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Chartered February 18, 1924                                          

The Biloxi Lions Club meet every Wednesday at noon 
Maritime & Seafood Industry Museum, first floor, 115 1st Street, Biloxi, MS 39530 

AUG 9 Susan Hunt, Biloxi Excel By 5 

AUG 10 BLC Board Meeting, Cadence Bank, 2nd Floor, noon, BYOL 

AUG 11 Vision Screening, Shriner’s Friday Night Steak Dinner, Woolmarket 

AUG 16 Gerald Blessey 

AUG 23 Michael Watson, Mississippi Secretary of State 

AUG 30 FVDG Elijah Mitchel, International Convention 

SEPT 16 Doug Bradford, Area Team Coordinator, Operation Christmas Child 

SEP 21-23 USA/CANADA Forum, Reno, Nevada 

OCT 4 Jessi A. James, MS Inland Cleanup Prog. Coastal Research & Extension Center 
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Biloxi Lion Greg Crapo was Inducted into the very prestig-
ious Mid-South Lions Hall of Honor along with Dr. Eileen 
Smith, pictured left with Mid-South Lions CEO Lion Brad 
Baker. 
Also attending the Mid-South Lions Hall of Honor  
Induction Ceremony from Biloxi were Lions PDG Cindy 
Bamburg, SVDG Penny Edwards and PP Wayne Ross. 
Lion Wayne serves as a Mid-South Lions Director and Lions 
Cindy and Penny serve on committees. 



 

8.2.2023 Meeting Recap 

Opening: Lion President Jerry Gardner called meeting to order at 12:05pm; The BLC Choir led us in God Bless America; Lion Star led the 
Pledge of Allegiance; and Lion Jerry D. offered the prayer 
Guest(s): none Zoom: Lion Susan 
50/50 drawing: $20 was won by Lion Penny; King of Clubs Progressive: Lion Leslie drew the Jack of Spades, $1506 to the winner if the 
King of Clubs was drawn. There are less than 30 cards left to draw…Will the winner of the King of Clubs Progressive be you? 
Auction Item: none 
Club Business and Announcements:  
1. President Jerry G: 
a) August 10th Board Mtg, 13th at Cadence Bank on Howard Ave., 2nd floor, noon, bring your own lunch 
b) Vision Screening on Aug. 11 at Shriner’s Steak night, more info and volunteer sign up next week 
2. SVDG and Lions of MS Sight Foundation member Lion Penny explained the Foundation’s fundraising project ‘20 Guns in 20 Days’ 
Raffle Tickets and that she has 60 raffle ticket books to distribute to the Biloxi Club members. Each book has 6 tickets, tickets are $20 
each or the whole book for $100. The drawing will start on Nov. 1st 
3. District 30S LCIF Coordinator Lion Carl reported on the Moss Point tornado disaster relief grant. Approximately $2000 of the $10K 
grant was used for the ice chests, cooling towels and 2x4s. 15 ice chests are still available for distribution, however, the urgent need for 
assistance for the chests is dwindling down. There is still a need to distribute ice and water, all donated, and volunteers are still needed 
to see that ice and water is made available to those persons. With no further cause to purchase additional relief items, the grant was 
closed out last week and any unused funds are being returned to LCIF 
4. Thank you Lion Kathryn for your fabulous spaghetti meal; and thank you to Lion Cindy for providing your version of the German 
Chocolate Upside Down Cake for dessert 
5. Program: Pres. Jerry introduced today’s guest speaker, Rick Burris, Chief Scientific Officer with the MS Department of Marine Re-
sources. Photo below. Apologies in advance...the photo taken  of Lion Jerry and Rick together was accidentally deleted and is not avail-
able 

 

The MS Department of Marine Resources (DMR) 

