of 

Impartation because they have been instructed to do so by the Lord e.g.  

  

 For Example: 

 

 Peter and John to the Samaritans in Samaria after Philip had brought them 

powerfully to Christ (Acts 8:14-18). 

  

 Ananias to Saul a few days after his dramatic conversion (Acts 9:17-22). 

 

 Paul and also the presbytery to Timothy in Ephesus (1 Tim. 4:14; 2 Tim. 1:6). 

 

In both cases, the Anointing or the Impartation has to be activated by the one 

who receives it by stepping out in Faith to use the new ability supernaturally 

imparted by God.  
 

It has to be developed by Faith.  Timothy was guilty of not stirring up the 

impartation that he had received (1 Tim. 4:14; 2 Tim. 1:6). Paul exhorted him 

several times. 

 

As we step out, we will make mistakes and need to learn as we are tutored by the 

Holy Spirit and by human mentors.  

 

Like Timothy, we must learn from Paul and Peter and follow them as they 

followed Christ. (Grk. mimetes – l Cor. 11:1; 1 Thes.1:5-6; Eph. 5:1; Phil. 4:9). 

 

C) The Church must manifest the Government of the Kingdom. The First 

thing said about Jesus and the Kingdom is that the Government would be 

upon His shoulders (Isa. 9:6-7). 

 

We are told “government and peace would only increase”. 

We are then told that “the zeal of the Lord of hosts will perform this”. 
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Apostles are the Executives of Jesus’ Government 

 

“Aposteleo” means simply “to send” but it not used in the same way as “pempo”   

which also means “to send” 

 

“Apostolos” means simply “a sent one”, a messenger. 

 

The words “Aposteleo” and “Apostolos” developed a specific meaning during the 

time of the Greek Empire.  Alexander the Great sent out military expeditions. The 

leaders were called “Apostles”.  The military expeditions themselves were called 

apostolic bands. 

 

They were sent: 

 

1) To a definite location or sphere; 

 

2) With all His authority and military power behind them; 

 

3) With a definite purpose to subdue that region under the King’s rule; 

 

4) To advance the Kingdom on behalf of the King; 

 

By the time the Bible was written “Aposteleo” had taken on this particular 

meaning and is probably why Jesus chose to use that term. 

  

The Ministry of Apostles  

 

They have a Definite Sphere } 

     } 2 Corinthians 10:3-18 

They have a Definite Measure } 

 

Can only be appointed by the Lord - Eph. 4:7-16 (especially verse 11 - “He of 

Himself gave”) 

 



                              

© 2006 Outpouring Ministries    19  

The Church That Jesus Builds 

 

 

Apostles can first be divided into two Broad Groups: 
 

Apostolic Visionaries Acts 6:4 – They have a Prophetic dimension.  Like Moses 

and Jesus they are often Apostle and Prophet combined. They are soaked in Prayer 

&The Word. They see the Grand Plan and can teach it inspirationally. 

 

Note the difference between The Elijah / Elisha and the Moses type Prophet.   

Note the difference between Prophecy and the Word of Knowledge. 

 

Apostolic Managers - Through the Visionaries they see the Great Design but also 

know how to build it.  They are Building Supervisors, Organizers and Visionary 

Administrators. They can put a number of people together as a team to work in an 

effective way to build together and make the vision become a reality. 

 

There are Many different kinds of Apostles 
 

1) Pioneering / Church Planting Apostles with a Mobile Team 

 

They break something open out of nothing, lay a foundation and then, after a 

while, they are ready to move on.   E.g. Paul and his various team members. 

 

2) Warring General Apostles - Conquer Territory and lead Armies to Victory 
 

These don’t lead a particular “Church” of group of churches as we normally know 

them but lead an army of people who engage in evangelism, prayer warfare and 

other ways of taking ground for God. 

 

E.g. Biblical examples are Moses, Joshua, Gideon, David, Nehemiah, Paul. 

 

3) Short Term Building Apostles - Temporarily located, for a few months or 

years usually, to build carefully on a foundation already laid by a Pioneer Apostle. 

E.g. Apollos, Peter, Timothy, Paul also did this in some cases. 
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4) Permanent “Stay Home and Build” Apostles - These build Regional Centers 

which become Apostolic Centers on a long term basis.  Often a life work. 

E.g. James in Jerusalem, Paul and then John in Ephesus.  In Antioch and 

Thessalonica no one is mentioned by name after Paul laid a careful foundation.  

   

Apostles have Different Spheres - Acts 1:8 

 

1) Jerusalem - Apostle to own City.  No traveling Ministry e.g. James. 

 

2) Judean - Apostle to own nation or ethnicity.  Does not travel to other nations.  

Does not normally minister outside one’s own ethnic people. e.g., Peter to the 

Jews. 

 

3) Samarian - Apostle to adjacent nations. e.g., USA to Mexico and Central 

America. 

 

4) Uttermost Parts of the World They go anywhere, but only go as God directs 

(Acts 16:6-8). They are culturally and ethnically adaptable.  e.g., Paul and his 

team.  

 

5) Apostles who work within the Structure of “The Church”. 

 

They build God’s Ekklesia, His called out people, into mature communities and 

into an effective fighting force that can then forcefully advance the Kingdom. 

 

6) Apostles who work outside this Church Structure. They spend most of their 

time in the World invading and capturing segments of secular society and bringing 

it under the rule of the Kingdom of God.  They do not spend much time working 

within the Institutional Church but draw their life and support from it. 
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7) Different Apostles have different Measures – 1 Cor. 10:13-18   Some carry a 

Greater Anointing and Authority which needs to be recognized. 

 

A non rigid, unofficial pecking order needs to be recognized among groups of 

apostles and prophets. Adronicus and Junia were of note among the apostles (Rom. 

16:7); James, Peter & John seemed to be Pillars in Jerusalem (Gal. 2:9). 

 

Apostles work in Plurality Not Alone  
 

The term Apostle is a function. Apostle as a noun comes 79 times; In the Singular 

19 times; In the Plural 63 times; and as a Function 133 times. 

