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Introduction

In recent decades, the Middle East has been marked by a series of conflicts

and tensions, leading to widespread instability and humanitarian crises which often

have complex historical, political, and socio-economic roots. Ongoing conflicts in the

region include civil wars, internal strife, and territorial disputes among neighboring

states. These conflicts have resulted in significant human suffering, displacement,

and destruction; worsening already precarious regional dynamics. The spillover

effect of these conflicts extends far beyond the Middle East, impacting the economy

and trade on a global level. Disruptions in key industries such as oil production can

lead to fluctuations in commodity prices worldwide. Furthermore, instability in

strategic regions can disrupt trade routes, supply chains, and investment flows,

affecting economic activities across continents. Understanding the spillover effects

of Middle Eastern conflicts on the global economy and trade is essential for

formulating effective responses and promoting international cooperation to address

these challenges. What occurs in the Middle East resonates far beyond its borders,

reverberating through economic markets, financial systems, and diplomatic relations

worldwide. Recent years have shown that it is clear that no nation is an island unto

itself, rather each is linked to the collective fate of the global community. By

recognizing the interplay between regional conflicts and global economic dynamics,

we can navigate toward informed solutions that promote stability and prosperity on

a global scale.
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Definition of Key Terms

Spillover Effect

The unintended consequences or impacts of a particular event or

situation that extend beyond its immediate boundaries. In the context of this

discussion, the spillover effect of Middle Eastern conflicts refers to how the

repercussions of these conflicts spread to affect economies and trade on a global

scale.

Global Economy

The interconnected system of economic activities involves the

production, consumption, and exchange of goods and services among various

countries worldwide. It encompasses factors such as international trade, financial

markets, currency exchange rates, and economic policies. The global economy is

influenced by factors such as economic growth, inflation, unemployment, and

technological advancements.

Trade

Trade involves the exchange of goods and services between countries,

regions, or parties. It encompasses imports (goods and services bought from other

countries) and exports (goods and services sold to other countries). Trade plays a

vital role in driving economic growth, fostering cooperation, and promoting

development. International trade allows countries to specialize in the production of

goods and services in which they have a comparative advantage, leading to

efficiency gains and increased welfare for participating nations.

Interdependence

Countries’ mutual reliance or dependence on each other for resources,

goods, services, and economic stability. In an interdependent world, countries are
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interconnected through trade, finance, technology, communication, and

transportation networks. Changes or disruptions in one part of the world can have

ripple effects that impact economies and societies across the globe.

Mitigation

Actions or measures taken to reduce the severity, intensity, or negative

effects of something; such as conflicts, natural disasters, or economic downturns. In

the context of this agenda item, mitigation strategies aim to lessen the adverse

impacts of Middle Eastern conflicts on the global economy and trade. This may

involve diplomatic efforts to resolve conflicts, humanitarian aid to assist affected

populations, economic policies to stabilize markets, and international cooperation to

promote peace and stability in the region.

Arms Trade

The arms trade refers to the buying and selling of weapons, military

equipment, and related technology between countries, governments, and non-state

actors. The arms trade encompasses conventional weapons (such as firearms,

artillery, and tanks), military aircraft, naval vessels, missiles, and other defense

systems. The arms trade can have significant implications for international security,

conflict dynamics, and human rights. Arms transfers to conflict-affected regions can

exacerbate violence, prolong conflicts, and contribute to human suffering, while

arms control measures aim to regulate and mitigate the negative effects of arms

proliferation.

Multilateralism

The practice of coordinating policies and actions among multiple

countries or parties through formal or informal mechanisms, such as international

organizations, alliances, treaties, and conferences. Multilateralism emphasizes the

importance of collective decision-making, shared responsibilities, and mutual

benefits in addressing global challenges and advancing common interests.
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Multilateral approaches are often used to address complex issues that require

cooperation and coordination across national borders; such as climate change,

terrorism, and armed conflicts. In the context of Middle Eastern conflicts,

multilateralism plays a crucial role in promoting dialogue, mediation, peacekeeping,

and humanitarian assistance efforts to resolve conflicts and address their spillover

effects on the global economy and trade.

