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Curriculum Overview Samples - Social Studies

Initial Samples Released January 31, 2013

Hello social studies educators,

I am proud to present the k-12 social studies curriculum samples created by Colorado educators and teachers. Working with
facilitators Kate Hamilton (Brighton) and Virginia Lindemann (Jefferson County), this past fall, over 100 educators came
together to translate the geography, history, civics, and economic standards of the Colorado Academic Standards (CAS) into
curriculum. As resources for districts’ voluntary-use, these curriculum samples offer possible options for sequencing the
concepts, skills, and content of the CAS across a semester, year, or course.

The template upon which all of the samples are based derived from research and was designed and refined by Colorado
educators to highlight what students should understand, know and be able to do at the end of a given unit or plan of study
(detailed description of the curriculum template components). There are some unique aspects to the social studies samples
at particular grade levels, which are documented in the bullet points below.

Together, these samples are intended to support districts’ transition to the CAS and the development of standards-based
instructional practices. Please click here to share your thoughts regarding the curriculum overview samples.

NEW RESOURCES! Instructional Unit Samples are now available for select overviews.

Stephanie Hartman 
Social Studies Content Specialist

Questions?: E-mail the Social Studies Content Specialist

To learn more about the Social Studies curriculum samples watch the presentations below.

High School Social Studies Samples

Unique components in middle and high school social studies:

The Reading and Writing Standards for Literacy in History/Social Studies 6-12 incorporated in the ELA
standards of the Common Core have been included in each of the middle/high school samples.
Personal Financial Literacy evidence outcomes for social studies are embedded within the Key Skill sections
and denoted by *.
Foundational Generalizations: The world history, geography, and United States history samples include 4
generalizations (2 geography and 2 history) that are considered "foundational" to the disciplines.

https://www.cde.state.co.us/standardsandinstruction/curriculumtemplateexplanation
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/?sm=f9iK44x8Msoc2ceyCdJW%2fHHtmD8qeM7UJY%2fZ%2fFepLMo%3d
https://www.cde.state.co.us/standardsandinstruction/instructionalunits-socialstudies
mailto:gates_k@cde.state.co.us?subject=Support:Dance_Curriculum_Samples
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RH/introduction/
https://www.cde.state.co.us/CoFinancialLiteracy
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High School

Civics (Word or PDF)

Economics (Word or PDF)

Geography (Word or PDF)

U.S. History (Word or PDF)

World History (Word or PDF)

 

Middle School Social Studies Samples

Unique components in middle and high school social studies:

The Reading and Writing Standards for Literacy in History/Social Studies 6-12 incorporated in the
ELA standards of the Common Core have been included in each of the middle/high school
samples.
Personal Financial Literacy evidence outcomes for social studies are embedded within the Key
Skill sections and denoted by *.

https://www.cde.state.co.us/sites/default/files/documents/standardsandinstruction/curriculum/samples/socialstudies/ss_hs_civics_samplecur.docx
https://www.cde.state.co.us/sites/default/files/documents/standardsandinstruction/curriculum/samples/socialstudies/ss_hs_civics_samplecur.pdf
https://www.cde.state.co.us/sites/default/files/documents/standardsandinstruction/curriculum/samples/socialstudies/ss_hs_econ_samplecur.docx
https://www.cde.state.co.us/sites/default/files/documents/standardsandinstruction/curriculum/samples/socialstudies/ss_hs_econ_samplecur.pdf
https://www.cde.state.co.us/sites/default/files/documents/standardsandinstruction/curriculum/samples/socialstudies/ss_hs_geography_samplecur.docx
https://www.cde.state.co.us/sites/default/files/documents/standardsandinstruction/curriculum/samples/socialstudies/ss_hs_geography_samplecur.pdf
https://www.cde.state.co.us/standardsandinstruction/sshs-ushist-coursecurr-doc
https://www.cde.state.co.us/standardsandinstruction/sshs-ushist-coursecurr-pdf
https://www.cde.state.co.us/standardsandinstruction/sshs-worldhist-coursecurr-doc
https://www.cde.state.co.us/standardsandinstruction/sshs-worldhist-coursecurr-pdf
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RH/introduction/
https://www.cde.state.co.us/CoFinancialLiteracy


4/9/2021 Curriculum Overview Samples - Social Studies | CDE

https://www.cde.state.co.us/standardsandinstruction/curriculumoverviews/socialstudies 3/5

 

8th Grade (Word or PDF)

7th Grade (Word or PDF)

6th Grade (Word or PDF)

Kindergarten - 5th Grade Social Studies Samples

Unique components in elementary social studies:

A graphic, on the elementary samples, that provides a visual depiction of the connections
between the skills, content and concepts of k-5 social studies.
Personal financial literacy evidence outcomes for social studies are embedded within the Key
Skill sections and denoted by *.

