Ch ristmas
Crib

The Chrisimas crib features all the figures in
the Nativity, which can be displayed and
enjoyed every year. The slanding figures are
made in the same basic way, beginning with a
thin tapered body shape which has a cireular
cardboard base. The outer garments, sleeves
efc are then added to the basic shape. Many of
these ftems are the same on several figures
and basic instructions for these are given after
the instructions for the basic figure. Mary is a
seated figure, requiring a separate set of
instructions. You should begin by referring to
the insitructions for the figure you are about to
make.

Measurements: Basic standing figures —
20cm [8in] high; Mary — 14cm [5%/2in] high;
sheep — 7cm [23/4in] long from nose to tail.
Materials: 3mm [No 11, USA 2] knitting
needles; cardboard; small amount of stuffing
for each figure; oddments of yarn.

Safety note: The Christmas crib figures are
intended for display and should not be made
as playthings for young children.

Attaching the pieces: When sewing the
various pieces to the basic figures, use
ordinary matching sewing threads for a neat
finish. Alternatively, split double knitting yarn
to get a finer strand. Sew on pieces with the
minimum of stiiches.

Basic figure
This is the same for all the standing figures.

Begin at lower edge of body and using colour
required caston 24 sis.

1st row: (K1, inc K wise into next st) to end
— 36 sis. Beginning with a P row, continue in
st-st *x.

Woerk 21 rows.

Fk Shape hody

MNext row: K8, K2iog, K16, K2tog, K8 — 34 sts.
St-s1 9 rows.

Next row: K8, K2tog, K14, K2tog, K8 — 32 sis.
St-st 9 rows.

Next row: [waistine] K8, K2tog, K12, K2tog,
K8 — 30 sts.
St-st 9 rows.
Next row: K8, K2tog, K10, K2tog, K8 — 28 sts.
- St-st 6 rows.
ﬁea for neck
“Mext row: (P2tog) to end — 14 sts.
Break oif yarn and join on colour required for
neck and head. St-st 4 rows for neck.
Inc for head

Mext row: Ks inc K wise into next 4 sts, K& —
18 sts.

Si-st 7 rows.

Break off yamn and join on colour required for
hair.

St-st 2 rows.

Next row: (K2{og) to end — 9 sis. B & T tightly.

To make up

Qversew row ends together, leaving a gap in
‘seam In upper portion of bady. This seam will
be at cenire back of the figure. Turn right side
out.
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For the base cut a 6cm [2%/&in] diameter circls
of cardboard. The base should be quite rigid,
50 glue two or more thicknesses of cardboard
together if necessary, Push the base inside the
cast on edge of body. Ease the cast on edge
into position round edge of base, so that about
six knitted rows of the body are turned aver
onto the underside of base.

tuff the lower portion of figure below the first
body shaping row, keeping it the same size
and shape as cardboard base. Continue
stuffing bedy, forming a slightly tapered shape.
Stuff head. Stuff neck lightly. Oversew gap in
body seam.

To shape neck, use matching yarn to gather
iightly round the first kniited row of neck.
Repeat with last knitted row of neck. Now wind
matching yarn tightly round and round the
neck then knot ends, Sew ends into neck. Hold
onto the base and smooth the figure upwards
so that body is quite upright and not bending
over in any direction. The figure should now
measure 20cm [8in] from base to top of head.

Eyes

Mark the eye positions with pins, 7 knitted rows
above the head inc row [saving 2 clear knitted
sts between the pins. Using black yarn, work a
small vertical back-stitch below one marked
position. Work another back-stitch at same
position. Repeat for the other eye.

Nose _ _

Ué.e yam to match face. Siarting between the
eyes work a vertical back-stitch downwards,
making the stitch a little longer than the
eye stitches. Work two more loose back-
stifches at same position, so that the nose
protrudes *%%.

Basic sash

Using colour required cast on 36 sts. St-st 3
rows, then cast off. Place sash around waist of
figure and oversew row ends together at
centre back.