Sanction

Sanctions are punitive measures imposed by governments,

international organizations, or coalitions to compel a target state or entity to change

its behavior or policies. Sanctions can take various forms, including economic

sanctions (such as trade restrictions, asset freezes, and financial penalties),

diplomatic sanctions (such as travel bans and diplomatic isolation), and military

sanctions (such as arms embargo and military interventions). Sanctions are often

used as a tool of coercive diplomacy to address security threats, human rights

abuses, proliferation of weapons of mass destruction, and other violations of

international norms and laws.
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Background Information

Ancient civilizations flourished in the Fertile Crescent, laying the foundation

for the region's rich cultural heritage and shaping its geopolitical dynamics. From the

Sumerians and Babylonians to the Persians and Greeks, the Middle East was a

melting pot of civilizations, a crossroads of trade and ideas. However, the rise and fall

of empires, including the conquests of Alexander the Great and the expansion of the

Roman Empire, ushered in an era of political instability and territorial disputes.
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The advent of Islam in the 7th century brought the Middle East under the

banner of powerful caliphates, fostering a golden age of cultural and scientific

achievement. The Abbasid Caliphate, in particular, presided over an era of prosperity

and intellectual flourishing, with Baghdad emerging as a center of learning and

trade. However, the fragmentation of the caliphates and the emergence of rival

dynasties, such as the Seljuks and the Ottomans, led to internal strife and external

invasions, paving the way for European colonialism.

The 19th and early 20th centuries witnessed the dawn of European

imperialism in the Middle East, as colonial powers vied for control of strategic

territories and valuable resources. The Sykes-Picot Agreement of 1916, a secret pact

between Britain and France, divided the Ottoman Empire's territories, carving up the

region into artificial borders that ignored ethnic, religious, and tribal affiliations. This

colonial legacy continues to shape the geopolitics of the Middle East, fueling

sectarian tensions and nationalist movements.

The discovery of vast oil reserves in the early 20th century transformed the

Middle East into a pivotal player in the global economy. Countries like Saudi Arabia,

Iran, Iraq, and Kuwait became major oil producers, supplying the world with a critical

resource that fueled industrial growth and economic development. However, this

newfound wealth also attracted foreign interests and intervention, leading to a series

of conflicts and political upheavals.

The 1973 oil embargo, orchestrated by the Organization of Arab Petroleum

Exporting Countries (OAPEC) in response to Western support for Israel during the

Yom Kippur War, had a profound impact on the global economy. The embargo led to

a dramatic increase in oil prices, causing widespread economic disruption, inflation,

and a shift towards energy conservation and alternative sources. This event

underscored the strategic importance of Middle Eastern oil and highlighted the

region's influence on global economic stability.
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Recent history has seen the Middle East thrust into the spotlight once again,

with events such as the Arab Spring, the Israel-Palestine conflict, and the

geopolitical tensions surrounding Iran capturing global attention. The Arab Spring, a

wave of pro-democracy uprisings that swept across the region in 2010-2011, initially

sparked hope for political reform but ultimately unleashed a wave of instability and

conflict. The Syrian Civil War, born out of the government's brutal crackdown on

peaceful protests, has led to one of the largest refugee crises in modern history, with

millions fleeing violence and persecution. The war has disrupted trade routes,

strained neighboring economies, and led to significant humanitarian aid

expenditures.

The Israel-Palestine conflict remains a festering wound in the heart of the

Middle East, a decades-long struggle marked by territorial disputes, violence, and

failed peace negotiations. The ongoing occupation of Palestinian territories and the

blockade of Gaza have stifled economic development and perpetuated poverty,

fueling resentment and further entrenching the cycle of violence. The conflict also

affects regional trade, investment flows, and tourism, contributing to broader

economic instability.

Meanwhile, Iran's geopolitical ambitions and its contentious relationship with

the United States and its allies have added another layer of complexity to the

region's dynamics. The Iranian nuclear program and the United States' withdrawal

from the Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA) have escalated tensions,

leading to tit-for-tat actions and rattling global markets. Attacks on oil tankers in the

Persian Gulf and the targeting of critical infrastructure, such as the 2019 attack on

Saudi Aramco facilities, have caused spikes in oil prices and underscored the

vulnerability of global energy supplies.
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In conclusion, the historical and economic interconnectedness of Middle

Eastern conflicts is a complex web that stretches across centuries and continents.