 

NOTE:  The title “Pastor” only appears once in Scripture {Eph.4:11}; The function 

of shepherding or pastoring occurs only 17 times, 12 of which refer to Jesus the 

great Shepherd of the Sheep.  The Apostle is much more prominent than the Pastor 

in Scripture.  

 

A Definite Head always Exists and Needs to be Recognized 

 

God never works through committees with a consensus of opinions followed by a 

democratic vote. He works through a leader. 

  

There is always plurality in Apostles, nevertheless there is always a definite Head 

who is appointed by Jesus and needs to be recognized.  

 

First, he will be a man of prayer and then a minister of the Word (Acts 6:4). He 

will be a Father figure with a servant heart and will not dominate or control in a 

fleshy way, but will lead by example and by servant hood.  He will always be 

consultative yet clear and decisive concerning God’s will. By his wisdom he will 

enable the team to clearly see the true will of God and confidently do it (e.g. Acts 

15:4-22.   James was clearly recognized in Jerusalem; Paul replaced Barnabas in 

Antioch etc. 
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Apostles are the Foundation and they Build and Support Everything Else 

  

If they are ignored and the building goes up without them, it will collapse later 

through lack of proper foundations. 

 

Apostolic Authority 
 

Apostolic authority is a spiritual anointing from God, given to apostolic men and 

women that He has called and anointed. At the same time such people carry a true 

humility or meekness like Moses, Paul or Jesus which is not inconsistent with this 

true authority. 

 

This authority is expressed in the way they speak and teach the Word, in the way 

they speak to demons and demonic activity and also in the way they are able to 

speak to churches where there is a recognized relationship. It is an authority 

primarily used for building up and not for tearing down. That authority can only be 

exercised within their appointed sphere (2 Cor. 10:8-14; 2 Cor. 13:4, 10 ;).  It is 

sometimes rightfully used to admonish, discipline and correct. That same authority 

can also be as gentle as a nursing mother (1 Thes. 2:7). 

 

Apostles are the “Sent ones” of the Lord Jesus and carry an authority like and 

ambassador of a great king. They have no authority to speak on their own behalf 

but carry great authority when they are literally sent to speak His word on His 

behalf. 

 

Apostolic authority will often speak and act representatively on behalf of a whole 

community of God’s people (Acts 4:33; Acts 5:12). 

   

Building the Church, (i.e. God’s people) as The True Building 
  

It is built from the foundation upwards. The Living Stones which the saints have 

become must be set in proper order. This “building” becomes a “temple” a 

dwelling place for God in the Spirit (John 2:17-22; 1 Cor. 3:9; Eph. 2:20-22; John 

14:1 to John 15:10). 
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1) Jesus, the Rock, is the ultimate unshakeable foundation   Matthew 16:18;  

1 Cor. 3:9-17.  It’s already laid. We must take great care how we build upon this. 

 

2) Upon the Rock of Jesus the next layer to be built by Jesus, are the Apostles 

and Prophets with Jesus himself as the Chief Cornerstone - Eph. 2:19-22 

  

3) The Next Layer built upon them by Jesus are the other Eph. 4:11 ministries 

  

4) The Next Layer built upon them by the Apostles under His direction are 

the City Elders, Local Pastors and Local Elders 

  

5) Then finally all of God’s People with their various Gifts and Ministries are 

set in order on these Firm Foundations 

  

The Mysteries of Christ and the Kingdom are revealed by the Spirit of God to 

His Holy Apostles and Prophets -  

  

Eph. 3:2-5 The Apostles, with the Moses Prophets get the building plan from God. 

 

1 Cor. 3: 5-11 The Apostles, as wise master builders, then build to that plan. 

  

A definite Governmental Order in the Kingdom. God has appointed in the 

Church, first Apostles, secondly Prophets, thirdly Teachers (1 Cor. 12:28). 

 

The Marks of a True Apostle: 

  

1) Called by God to be an Apostle of Jesus Christ and they know it. 
  

They do not waver in this calling even in the face of rejection and opposition. 

Rom. 1:1; 1 Cor. 1:1; 2 Cor. 1:1 Gal. 1:1; Eph. 1:1; 1 Tim. 1:1 
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2) They are clear about their Sphere and the main Thrust of their Ministry 

  

Paul knew he was called to be an apostle to the Gentiles. He knew he was called to 

be an apostle, a preacher and a teacher. 2 Tim. 1:1 etc. Esp. 1 Tim. 2:7; 2 Tim. 1:11 

 

3) Their ministry is endorsed and validated by other recognized Apostles with 

whom they have a relationship and among whom there is a mutual 

submission. 

 

Paul was endorsed by James and Peter etc. in Jerusalem Gal.2:1, 7-9.  Adronicus 

and Junia (female) were recognized as being of note among the apostles (Rom. 

16:7). 

  

4) Their Ministry is attested by these Five things: 
  

a) Their Life in Christ is an Example which other Leaders want to Imitate. 

  

Paul and various churches and men.  1 Thes. 1:5 -8; 1 Thes. 2:14; 1 Cor. 4:16-17 

  

b) They are Fruitful. They see Evangelistic success wherever they go.  
  

Jesus conditional promise to the first Apostles - John 15:16;  

Peter and Paul and the many churches they established (Acts 4 -11; 1Cor. 4: 14-16; 

1 Cor. 9:1-2. etc.).  

  

c) They have successfully planted and built Churches, either by birth or by 

adoption. 

 

Paul to the Churches of Corinth, Ephesus, Thessalonica, Collose, Rome, etc. 

  

d) As Fathers and Mothers they have Spiritual Sons or Daughters whom they 

have trained and released into successful ministries of their own. 
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Paul to Timothy, Titus, Epapharus, many in Thessalonica etc. 

  

e) Their ministry is accompanied by the Miraculous with God working attesting 

signs through their ministry. 

 

Peter - Acts 5:12-16; Paul - Acts 19:11-12; 2 Cor. 12:12. 