Basic gown

Begin at neck edge and using coiour required
caston 14 sis.

st row. Inc K wise |ntu avery s5t—28 sts.
Begh shaping -

1ist row: K2, P to lastzstsﬂ

2nd row: K.

ard row: K2, P 1o last 2 sts, K2.

4th rows: {KS m) twice, K 1o last 12 sts, (m1, K6)
twice — 32 sis.

Repeat these four rows 5 more times — 52 sts.

Continue in st-st, but K the first 2 sts and fast
2 sts on every P row as before.

St-st 32 rows, or until the gown is 1cm [3/ain]
shotter than basic figure measuring from neck
to base; ending with a K row. G-st 4 rows,
then cast off.

To block the kni tted piece

Wet ihe piece thoroughly, then squeeze out
excess moisture in a towel. Place the gown on
the basic figure with P side of si-st outside.
Smooth it around the figure with the g-st edges
almesi meeting at the front. The cast on edge
should be around the neck and cast off edge
should be level with base.

Now push pins straight through the front g-st
edgeas and Into the figure at intervals — you will
need about 8 pins to each border. Leave until

the gown is completely dry, then remove it
from the figure. Refer to the instructions for
each figure for sewing the gown in place,
noting that K side of st-stis the rightside.

Basic sleeves
Make two alike.

Begin at lower edge and using colour requ:red
cast on 20 sts. G-st 2 rows.

Beginning with a K row, continue in st-st.

Dec 1 st at each end of next and every
following 4th row until 14 sts remain.

St-st 17 rows.

Next row: (K2tog) to end — 7 sts. B & T tightly,

Qversew row ends of each sleeve together.
Turn right side out. The sleeve seam should
run down the centre of the sleeve piece,
forming the underarm seam. Push a little
stuffing inside the upper portions of sleeves.

Mote: For the Wise man in green, the sleaves
ara sewn to the basic figure. For all the other
figures, the sleeves are sewn on after adding
the gown.

Pin the top edges of the sleeves to sides of the
figure 1cm [¥/sin] below the neck. Now sew 2cm

[?/4in] of the upper sections of the sleeves to the

figure. When figure is wearing a gown, sew
through gown and into figure when sewing
sleeves in place.

Basic hands
Make two alike. v

Using colour to match head, cast on 6 sis
loosely. St-st 12 rows. B & T tightly, for end of
hand.

With K side of st-st outside, oversew row ends
of each hand together. Stuff hands, then
oversew across cast on sts. Push these ends of
hands inside lower edges of sleeves at position
shown in the illustration of ihe figure you are
making. Leave half of the length of the hand
pieces protruding. Make sure that the hand
seams are facing inwards against the figure.

Sew lower edges of sleeves to hands.

Basic beard

Begin at lower edge and using colour to match
hair cast on 2 sts. Work in g-st throughotit.

Inc 1 st at each end of first and every following

‘row until there are 14 sts.

G-5t 4 rows.
Next row: K1, (K2tog) 6 times, K1 — 8 sts.
Cast off.

Pin cast off edge to face under the nose,
curving up slightly to each side of head. Sew to
face just below the cast off edge. Catch row
ends to sides of face where they touch.

The Three Wise Men

Green figure

Basic figure

Using dark blue work as given for basic figure
as far as *. Now work in stripes as follows,
breaking and joining colours as necessary.

Work 11 rows dark blue, 4 green; 2 dark blue,
2 green and 2 dark blue.

Continue in green and work as given for basic
figure from #*%* to **%, using light pink for
neck and head and black for hair.

Using light green, work running stitches *
through the knitted sts around the stripes at

lower edge of body, as shown in the

illustration. :

Sash, sleeves and hands

Add basic sash using dark blue. Make basic
slesves, using dark blue for the g-st rows and
green for remainder. Sew sleeves to sides of
basic figure. Add basic hands using light pink.

Gown

Using light green make basic gown, but work
2 extra rows of st-st before working the g-st
border at lower edge. After blocking the knitted
piece, use double dark blue yarn to work a line
of running stitches along each front g-st
border as shown in the illustration.
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Place gown on the figure and catch row ends
- of cast oh edge together at centre front under
the chin. Catch row ends of lower g-st border
to figure as shown in the illustration.

