
ZION EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH PEMBROKE 
THE THIRD SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY 
SUNDAY JANUARY 25 2026 
FRIENDS OF CREATION – FOR LAKE CHAD - CLIMATE AND FOOD FOCUS 
SETTING TWO 
 
HYMN SING 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS (ELW p. 94) 
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
who forgives all our sin, 
whose mercy endures forever. 
Amen. 
 
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom 
no secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your 
Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy 
name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 
Most merciful God, 
we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have 
sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and 
by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, 
Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that 
we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy 
name. Amen. 
 
In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his 
sake God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church 
of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness 
of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 



GATHERING SONG Holy Spirit, Ever Dwelling (ELW 582) 
1 Holy Spirit, ever dwelling 
in the holiest realms of light; 
Holy Spirit, ever brooding 
o'er a world of gloom and night; 
Holy Spirit, ever raising 
those of earth to thrones on high; 
living, life-imparting Spirit, 
you we praise and magnify. 
 
2 Holy Spirit, ever living 
as the church's very life; 
Holy Spirit, ever striving 
through us in a ceaseless strife; 
Holy Spirit, ever forming 
in the church the mind of Christ: 
you we praise with endless worship 
for your gifts and fruits unpriced. 
 
3 Holy Spirit, ever working 
through the church's ministry; 
quick'ning, strength'ning, and absolving, 
setting captive sinners free; 
Holy Spirit, ever binding 
age to age and soul to soul 
in communion never ending, 
you we worship and extol. 
Text: Timothy Rees, 1874–1939, alt. Text : Public Domain.  
 
GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 
 
 
 
 



KYRIE (ELW p. 120) 
 

 
 



THE CANTICLE OF PRAISE (ELW p. 122) 

 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Creator God,  

You have entrusted us to care not only for your creation, but for one another. 
Help us to do your will, to make sustainable choices in our caring for this earth 
you have blessed us with, and help us to always be mindful of how our choices 
impact the health and well-being of others. Amen. 



FIRST READING: Genesis 2:4-9 
A reading from Genesis. 
 
4 These are the generations of the heavens and the earth when they were 
created. In the day that the Lord God made the earth and the heavens, 5 when no 
plant of the field was yet in the earth and no vegetation of the field had yet 
sprung up—for the Lord God had not caused it to rain upon the earth, and there 
was no one to till the ground, 6 but a stream would rise from the earth and water 
the whole face of the ground 7 then the Lord God formed man from the dust of 
the ground and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life, and the man became 
a living being. 8 And the Lord God planted a garden in Eden, in the east, and there 
he put the man whom he had formed. 9 Out of the ground the Lord God made to 
grow every tree that is pleasant to the sight and good for food, the tree of life 
also in the midst of the garden, and the tree of the knowledge of good and evil. 
Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
HYMN We Plow the Fields and Scatter (ELW 681) 
 

1 We plow the fields and scatter 
the good seed on the land, 
but it is fed and watered 
by God's almighty hand, 
who sends the snow in winter, 
the warmth to swell the grain, 
the breezes and the sunshine, 
and soft refreshing rain. Refrain 
 

Refrain 
All good gifts around us 
are sent from heav'n above. 
We thank you, Lord, 
we thank you, Lord, 
for all your love. 

 
 

Text: Matthias Claudius, 1740-1815; tr. Jane M. Campbell, 1817-1878, alt. Text : Public Domain.  
 

 
 

2 You only are the maker 
of all things near and far. 
You paint the wayside flower, 
you light the evening star. 
The winds and waves obey you, 
by you the birds are fed; 
much more to us, your children, 
you give our daily bread. Refrain 

3 We thank you, our creator, 
for all things bright and good, 
the seedtime and the harvest, 
our life, our health, our food. 
No gifts have we to offer 
for all your love imparts, 
but what you most would treasure-- 
our humble, thankful hearts. Refrain 



SECOND READING: Colossians 1:15-18 
A reading from Colossians. 
15 He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation, 16 for in him 
all things in heaven and on earth were created, things visible and invisible, 
whether thrones or dominions or rulers or powers—all things have been 
created through him and for him. 17 He himself is before all things, and in him 
all things hold together. 18 He is the head of the body, the church; he is the 
beginning, the firstborn from the dead, so that he might come to have first 
place in everything. 
Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (ELW p. 124) 
ALLELUIA, ALLELUIA, ALLELUIA, ALLELUIA. 
 