  

f) These True Apostles oversee and direct all the other Eph. 4:11 Ministries.  

 

  

Why Jesus Didn’t Appoint Women Apostles among the first Apostles.  
 

There was strong prejudice against women among the Jewish believers because of 

their unbiblical Talmud traditions. The Jewish Churches did not shed their Jewish 

traditions completely for several decades. 

 

After the Gospel went over the wall into the Gentile World and David’s 

Tabernacle was raised again, things changed.  (Acts 11:19-26; Acts 15:12-19). 
 

The new Gentile believers had a powerful new life through simple faith in Jesus and 

knew nothing of the Jewish traditions. After the Council of Jerusalem (Acts 15:1-29), 

they were set free from the Law. Many of the Jewish believers also became really 

free and shed all their Jewish traditions including the Apostle Paul (Gal. 4:12). 

 

Later Apostolic Couples emerged such as Aquilla and Priscilla (Acts 18:1-4, 18, 

24-28; Rom. 16:3-5 etc.). 
 

Several Scriptures suggest that Priscilla had the greater teaching gift in their public 

ministry but Aquilla lead the Church in their house. 

 

Women Apostles then began to appear in their own right; Junia is the first to be 

mentioned in Scripture (Rom. 16:7) 
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Phoebe is called a “helper” the word “prostatis” actually means “the foremost, 

standing before as a patroness or as a ruler with authority”.  In Thessalonica the chief  

 

or leading (“protos” the foremost or ruling) women were among the first to join Paul 

(Acts 17:4). 

 

Paul speaks of several women as fellow-soldiers, fellow-laborers, fellow workers etc. 

(Rom. 16:3; Phil 4:3 etc.). Others women are mentioned in the writings of the Early 

Church fathers as Eph. 4:11 ministries and Apostles. 

 

Women Apostles are not totally interchangeable with Men Apostles and do not 

function in exactly the same way. 
 

They can function as generals in prayer warfare, as pioneer church planters and as 

apostolic mothers with governmental authority bringing other Eph 4:11 ministries to 

maturity, but not as apostolic fathers in the same way. (See notes on women Elders).  

 

Ephesians 4:11 Ministries 
  

These Eph. 4:11 Ministries are “The 4 Craftsmen” of Zechariah 1:18 - 21. 

  

They have the power to terrorize the strong Demonic Horns (or Kingdoms or 

Powers) and cast them out of the nations.  
  

These demonic strong Horns are the powers that have come against God’s people, 

scattered them and made them weak and impotent. God’s people can no longer lift up 

their head. They came with military and political power against them and caused the 

building to cease (Ezr. 4:1, 4, 7, 23-24). 

  

Their Power and their terrifying ability over these Strong Horns lies in their 

ability to build Heavenly Jerusalem according to the Divine Plan 
  

They are in close relationship with and receive their direction from Angels who 

check everything to make sure it is according to the pattern. (Zech.2:1-5) 



                              

© 2006 Outpouring Ministries    27  

The Church That Jesus Builds 

 

 

True Ephesian 4:11 Ministries have the following qualities: 

  

1) Between them they have all the skills necessary to build the complete spiritual 

City of Heavenly Jerusalem in the Heavens over their physical City or 

Community. 

 

2) They are the New Testament Equivalent of David’s “Captains of 1,000's” 

  

3) They attract Leaders to themselves. They are able to detect leadership skills 

and they know how to develop them, train them and put them to work. 

  

4) A True Eph. 4:11 ministry brings the Body to function in the area of their 

particular Gift.  They equip the Saints for the work of the ministry - Eph. 4:12 

 

Eph. 4:11 Prophets do not just prophesy. They detect the prophetic gift in others, 

develop that gift and put it to work to produce a prophesying community. 

 

Eph. 4:11 Evangelists do not just hold evangelistic meetings. In the same way, they 

will detect the evangelistic gift in others, develop that gift, put it to work and produce 

an evangelizing church. 

  

It will be the same with the genuine Eph. 4:11 Teacher and Pastor. They detect these 

gifts in others, develop them, train them and put them to work.  

 

In this way a true Eph. 4:11 Pastor can care for a church of thousands without any 

stress because he knows how to detect, develop, train and put to work all the pastoral 

gifting in the Body without having to do it all himself. 

 

5) No Eph.4:11 ministry should be a “loner” on their own. They should be 

working together with other Eph. 4:11 Ministries and working under the 

authority and leadership of True Apostles. 
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6) Not all Genuine Spiritual Gifts operate at the Eph. 4:11 level.  
  

Not everybody who prophesies, evangelizes, teaches or pastors with a genuine gift is 

necessarily doing so at this level and therefore is not really an Eph. 4:11ministry, 

although many are erroneously so called.  

 

The thing that marks out a true Eph. 4:11 ministry is their ability to attract leaders 

and their ability to detect, develop, train and release the gift in others and then put it 

to work under their oversight.  

  

Like the Apostle, Eph. 4:11 Ministries can only be appointed directly by Jesus. He 

calls them and sets them in the Church as He wills. They cannot appoint themselves 

and they cannot just be appointed by men.  

  

Eph. 4:11 Ministries think: vision;  They do not think:  people  

     strategy;       needs 

     principles;       local detail 

     concepts;       daily affairs 

     doctrine. 

 

 

2) Elders and their Function in the Church 
 

In many church traditions the three different types of Biblical Leadership are 

confused and mixed up together to form one vague governmental body with various 

names such as “A Board of Deacons” “A Elders Board” or just “Elders” or  “A Board 

of Trustees” or something similar. 

 

Elders: Three words in the New Testament used to describe the same person. 

  

Presbuteros -  Someone Mature in Years and Experience. An Elder. 

Episkopos   -  Having an all round Overview. An Overseer, a Bishop. 

Poimain - to Tend or Feed, a Shepherd or Pastor. 
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All three words occur together in Acts 20:17, 28 & 1 Pet.5:1-4 

The word is always in the plural when describing function in the local church.  