Beard

Using black make basic beard and sew in
place.

Head-dress

Main piece

Begin at back lower edge and using light blue
cast on 2 sts. Work in g-st throughout.

Inc 1 st at beginning of first and every following
row until there are 30 sis,

Next row: Inc in first st, K10, (inc in next st, K1)
4 times, K11 — 35 sis.

Inc. 1 st al beginning of next and every
following row until there are 44 sts.

Next row: K7, (K2tog, K5) 5 times, K2 — 39 sts.
G-st 2 rows. Cast off, for face edge.

Piace the piece on head as illustrated. Caich
ends of cast off edge lo figure at the front.

Top piece

Using two strands of light green together,

begin at lower edge and casi on 24 sts.

Beginning with-a P row, st-st 2 rows using
~ double yarn. :

Break off light green and join on one strand of

dark blue. :

Beginning with a K row, st-st 6 rows.

Next row: (K1, K2tog) to end — 16 sts.
G-st 2 rows.

Next row: (P2tog) fo end — 8 sis. B & T tighily.

Oversew row ends together and turn right side
out. Put a little stuffing inside and place on
head as illustrated. Sew to_head through th
first knitted row of dark blue. 7

The gift

Begin at lower edge and using red cast on 28
sts. Continue in g-st and note that first row is
wrong side. Work in siripes as follows,
breaking and joining colours as necessary.

Warl 1 row gold, 5red, 1 gold and 1 red.
Continue in red.

Next rew: Cast off 14 sts, K to end — 14 sts.
G-st 3 rows on remaining 14 sls, then cast off.
Starting at the longest set of row ends, roll up

the knitted strip tightly and secure with pins.
Sew all row ends in place.

Bend the arms at the elbow position, so that

the hands point forwards. Sew gift to the
hands.

Red figure

Basic figure

Using dark red work as given for basic figure
as far as #. Work 9 rows. Join on pink and
confinue in two-row stripes of pink and dark
red alternately. Work 12 more rows.

Continue in dark red and work as given for
basic figure from #% to %%, using beige for
neck and head and white for hair.

Using purple, work back-stitches round lower

edge of body &t the upper edge of each pink
stripe.

Sash
Add basic sash using pink.

Gown

Using red make basic gown. Place gown on
the figure and catch row ends of cast on edge
together at centre front under the chin.

Sleeves and hands:

Make basic sleeves using pink for the g-st rows
and dark red for remainder. Sew sleeves to
sides of figure. Add basic hinds using beige.

Shoulder pieces [make two alike]

Using red cast on 4 sts. Workin g-stand inc 1 st
at beginning of every row until there are 14 sis.
Gi-st 2 rows. ;

Next row: K2, (K2tog) 5 times, K2 — 9 sts.
Cast off.

Placa the pieces on sheulders, with centres of
cast off edges close to neck edge of the gown.

Sew cast off edges in place,

Beard

Using white make basic beard and sew in
place.

Head-dress

Top piece

Using purple cast on 24 sts. St-si 2 rows.
Shape top

1st row: (K2, K2tog) to end — 18 sts.

2nd and every following aliernate row: P.
<rd row: (K1, K2tog) to end— 12 sts.

5ith rows: (K2iog) to end — 6 sts.

7th row: (K21og) to end — 3 sts,

B & T tightly. .

Oversew row ends together and turn right side

out. Push in a litfle stuffing. Place on back of

head and pin, but do not sew to head at this
stage.

Main piece
Using red cast on 14 sts and st-st 2 rows.
Join on purple.

St-st 42 more rows, working in iwo-row stripes
of purple and red altemnately. Cast off P wise.
Join cast on and cast off edges and tum right
side out. Allow the two sets of row ends to curl
inwards toward each other. Gatch together to
held in place. With this sewn portion on the
inside against the head, place the piece on
head with seam at centre back. The piece
should overlap and cover the cast on edge of
the purple top piece.

Now remove the main piece. Sew cast on edge
of top piece to head, then sew main piece in
place.

The gift
Using gold cast on 10 sts.