From ancient trade routes to modern oil markets, the region's conflicts have had

far-reaching implications for the global economy and trade. Understanding the root

causes and consequences of these conflicts is essential for crafting effective

strategies to promote peace, stability, and prosperity in the region and beyond. Only

through a comprehensive understanding of history and geopolitics can we hope to

navigate the complexities of the Middle East and build a more peaceful and

prosperous future for all.

Major Countries and Organizations Involved

United States of America (USA)

The United States has played a significant role in Middle Eastern affairs, often

driven by strategic interests such as access to oil, counterterrorism, and support for



İstanbul Erkek Lisesi Model United Nations 2023

allies. Key events include the 2003 invasion of Iraq, aimed at dismantling alleged

weapons of mass destruction and removing Saddam Hussein from power, and the

withdrawal from the Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA) in 2018, escalating

tensions with Iran. The USA’s military presence in the region, arms sales, and

diplomatic efforts have heavily influenced the global economy by stabilizing or

destabilizing oil markets, affecting global energy prices, and creating ripple effects

across international trade and investment landscapes. The United States has

experienced migration pressures due to Middle Eastern conflicts. The U.S. has

accepted refugees from Syria, Iraq, Afghanistan, and other conflict-affected

countries, though the numbers have varied significantly depending on the

administration and prevailing political climate. These migrations have influenced U.S.

domestic policies and political discourse, with debates over national security,

resource allocation, and the cultural integration of refugees. The U.S. has

implemented various refugee resettlement programs and provided humanitarian

assistance to displaced populations, reflecting its role in addressing global

humanitarian crises.

Saudi Arabia

As one of the world's leading oil producers and a major player in the

Organization of the Petroleum Exporting Countries (OPEC), Saudi Arabia wields

substantial influence over global oil prices and production levels. The kingdom's

rivalry with Iran has fueled sectarian divisions and proxy conflicts across the region.

The Saudi-led intervention in Yemen aimed at countering the Houthi rebels has

significant economic and humanitarian impacts. Moreover, Saudi Arabia's oil policies

and production decisions directly affect global energy markets, contributing to

fluctuations in oil prices and economic stability worldwide.

Iran



İstanbul Erkek Lisesi Model United Nations 2023

Iran’s geopolitical ambitions and contentious relationship with Western

powers, particularly the USA, have been pivotal in regional dynamics. The Iranian

nuclear program has been a focal point of international tension, leading to sanctions

and the 2015 JCPOA, from which the USA withdrew in 2018. Iran’s support for proxy

groups like Hezbollah in Lebanon, the Houthis in Yemen, and various militias in Iraq

and Syria has exacerbated regional conflicts, influencing global oil markets and

security dynamics. These activities often result in economic sanctions that affect

global trade by disrupting supply chains and causing market uncertainties.

Russia

Russia has reasserted itself as a key player in the Middle East, most notably

through its military intervention in the Syrian Civil War in support of Bashar al-Assad’s

regime. This involvement has bolstered Assad’s position and shifted the balance of

power in Syria. Russia’s strategic interests include maintaining a foothold in the

region, countering Islamist extremism, and securing economic and military ties. The

sale of advanced weaponry and nuclear technology to regional actors also

underscores its influence. Russia's actions in the Middle East have impacted global

energy markets, particularly through its alliances with key oil producers like Iran and

its role in OPEC+ decisions.

European Union (EU)

The European Union (EU) is a significant factor in addressing the spillover

effects of Middle Eastern conflicts on the global economy and trade. The EU's

involvement spans diplomatic, economic, and humanitarian dimensions, making it a

key player in regional stability and economic recovery efforts. The EU has been

actively engaged in diplomatic initiatives to mediate and resolve conflicts in the

Middle East. In coordination with the European External Action Service (EEAS), the
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EU’s High Representative for Foreign Affairs and Security Policy leads these efforts.