     The last time Rick Burris, Chief Scientific Officer, of the DMR was able to speak to the 
Biloxi Lions Club was in 2019 on damage the algae-bloom was causing the coastal waters 
natural resources. 
     Today’s slide-show program highlighted what the DMR is about and what programs it is 
undertaking through its mission. Created in 1994 by the MS Legislature with the mission to 
enhance, protect and conserve the state’s marine interest. 
     Currently the department manages over 43,000 acres of sensitive coastal wetlands habi-
tats; 5 trail systems within the 3 coastal counties; and coordinates the Wetlands Permitting 
process of over 800 applications annually for waterfront construction and wetland impact 
requests within the 3 coastal counties. 
     The department also administers the Gulf of Mexico Energy Security Act (GOMESA) grant 
funding, which can be used for projects and activities for the purpose of coastal protection, 
conservation, restoration, hurricane protection and infrastructure directly affected by coastal 
wetland losses; Mitigation of damage to fish, wildlife or natural resources; Implementation of 
a federally-approved marine, coastal or conservation management plan; Migration of the 
impact of activities through funding of onshore infrastructure projects; Planning assistance 
and the administrative costs of complying with this section of not more than 3%. DMR 
awarded more than $10M in Tideland grants to enhance cities, counties, and state properties 
along the MS Gulf Coast. 
     The Marine Patrol force of 31 officers and 24 patrol boats cover over 14,000 square miles 
of waterways and through the Department of Homeland Security, the Office of Marine Patrol 
provides security to keep ports and harbors safe.  Through the Office of Marine Fisheries 
DMR provides for the effective management of marine fisheries with 5 Bureaus: Artificial 
Reef; Finfish, Seafood Technology; Shellfish; Shrimp and Crab; and Aquaculture Hatchery. 
Funded by GOMESA a newly established Microbiology Laboratory to help with 2 types of 
Analysis: Fecal Coliform Analysis and HAB (Harmful Algal Bloom) Analysis. 
     In the Shellfish Bureau, DMR has completed the 2023 Reef Assessment by 75  
1-minute dredge tows over approximately 160 acres, 70 farmers have graduated from 
MDMR training for Off-Bottom Oyster Aquaculture; 465 areas of currently available for com-
mercial farming; 68 acres currently leased by 35 farmers; Off-Bottom oyster aquaculture 
commercial operations have harvested just over 1M oysters, equivalent to 3,925 sacks of 
oysters.  Because of the damage to the oyster reefs in 2019 caused by Harmful Algae Bloom 
Senate Bill 2544 during the MS Legislature 2023 Regular Session update it On-Bottom 
Shellfish regulations. The primary overall goal of SB2544 is promote the prosperity 
of coastal communities and foster a thriving shellfish industry in the state. 
     The 2023 MS Crab Season revealed that through June 2023 over 398,000 pounds of crab 
were landed with a dockside value near $1M. 
     Rick finished the presentation with the Aquaculture Hatchery slide. In 2006 the 23 acre of 
lined and earthen ponds Fish Hatchery, located in Lyman, was given to DMR. While it cost 
over $100K annually in salt to turn the freshwater into a saltwater hatchery, in 2023 over 
100K Spotted Seatrout were released in each of the 3 coastal counties, in addition, 4K 6”-8” 
and 2K 13”-15” Seatrout have been released. 

Rick Burris 
Chief Scientific Officer 

MS Department of 
Marine Resources 



Lions Club of Biloxi 
P.O. Box 196 Biloxi, MS 39533 
228.424.7840 
 
http://www.biloxilions.org 
http://m.facebook.com/BiloxiLions 
 
To enjoy back editions of the Biloxi Lions ROAR  
newsletter please visit our website. 
 

Don’t forget you can ZOOM a meeting if unable to attend in person. Please contact Lion Wayne in advance at 
the number below if you plan to attend via ZOOM. 
 

Direct Access to the Biloxi Lions Club weekly meeting is available on our website  
www.biloxilions.org just by clicking the ZOOM HERE button.  
Or, by the following information below 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89166624322?pwd=V25tWXJMRkRXdGRWTTIHSHJsMEZWUT09 
Or, Dial by your location 
 +1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago) 
     
                                 Meeting ID 891 6662 4322     Passcode: 996230 
 
Log on a few minutes prior to our 12 noon meeting to assure your connection 

    *Issues Logging on...Please call or text Lion Wayne at 228.348.1334  
(or Lion Greg 228.760.0239) for help. 

 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

 

AUGUST LIONS 
Melinda Freeman   Miriam Mitchell   

Brandy Champlin  Jerry Gardner  

David Stanovich   Pete Wilson  

Alan Serotta  

August-September 

Only 1 left in September, 
Please sign Up! Your des-
sert does not need to be 
home made, we will enjoy 
store bought just as much.  
If you are not able to 
attend the meeting in 
which you have pledged a  
Dessert, please ask anoth-
er member to cover your 
date.  