St-s1 7 rows but K the first and last st on every
P row. £

Continue in g-st and work 32 rows. Cast off.
Starting at the cast off edge roll the strip up
tightly making sure that right side of st-st
section is outside. Sew cast an edge in place.

Use brown to work a small chain stitch at
centre of the cast on edge.

Bend arms and sew gift to hands as for the
Green figure.

Yellow figure

Basic figure

Using orange work as given for basic figure as
far as +*.

Work in stripes as follows, breaking and joining
colours as necessary.

Work 11 rows orange, 2 dark orange, 6 gold
and 2 dark orange.

Continue in crang-e and work as given for
baslie figure from %% to k%%, using fawn for
neck and head and black for hair.

Using light yellow, work back-stitches round
lower edge of body at the upper and lower
edges of the dark orange stripes, as
illustrated,

Sash

Add basic sash using dark orange.

Gown

Using yellow make basic gown. After blocking
the knitted piece, use dar!( orange yarn to
work a line of oversewing stitches just outside
the centre front g-st edges.

Place gown on the figure and catch row ends’

of cast on edge together at centre front under
chin.

Sleeves and hands

Make basic sleeves using yellow. Using dark
orange, work oversewing stitches along the
top edge of g-st border on each sleeve. Sew
sleeves to sides of figure. Add basic hands
using fawn.

Beard

Using black make basic beard and sew in
place.
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Head-dress

Main piece

Using light yellow make the main piece as
given for Shepherd's head cloth as far as *
[this page]. G-st 4 rows, then cast off for face
edge. Place on head as illustrated. Catch ends
of cast off edge together, then catch to front of
figure as illustrated.

Top piece

Begin at lower edge. Using double dark
orange yarn cast on 24 sis. :
Break off one strand and continue in singls
yam.

G-st 2 rows.

Break off dark orange and join on gold.
Beginning with a K row, si-st 3 rows.

Work picot edge

Next row: K2iog, (ymn, K2tog) to end — 23 sts.
Beginning with a K row, st-st 3 rows. Cast off.

Oversew row ends together. Fold down the
st-st section at the picot edge. Catch cast off
edge fo the g-st. Turn right side out. Place on
head with seam at centre back. Sew cast on
edge 1o head.

The gift

Begin at lower edge and using dark blue cast

. 0n 34 sts.

G-st 2 rows.

Baginning with a K row, st-st 3 rows.

G-st 2 rows.

Next row: Cast off 28 sts, K to end — 6 sls.
Break off dark blue and join on gold.

K 1 row on remaining 6 sts. Cast off.

With right side of st-st outside and starting at
the longest set of row ends, roll up the strip
tightly. Secure with pins. Sew row ends in
place, '

Bend arms and sew gift to hands as for the
Green figure.

Joseph

Make basic figure using fawn for bod_y. light
pink for neck and head and brown for hair.
Add basic sash using grey.

Use light grey for basic gown. Place gown on
the figure and catch row ends of cast on edge
together at centre front under the chin. Make
basic sleeves fo match gown and sew sleevas
to sides of figure. Add basic hands using light
pink. Add basic beard to match hair.

Catch the arms to figure in positions as
illustrated,

Main hair piece

Begin at one side face edge and using brown
to match beard cast on 11 sts.

G-st 2 rows and inc 1 st at each end of both
rows — 15 sts.

Begin shaping :
1st row: (K2tog) twice, P9, turn.
2nd row: Slip first st P wise, then K to end.

3rd row: Inc K wise into first 2 sts, P to end —
15 sts.

4th row: K.

Repeat these four rows 5 more times.
G-st 2 rows and dec 1 st at each end of both
rows — 11 sis. Cast off P wise.

Gather along the shorfesi set of row ends, pull
up tightly and fasten off. With P side of st-st
outside, place on the head, with gathers at top
of head as illustrated. Catch to top of head.
Catch the cast on and cast off edges o sides
of face.

Shepherds

Note: Use subdued colours or méedy mixiures
for the shepherds as shown in the illustration.