 

5th Grade (Word or PDF)

4th Grade (Word or PDF)

3rd Grade (Word or PDF)

2nd Grade (Word or PDF)

1st Grade (Word or PDF)

Kindergarten (Word or PDF)

Link to All Samples by Content Area

Link to All Samples by Grade Level

https://www.cde.state.co.us/standardsandinstruction/ss8-coursecurr-doc
https://www.cde.state.co.us/standardsandinstruction/ss8-coursecurr-pdf
https://www.cde.state.co.us/standardsandinstruction/ss7-coursecurr-doc
https://www.cde.state.co.us/standardsandinstruction/ss7-coursecurr-pdf
https://www.cde.state.co.us/sites/default/files/documents/standardsandinstruction/curriculum/samples/socialstudies/ss_6gr_samplecur.docx
https://www.cde.state.co.us/sites/default/files/documents/standardsandinstruction/curriculum/samples/socialstudies/ss_6gr_samplecur.pdf
https://www.cde.state.co.us/standardsandinstruction/ss5-coursecurr-doc
https://www.cde.state.co.us/standardsandinstruction/ss5-coursecurr-pdf
https://www.cde.state.co.us/sites/default/files/documents/standardsandinstruction/curriculum/samples/socialstudies/ss_4gr_samplecur.docx
https://www.cde.state.co.us/sites/default/files/documents/standardsandinstruction/curriculum/samples/socialstudies/ss_4gr_samplecur.pdf
https://www.cde.state.co.us/standardsandinstruction/ss3-coursecurr-doc
https://www.cde.state.co.us/standardsandinstruction/ss3-coursecurr-pdf
https://www.cde.state.co.us/sites/default/files/documents/standardsandinstruction/curriculum/samples/socialstudies/ss_2gr_samplecur.docx
https://www.cde.state.co.us/sites/default/files/documents/standardsandinstruction/curriculum/samples/socialstudies/ss_2gr_samplecur.pdf
https://www.cde.state.co.us/sites/default/files/documents/standardsandinstruction/curriculum/samples/socialstudies/ss_1gr_samplecur.docx
https://www.cde.state.co.us/sites/default/files/documents/standardsandinstruction/curriculum/samples/socialstudies/ss_1gr_samplecur.pdf
https://www.cde.state.co.us/sites/default/files/documents/standardsandinstruction/curriculum/samples/socialstudies/ss_kinder_samplecur.docx
https://www.cde.state.co.us/sites/default/files/documents/standardsandinstruction/curriculum/samples/socialstudies/ss_kinder_samplecur.pdf
https://www.cde.state.co.us/standardsandinstruction/curriculumoverviews-bycontent
https://www.cde.state.co.us/standardsandinstruction/curriculumoverviews-bygrade
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The Colorado Sample Curriculum was written by and for Colorado educators as a way to understand and translate the state
standards into curriculum.  Users of the samples should feel free to copy, distribute and transmit the samples and to adapt
them to fit their needs.  Please honor the work of the Colorado educators that created these samples by providing them
attribution. These samples were not intended for commercial purposes.
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CONTACT US

https://twitter.com/codepted/
https://www.facebook.com/codepted/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/colorado-department-of-education/
https://www.cde.state.co.us/contact_cde
https://www.cde.state.co.us/humanresources
https://coloradok12financialtransparency.com/#/
https://coloradok12financialtransparency.com/#/
https://www.colorado.gov/
https://www.cde.state.co.us/offices
https://www.cde.state.co.us/cdestaffdirectory
https://www.cde.state.co.us/communications/newsreleases
https://www.cde.state.co.us/siteindex
https://www.cde.state.co.us/faq
https://www.cde.state.co.us/humanresources
https://www.cde.state.co.us/humanresources/jobs
https://www.cde.state.co.us/educatortalent/coloradoteachingjobs
https://sitesed.cde.state.co.us/
https://www.cde.state.co.us/cdeprofessionaldevelopment
https://www.cde.state.co.us/schoolview
https://www.cde.state.co.us/cdeboard
https://www.cde.state.co.us/cdecomm
https://www.cde.state.co.us/communications
https://www.cde.state.co.us/cde_calendar
https://www.cde.state.co.us/cdecomm/aboutcde
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Colorado Dept. of Education 
201 East Colfax Ave. 
Denver, CO 80203 
Phone: 303-866-6600 
Fax: 303-830-0793 
Contact CDE

CDE Hours 
Mon - Fri 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
See also Licensing Hours

 

Select Language  ▼
UPDATED December 23, 2015 

Copyright © 1999-2021 Colorado Department of Education.
All rights reserved.

Title IX. Accessibility. Disclaimer. Privacy.

https://www.cde.state.co.us/contact_cde
https://www.cde.state.co.us/cdeprof/contactus
javascript:void(0)
https://www.cde.state.co.us/titleix
https://www.cde.state.co.us/accessibility
https://www.cde.state.co.us/disclaimer
https://www.cde.state.co.us/privacy
https://www.cde.state.co.us/user/

