
Scratching the Surface



- Block named due to the resemblance to the “V” formation of geese in 
flight.  

- Block was used for the Underground 
Railroad during the Civil War, along with 
other blocks such as the log cabin and 
the bears paw.  Some say the direction 
of the “arrows” pointed the way to food, 
water, supplies and shelter.

- The finished size of the block is 2 times the height (2 x 4, 3 x 6)



Important information about block construction:

- Choice of construction method

- Accuracy in cutting fabric and seam allowances

- Choice of tools such as rulers and other materials

- Contrasting colors for geese and sky fabrics



Methods of Block Construction:

- Foundation paper piecing



Methods of Block Construction:
- One at a time

Half square triangles

Two patch Four patch Eight Patch

If piecing accuracy is an issue, squares can be cut 1/8” larger and 
trimmed to size after cutting blocks apart.

(size charts from www.treasurie.com)



Methods of Block Construction:

- One at a time

Strips of fabric – fabric strip should be cut at the height of the unfinished 
block (i.e., 2x4 finished, 2-1/2 x 4-1/2 unfinished, strip should be 2-1/2” 
wide.  This method works best with the use of a special ruler.

Rectangle and two squares cut away – rectangles cut ½” larger than 
finished size; squares are cut at the height of the rectangle block

One seam method – requires the same starting blocks as the cut away method



Methods of Block Construction:

- Multiples at one time

No waste method – makes 4 at a time.  This method requires a large square 
and four small squares

Size chart taken from 
www.quiltingjetgirl.com



Methods of Block Construction:

- Multiples at one time

Stripology Ruler– makes 4 at a time.  This method requires a large square 
and a smaller square.  This method does create a little bit of waste fabric.

This method can be found in the 
“Master Your Stripology Rulers”, written 

by the creator, Gudrun Erla.



Tools used in Block Construction:

- Foundation papers

- Specialty Rulers

- Strip Rulers

- Quilting Easy Angle and Companion Angle created by EZ Quilting

- Essential Triangle Tool created by Bonnie Hunter



Tools used in Block Construction:

- Specialty Rulers (continued)
- Trimming Rulers



Tools used in Block Construction:

- Specialty Rulers (continued)
- Other



Demonstrations:

- No Waste Method



Demonstrations:

- No Waste Method



Demonstrations:

- No Waste Method



Demonstrations:

- No Waste Method



Demonstrations:

- One Seam Method – starts with same blocks as cut-away method



Demonstrations:

- Strip Method



Demonstrations:

- Stripology Method



Demonstrations:

- Stripology Method



How to use Flying Geese blocks in quilts:



How to use Flying Geese blocks in quilts:
From the Carol Bryer Fallert website photo gallery



Websites for free blocks/patterns:

Thank You


