
ZION EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH PEMBROKE 
 

THE THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
 

SUNDAY DECEMBER 14 2025 
 

EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN WORSHIP SETTING ONE 
 
PRELUDE 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, 
whose home is heaven and earth, 
whose salvation is sure. 
Amen. 
 
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

Long-expected God, 

we confess that we look to ourselves for the peace and security only you 
can provide. We reach for swords and spears, reluctant to release our grip 
on the ways of war. We become impatient while waiting and weary of 
keeping awake. Free us from self-reliance, and teach us to live in harmony 
with our neighbors. Increase our trust in God’s timing, and awaken us to 
your advent among us, that we may abound in the hope you have 
promised. Amen. 
 
God judges us not as we deserve, but according to God’s own righteousness. 
+ You are freed and forgiven, saved by grace, 
and ready to welcome the Savior. 
Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 



GATHERING SONG O Come, O Come, Emmanuel (ELW 257 vs. 1-2, 5-7) 
 

1 O come, O come, Emmanuel, 
and ransom captive Israel, 
that mourns in lonely exile here 
until the Son of God appear. 
 
Refrain 
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 
shall come to you, O Israel. 
 
2 O come, O Wisdom from on high, 
embracing all things far and nigh: 
in strength and beauty come and stay; 
teach us your will and guide our way. Refrain 
 
5 O come, O Key of David, come, 
and open wide our heav'nly home; 
make safe the way that leads on high, 
and close the path to misery. Refrain 
 
6 O come, O Dayspring, come and cheer; 
O Sun of justice, now draw near. 
Disperse the gloomy clouds of night, 
and death's dark shadow put to flight. Refrain 
 
7 O come, O King of nations, come, 
O Cornerstone that binds in one: 
refresh the hearts that long for you; 
restore the broken, make us new. Refrain 
Text: Psalteriolum Cantionum Catholicarum, Köln, 1710; tr. Composite. Text © 1997 Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission. One License #A-728050.  

 
GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 
 
 



KYRIE (ELW p. 98) 

 



LIGHTING OF THE THIRD CANDLE 
Advent Lighting Candle 3 2025 

Assistant: In the midst of our waiting and longing for God to make the world 
right again, we cling to the truth that God has saved, God is saving, and God will 
save. So today, we join our voices with the prophet Isaiah, who calls us to live 
in the joy of the truth of God’s salvation.  

All: We choose to believe that the day is coming when “the ransomed of 
the LORD shall return and come to Zion with singing; everlasting joy shall 
be upon their heads; they shall obtain joy and gladness, and sorrow and 
sighing shall flee away” (Isaiah 35:10). 
 
Assistant: We light this candle of joy as a sign of the Truth that sets us free to 
live in joy as we wait and work for the day when all creation will flourish 
together.  
 
Light the third candle of the Advent wreath. 
 
All Earth Is Hopeful: (ELW 266 v. 1-3) 
 
1 All earth is hopeful, the Savior comes at last! 
Furrows lie open for God's creative task: 
this, the labor of people who struggle to see 
how God's truth and justice set ev'rybody free. 
 
2 People of Israel, you heard the prophet tell: 
"A virgin mother will bear Emmanuel"; 
she conceived him, "God with us," 
our brother, whose birth 
restores hope and courage to children of this earth. 
 
3 Mountains and valleys will have to be prepared; 
new highways opened, new protocols declared. 
Almost here! God is nearing, in beauty and grace! 
All clear ev'ry gateway, in haste, come out in haste! 
Text: Alberto Taulé, b. 1932; tr. Madeleine Forell Marshall, b. 1946.  English tr. © 1995 Centro de Pastoral Litúrgica, admin. OCP Publications. 
 Used by permission. One License #A-728050.   



PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray.  
Stir up the wills of all who look to you, Lord God, and strengthen our faith in 
your coming, that, transformed by grace, we may walk in your way; through 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
 

MEN’S CHOIR        ‘Prepare the Way, O Zion’          Choral setting by Sondra K. Tucker 
 

FIRST READING: Isaiah 35:1-10 
A reading from Isaiah. 
 1 The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad; the desert shall rejoice and 
blossom; like the crocus  
    2 it shall blossom abundantly and rejoice with joy and shouting. 
 The glory of Lebanon shall be given to it, the majesty of Carmel and Sharon. 
 They shall see the glory of the Lord, the majesty of our God.]] 

 3 Strengthen the weak hands and make firm the feeble knees. 
 4 Say to those who are of a fearful heart, “Be strong, do not fear! Here is your 
God. He will come with vengeance, with terrible recompense. He will come and 
save you.” 

 5 Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, and the ears of the deaf shall be 
opened; 
 6 then the lame shall leap like a deer, and the tongue of the speechless sing 
for joy. For waters shall break forth in the wilderness and streams in the 
desert; 
 7 the burning sand shall become a pool and the thirsty ground springs of 
water; the haunt of jackals shall become a swamp; the grass shall become 
reeds and rushes. 
 8 A highway shall be there, and it shall be called the Holy Way; the unclean 
shall not travel on it, but it shall be for God’s people; no traveler, not even fools, 
shall go astray. 
 9 No lion shall be there, nor shall any ravenous beast come up on it; they 
shall not be found there, but the redeemed shall walk there. 
 10 And the ransomed of the Lord shall return and come to Zion with singing; 
everlasting joy shall be upon their heads; they shall obtain joy and gladness, 
and sorrow and sighing shall flee away. 
Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 
 



PSALM: Psalm 146:5-10 
5 Happy are they who have the God of Jacob for their help, whose hope is in 
the Lord their God; 
6 who made heaven and earth, the seas, and all that is in them; who keeps 
promises forever; 
7 who gives justice to those who are oppressed, and food to those who hunger.  
8 The Lord opens the eyes of the blind; the Lord lifts up those who are 
bowed down; the Lord loves the righteous. 
9 The Lord cares for the stranger; the Lord sustains the orphan and widow, but 
frustrates the way of the wicked. 10 The Lord shall | reign forever, your God, 
O Zion, throughout all generations. |Hallelujah!  
 

SECOND READING: James 5:7-10 
A reading from James. 
7 Be patient, therefore, brothers and sisters, until the coming of the Lord. The 
farmer waits for the precious crop from the earth, being patient with it until it 
receives the early and the late rains. 8 You also must be patient. Strengthen your 
hearts, for the coming of the Lord is near. 9 Brothers and sisters, do not grumble 
against one another, so that you may not be judged. See, the Judge is standing at 
the doors! 10 As an example of suffering and patience, brothers and sisters, take 
the prophets who spoke in the name of the Lord. 
Word of God, word of life. Amen. 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (ELW p. 102) 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
 

GOSPEL: Matthew 11:2-11 
The holy gospel according to Matthew. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
2 When John heard in prison what the Messiah was doing, he sent word by his 
disciples 3 and said to him, “Are you the one who is to come, or are we to wait 
for another?” 4 Jesus answered them, “Go and tell John what you hear and 
see: 5 the blind receive their sight, the lame walk, those with a skin disease are 
cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are raised, and the poor have good news 
brought to them. 6 And blessed is anyone who takes no offense at me.” 
 

  7 As they went away, Jesus began to speak to the crowds about John: “What 
did you go out into the wilderness to look at? A reed shaken by the wind? 8 What, 
then, did you go out to see? Someone dressed in soft robes? Look, those who 
wear soft robes are in royal palaces. 9 What, then, did you go out to see? A 



prophet? Yes, I tell you, and more than a prophet. 10 This is the one about whom 
it is written, ‘See, I am sending my messenger ahead of you, who will prepare 
your way before you.’ 11 “Truly I tell you, among those born of women no one 
has arisen greater than John the Baptist, yet the least in the kingdom of heaven 
is greater than he.” 
The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

SERMON 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY Hark! A Thrilling Voice Is Sounding! (ELW 246) 
 
 

1 Hark! a thrilling voice is sounding! 
"Christ is near," we hear it say. 
"Cast away the works of darkness, 
all you children of the day!" 
 

