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The “Book of Merit” is an official publication of the 
158th Field Artillery Association. It contains 
information and announcements to the general public 
that promulgate organizational accomplishments and 
unit history. It is published quarterly on the World 
Wide Web (WWW) at the following address: 
https://158thFieldArtillery.godaddysites.com   
and is compiled by active and retired veterans of the 
158th Field Artillery. There are copyright restrictions 
if it is used in the public domain.  
 
The registry is a computer database that collects 
submitted information from the veteran, published in a 
facsimile, used to promulgate morale and “espirit de 
corps”. The registry collects electronic information 
from the large numbers of veterans whom have served 
in the organization. It is placed into a secure data 
base that protects the privacy by adhering to security 
protocols of a strict set of privacy rules. 
 
Information is submitted electronically to the “Awards 
Register” via e-mail at the following address: 
onefiveeightregiment@yahoo.com where it is collected, 
assessed, assembled, and then published into a 
standard facsimile. The submissions are electronic 
files of individual awards, normally official 
certificates and/or official orders. This data is stored 
on a “non-shared network” as raw database, until it 
is validated and then assembled into a facsimile for 
promulgation to the general public. Certain portions of 
the raw database are used only in the assessment and 
validation process and not for public domain release. 
The register uses Invisible Digital Signatures and 
Credentials Technology (IDSACT) thus guaranteeing the 
authenticity of the facsimile and once applied cannot 
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be edited without removing the digital signature. Each 
quarterly issue is divided into three categories of 
Decorations, Medals and Badges. The Badge Certificate 
Facsimile is the only IDSACT certification returned to 
the submitter (upon request) in Portable Document 
Format (PDF) ISO32000 for tile scale printing. The 
chain of custody for raw database usage is submitter 
to registry rule, with no third party transactions. In 
the event of third party submissions, then the chain of 
custody rule still applies.   
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