GOSPEL: Matthew 4:12-23 
The holy gospel according to Matthew. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
12 Now when Jesus heard that John had been arrested, he withdrew to 
Galilee. 13 He left Nazareth and made his home in Capernaum by the sea, in the 
territory of Zebulun and Naphtali, 14 so that what had been spoken through the 
prophet Isaiah might be fulfilled: 15 “Land of Zebulun, land of Naphtali, on the 
road by the sea, across the Jordan, Galilee of the gentiles— 16 the people who sat 
in darkness have seen a great light, and for those who sat in the region and 
shadow of death light has dawned.” 17 From that time Jesus began to proclaim, 
“Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near.” 18 As he walked by the Sea 
of Galilee, he saw two brothers, Simon, who is called Peter, and Andrew his 
brother, casting a net into the sea—for they were fishers. 19 And he said to them, 
“Follow me, and I will make you fishers of people.” 20 Immediately they left their 
nets and followed him. 21 As he went from there, he saw two other brothers, 
James son of Zebedee and his brother John, in the boat with their father Zebedee, 
mending their nets, and he called them. 22 Immediately they left the boat and 
their father and followed him. 23 Jesus went throughout all Galilee, teaching in 
their synagogues and proclaiming the good news of the kingdom and curing 
every disease and every sickness among the people. 
The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

 



SERMON 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY Will You Come and Follow Me: The Summons (ELW 798) 
 

1 "Will you come and follow me 
if I but call your name? 
Will you go where you don't know 
and never be the same? 
Will you let my love be shown, 
will you let my name be known, 
will you let my life be grown 
in you and you in me? 
 
2 "Will you leave yourself behind 
if I but call your name? 
Will you care for cruel and kind 
and never be the same? 
Will you risk the hostile stare, 
should your life attract or scare? 
Will you let me answer pray'r 
in you and you in me? 
 
3 "Will you let the blinded see 
if I but call your name? 
Will you set the pris'ners free 
and never be the same? 
Will you kiss the leper clean, 
and do such as this unseen, 
and admit to what I mean 
in you and you in me? 
Text: John L. Bell, b. 1949. Text © 1987 Iona Community, admin. GIA Publications, Inc. All rights reserved. Used by permission. One License #A-728050.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

4 "Will you love the you you hide 
if I but call your name? 
Will you quell the fear inside 
and never be the same? 
Will you use the faith you've found 
to reshape the world around, 
through my sight and touch and sound 
in you and you in me?" 
 
5 Lord, your summons echoes true 
when you but call my name. 
Let me turn and follow you 
and never be the same. 
In your company I'll go 
where your love and footsteps show. 
Thus I'll move and live and grow 
in you and you in me. 



THE APOSTLES' CREED 
LET US CONFESS OUR FAITH USING THE APOSTLES’ CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead.* 

On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
*Or, “he descended into hell,” another translation of this text in widespread use. 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
As God’s beloved children united in Christ, let us pray for the church, the whole 
human community, and the well-being of the earth, our home. 

Holy One, you entrust the message of the cross and the mission of the gospel to 
the church in every land. Guide the newly baptized and deepen the faith of all 
who follow Christ. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
Holy Creator, you lavish creation with splendor, and we praise you for the gift 
of life. Teach us to live as wise stewards, sharing the earth’s resources with all 
inhabitants of this garden planet. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
Holy Judge, your power is love, and you judge the nations by the measure of 
Christ. Free any who are unjustly accused or wrongly condemned. Merciful 
God, 
receive our prayer. 