E.g. Acts 20:17; Acts 15:6; Phil. 1:1. 

 

Elders: i) Have concern for the church locally; 

  ii) Think about the people and long to bring them to maturity; 

  iii) Exercise rule or government over the lives of the people; 

  iv) Can be full-time or part-time; 

v) Are under the headship of a "Lead Elder" or “Pastor” in a Local 

Church or an Eph.4 Pastor in a City church; 

  vi) The main gift of an Elder is government. He is to rule or 

   manage the people in the same way that a father rules or 

   manages the family (1 Tim. 3:4, 5).  

  vii) Not all Elders are pastoral in gifting though the majority is. 

   Apart from the character requirements, three things are 

   essential in an Elder. 

   1) The ability to govern or manage.  

   2) The ability to uphold sound doctrine and refute error. 

3) The ability to counsel and teach scripturally, not necessarily as 

a preacher in public.  (1Tim. 3; 2-5; Titus 1:9). 

 

Lead Elder 

  

This person is probably described in 1 Tim. 5:17. He must have the ability to rule 

well and have a commanding public ministry of the word. He is sometimes called 

"the Set Man", “Senior Pastor”, "Pastor" or "Shepherd".  He leads the local 

congregation corporately with the other Elders. His style should be consultative but 

with clear headship. He does not make major unilateral decisions alone but he carries 

the vision and burden of the church. He is the main initiator of the vision and brings 

the final judgments after discussion. He is the father of the local family. He is not the 

same as an Eph.4 Pastor but will often grow into one. 
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Pecking Order 

 

Although the Scriptures do not specifically describe different levels or types of 

Elders, experience quickly teaches us that in a functioning Eldership, some are more 

mature Elders than others. If the right scriptural attitudes of humility and "in honor 

preferring one another more than ourselves" exist, then it is not usually difficult to 

recognize the realistic pecking order that actually exists. Without over definition we 

do well to let it work with advantage. It is not wise to try to over define these 

distinctions but it is necessary to give more weight and recognition to those who 

obviously carry a greater wisdom, anointing and authority.  

 

Yoke-fellow Elders 

  

In most Elderships there are usually one or two men who not only pick up some of 

the workload but actually pick up the yoke of the burden of the church and carry that 

burden in a similar way to the Lead Man or Pastor. I have come to call these Elders 

"Yoke-Fellow Elders" and they need to be recognized by the Lead Man and by the 

other Elders as having that special role and relationship in the church. It is necessary 

for the other Elders to allow these men to meet separately with the Lead Man and 

pray and strategize without feeling resentful that they are not included. 

  

City Elder  

  

These men have a vision and governmental capacity beyond the local church. They 

see the local church of which they are part as a segment of the one church in the City 

and they have a heart for the whole city and share with the Apostles in the 

government of the City (Acts 15:4, 6, 22).  Paul called for the Elders of the City of 

Ephesus and charged them with certain responsibilities (Acts 20:17, 28-31). But they 

were not called to Eph. 4 ministry within or without the city. These City Elders will 

usually be the Lead Elder in one of the local communities or village churches which 

make up the one City church.  
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Elders Are Appointed by Apostles 

 

Scripturally, Elders are appointed by Apostles not by the voting of the congregation 

or the unilateral decision of the Pastor. Apostles should pray and seek the face of 

God, for it is really the Holy Spirit and not man who appoints. The role of an 

Apostolic ministry is to sense what the Holy Spirit is saying and then simply confirm 

what He is saying. 

 

Factors in Appointing Elders: 

  

1) Does the apostolic oversight sense they are appointed by the Holy Spirit? (Acts 

20:28). 

2)  Do they have a clear call? 

3)  Are the people already recognizing them? 

4)  Are people already going to them and following their lead? 

5)  Are they ahead of where the people are, and are they a real example to be 

followed? 

6)  Do they have the necessary character requirements? (1 Tim. 3:1-7; Tit. 1:5-9). 

7)  Can they teach and refute error?  (1Tim. 3:2; Tit.1:9).  

8)  Can they rule as a father or mother in the church and has this been proven in their 

family? 

(Unmarried men or women can become Elders, but their skills in “Fathering” or 

“Mothering” the flock must have been demonstrated). 

9)  Are they committed to and compatible with the leader? 

10) Do they understand headship and will they serve the head without usurping? 

11) Are they compatible with the rest of the Eldership already appointed? 

12) Are they in it for the long haul? 

13) Are they self-motivated and full of zeal? 

14) Are they men or women of prayer? 

15) Are they full of faith? 

16) Do they have proven impeccable financial integrity? Are their finances in order? 

Are they free from debt and are they released into joyful, faith filled, personal giving?   

Are they free from financial meanness. Do they have a faith filled attitude to church 

finances and would they stimulate the church into faith filled generous giving? 
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17) Do they recognize that they must live in open transparent relationships with the 

leader and the rest of the team. 

18) Are they able to receive correction? 

19) Are they giving attention to themselves and is there evidence of continual growth 

and progress that is visible to all. (1 Tim. 4:16). 

20) Are they pioneers or settlers? 

21) Have they the time and commitment to do the job? 

22) What is the condition of their marriage? Do all the conditions described above 

apply to the Elder's wife as well as to him. As a man and his wife are inseparably one 

flesh together, her condition may disqualify him.  

23) Are they an example in all these respects for others to follow 

 

When an Eph. 4:11 ministry is resident in a "Church" community and has an 

involved functional relationship with the people and especially the leadership, then he 

may take the title of Elder as well as functioning in his ministry gift. So some 

apostles can be City elders at the same time.  (e.g. 1 Pet.5:1; 2 John 1:1; 3 John 1:1). 

However Eph. 4:11 ministries that do not have this "hands on" relationship with any 

church would not carry this title and may not be functioning Elders anywhere. 

  

Can Women Be Elders? 

 

The female form "Presbuteras"of the same Greek  word "Presbuteros" is used several 

times in Scripture and is usually translated "Older Women" in our English Bible (e.g. 