The EU supports the peace process between Israel and Palestine, advocating for a

two-state solution based on international law and relevant UN resolutions. The EU is

a member of the Middle East Quartet, alongside the United Nations, the United

States, and Russia, which works towards mediating the peace process. The EU also

plays a critical role in the Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA), commonly

known as the Iran nuclear deal. The EU was instrumental in facilitating the

negotiations that led to the agreement in 2015 and continues to advocate for its full

implementation, aiming to prevent nuclear proliferation in the region while

promoting regional stability. Middle Eastern conflicts have significant implications for

the EU's economy and trade. The region is a vital source of energy supplies,

particularly oil and natural gas. Disruptions due to conflicts can lead to volatility in

global energy markets, affecting EU member states that rely on these imports. For

example, the Syrian conflict and instability in Libya have led to fluctuating oil prices,

impacting the EU's energy security and economic stability. The EU's trade

relationships with Middle Eastern countries are also affected by conflicts. Trade

routes, including the Suez Canal, are critical for EU imports and exports. Conflicts in

the region can threaten these routes, leading to increased shipping costs and delays.

The EU has a vested interest in ensuring the security of these trade routes to

maintain smooth global trade operations. The EU is one of the largest donors of

humanitarian aid to the Middle East, providing substantial support to countries

affected by conflict. The European Commission’s Directorate-General for European

Civil Protection and Humanitarian Aid Operations (ECHO) coordinates these efforts,

delivering aid to displaced populations and supporting refugees. For instance, the

EU has provided extensive humanitarian assistance to Syrian refugees in Türkiye,

Lebanon, and Jordan, addressing their immediate needs and supporting long-term

development. Additionally, the EU runs various development programs aimed at

stabilizing the region and promoting economic recovery. These programs focus on

rebuilding infrastructure, supporting education and healthcare systems, and

fostering economic opportunities to reduce poverty and prevent further conflict. The
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EU collaborates with Middle Eastern countries on counter-terrorism initiatives,

aiming to prevent the spread of extremism and terrorism that can have global

repercussions. The EU works on intelligence sharing, capacity building, and

counter-radicalization programs through Europol and other security agencies. These

efforts are crucial in mitigating the security threats that arise from Middle Eastern

conflicts and ensuring the safety of EU citizens. Conflicts in the Middle East have led

to significant refugee flows into Europe, posing challenges for the EU's migration

policies. The influx of refugees from Syria, Iraq, and other conflict zones has strained

the resources of several EU member states and raised political and social tensions.

The EU has implemented various measures to manage the refugee crisis, including

the EU-Türkiye Statement, which aimed to reduce irregular migration across the

Aegean Sea and improve conditions for refugees in Türkiye. The EU has established

programs to integrate refugees into European societies, providing access to

education, healthcare, and employment opportunities. However, the large numbers

of refugees have also led to political debates within the EU about the capacity and

willingness of member states to accept and integrate these individuals. The EU

continues to work on balancing humanitarian responsibilities with the

socio-economic impacts of migration, seeking to create sustainable and inclusive

policies that address the root causes of displacement.

United Nations (UN)

The United Nations plays a crucial role in addressing Middle Eastern conflicts

through peacekeeping missions, humanitarian aid, and diplomatic initiatives. Key

agencies include the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR),

which assists millions of refugees and internally displaced persons, and the United

Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near East (UNRWA),

which supports Palestinian refugees. UN resolutions, such as Security Council

Resolutions 242 and 338 calling for peace between Israel and its neighbors, highlight
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ongoing efforts to mediate and resolve conflicts. These efforts impact global

humanitarian aid flows and international diplomatic relations.

Organization of the Petroleum Exporting Countries (OPEC)

OPEC, comprising major oil-producing countries including Saudi Arabia, Iran,

Iraq, and Kuwait, plays a pivotal role in regulating global oil prices and production

levels. The organization’s decisions directly impact the global economy, as seen

during the 1973 oil embargo and subsequent production cuts. OPEC’s actions reflect

the economic interdependencies and strategic maneuvers of its member states,

often influenced by broader geopolitical conflicts. The organization’s influence on

global energy markets underscores the interconnectedness of Middle Eastern

politics and global economic stability.