Holy Lover, you care for vulnerable young children, frail elders, and any who are 
sick (especially Jason, Martha, Rhonda, Heather, Joan, Larry, Garnet, Betty, Karl, 
Elva, Clarence, Eva, Barbara, Inge, Marcella, Kirk, David, Gwen, Jeanette, James, 
Brittany, Jean, Delton, Jean, June, Katie, Viola, Allan, Lorna, Dorothy, Cary, and 
those we name in our hearts and minds)…We pray for all who are affected by 
natural disasters. Provide for their needs and relieve their suffering. Merciful 
God, 
receive our prayer. 
Holy Giver, you gather, forgive, and shape us as disciples of Christ. Nurture in us 
a spirit of patience and respect, that we may love one another as you love us. 
Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
Holy Savior, you free us from the power of death. Lead and guide us until we 
come at last into the communion of all your saints in light. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
Confident that the Holy Spirit receives our prayers and answers us, we 
commend all for whom we pray to God’s loving-kindness made known to us in 
Christ Jesus our Savior. 
Amen. 
 
PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 
 
MEN'S CHOIR - 'The Lord Is My Light'             
By Lillian Bouknight And Paul Gainer 
 
OFFERING In the Bleak Midwinter (ELW 294 verses 1 and 3) 
 

1 In the bleak midwinter, 
frosty wind made moan, 
earth stood hard as iron, 
water like a stone; 
snow had fallen, snow on snow, 
snow on snow, 
in the bleak midwinter, 
long ago. 
Text: Christina Georgina Rossetti, 1830-1894. Text: Public Domain. 

 

3 What can I give him, 
poor as I am? 
If I were a shepherd 
I would bring a lamb; 
if I were a wise man 
I would do my part; 
yet what I can give him-- 
give my heart. 



OFFERING PRAYER 
God of Abundance, 

We lift up farmers whose seasons are shifting and whose soil is tired. Be near 
those around our globe planting in hope despite failed rains and shrinking 
harvests. Bless the hands learning to care for the earth-with methods that heal 
the land, and knowledge sown in the field and shared with the village. May each 
seed planted in hope bear fruit in justice. Guide us in this challenge, to honour 
your creation and feed your people. Amen. 

 
GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 DIALOGUE (ELW p. 129) 

 

 
 
PREFACE (ELW p. 130) 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 
that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
through our Savior Jesus Christ; 
who on this day overcame death and the grave, 
and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. 
And so, with all the choirs of angels, 
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 



HOLY, HOLY, HOLY (ELW p. 130) 

 
THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE (ELW p. 130) 
You are indeed holy, almighty and merciful God. 
You are most holy, 
and great is the majesty of your glory. 
  

You so loved the world that you gave your only Son, 
so that everyone who believes in him may not perish 
but have eternal life. 
  

We give you thanks for his coming into the world 
to fulfill for us your holy will 
and to accomplish all things for our salvation. 
  

In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 



For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, 
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 

Remembering, therefore, his salutary command, 
his life-giving passion and death, his glorious resurrection and ascension, 
and the promise of his coming again, 
we give thanks to you, O Lord God Almighty, 
not as we ought but as we are able; 
we ask you mercifully to accept our praise and thanksgiving 
and with your Word and Holy Spirit to bless us, your servants, 
and these your own gifts of bread and wine, 
so that we and all who share in the body and blood of Christ 
may be filled with heavenly blessing and grace, 
and, receiving the forgiveness of sin, 
may be formed to live as your holy people 
and be given our inheritance with all your saints. 
  

To you, O God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, 
be all honor and glory in your holy church, now and forever. 
Amen, amen. Amen, amen. 

 
LORD’S PRAYER 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 



INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Come to the banquet, for all is now ready. 

 
COMMUNION 
The body of Christ, given for you. 
The blood of Christ, shed for you. 
Amen. 
 
COMMUNION SONG (ELW p. 135) 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; grant us peace. 
 
DISTRIBUTION HYMN Drawn to the Light (ELW 593) 

1 People who walk in darkness have sought 
a light in the heart of the darkest night. 
Just when we thought all would be lost, 
we were drawn to the light of God. 
 
Refrain 
Dawn is in sight! Gone is the night, 
drawn to the light and the morning. 
Glorious and bright, oh, what a sight 
to be drawn to the light of God. 
 
2 How can we tell a heaven from hell 
if ev'ryone dwells in the dark of night? 
Morning dispels, gently compels, 
and we're drawn to the light of God. Refrain 
 
3 Where is the sun? Oh, there will be none! 
The Lamb is the one who is shining bright, 
bids us to come! Life has begun 
when we're drawn to the light of God. Refrain 
Text: John C. Ylvisaker, b. 1937. Text © 1990 John C. Ylvisaker. Used by permission. One License #A-728050.  
 