1 Tim. 5:2; Titus 2:3). These women are called to have a motherly function in the 

church and, just like in the home, this carries it’s own governmental authority.  

  

On the other hand in the two major biblical passages on the requirements of Elders or 

Overseers in 1 Timothy 3:1-7 and Titus 1:5-9, the Scriptures are clearly talking about 

men in particular and calling them to a role of fatherhood in the church. 

  

Women usually cannot effectively fulfill the role of fathers, but the church badly 

needs mothers as well as fathers. The two roles are not the same and should not be 

confused. Church life is greatly enriched when some wise, mature, older women 

become part of the Eldership and function as Mothering Elders with governmental  
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authority. A church, just like a family, generally functions more naturally with a clear 

father/ head as the ultimate Leader or "Pastor".  

  

Sometimes, in a particular situation, just as in the natural family, a local church may 

loose it’s spiritual father for a number of tragic reasons and there is no obvious male 

successor. God may then anoint a leading spiritual mother, already resident, to carry 

the responsibility of Pastor.  

 

When this happens, in the will of God, I have seen it become very successful and we 

need to recognize and support such women.  Its hard enough for them already 

without us adding the extra burden of our disapproval and criticism. Usually, when 

the crisis is over mother Pastor and the church are usually very relieved to hand the 

church back to an emerging father Pastor once again. 

     

Elders Can Only Continue as Long as They Function. 

 

Eldership is not an office but a function. Once the function ceases for any reason then 

the reality of this situation needs to be recognized and the Elder should step down 

from the role because he is no longer doing it.  

 

Elders for Life? 
 

It soon becomes apparent from experience that it is not wise to appoint Elders for life 

because the men and circumstances change. What was once right may cease to be 

right for a variety of reasons.  

 

For this reason I have become convinced of the need of a regular appraisal of all 

Elders at least every two years. 
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3) Deacons 
 

These people work under the government of Elders or Eph. 4 ministries.  They have 

rule over a task allotted to them but do not carry governmental authority in general to 

the whole church. 

 

 i) They serve:  a) Elders in a local church;  

    b) Apostles on an apostolic team. 

 ii) They think task and how to achieve it. 

 iii) They can be part or full-time, male or female. 

 iv) They function in many areas, such as: 

 

 initiating administrator                     pastoral care; 

 implementing administrator;            specialist ministry 

 music;                                                 buildings and property; 

 youth;                                   catering; 

 children;                                        hospitality; 

education;                                           P.A.-tapes/video;  

 electronic;      electrical; 

 finance;                                 transport.  etc. 

 

Summary 

The focus of Eph. 4:11 Ministry is the wider work of the Kingdom. 

 

The focus of Elders is the people of God, their growth to maturity and overseeing the 

life and function of a Local Community within the Church (Acts 20:28). 

  

The focus of Deacons is practical Tasks and doing them with the excellence of the 

Kingdom. 

 

Beware of False Apostles and False Prophets.  Jesus commended the Church at 

Ephesus for discerning and rejecting False Apostles - (Rev. 2:2). 
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There were obviously many falsely claiming this office in the Early Church.  

  

Paul warned the church in Corinth to beware of False Apostles because they 

were being taken in by them. (2 Cor. 11:12-20). 

  

The False Prophets were Characterized by the Following: 

  

1) They boasted and make great false claims for themselves (v. 12-13; v 18). 

 

2) They brought people into bondage with a false abusive use of authority (v. 20) 

  

3) They exploited people financially and took from them by pressured financial 

demands (v. 20). Paul, like Jesus, never exploited people financially or in any other 

way.  (Acts 20:33; 1 Cor. 11-15; 1 Thes. 2:9). 

 

4) They exalt themselves and expect to be treated with a wrong reverential honor and 

respect. 

  

Jesus taught and practiced that in the Kingdom true apostles should be the servants of 

everybody (Matt. 11:28-30; Luke 22:24-27 etc.). 

 

The Marks of False Prophets  
 

According to Scripture all prophecy should be tested and only that which is good 

should be received and held fast to (1 Thes. 5:20-21). 

 

The prophetic gift, which is not usually at the Eph 4:11 level within a local 

congregation should be judged by other prophetic people under the government of the 

Elders (1 Cor. 14:29-33).  

 

When someone moves in the office of a true Eph.4:11 Prophet, it may not be possible 

to judge the content of what they say as it may be beyond the power of the local  
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leadership to do so. In this case Prophets should be judged according to the following 

Scriptural guide lines: 

 

1) Is the fruit good in terms of holiness, honesty, humility and integrity? A bad tree 

cannot produce good fruit or vice versa (Matt 7:15; Matt 24:5, 11; Luke 6:26; 2Pet 

2:1). 

  

2) Does their spirit confess that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh i.e. are they Christ 

like in their lifestyle (1 John 4:1-3). 

 

3) To who are they related and to who are they submitted? Particularly who has 

apostolic oversight over their ministry? 

 

4) Does what they say, particularly directional prophecy, accurately come to pass?  

 

5) We must also distinguish between the Word of Knowledge and real Prophecy.  

 

The Church Must Manifest the Purpose of the Kingdom. 

 

When Jesus called His disciples He called them with definite purpose and made 

it clear what they should be doing. The Apostles also added further things in 

their letters. All these can be summarized as follows. 

 

1) They would first of all be a House of Prayer and extravagant Praise and Worship. 

 

2) They would preach the Gospel of the Kingdom of God to every creature. 

 

3) They would need to see the whole Church and not just their own group as a 

functioning manifestation of the Body of Christ. 

 

4) They would let Jesus, the Head, establish proper government so as to become the 

Kingdom of God. They would recognize and receive it joyfully. 

 

5) They would cry out for godly, humble and powerfully anointed Apostolic and  
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Prophetic leadership of that government. 

 

6) They would manifest the Power of the Kingdom by healing the sick and casting 

out demons. 

 

7) God would also bear witness by special supernatural signs and wonders especially 

through the Apostles. 

 

8) They would show a particular compassion towards the poor and needy. 

