Something Fishy- a film from the English planning website, Literacy Shed. AND LINKED ART IDEAS!!!
Ms. Miller.
Here is the film link:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iiVkDMLh81w ( don’t let the children see it in full until the end of day one.)
The aim of the attached work is to gather ideas for writing a story and then to write the story based on the video above. Please do not feel pressured to create an absolute masterpiece- the aim is to let the children write and to give you some ideas to generate writing along the same lines as we create pieces in school. Above all, it’s meant to be fun! The sheets can be printed off or written directly on to on the computer.
	Day one- discussion and predictions.

Objective: In school, we would immerse the children in the film first and have lots of discussion about the film and the possibilities it may hold, drawing on the children’s prior knowledge. 

 Make predictions- before watching the film, discuss the title of the film. What do the children think might happen? Where might the film be set? Who/ what might be in the film?

Watch the film up to 13 seconds. Where is the girl? Draw on children’s past experience- have they ever been to a launderette? Is it anything like they’d predicted? What is the girl doing? How is the girl feeling? How do we know this? 

Watch on to 15 seconds. What makes the girl look up? Describe the light. Where is the light coming from?
23/24 seconds- why is the girl looking around her? What is she going to do? How is she feeling at this point? What would they do if they were the girl?

35 seconds- what should have happened when she opened the washing machine door? What is the girl going to do? What would they do?
 Watch up to 1.17- what are all the washing machine creatures made out of? What are they pretending to be? What else might have made good sea/washing machine creatures?
Discuss – is the girl safe? In any danger?
Watch up to 1.24. Should she have gone after the fish sock? What’s that in the back ground? 
 Watch up to 1.52- discuss the change in music and the girl’s emotions.
Watch up to 2.05. Would they touch the jeans? What might happen if they touch them?
Watch to the end- did they expect the owner of the jeans to be a shark?


	Day two- gathering ideas about the main character.

Objective: It’s really important to explore character in order to write about them later on.

Focus on the character of the little girl. Give her a name. See the attached sheet “Day two- gathering ideas about the main character.” On the attached sheet, write words to describe how she felt at different stages of the film.


	Day three- gathering ideas about the setting.
Objective: We spend a lot of time looking at the different settings in a film/ story, as the setting hugely effects the story and the way characters feel.

See the attached sheet “Day three- the Launderette” and “Day three – inside the washing machine.” Around each setting, write words the children would use to describe the setting. On a piece of paper, design your own washing machine under the sea setting.


	Day four- writing excellent sentences.

Objective: We try really hard to encourage the children to write sentences using powerful vocabulary, description and age appropriate grammatical features such as fronted adverbials (a phrase at the beginning of a sentence which says when, where or how something happens.) 

On today’s sheet (Day four- writing excellent sentences sheet,) the children have been given an example of a sentence about the main character. They have also been given another sentence starter to write their own sentence about the girl.


	Day five- planning a story.
Objective: Planning is an essential part of any piece of writing. In school, we use a story map, and the children plot the important stages of the story on the map.

Re watch the film and discuss the important stages of the story with your child.
Please see the attached sheet “Day five planning a story” with an example of what to do and spaces to add your own stages of the story.

	Day six and seven- using all our ideas to write a story.

Objective: The children then use all the ideas- the description of the setting, the description of the main character, the sentences they wrote on day four and the story plan to write their own story.

Please see the attached “Day seven story board,” which will hopefully give you enough space to write the story. The beginning and end have been written for you. In that story, the girl is called Sophie, but please feel free to change the name of the girl. Any story will be brilliant! Please just let your children write!! They may need to talk about what they want to write with you.

	LINKED ART IDEAS. Create your own washing machine fantasy land- doesn’t have to be under the sea.
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Recycle! Turn things in to under sea creatures- even your socks???




[image: ]


[image: ] [image: ]
How to draw youtube videos
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=b1jBX24M-UY     Fish
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mRE94kZnPN8   Great white shark
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=o_DC9SxEyjg  whole ocean scenes.
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