Sept. 16, 2023 
Mid-South Lions Cooper-Young  
Festival, Memphis, TN 
Sept. 21-23, 2023 
USA/CANADA Forum, Reno NV 
Jan. 2024 
Mid-South Lions MECA Cataract-A-
Thon, Details Coming Soon 
Jan. 19-20, 2024 
District 30S Mid-Winter Convention 
Hattiesburg, Location TBA 
Feb. 2024 
Biloxi Lions Club 100th Celebration 
Date and Location TBA 
April 12-13, 2024  
Mid-South Lions Visiting Lions  
Week-end, Memphis, TN 
 

Dates to Save 

Remember you can reach me c/o Lion Penny’s 
email: lionpennyedwards@gmail.com to help 
spread any LIONS news you feel need sharing! 

ARLO 

20 GUNS in 20 DAYS RAFFLE starts Nov. 1st 
Have you picked up your 20 Guns In 20 Days Raffle Tickets 
from Lion Penny yet?   
By selling the raffle tickets you will be supporting the Lions 
of MS Sight Foundation’s efforts to strengthen funding for 
an endowment.  

The endowment is for ‘rainy day’ funding should the annual White Cane/
Avery McKinley fundraisers fail to meet their project goals in a particular year, 
such as what happened in the 2022-2023 year. The funds raised  by White 
Cane/Avery McKinley fund the Lions of MS supported programs such as the 
Lions Eye Bank; Sea and Sun & Deaf Camps; Diabetes Awareness Programs, 
the Girls & Boys Leadership Conferences; Sight Screening Programs; and the 
Lions All-State Band. Unfortunately, because of the short fall of the 2022-
2023 goal these programs funded by the state will be reduced for the 2023-
2024 fiscal year.  
The endowment fundraising efforts is entering it’s 3rd year and has grown 
each year. Come on BILOXI LIONS! Be the “I” that make this year another 
great year by getting a couple, or more, books of raffle tickets from Lion Pen-
ny. She will have the raffle tickets at the weekly meetings. 

ROAR 

April 28-29, 2024 
Lions of MS State Convention 
Biloxi, MS, Additional Information TBA 
June 7, 2024 
Mid-South Lions Golf Tournament 
Olive Branch, MS 
June 8, 2024 
Mid-South Lions Cataract-A-Thon 
June 21-25, 2024 
Lions International Convention 
Melbourne, Australia 
 

AUGUST 
9th    Carl & Dorothy Nehlig 
16th  Leslie Johnson 
23rd  Cindy Bamburg 
30th  Glenn Bremenkamp 
 

September 
6th    Cindy Bamburg 
13th  Jerry Dodge 
20th  OPEN 
27th  Carl & Dorothy Nehlig 

Dessert Pledges 



Good News! The Lions of Mississippi has a new website  
LIONSOFMS.NET.   

Any MS Lion in good standing can register on the website.  
 
Go to the new website, click the “For Lions” Tab in the white 
heading, click on the “New Lions Registration” in the drop down. 
Follow the prompts and then submit. You will receive an email 
with instructions. 
 
The ROAR Editor went to the new website today, a Sunday  
Morning, and found the site is so inviting and user friendly.  I 
registered following the instructions given by the State Office 
shown on the left . I immediately received an email stating my 
request was being processed. 
 
It was so easy…don’t wait, register today.  
But, please remember, with the number of MS Lions also in the 
process of registering you may experience a short delay in having 
your registration being processed.   

R
a

ff
le

 T
ic

k
e

t
 B

o
o

k
s
 a

r
e

 n
o

w
 a

v
a

il
a

b
le

! 

S
e

e
 L

io
n

 P
e

n
n

y
 f

o
r

 y
o

u
r

 b
o

o
k

s
 t

o
d

a
y

! 

$
2

0
 p

e
r

  
t
ic

k
e

t
  

o
r

  
$

1
0

0
 p

e
r

 b
o

o
k

 

A Second Amendment Weekend event 
to promote and sell the  

20 Guns in 20 Days  raffle tickets is 
being planned at  for  

Saturday, August 26th. 
More information will be available at 

the August 16th meeting. 
Volunteers will be needed to help man 

the tent and sell refreshments. 