2 Wakened by the solemn warning, 
from earth's bondage let us rise; 
Christ, our sun, all sloth dispelling, 
shines upon the morning skies. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

NICENE CREED 
Let us confess our faith using the words of the Nicene creed. 
We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father; 
through him all things were made. 

3 See the Lamb, so long expected, 
come with pardon down from heav'n. 
Let us haste, with tears of sorrow, 
one and all, to be forgiv'n; 
 

4 So, when next he comes in glory 
and the world is wrapped in fear, 
he will shield us with his mercy 
and with words of love draw near. 
 

5 Honor, glory, might, and blessing 
to the Father and the Son 
with the everlasting Spirit 
while unending ages run! 
Text: Latin hymn, 1632; tr. Edward Caswall, 1814-1878.Text: Public Domain.  
 



For us and for our salvation 
he came down from heaven, 
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 
and became truly human. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 

On the third day he rose again 
in accordance with the scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,* 
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to 
come. Amen. 
 
*Or, “who proceeds from the Father.” The phrase “and the Son” is a later addition to the creed. 

 

WAIT FOR THE LORD: (ELW 262) 
CHOIR 
Wait for the Lord, whose day is near. 
Wait for the Lord: be strong, take heart! 

ALL 
Wait for the Lord, whose day is near. 
Wait for the Lord: be strong, take heart! 
Text: Taizé Community Text  © 1984 Les Presses de Taizé, GIA Publications, Inc., agent. All rights reserved.  
Used by permission. One License #A-728050.  
 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
In our waiting and watching, we come to you in prayer, O God, trusting your 
promise to renew the church, the nations, and the whole creation. God of power 
and mercy, we praise you for Jesus and his acts of healing and liberation. Lead 
us to proclaim the good news from generation to generation, that all may place 
their hope in you. God of grace, 

hear our prayer. 



When lands are parched and dry, bring rain and snow; where wilderness is 
barren, sow seeds of life. Fill the lands with trees that grow, plants that flower, 
and creatures that thrive, as nature proclaims the wonder of your works. God of 
grace, 
hear our prayer. 
When there is injustice or corruption among nations and leaders, root it out. 
Turn their attention to inequity and the cries of the poor. Instill a deeper sense 
of compassion and care in all who govern. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
When bodies weaken and hearts grow fearful, speak your blessing. (We pray 
especially Jason, Martha, Rhonda, Heather, Joan, Judy, Larry, Garnet, Betty, Karl, 
Elva, Clarence, Eva, Barbara, Inge, Marcella, Kirk, David, Gwen, Jeanette, James, 
Brittany, Jean, Jean, Delton, June, Katie,… and those we name in our hearts and 
minds) In uncertain times, remind us of the promise spoken to our ancestors in 
faith. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
When people are imprisoned or held captive, break the chains and offer release. 
Strengthen the work of the church in restorative justice, breaking cycles of 
poverty, and welcoming the immigrant. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
As we await your coming, we give thanks for the faithful who have lived and died 
in faith. May their boldness of faith inspire our witness and work. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
Draw near to us, O God, as we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your 
mercy through Jesus Christ, Emmanuel. 
Amen. 
 
WAIT FOR THE LORD: (ELW 262) 
ALL (X2) 
Wait for the Lord, whose day is near. 
Wait for the Lord: be strong, take heart! 
Text: Taizé Community Text  © 1984 Les Presses de Taizé, GIA Publications, Inc., agent. All rights reserved.  
Used by permission. One License #A-728050.  

PEACE 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 
 
 



OFFERING We Are Waiting for Jesus (ACS 905) 
1 We are waiting for Jesus; Jesus brings peace. 
We are waiting for Jesus; Jesus brings peace. 
Sun of justice, shine upon us; 
we are trusting in your promise. 
We are waiting for Jesus; Jesus brings peace. 
 