 

9) They would take new believers and set them free quickly from every bondage. 

They would then disciple them by teaching and by example and bring them to 

maturity so they actually began to live as sons of God, just as Jesus did. 

 

10) They would live godly, holy lives so as to cause all people to see Christ manifest 

in them and speak well of them as they did in Antioch (Acts 11:26,27).  

 

11) They would father and mother their families and teach, exhort and discipline their 

children to love the Lord and follow Him from their earliest days.  

 

12) They would have a real responsible, kingdom work ethic and work diligently to 

provide for their families. They would live in debt free financial sufficiency 

themselves and have extra with which to give generously to God. 

 

13) They would then be trained to become mature spiritual warriors who could wage 

war successfully on the devil and his kingdom and destroy all his works. 

 

14) They would occupy the present demonically controlled Gates of their Cities, 

throw down the demonic power which occupy them and change these Gates into the 

Gates of Heaven. 

 

15) They would fear God in all things and respect and submit to all civil authority 

unless and until they were being ordered to say or do something contrary to Christ 

and the Word of God. 
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Some of the things Jesus commanded His disciples, with Promise: 

 

1) Follow Me and I will make you to become fishers of Men (Mark 1:17). 

 

2) Heal the sick, cast out devils, raise the dead, say the Kingdom of God is at hand 

(Matt 10:7,8). 

 

3) “Go into Your room, shut Your door, and pray to Your Father (who already is) in 

the Secret Place” (Matt. 6:6).  Plus many exhortations on personal and corporate 

Prayer (Matt. 6:5-15; Matt. 18:18-20; Luke 11:1-22; Luke 18:1-8; John 16:23-27 

etc.). 

 

4) Know the Father and obey Him as I do (John 14:16 - John 15:16). 

 

5) Then through that relationship you will be able to imitate Me and do my works 

(John 14:12) 

 

6) Receive the Spirit, as the Father has sent Me even so I send you (John 20:21). 

 

7) Tarry (kathizo) in Jerusalem until you are clothed upon with power from on high 

(Luke 24:49). 

 

8) Go into the highways and by ways and compel them to come in to My wedding 

feast (Luke 14:23-24). 

 

9) Go into all the World and preach the Gospel to every creature (Mark 16:15-18). 

 

10) Make disciples of all Nations teaching them to obey all that I have commanded 

you and I will be with you until the end of the age (Matt 28:18-20). 

 

Some things Paul added in his Epistles 

 

1) Imitate me as I imitate Christ (1 Tim. 4:6; 2 Tim. 3:10-16; 1 Cor. 4:16, 17; 1 Cor. 

11:1; 1 Thes. 1:5-8). 
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2) Go on being filled (continually) with the Spirit, speaking among yourselves with 

psalms and hymns and songs of the Spirit, making melody in your hearts unto the 

Lord (Eph. 4:18-20). 

 

3) Whatsoever things you heard and saw in me, these do, and the God of Peace with 

be with you (Phil. 4:9) 

 

4) Flee the Following: Sexual Immorality, lewdness, coarse jesting, idolatry, the love 

of money, the desire for things, youthful lusts and wrong desires, quarrels and 

disputes over doctrine. 

 

5) Pursue the Following: the things which make for peace, spiritual gifts especially 

prophecy, that which is good, self control in all things, righteousness, godliness, faith, 

love, patience, gentleness, 

 

6) Paul’s word Elders Take heed to yourselves and to all the Flock of God among 

which the Holy Spirit  has made you overseers to shepherd the church (of the Lord 

and M) of God which He purchased with His own blood . . .  bring them into their 

inheritance (Acts 20:28,32) 

 

7) Have your eyes opened to see His resurrection Power flowing into, through and 

out from you to fulfill your calling to bring Jesus into His inheritance in Him. (Eph. 

1:17-23). 

 

8) You are already seated together with Him on His Throne in Heavenly places and 

in Him all things are under your feet. Reign with Him! (Eph. 2:5-7). 

 

9) Be strong in the Lord and in the power of His might (Eph.  6:10). 

 

10) Put on the whole armor of God so that you are able to stand against all the 

schemes of the devil and still remain standing in the evil day (Eph. 6: 11, 13).  

 

11) We do not wrestle against flesh and blood but against Principalities and Powers, 

against the rulers of the darkness of this age, against spiritual hosts of wickedness in  
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Heavenly places (Eph 6:12-17). 

 

22) Pray without ceasing (1 Thes. 5:17; Eph. 6:18). 

 

Some things Peter wrote  
 

“I am writing to those who have obtained (received) the same precious faith as we 

have” (2 Peter 1:2). 

 

“His divine power has already given us everything necessary for life and godliness 

through the intimate knowledge of Him who has called us to His own glory and 

excellence, by which have been given to us exceedingly great and precious promises 

that through these you may be partakers of the divine nature, having escaped the 

corruption (the depravity) that is in the World through lust”. (2 Peter 1:3, 4). 

 

Plus many other things in James and in John’s Gospel and letters. 

  

Understanding The Kingdom and the Priesthood of the Church 
  

Exd. 19:6 These words were spoken only 3 months after the first Passover when 

the Jews suddenly left Egypt. It was before the Law was given and before the 

Levitical Priesthood was established. In this Scripture, their inheritance was the 

whole Earth. The whole nation was called to be a Kingdom and Priesthood. 

  

In both Old and New Testaments, God’s true Covenant of Faith was made with 

Abraham and all his spiritual descendants through the Blood of the Lamb. It was 

powerfully typed by the Passover, and symbolized by Bread and Wine (Gen. 14:18-

20; Gen.15:4-18; Gal.3:6-9, 13-18, 26-29). It was sealed by the true circumcision of 

the heart (Deut. 30:5-10, 15-20; Phil.3:1-3) and the tithing of faith (Gen. 14:20). It 

was the Melchizedek Priesthood and was free from the Law and the Levitical 

Priesthood. 
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1 Pet. 2:4, 5, “a spiritual House . . .holy Priesthood . . . offering spiritual sacrifices”. 