DISTRIBUTION HYMN Come and Seek the Ways of Wisdom (ACS 971) 
1 Come and seek the ways of Wisdom, 
she who danced when earth was new. 
Follow closely what she teaches, 
for her words are right and true. 
Wisdom clears the path to justice, 
showing us what love must do. 
 
2 Listen to the voice of Wisdom, 
crying in the marketplace. 
Hear the Word made flesh among us, 
full of glory, truth, and grace. 
When the word takes root and ripens, 
peace and righteousness embrace. 
 
3 Sister Wisdom, come, assist us; 
nurture all who seek rebirth. 
Spirit-guide and close companion, 
bring to light our sacred worth. 
Free us to become your people, 
holy friends of God and earth. 
Text: Ruth Duck, b. 1947. Text © 1996 Pilgrim Press. All rights reserved. Used by permission. One License #A-728050.  

 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Let us pray. 
O God, we give you thanks that you have set before us this feast, the body and 
blood of your Son. By your Spirit strengthen us to serve all in need and to give 
ourselves away as bread for the hungry, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
BLESSING 
The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. 
Amen. 
 
 
 



SENDING SONG Let Us Talents and Tongues Employ (ELW 674) 
1 Let us talents and tongues employ, 
reaching out with a shout of joy: 
bread is broken, the wine is poured, 
Christ is spoken and seen and heard. 
 

Refrain 
Jesus lives again, earth can breathe again, 
pass the Word around: loaves abound! 
Jesus lives again, earth can breathe again, 
pass the Word around: loaves abound! 
 

2 Christ is able to make us one, 
at the table he sets the tone, 
teaching people to live to bless, 
love in word and in deed express. Refrain 
 

3 Jesus calls us in, sends us out 
bearing fruit in a world of doubt, 
gives us love to tell, bread to share: 
God (Immanuel) ev'rywhere! Refrain 
Text: Fred Kaan, b. 1929. Text © 1975 Hope Publishing Company. All rights reserved. Used by permission. One License #A-728050.  
 
DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Remember the poor. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
POSTLUDE 
 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Scripture quotations are from the New Revised Standard Version Bible © 1989 Division of Christian Education 
of the National Council of Churches of Christ in the USA. 
 
Liturgy taken from sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright 2025 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted 
by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS026965. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

ATTENDANCE: 

Sunday January 18, 2026, 10:00 am: 51 Living Stones: 16 



ZION ACTIVITIES THIS WEEK: Jan. 26– Feb. 01 2026  

Monday: 8:00 am Pickle Ball 
1:00 pm  Exercise Class 
6:30 pm Pickle Ball 
7:00 pm Music Healing Vets 

Tuesday: 9:30 am Tai Chi 
6:30 pm  Tai Chi 
7:00 pm Men’s Choir 

Wednesday: 11:00 am E.N.G.T  
1:00 pm Exercise Class 
6:15 pm Confirmation Class & Youth Group 
                  Skate Party 
7:00 pm Mixed Choir 

Thursday: 9:30 am Tai Chi 
7:00 pm  Music Healing Vets 

Friday: 10:00 am  Home School Group  
1:00 pm  Exercise Class 

Sunday:         10:00 am Worship Service with Holy 
                   Communion 
6:00 pm Pints with Pastors 

   

TODAY’S SCHEDULED WORSHIP LEADERS 

Presiding Minister:    Scott Schellenberger 
Worship Assistant:  Ellen Vandersleen 
Director of Music:  Blaine Sack  
Sexton:    Hunter Denney 
Projector Operator:      Gerry Vandersleen 
Video Recorder:           Korbin Smith 
Sound Operator:           Brian Smith 
Counters:           Susan Dupuis, Michael Laabs, Tiffany Freeman  
Altar Care:    Sandra Graham  
Ushers:     Kevin Rutz, Ryan Parcher 
Coffee Hour:   Steve & Evelyn Boland 

 



NEWS & ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Please pray for those who are ill, in hospital, or requested special prayers: Jason 
Godin, Martha Kodrzynski,  Rhonda Mau, Heather Miller, Joan Lehman, Larry Blais, 
Garnet Miller, Betty Kuehl, Karl Hausser, Elva Gagne, Clarence Gagne, Eva 
Hagenah, Barbara Schoof, Inge Latiok, Marcella Kuehl, Kirk Weichenthal, David 
Brumm, Gwen Burchart, Jeanette Nevile, James Dean, Brittany, Jean Kuehl, Jean 
Rutz, Delton Felske, June Popke, Katie, Viola Hill, Allan Godin, Lorna Handke, 
Dorothy Scheuneman, Cary Lien. 