Make and assemble all pieces as given for
Joseph, but do not add the separate knitted
hair pisce. :

Arrange the shepherds’ arms as shown in the
illustration then catch to figure to hold in place.

Head cloth

Begin at back lower edgé and using cream
cast on 2 sts. Work in g-st throughout.

Inc 1 st at beginning of first and every following
row until there are 20 sts.

Mext row: Inc in first si, K5, (inc in next s,
K1) 4 times, K6 — 25 sis, 4

Inc 1 st at beginning of next and every
following row until there are 34 sts.

Next row: Inc in first st, K5, (K2tog, K5) 4 times
— 31 sts %,

Inc 1 st at beginning of next and every
following row until there are 35 sts.

Cast off, for face edge.

Place cloth on the head as illustrated. Catch
ends of cast off edge to front of figure. Catch
cast on edge to back of figure.

Make a 15¢m [6in] double twisted cord,
knotting both ends. Trim close to the knots. Pin
centre of cord-to head cloth at front, just
behind cast off edge. Continue pinning to form
a circle on the head, crossing ends of cord
over at back of head. Calch cord to head as
pinned, leaving tail-ends of cord hanging
down at back.

Staff

You will need an ordinary plastic drinking
straw about 3mm [Vein] in diameter, plus a
small ball of brown yarn.

Use a darning needle to pass the yarn end
through the straw about 3mm [/sin] away from
one end. Pull yarn through and leave a long
tail-end of yarn. Now wind yarn off the ball
round and round the straw to within 3mm [Yein]
of the other end. Break yarn leaving a long tail-
end and sew it through the straw as before.
Fold down 1cm [#/sin] at one end of the straw
and bind this section tightly to the straw with
the tail-end of yam. Sew the yam end into the
siraw a few times to secure. Repeat with the
other end of the straw.

Sew staff to hand or in the crook of one arm |
as show in the illustration.

Sheep'

Mote: Use cream for all the knitted pieces.

Rody

Begin at back and cast on 12 sts.
P 1 row.

Next row: Inc K wise into every st — 24 sts.
Beginning with a P row, st-st 17 rows.

Next row: (K2tog) toend — 12 sts. B & T tightly.

Noting that P side of st-st is right side,
oversew row ends together. This seam will run
underneath the body. Turn right side out and
stuff. Gather round cast on sts, pull up tightly
and fasten off.
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Legs [maks two pieces alike]

The following knitted strip makes one pair of
legs.

Begin at top edge and cast on 19 sts.

1st row: K8, P1, Ko.

2nd row: P9, K1, P9.

Repeat these two rows ongce, then first row
once.
Cast off.

Starting at one set of row ends and with K side
of st-st outside, roll up the stiip very tightly as
far as the centre line of sts. Catch rolled-up
section to centre sis. Roll up and sew the other
set of row ends in same way. Sew onhe pair of
legs under body at front and the other pair
under body at back.

Head

Begin at top edge and cast on 14 sts. P 1 row.
Next row: K4, inc K wise info next 6 sts, K4 —
20 sts.

Join on another strand of cream yam. Using
double yarn and beginning with a P row, st-st
3 rows.

Break oif one strand and continue in single
yarn.

K1 row.

Dec for face

Mext row: K2, (K2tog) 8 fimes, K2 — 12 sts.
Beginning with a P row, si-st 3 rows and dec
1 stat each end of 3rd row — 10 sis.

St-st 2 more rows.

Next row: (K2tog) to end — 5 sts.
B & T tightly.

Noting that K side of st-st on face is right side,
oversew.row.ends together. Turn right side out
and stuff. Leave casi on edge open. Note that
the oversewn seam will run underneath the
head.

Eyes and nose

Work the stitches in black, starting and
fastening off in siuffing at open cast on edge.
For one eye work a small back-stitch, 2 knitted
rows down the st-st face section. Work again
over the first back-stitch. For:oiher eye repeat
in the adjacent st. At end of face work a small
V—shapa for nose.

Push a little more stuffing |n5|de head to cover
black yam ends. Gather round cast on sts, pull
‘up tightly and fasten off; Pin the seam [at
section of head which was ‘worked in double

-yarry, to front of body above the B & T sts. Sew
head to body as pinned.