2 We are waiting for Jesus; Jesus brings peace. 
We are waiting for Jesus; Jesus brings peace. 
Loving Shepherd, walk beside us; 
stir our hearts, and gently guide us. 
We are waiting for Jesus; Jesus brings peace. 
Text: John Helgen, b. 1957. Text © 2013 Augsburg Fortress . Used by permission. One License #A-728050.  
 

OFFERING PRAYER 
Nourishing God, 
you are water in the wilderness and streams in the desert. 
Through this meal, satisfy our parched places, 
that we may rejoice and be for the world 
signs of your kingdom come. 
Amen. 
 

GREAT THANKSGIVING 
DIALOGUE (ELW p. 107) 

 



PREFACE (ELW p. 108) 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 
that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
through our Savior Jesus Christ. 
You comforted your people with the promise of the Redeemer, 
through whom you will also make all things new 
in the day when he comes to judge the world in righteousness. 
And so, with all the choirs of angels, 
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY (ELW p. 108) 

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE (ELW p. 110) 
Holy One, the beginning and the end, the giver of life: 
Blessed are you for the birth of creation. 
Blessed are you in the darkness and in the light. 
Blessed are you for your promise to your people. 
Blessed are you in the prophets’ hopes and dreams. 
Blessed are you for Mary’s openness to your will. 
Blessed are you for your Son Jesus, 
the Word made flesh. 



In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  

Let us proclaim the mystery of faith: 
Christ has died. 
Christ is risen. 
Christ will come again. 
  

With this bread and cup 
we remember your Word dwelling among us, 
full of grace and truth. 
We remember our new birth in his death and resurrection. 
We look with hope for his coming. 
Come, Lord Jesus. 
  

Holy God, we long for your Spirit. 
Come among us. 
Bless this meal. 
May your Word take flesh in us. 
Awaken your people. 
Fill us with your light. 
Bring the gift of peace on earth. 
Come, Holy Spirit. 
  

All praise and glory are yours, 
Holy One of Israel, 
Word of God incarnate, 
Power of the Most High, 
one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 



LORD’S PRAYER 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom  
the power and the glory  
forever and ever. Amen. 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION ADVENT 
Here is life. God is with us. 
Come, receive what God has promised. 
 

COMMUNION 
The body of Christ, given for you. 
The blood of Christ, shed for you. 
Amen. 
 

COMMUNION SONG (ELW p. 112) 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; grant us peace, grant us 
peace. 
 

DISTRIBUTION HYMN Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence (ELW 490) 
 

1 Let all mortal flesh keep silence, 
and with fear and trembling stand; 
ponder nothing earthly-minded, 
for with blessing in his hand 
Christ our God to earth descending 
comes full homage to demand. 

2 King of kings, yet born of Mary, 
as of old on earth he stood, 
Lord of lords in human vesture, 
in the body and the blood, 
he will give to all the faithful 
his own self for heav'nly food. 



3 Rank on rank the host of heaven 
spreads its vanguard on the way; 
as the Light of light, descending 
from the realms of endless day, 
comes, the pow'rs of hell to vanquish, 
as the darkness clears away. 

 

 Text: Liturgy of St. James; tr. Gerard Moultrie, 1829–1885, alt. Text: Public Domain.  
 

DISTRIBUTION HYMN Now the Heavens Start to Whisper (ACS 901) 
1 Now the heavens start to whisper, 
as the veil is growing thin. 
Earth from slumber wakes to listen 
to the stirring, faint within: 
seed of promise, deeply planted, 
child to spring from Jesse's stem! 
Like the soil beneath the frostline, 
hearts grow soft to welcome him. 
 

2 Heavy clouds that block the moonlight 
now begin to drift away. 
Diamond brilliance through the darkness 
shines the hope of coming day. 
Christ, the morning star of splendor, 
gleams within a world grown dim. 
Heaven's ember fans to fullness; 
hearts grow warm to welcome him. 
 