If you know of anyone in hospital, in need of a visit or are recently deceased, please 
inform the church 613 732-8792 or Pastor Scott 705 313-0333. 

PASTOR SCOTT & PASTOR SUE WILL BE AT THE BISHOP’S  RETREAT 
FEBRUARY 8 - 12 2026 

SENIOR EXERCISE CLASS Senior Exercise classes on Monday Wednesday and 
Friday at 1:00 pm. Please make sure to tell your friends and we look forward to seeing 
you!  

MIXED & MENS CHOIRS – Men’s Choir on Tuesday’s at 7:00 pm and Mixed 
Choir on Wednesday’s at 7:00 pm. 

CONFIRMATION The Confirmation Class and Youth Group Skate Party is on 
Wednesday January 28st at 6:30 pm at Rotary Park, across from the Pastor’s house. 
Parents are welcome to join! Meet up at Pastor Scott & Pastor Sue’s house, 524 Mary 
Street, Pembroke. Hot chocolate and goodies provided. If you need to borrow skates, 
please let Pastor Scott know. 

ANNUAL MEETING SUNDAY FEBRUARY 22 2026  

AFTER WORSHIP SERVICE 

ANNUAL REPORT 2026  All committees please submit your reports no later than 
Sunday February 8th to the office. If you have any questions or concerns, please 
speak with the Council President. 

FOOD BANK   If you have any egg cartons that you could bring to the church and 
put in the food bank baskets it would be greatly appreciated. Thank you! Debbie 
Sitkiewicz 
CHURCH COUNCIL Your church council is in need of candidates to join church 
council.  Please speak to any council person for more info. If you are interested you 
would be elected or appointed at the annual meeting in February and your term would 
begin in March. 



PINTS WITH THE PASTORS Meet at Finnigan’s Road House, on Sunday, February 
1st at 6:00 pm 

MESSY CHURCH Our next Messy Church will be Monday February 2nd  at 5:30 
pm. Come for food, crafts, games, faith talk, and fun! 

MIRAMICHI LODGE WORSHIP SERVICE will be on Thursday February 5th 
2026 at 11:00 am. 

MORNING SOCIAL Our next Morning Socials will be on Wednesday February 
11th and 25th at 10:00 am. Come for coffee and conversation! 

VALENTINES EXTRAVAGANZA Following worship on Sunday February 15th! 

SHROVE TUESDAY: PANCAKE DINNER Come and Feast before the Fast! 
February 17th, beginning at 5:00 pm, last pancakes served at 6:30 pm.  

ASH WEDNESDAY SERVICE with Imposition of Ashes Wednesday February 
18th  at 7:00 pm 

SOUP AND SANDWICH DINNERS On Wednesday nights during Lent beginning  
February 25th at 5:30 pm.  

OFFERINGS 
Thank you for your generosity! If you are interested in leaving an offering for the ministry of the 
church you can do it three ways: 1.) Place it in the offering plates at either of the church sanctuary 
doors.   2.) You can also transfer a donation to the church by sending a gift via e-transfer 
to zionoffice@nrtco.net. Please be sure to leave an address.   3.) Through Pre-authorized Giving 
(PAR) where an amount is automatically debited from your account each month. If you would like 
church envelopes or to sign up for PAR, please contact the church office at 613-732-8792. 

 

 

 

 

CONTACT INFORMATION Rev. Scott Schellenberger & Rev. Sue Nevile Cell: 705-313-0333(Pr. Scott) Cell: 905-441-3283 (Pr. 
Sue) sschellenberger@hotmail.com&suebird98@hotmail.com Zion Evangelical Lutheran Church 454 Miller Street, Pembroke, ON 
K8A 5Z4 Office: 613-732-8792 