Ears [make two alike]
Cast on 5 sts.
1st row: K3, tum.

2nd row: Slip first st K wise,P to end.
Cast off P wise.

Gather up longest set of row ends. Pin these
edges to section of head worked in double
yarn, at sidss of head. Make sure that K side of
st-st faces forwards. Sew ears in place as
pinned.

Tail
Work tail as for ears. Sew to back of body

above the gathered cast on sts, with P side of
st-st outside,
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Mary
Skirt

Begin at lower edge and using blue cast on
32 sts.

1st row: (K1, inc K wise into next st) to end —
48 sts.

Beginning with a P row, continue in st-st and
work 25 rows.

Shal_aa knee section of shirt

1st row: K13, (K2tog) 4 times, K8, (K2tog) 4
times, K13 — 40 sis,

2nd and every following alternate row: P.
3rd row: K‘H (K2tog) 3 tlmes K8, (K2tog)
3 times, Ki1 — 34 sts.

5th row: K10, (K2tog) twice, K6, {Ketog) twice,
K10—30 sts.

Tth row: K9, {Kzing) 6 times, K9 — 24 sts,
Sth rew: K9, (K2tog) 3 times, KD — 21 sts.
Cast off, for waist edge.

Oversew row ends together and tum right side
out. For the base cut an Bem [3in] diameter
circle of cardboard, making sure it is rigid as

for the standing figures. Push it inside the cast

on edge of skirt in same way as for basic
standing figure. Stuff skirt through the waist
edge, keeping it the same size as base as faras
the knee shaping. Gontinue stuffing but keep
the knee shaping section as flat as possible.

Skirt hem

Begin at lower edge and using blue to maich
skirt cast on 60 sts.

G-st 3 rows. Cast off. Oversew row ends
together. Place round lower edge of skirt with
seain at back. Sew cast off edge to skm‘_

Bodice and head

Begin at waist edge and using blue 1o match
skirt cast on 26 sts. St-st 6 rows.

Next row: K6, K2iog, K10, K2tog, K6 — 24 sts.
St-st 3 rows.

Dec for neck .

Next row: (K2tog) to end — 12 sts.

Break off blue and join on light pink.

St-st 3 rows for neck.

Ine for head _

Next row: K4, inc K wise into next 4 sts, K4 —
16 sts.

St-st 7 rows.

Break off light pink and join on brown for hair.
St-st 2 rows.

Next row: (K2tog) to end — 8 sts.

B & T tightly.

QOversew row ends together and tumn right side

out. Stuff head, then stuif neck lightly. Stuff -

badice. Pin cast on edge of bodice to skirt, with
bodice edge just overlapping waist edge of
skirt. Make sure also that the oversewn skirt
and bodice seams are in line. Sew bodice in
place as pinned.

Shape the neck in same way as for the other

figures.

_excess moisture in a towel.

Face

Mark the eye positions and work one back-
stitch for each eye, as for the other figures.
Mark centre of mouth with a pin, 4 knitted rows
abave the head inc row. Using two strands of

red sewing thread, work a small V-shape for

mouth with lower point of the V at marked
position. Work once again over the first mouth
stitches.

Sleeves jmaks two alike]

Begin at lower edge and using blue to match
bodice cast on 16 sts.

G-st 2 rows.

Beginning with a K row, continue in st-st and
work 2 rows.

Dec 1 st at each end of next and every
following alternate row until 10 sts remain.
St-st 15 rows.

Next row: (K2tog) to end — 5 sts. B & T tightly.

Meke up and sew sleeves to bodice as given
for the ather figures. Using light pink add
hands as for the other figures also, but push
them a little further inside the sleeves. Bend
arms at the elbow position and catch hands to
skirt as shown in the illustration.

‘Head-dress

Begin at top edge and us]ng white cast on
8 sts.

ist row: K2, inc K wise into next 4 sts, K2 —
12 sts.

Begin shaping

1st row: K2, P to last 2 sis, K2.