Israel

Israel’s security policies and conflicts with neighboring countries, particularly

the Palestinians, have profound implications for regional stability and international

relations. The Israeli-Palestinian conflict, ongoing settlement expansion in the West

Bank, and the blockade of Gaza are central issues. Israel’s alliances, notably with the

USA, and its technological and military capabilities position it as a significant actor in

Middle Eastern geopolitics. These factors influence international diplomatic efforts

and economic sanctions, affecting global trade and investment.

Türkiye

Türkiye’s strategic location and growing regional influence have made it a key

player in Middle Eastern politics. Its involvement in the Syrian conflict, Kurdish
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groups, and strained relations with both Iran and Saudi Arabia highlights its complex

role. Türkiye’s efforts to balance its relationships with Western allies and regional

neighbors, alongside its economic and security interests, shape its foreign policy

decisions. Türkiye's actions impact regional trade routes and economic partnerships,

influencing global commerce and regional stability.

United Arab Emirates (UAE)

The UAE has emerged as a significant economic and political actor in the

Middle East, with investments in infrastructure, technology, and defense. Its

participation in the Saudi-led coalition in Yemen and normalization of relations with

Israel through the Abraham Accords illustrate its proactive diplomatic and strategic

initiatives. The UAE’s focus on economic diversification and regional influence

underscores its role in shaping Middle Eastern affairs. These efforts impact global

investment flows and trade partnerships, contributing to the broader economic

landscape.
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Timeline of Events

1916
Sykes-Picot
Agreement

A secret agreement between Britain and France divided the
Ottoman Empire’s territories in the Middle East into spheres of
influence. This agreement laid the groundwork for the modern
political boundaries of the region, often disregarding ethnic and
sectarian divisions, leading to long-term instability.

1948
Creation of Israel
and the First
Arab-Israeli War

Following the UN partition plan, the State of Israel was
established. This event led to the first Arab-Israeli War, resulting
in significant displacement of Palestinian populations and
ongoing territorial disputes.

1956
Suez Crisis

A diplomatic and military conflict involving Egypt, Israel, Britain,
and France following Egypt’s nationalization of the Suez Canal.
The crisis highlighted the strategic importance of Middle
Eastern waterways and the influence of external powers in
regional conflicts.

1967
Six-Day War

Israel fought against Egypt, Jordan, and Syria, resulting in a
swift Israeli victory and the occupation of the West Bank, Gaza
Strip, Golan Heights, and the Sinai Peninsula. This war
significantly altered the geopolitical landscape of the Middle
East.

1973
Yom Kippur War
and Oil Embargo

A surprise attack by Egypt and Syria on Israel during Yom
Kippur led to a protracted conflict. In response to Western
support for Israel, OPEC imposed an oil embargo, causing a
global energy crisis and highlighting the economic power of
oil-producing states.

1979
Iranian
Revolution

The overthrow of the Shah and the establishment of an Islamic
Republic under Ayatollah Khomeini transformed Iran’s political
system and its relationship with the West, leading to significant
geopolitical shifts in the region.

1980-1988
Iran-Iraq War

A prolonged and devastating conflict between Iran and Iraq
caused extensive human and economic losses. The war
disrupted oil exports and trade routes, affecting global energy
markets.

1990-1991
Gulf War

Following Iraq’s invasion of Kuwait, a US-led coalition launched
Operation Desert Storm to liberate Kuwait. The war
underscored the strategic importance of Middle Eastern oil and
the region’s impact on global security and trade.
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2001
9/11 Attacks and
War on Terror

The terrorist attacks on the United States led to the War on
Terror, including the invasion of Afghanistan and increased
military presence in the Middle East. These events had
significant implications for regional stability and global security
policies.

2003
Invasion of Iraq

The US-led invasion aimed at toppling Saddam Hussein’s
regime based on allegations of weapons of mass destruction.
The conflict led to prolonged instability, insurgency, and
significant impacts on global oil markets and trade.

2011-Present
Syrian Civil War

A multifaceted conflict involving the Syrian government,
opposition groups, ISIS, and foreign powers. The war has
caused a massive humanitarian crisis, disrupted trade, and
strained international relations.

2015
Intervention in
Yemen

A coalition led by Saudi Arabia intervened in Yemen’s civil war
to counter the Houthi rebels. The conflict has led to a
humanitarian disaster and impacted maritime trade routes
through the Red Sea.