 

1 Pet. 2:6-10 “. . . a Royal (lit. Kingdom) Priesthood, a Holy Nation . . . now the 

People of God. 

  

Rev. 5:9-10   Every tribe, tongue, people and nation. . and. .made us a Kingdom and 

Priests to our God and we shall reign on the Earth. 

   

The Statements Jesus made about the Church. 

  

John 2:19 “Destroy this Temple and in 3 Days I will rebuild it. 

  

Matt. 16:18 - “I will build My Church (of living stones like Peter who have received 

a revelation of who “I AM”) and the Gates of Hell will not prevail against it”.   

  

Matt. 18:15-17 - If he won’t hear you tell it to the Church. If he refuses to even hear 

the Church, let him be to you like a heathen and a tax collector (Note: 1 Cor. 6:1-5).  

  

The Church is portrayed as the final Supreme Court of Law and is far above any Law 

Court of Man and is empowered to bring righteous Judgments and is destined itself to 

judge all things.  

  

Matt. 21:13; Mark 11:17 “My House shall be called a House of Prayer for all 

nations” (Isa. 56:7). Then immediately the Blind and Lame were able to come to Him 

and were healed. 

  

Statements in the Epistles concerning the Kingdom of God  
 

Rom. 14:17 The Kingdom of God is righteousness and peace and joy in the Holy 

Spirit 

 

1 Cor. 4:14-20   For the Kingdom of God is not talk but power. 
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1 Cor. 6:9-20 esp. vs. 9, 10 Do you not know that the unrighteous will not inherit the 

Kingdom of God?  (See also 1 Cor. 15:50) 

 

Gal. 5: 19-25 those who practice such things will not inherit the Kingdom of God. 

 

 

Jerusalem the Heavenly City 
 

On the day of Pentecost, Heavenly Jerusalem came into existence in the heavens at 

the same time as the church was born on earth. It became effective as a powerful 

influence from those first days of the church. It was the power of this spiritual city 

which shook the principalities and powers of darkness that previously ruled over 

physical Jerusalem and wrested from them the government in the heavenly realm. 

The result was a massive ingathering of souls into the Kingdom of God with 

multitudes being added to the church every day.     

 

Abraham Saw a City 
 

We are told in Scripture that Abraham saw a city which had foundations whose 

builder and maker was God, (Heb. 11:8-10; Heb. 11:13, 14-16).  He saw this City 

afar off and embraced it although he never saw the actual manifestation of this during 

his lifetime on earth.   

 

Somehow God showed him that this City was vital to the fulfilling of God's promise 

to him that one day he would inherit the whole earth (Rom. 4:13). 

 

Abraham was promised the power to be a great nation, to be the father of many 

nations and to bless all the families of the earth (Gen. 12:1-3). 

  

He lived in the land of promise as an alien (Heb.11:9). He had no desire to return to 

Ur of the Chaldees (v.15) nor settle permanently in Canaan for he had seen another 

country, a heavenly one. He also saw the whole world was his inheritance and the 

inheritance of his seed (Rom. 4:13).  
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God showed him that the way to take the world was to exercise rule in the heavens 

and to do this, spiritual cities were necessary. They alone have the strength and fire 

power to overcome and cast out the demonic princes, the powers of the air. These 

demonic princes spread their influence upon the earth and rule the present darkness 

from their heavenly vantage point. 

 

Another thing Abraham saw was that the multitude that God had promised him, as 

numerous as the stars in the heavens for number, would be gathered in once the rule 

of darkness was smashed and replaced by the rule of the kingdom.  Again I believe 

that Abraham saw that the City was crucial to the change of rule and would be the 

cause of men and women being saved in unprecedented numbers.  So Abraham saw: 

A Land, A Multitude and A City. It was the City that was the means to possess the 

land and reap the multitude. 

 

Jerusalem Was That City 
 

The Bible teaches us plainly that New Jerusalem already existed while the New 

Testament was being written, and in fact came into existence the moment the church 

was born. The final glory of the City is yet to be seen when she comes down out of 

heaven as a bride adorned for her husband (Rev. 21:1, 2, 9-22).But that does not 

mean that she does not already exist.  

 

Paul speaks of the present earthly Jerusalem as being in bondage with her children 

(Gal. 4:25). This clearly meant the existing physical City which was characterized by 

the legalism and bondage of dead religion. 

 

But Paul also speaks of another Jerusalem which is above. She already exists and she 

is our Mother (Gal. 4:26-31). David declares that all real believers were born in her 

(Ps. 87:5-7). For the children of promise, this City now is and it is where we already 

live. 

 

The writer to the Hebrews in chapter 12:18-24; also compares the two covenants. On 

the one hand Mount Sinai, with it's fear, darkness and bondage of religion. On the 

other hand, Mount Zion with it's joy, light and liberty and we are told "you have  
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already come to Heavenly Jerusalem....to the general assembly and church of the 

firstborn. So where does the church of born-again believers meet? Clearly in 

Heavenly Jerusalem which already is!   

 

This was the City that Abraham saw in his spirit and he embraced it afar off although 

he never actually entered it in his life time.  

  

Jesus Sees The City 
  

In Matt. 5:13-15, Jesus said three things concerning the church. He said it was to be 

Salt, Light and a City. Both the light and the City were to be revealed in such a way 

that they were to be visible to the whole world.  He said it could not be hidden.  

 

SALT - In the natural, salt was the main means of flavoring the whole dish of food 

and was also the main means of preserving food and stopping corruption. In the 

spiritual terms, it means the salt of the Kingdom permeating society. In practice this 

would mean individual Christians, full of the power of the Kingdom, infiltrating 

every strata of secular society and flavoring it with the joy, light and righteousness of 

the Kingdom and holding back the corruption that would otherwise swamp society. 