2nd row: K3, mi, K to last 3 sts, m1, K3 —
14 sis.

Repeat these two rows until there are 50 sts.
St-st 14 more rows, but K the first 2 sts and last
2 sts on every P row as before.

G-st 4 rows, then cast off.

To block the knitted piece

Wet the piece thoroughly , then squeeze out
Fold the piece,
bringing front g-st edges together. Pin these
edges 1o an ironing board covered with a
towel, stretching the inc shaping rows slightly.
Leave to dry. Place on the figure as illustrated.
Catch to head and sides of face. Catch ends
of cast off edge to skirt hem.

Manger

Long sides and base
[knitted in one piece]
Use double yarn in two different shades of

brown. Begin &t top of one long side plece and
cast on 18 sts,

G-st 18 rows. This completes one side piece.
Comimence hase

Beginning with a K row, st-st 13 rows.

This completes the base.

Commence other side piece
G-st 18 rows, then cast off,

End pieces [make two alike]

Use double yamn as befors. Begin at top edge
and cast on 12 sis.
* G-st 4 rows.

Next rew: K1, K2tog, K to last 3 sts, K2tog, K1 —
10 sts,

Repeat from + — 8 sts.

G-st 6 more rows, then cast off.

To make up )
Oversew the cast off edges of end pieces to

-row ends of the st-st base as shown in the

diagram. Now bring the adjacent row ends of
long side pieces and end pieces together as
shown by the arrows in the diagram. Oversew
them together on the outside.

Straw piece

Using light yellow cast on 30 sts and st-st 30
rows.
Cast ofi.

With P side of st-st outside oversaw row ends
together leaving a gap at centre of seam. With
this seam at centre of cast on and cast off
edges, oversew across these edges. Stuff
lightly but leave a hollow depression at centre
of the stufied shape. Oversew gap in seam.
Place in manger with seam against base.

‘Baby

Body

Using white begin at lower edge and cast on 8
sts loosely.

1st row: Inc K wise into every st — 16 sts.
Beginning with a P row, st-st 13 rows.

Next row: (K2tog) to end — 8 sts.

B & T loosely. :

With K side of st-st oufside, oversew row ends
together for centre back seam.

Push a litlle stuffing inside. With seam at centre
of cast on edge, oversew across cast on sts.

Head

Using light pink cast on 5 sts and st-st 6 rows
for neck.

Next row: Inc K wise into every st — 10 sts.
Beginning with a P row, st-st 5 rows for head.
B & T loosely.

With K side of st-st ouiside, oversew row ends
together. Stuff head, then pull up length’of yam
tightly at top of head and fasten off.

Push the neck right inside B & T sts of the body,
matching seams on both pieces. Pull up length
of yarn tightly and fasten off.

e

ark eye positions with pins, 3 knitted rows
above inc row, placing pins at centres of
adjacent sts. Split a length of black yarn to get
a finer strand, then work a tiny vertical back-
stitch at each eye position. For hair, use brown
and work three small stitches on forehead,
starting at gathered top of head.

Head covering

Begin at face edge and using whute cast on
22 sis.

1st row: K10, inc K wise into next 2 sts, K10 —
24 sis.

Beaginning with a P row sit-st 4 rows and dec 1 st
at each end of every row — 16 sis.

Next row: P4, (P2tog) 4 times, P4 — 12 sts.
Cast off.

Fold cast off edge in half and oversew across
cast off sts. ;

Turn right side out. Place on baby’s head and
catch ends of cast on edge to body at front.

Place baby in the hollow on straw piece.

Blanket

Using white cast on 24 sts and g-st 2 rows.
Beginning with a K row, st-st 12 rows, but K the
first 2 sts and last 2 sts on every P row.

Commence shaping

Continue in st-st, keeping the two K sts correct
at beginning of all P rows only.

Dec 1 st at beginning of every K row and end of
every P row until 9 sts remain.

G-st 2 rows, then cast off.

Note that the shaped edge is the top edge of
blanket.

Place blanket over manger as illustrated.
Gatch to the straw piece and fo sides and end
of manger.
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