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Right: Lisa working on the engine assembly of a 220
Continental installed on a 1931 Waco F-2in 2004.
Below: Lisa rebuilds a bicycle in 1975 as part of

her starfup business, Turner’s Bicycle Service,

Lisa Turner’s road less traveled

Center lefi: No one said you can’t have an airplane
inyour driveway! Lisa pulled her Pulsar XP

fuselage into the driveway in 1996 to fit the wings.
Center right: Completing the first taxi testing rung in
the Pulsar XP in December 1997, Right: Lisa after her
first test flight in the Pulsar XP in December 1997.

he last words

that Lisa Turner’s
mother said to her had
a tremendous impact on
her life. Her mother said,
“I love you! Don't for-
get your sense of humor,
3 and please concentrate in

b school—for me.”

Describing herself as somewhat of a
delinquent at the time—"1'd start walk-
ing to school but get distracted and go
do something else”—Lisa, WAT 11178,
who was 12 when her mother passed
away, redirected her life to make educa-
tion a prierity, and she’s never stopped
learning since. With bachelor’s, mas-
ter’s, and doctorate degrees earned over
the course of many years, along with an
associate’s degree in engineering later
in life, Lisa has achieved lots of goals in
the academic world. But it's been in her
hobby life where she's found her real
passion, and love!

With her sister and brother much older than she and essen-
tially out of the house when she was young, Lisa said she ba-
sically grew up as an only child. Her father had left the family
when she was about 7, so it was just Lisa and her mom, who
put few restraints on Lisa's creativity or activities. “T grew up
in a neighborhood of boys, and I didn't know I was supposed
to act like a girl, and my mother didn’t put those influences on
me,” Lisa said, “I read Tom Hardy and Tom Swift books and
dreamed of building a rocket ship in my backyard. My mom
always encouraged me to be or do whatever | wanted.”

It wasn't until she was in high school that people started
trying to redirect her interests. “In high school, | wanted to
take shop class, but the counselor told me, ‘You're supposed
10 take home ec and make dresses.” So [ told him, “Well, I'll

take home ec and make dresses if you'll also let me take shop.’
My counselor was kind of baffled and asked why I wanted to
take shop,” Lisa explainad. “1 told him "Because | enjoy doing
that kind of stuff.’”” Eventually the

school agreed and let her take both. bj' Mary Jones
“l got to take a Briggs & Stratton en-

gine apart, and I loved it,” she said. “The boys were fascinat-
ed to have a girl in shop class, and that experience told me it
was okay to do what [ wanted.”

In college, Lisa studied English and philosophy, planning to
become a high school English teacher. When she graduated,
the teacher pay was low and it just didn’t feel like the right job
for her. Instead, she moved from Maryland to Florida where
her sister lived and opened a bicycle shop after apprenticing
for a while. At the time her sister was dating a man who was
a pilot. After observing Lisa’s interests, he asked her if she'd
like to try flving. She did and loved it, and he paid for her fly-
ing lessons through solo. She soloed in a Piper PA-28 on Feb-
ruary 1, 1975—a day that changed her life. “I loved flying, but
I also loved the mechanics and physics of the aircraft.”

TEACHING AND EXPLORING

Lisa continued to run the bike shop, holding classes to show
others how to fix their bikes. She remembers being very
frightened about the first class she offered. T put an ad in
the paper and four women and one guy showed up,” she said.
“At that time I was shy and introverted and wasn't comfort-
able talking with people I didn’t know, but after the first 15
minutes | got so excited talking about mechanics and show-
ing them how they could tune up their bikes, things were go-
ing fine.”

After a while, people started asking Lisa if she could fix
their motorcycles and foreign cars. So she started doing that
work as well, but wasn't comfortable not having any certifi-
cation. “I really believe that you should have credentials to
do any work for paying customers,” she said. She attended
a local technical school for automotive training and earned
a certificate from the National Institute for Automotive Ser-
vice Excellence [now known as the ASE). “On the day of the
exam, | was the only woman in an auditorium with 55 men,”
Lisa said.

The bicycle shop, however, wasn't providing Lisa with
enough income to support herself fully. Realizing that she re-
ally loved mechanical things, she decided to pursue an asso-
ciate’s degree in electrical engineering. “If I could have been
exposed to engineering while I was in high school, I'm sure
my career path would have been different,” she said. With
her new engineering degree, she landed a job as a power sup-

“I kept very thorough logs of my time. I'd look at a part and set a goal of how

long | thought it'd take me and write that down to see how close | would come.

| even wrote down the time | spent cleaning the shop!”