3 Christ, eternal Sun of justice, 
Christ, the rose of wisdom's seed, 
come to bless with fire and fragrance 
hours of yearning, hurt, and need. 
In the lonely, in the stranger, 
in the outcast, hid from view; 
Child who comes to grace the manger, 
teach our hearts to welcome you. 
Text: Mary Louise Bringle, b. 1953. Text © 2006 GIA Publications, Inc. All rights reserved. Used by permission. One License #A-728050.  

 
 
 

4 At his feet the six-winged seraph, 
cherubim with sleepless eye, 
veil their faces to the presence, 
as with ceaseless voice they cry: 
"Alleluia! Alleluia! 
Alleluia, Lord Most High!" 



PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Let us pray. 
God for whom we wait, in this meal you give us a foretaste of that day when the 
hungry will be fed with good things. Send us forth to make known your deeds 
and to proclaim the greatness of your name, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and 
Lord. Amen. 
 

BLESSING 
May God who comes among us, 
Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, 
grant you patience in waiting, peace in the darkness, 
and good news to share today and always. 
Amen. 
 

SENDING SONG People, Look East (ELW 248) 
3 

1 People, look east. The time is near 
of the crowning of the year. 
Make your house fair as you are able, 
trim the hearth and set the table. 
People, look east, and sing today-- 
Love, the Guest, is on the way. 
 

2 Furrows, be glad. Though earth is bare, 
one more seed is planted there. 
Give up your strength the seed to nourish, 
that in course the flow'r may flourish. 
People, look east, and sing today-- 
Love, the Rose, is on the way. 
 

Text: Eleanor Farjeon, 1881-1965. Text © Miss E. Farjeon Will Trust, by permission of David Higham Associates. Used by permission. One License #A -728050. 

 

DISMISSAL  
Go in peace. Keep awake. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

POSTLUDE 
 
Scripture quotations are from the New Revised Standard Version Bible © 1989 Division of Christian Education of the National 
Council of Churches of Christ in the USA. 
Liturgy taken from sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright 2025 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under 
Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS026965. 
 

 

3 Stars, keep the watch. When night is dim, 
one more light the bowl shall brim, 
shining beyond the frosty weather, 
bright as sun and moon together. 
People, look east, and sing today-- 
Love, the Star, is on the way. 
 

4 Angels announce with shouts of mirth 
him who brings new life to earth. 
Set ev'ry peak and valley humming 
with the word, the Lord is coming. 
People, look east, and sing today-- 
Love, the Lord, is on the way. 



 

 

 

ZION ACTIVITIES THIS WEEK: December 15- 21 

Monday: 8:30 am Pickle Ball 
6:00 pm Pickle Ball 
7:00 pm Music Healing Vets 

Tuesday: 9:30 am  Tai Chi 
6:30 pm Tai Chi 
7:00 pm Men’s Choir 

Wednesday: 6:15 pm Confirmation Class 
7:00 pm Mixed Choir 

Thursday:  9:30 am Tai Chi 
7:00 pm Music Healing Vets 

Friday:  10:00 am Home School Group 

Saturday:  10:00 am Christmas Program Rehearsal 

Sunday:            10:00 am Advent 4 Christmas Program with  
                                    Holy Communion  

 

TODAY’S SCHEDULED WORSHIP LEADERS 

Presiding Minister:    Scott Schellenberger 
Worship Assistant:  Ella Smith 
Director of Music:  Blaine Sack  
Sexton:    Karen Gauthier 
Projector Operator:      Gerry Vandersleen 
Video Recorder:           Ellen Vandersleen 
Sound Operator:           Gerry Vandersleen 
Counters:                      Larry & Gayle Seegmiller,  
                                             Kara Buelow-Fleck 
Altar Care:    Jean Rutz 
Ushers:     Kevin & Jean Rutz 
Coffee Hour:                        Dornetta Mau & Wilmer Verch 

 

 

