The Abolition Project

What is Slavery?

Slavery refers to a condition in which
individuals are owned by others, who
control where they live and at what
they work. Slavery had previously
existed throughout history, in many
times and most places. The ancient
Greeks, the Romans, Incas and Aztecs all
had slaves.

What does it mean to be a slave or
enslaved person?

To be a slave is to be owned by another
person. A slave is a human being classed |
as property and who is forced to work
for nothing. An enslaved person is a
human being who is made to be a slave. ||
This language is often used instead of
the word slave, to refer to the person
and their experiences and to avoid the
use of dehumanising language.
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What does it mean to be a Chattel
Slave?

A chattel slave is an enslaved person
who is owned forever and whose
children and children's children are
automatically enslaved. Chattel slaves are individuals treated as complete property, to be bought
and sold.

Chattel slavery was supported and made legal by European governments and monarchs. This type of
enslavement was practised in European colonies, from the sixteenth century onwards.