2015
Joint
Comprehensive
Plan of Action

The JCPOA is an agreement between Iran and major world
powers to limit Iran’s nuclear program in exchange for sanctions
relief. The agreement affected global economic relations and
trade with Iran.

2018
USWithdrawal
from JCPOA

The United States’ withdrawal from the nuclear deal with Iran
led to the re-imposition of sanctions, escalating tensions and
affecting global oil markets and trade dynamics.

2019
Attack on Saudi
Aramco
Facilities

Drone attacks on major oil processing facilities in Saudi Arabia,
attributed to Iranian-backed forces, temporarily halved Saudi oil
production, causing spikes in global oil prices and highlighting
vulnerabilities in global energy supply.

2020
Abraham
Accords

Normalization agreements between Israel and several Arab
states, including the UAE and Bahrain. These accords have
potential economic and trade implications, fostering new
regional alliances and economic partnerships.
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2023-Present
Israel-Palestine
Conflict

Gaza witnessed intense conflict following an unprecedented
Hamas attack on Israel, resulting in severe retaliation and
extensive damage to infrastructure. Despite international efforts,
ongoing clashes and humanitarian crises persisted, disrupting
regional trade and economies.

Relevant UN Resolutions and Other Documents

● United Nations General Assembly Resolution 194

(https://www.un.org/en/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=A/RES/194(III))

This resolution addresses the Palestinian refugee crisis resulting from the

Arab-Israeli conflict, asserting the right of Palestinian refugees to return to their

homes and receive compensation for their losses.

● United Nations Security Council Resolution 242

(https://www.un.org/en/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=S/RES/242(1967))

This resolution emphasizes the inadmissibility of the acquisition of territory by war

and calls for the withdrawal of Israeli armed forces from territories occupied during

the Six-Day War, including the Gaza Strip, West Bank, East Jerusalem, and the Golan

Heights.

● United Nations Security Council Resolution 338 (1973)

(https://www.un.org/en/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=S/RES/338(1973))

https://www.un.org/en/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=A/RES/194(III)
https://www.un.org/en/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=S/RES/242(1967)
https://www.un.org/en/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=S/RES/338(1973)
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This resolution calls for an immediate ceasefire and implementation of Security

Council Resolution 242 to resolve the ongoing conflict between Israel and Arab

states, reaffirming the importance of negotiations for a peaceful settlement.

● Oslo Accords

(https://peacemaker.un.org/israelopt-plo93osloaccord)

The Oslo Accords, signed in 1993 and 1995, outline steps for Palestinian

self-governance in parts of the West Bank and Gaza Strip and establish the

Palestinian Authority, aiming to establish a framework for resolving the

Israeli-Palestinian conflict.

● United Nations Security Council Resolution 1860

(https://www.un.org/en/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=S/RES/1860(2009))

This resolution calls for an immediate ceasefire in the Gaza Strip following Israel's

military operations, known as Operation Cast Lead, emphasizing the need for

humanitarian access to Gaza and the restoration of calm in the region.

● Arab Peace Initiative

(https://www.arableague.org/official/main/mainPage.php)

The Arab Peace Initiative, proposed by the Arab League, offers normalized relations

between Arab states and Israel in exchange for Israel's withdrawal from occupied

territories and the establishment of a Palestinian state with East Jerusalem as its

capital.

https://peacemaker.un.org/israelopt-plo93osloaccord
https://www.un.org/en/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=S/RES/1860(2009)
https://www.arableague.org/official/main/mainPage.php
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● United Nations Security Council Resolution 2334

(https://www.un.org/en/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=S/RES/2334(2016))

This resolution condemns Israeli settlement activity in the occupied Palestinian

territories, including East Jerusalem, reaffirming the illegality of settlements under

international law and calling for immediate steps to prevent further expansion.

● Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA)

(https://www.iaea.org/topics/iran/joint-comprehensive-plan-of-action)

The JCPOA, reached in 2015 between Iran and the P5+1 group of world powers,

aims to limit Iran's nuclear program in exchange for sanctions relief, contributing to

regional stability and global non-proliferation efforts.