 

LIGHT - the pure life of the Kingdom shining in an individual Christian, a Christian 

family, a Christian business, a Christian school, a Christian medical practice or any 

other “secular” institution in such a way that the true light of the Kingdom is shining 

without adulteration. As a result it stands out as light against the darkness in total 

contrast to the darkness which is always present in the similar institutions of this 

world.  This gives a clear manifestation of the Kingdom for all to see. 

 

CITY - The power centers from which the government of the Kingdom is 

established.   
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Feeding the Multitude 
 

Mark 6:34-44; Mark 8:1-21 
 

In Mark 8:17-21 Jesus was in the boat with His disciples who are worrying because 

they have not brought any bread. He quoted the statistics of the feeding of the two 

multitudes an asked them pointedly “How is it you don’t understand”? 

 

The feeding of the 5,000 and the feeding of the 4,000 were powerful allegories of 

how Jesus was going to feed the multitude with the true Bread from Heaven.  

 

The numbers given were of men besides women and children, so we can multiply by 

4 to get the approximate numbers of everybody involved. 

 

Once your eyes have been opened you can see that this was picture of the regional 

Church soon to appear in the Cities of Jerusalem and then in Antioch. 

 

The feeding of the 5,000 with all in 5’s and 12's and is speaking of a Jewish 

multitude. 

 

The feeding of the 4,000 with all in 4's and 7's and is speaking of a Gentile multitude. 

Jesus sat them all down in groups of 50 and 100 men with their families, 

approximately groups of 100 to 400 people. There were about 75 such groups. 

  

He then had the 12 Apostles come to Him and receive the fragments of bread and fish 

and then distribute them to the crowd. They were all filled and satisfied and twelve 

baskets full of fragments were left over. 

 

Once you can see this, it was a marvelous picture of the Jerusalem City Church that 

was going to rapidly grow to 20,000 people after Pentecost. 

 

Jesus was showing them how the vast multitude was to be fed. They were to remain 

one great Church but be divided into communities of 100 - 400 people for the 

purpose of fellowship and teaching.  
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The 12 Apostles would get the “bread” by revelation from Jesus and then move 

around the communities with this living bread in digestible pieces and feed them 

along with the fish. The fish represented the bright fresh testimonies of the newest 

believers. 

 

The feeding of the 4,000 with all it’s 4's and 7's was a picture of doing basically the 

same thing to the Gentile crowd starting in Antioch but then reaching out to every 

nation.  

 

4 is the universal number and symbolizes the four corners of the whole Earth.  

 

7 is the number of perfection or completion and symbolizes preaching the Gospel to 

every creature throughout the whole world. 

 

If we follow this pattern, of an apostolically lead, and an apostolically fed One 

Church in the City with Jesus truly as the Head over all things, we shall also see great 

success. 

       

The Church and Missions 
 

It began with Jerusalem 
 

In the beginning, the commandment to “go into all the World and preach the Gospel 

to every creature, making disciples of all nations” was fulfilled by apostolically lead 

Teams sent out from the apostolic Centers or City Churches. At first it was from 

Jerusalem, the first and only City Church. They went to Samaria and then to Antioch.  

 

Antioch the next Apostolic Center 
 

Soon Antioch became an Apostolic Center in it’s own right and also a gathering place 

for Apostles and Eph4::11ministries.  Antioch then began to send out it’s own 

apostolic teams to totally new areas which reported back to Antioch and not to 

Jerusalem. 
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Jerusalem and Antioch now in a non controlling partnership relationship. 
 

Jerusalem were in relationship with Antioch but neither one directed or ruled over the 

other one. Antioch specialized on the Gentile world whilst Jerusalem went to the 

Diaspora (the scattered communities of Jews all over the Roman Empire). 

 

Thessalonica and then Ephesus became City Churches 
 

Antioch gave birth to Thessalonica and then to Ephesus which became City churches 

and apostolic Regional Centers in their own right. They then themselves planted 

many new Churches and then had them under their own direct apostolic care. 

 

Apostolic Centers were necessary to give birth to New Apostolic Centers 
 

The clear strategy was to evangelize and then discover the indigenous Apostles and 

other Eph. 4:11 ministries father them to maturity and then release them to build 

related but not controlled Apostolic Centers and City churches in their own nations as 

quickly as possible.  

 

All Mission activity should be apostolically inspired and apostolically directed 

 

In the Early Church, all missionaries went out in apostolic teams, either directly led 

or directed by Apostles. These missionaries were either Apostles themselves or they 

went as delegates to serve an Apostle from their home base or in the Center to which 

they were sent. Lone ranger missionaries doing their own independent thing were 

unknown. 

 

The Churches were put into national hands as soon as indigenous Apostles emerged. 

They were not controlled from some foreign headquarters. Financial and other 

practical support sometimes continued but it was placed at the local Apostles feet 

who was responsible for handling these resources with complete integrity. 
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The validity and role of so called “Para Church” ministries 
 

Once we see the Biblical pattern of One Church, One Body, One Family and one 

House of God in the City working and serving together as members one of another 

even though we may meet in separate communities for our regular Sunday meetings, 

then we can see that no ministry raised up by God can possibly be a so called “para-

church” ministry because it is still within the one Body and the one Ekklesia or 

Community of believers in the City.  

 

If our perspective is totally centered on our own Local Church and we are totally 

focused only on our own things we may see these ministries as outside us or at best 

alongside us but certainly not part of us. 

 

Some are called to the Church and some are called to the Work   
 

This was a favorite expression of Watchman Nee as he tried to make the distinction 

between serving God directly in the life of a Local Church and serving God in the 

wider work of establishing and extending the Kingdom. 

 

Many Apostles, other Eph. 4:11 ministries and workers serving those ministries are 

called to the Work of the Kingdom and to the Wider Church body and cannot at the 

same time be too deeply involved in the life a local community of believers.   

 

When a Local Church can joyfully see this, then they can be to such people a non 

demanding Family base to which they can belong and be prayed for, supported and 

refreshed without that local community putting any demands on their time or gifts.  

 

In doing this they are actively sowing into the wider work of the Kingdom and, as 

Jesus promised, they will receive their reward from the Lord. 

 