ATTENDANCE: Sunday December 7, 2025: 78 



NEWS & ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Please pray for those who are ill, in hospital, or requested special prayers: Jason Godin, 
Martha Kodrzynski,  Rhonda Mau, Heather Miller, Joan Lehman, Judy Blais, Larry 
Blais, Garnet Miller, Betty Kuehl, Karl Hausser, Elva Gagne, Clarence Gagne, Eva 
Hagenah, Barbara Schoof, Inge Latiok, Marcella Kuehl, Kirk Weichenthal, David 
Brumm, Gwen Burchart, Jeanette Nevile, James Dean, Brittany, Jean Kuehl, Jean 
Rutz, Delton Felske, June Popke, Katie.  
 

SENIOR EXERCISE CLASS Senior Exercise classes will resume in January, 2026. 
Please make sure to tell your friends!  
 

CANDLES ANDS CAROLS SING-A-LONG Please join us today at 4:00 pm for 
our Candles and Carols Sing-a-Long afternoon on Sunday December 14th at 4:00 pm 
at the church. And bring a friend! 
 

CONFIRMATION CLASS Confirmation class will meet on Wednesday December 
17th at 6:15 p.m. 
 

PINEWOOD WORSHIP SERVICE There will be a worship service at Pinewood 
on Thursday December 18th at 10:00 am 
 

SUPPLES LANDING WORSHIP SERVICE There will be a worship service at 
Supples Landing on Thursday December 18th at 2:00 pm. 
 

CHRISTMAS DONATIONS Anyone wishing to make a Christmas donation is asked 
to complete a donation form and submit it to the office no later than Sunday 
December 21, 2025 to have it included in the Christmas Eve bulletin. These forms can 
be found on the table by the Miller Street entrance or on the shelf as you enter the 
sanctuary. 
 

CHRISTMAS PROGRAM & CHRISTMAS POTLUCK  Our Advent Christmas 
Program will be on Sunday December 21st at 10:00 a.m. with  a potluck luncheon 
following the service in the parish hall.  

Volunteers are needed for setup and cleanup. There is a signup sheet beside the 
kitchen window. Thank you in advance for all help. 

 



FOOD BANK REFLECTIONS 

As our year comes to a close unfortunately for many people life is hard. Maybe it’s 
unemployment, sickness or any other things. I would like to thank the people of Zion 
for being so generous towards St. Joseph’s Food Bank. I have been given monetary 
donations, knitted dishcloths and socks and mitts. I have been given groceries, 
produce from your gardens, quilts and clothing. I have volunteered there for ten years 
and I have seen people who struggle month to month but with our help we get to 
make  their life a little bit easier. I see smiles from people and get many thank you’s 
from people. It is so rewarding to do this job. We are so lucky to live in our warm 
home and having a fridge and maybe a freezer full of food. If you are able to donate 
or give any canned item to the food bank. It will be very appreciated. 

Merry Christmas and many thanks! 
Debbie Sitkiewicz 

ANNUAL REPORT 2026 Council requests that all committee chairpersons begin 
preparation of their annual reports for 2026.  

 

 
CONTACT INFORMATION Rev. Scott Schellenberger & Rev. Sue Nevile Cell: 705-313-0333(Pr. Scott) Cell: 905-441-3283 (Pr. Sue) 

sschellenberger@hotmail.com&suebird98@hotmail.com Zion Evangelical Lutheran Church 454 Miller Street, Pembroke, ON K8A 5Z4 Office: 613-732-8792 

CANDLES & CAROLS SERVICE  
Sunday December 14th at 4:00 pm 

Join us for an afternoon of singing carols at Zion 
and invite your friends! 

INTERGENERATIONAL CHRISTMAS PROGRAM & POTLUCK   
Sunday December 21st at 10:00 am 

CHRISTMAS EVE CANDLELIGHT SERVICE  
WITH HOLY COMMUNION 

Wednesday December 24th – 3:00 pm & 7:00 pm 

REGULAR WORSHIP SERVICE 
Sunday December 28th at 10:00 am 

Sunday December 14 2025 
4:00 pm 