● Abraham Accords

(https://www.state.gov/the-abraham-accords/)

The Abraham Accords, signed in 2020, normalized diplomatic relations between

Israel and several Arab states, potentially reshaping Middle Eastern politics and

trade dynamics.

https://www.un.org/en/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=S/RES/2334(2016)
https://www.iaea.org/topics/iran/joint-comprehensive-plan-of-action
https://www.state.gov/the-abraham-accords/
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Previous Attempts to Solve the Issue

Camp David Summit (2000)

The Camp David Summit, hosted by then-US President Bill Clinton, aimed to

negotiate a final peace settlement between Israeli Prime Minister Ehud Barak and

Palestinian Authority President Yasser Arafat. Despite intensive negotiations, the

summit ended without an agreement due to disagreements over issues such as the

status of Jerusalem, Palestinian refugees, and Israeli settlements.

Annapolis Conference (2007)

The Annapolis Conference, initiated by US President George W. Bush, brought

together Israeli Prime Minister Ehud Olmert and Palestinian Authority President

Mahmoud Abbas to restart peace negotiations. While both parties reaffirmed their

commitment to a two-state solution, the conference failed to produce a

comprehensive agreement, and talks eventually stalled.

Quartet Roadmap for Peace (2003)

The Quartet Roadmap for Peace, endorsed by the United Nations, United

States, European Union, and Russia, outlined a series of steps to achieve a two-state

solution to the Israeli-Palestinian conflict. However, implementation of the roadmap

was hindered by continued violence and disagreements between the parties.
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Egyptian-Mediated Ceasefire Agreements

Throughout the years, Egypt has played a crucial role in mediating ceasefire

agreements between Israel and Palestinian militant groups, including Hamas. These

agreements aimed to reduce hostilities and provide temporary relief from violence.

However, the underlying issues of the conflict remained unresolved, leading to

recurring cycles of violence.

Arab Peace Initiative (2002)

The Arab Peace Initiative, proposed by the Arab League, offers normalized

relations between Arab states and Israel in exchange for Israel's withdrawal from

occupied territories and the establishment of a Palestinian state with East Jerusalem

as its capital. While initially endorsed by the Arab League, the initiative has faced

challenges in implementation due to ongoing conflict and geopolitical tensions in

the region.

Possible Solutions

● Renewed Diplomatic Efforts: Proposing the resumption of direct negotiations

between Israel and the Palestinian Authority, facilitated by international

mediators, with a focus on addressing core issues such as borders, security,

refugees, and the status of Jerusalem. Emphasizing the importance of

sustained dialogue and mutual trust-building measures could lead to

progress towards a comprehensive peace agreement.

● Regional Cooperation and Confidence-Building Measures: Advocating for

regional cooperation initiatives, such as joint economic projects, water-sharing
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agreements, and cross-border infrastructure development, aimed at fostering

trust and cooperation between Israel and its Arab neighbors. Building on

successful models of regional cooperation in other parts of the world,

delegates could propose concrete steps to promote economic

interdependence and stability in the region.

● Humanitarian Assistance and Reconstruction Efforts: Highlighting the urgent

need for humanitarian assistance and reconstruction efforts in Gaza, focusing

on rebuilding vital infrastructure, providing essential services, and addressing

the socio-economic needs of the population. Delegates could propose

innovative financing mechanisms, such as a Gaza Reconstruction Fund, to

mobilize international support and ensure the effective delivery of aid to those

in need.

● Addressing Root Causes of Conflict: Addressing the underlying drivers of the

Israeli-Palestinian conflict, including socio-economic disparities, political

grievances, and historical injustices, through initiatives promoting education,

cultural exchange, and people-to-people dialogue. By fostering greater

understanding and empathy between Israelis and Palestinians, delegates

could lay the groundwork for long-term reconciliation and peacebuilding

efforts.

● Multilateral Engagement and International Support: Calling for increased

multilateral engagement and international support for peacebuilding efforts in

the Middle East, including the revitalization of the Quartet on the Middle East

and the convening of an international conference on Israeli-Palestinian peace.

By mobilizing broad-based international support, delegates could create

momentum for diplomatic initiatives and facilitate the implementation of

mutually beneficial agreements.
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