
ZION LUTHERAN CHURCH PEMBROKE 
SUNDAY DECEMBER 31 2023 
THE FIRST SUNDAY OF CHRISTMAS 
SETTING ONE 
 
PRELUDE 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM (ELW p. 97) 
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
the fountain of living water, 
the rock who gave us birth, 
our light and our salvation. 
Amen. 
 
Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, 
we are clothed with God's mercy and forgiveness. 
Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism. 
We give you thanks, O God, 
for in the beginning your Spirit moved over the waters 
and by your Word you created the world, 
calling forth life in which you took delight. 
  

Through the waters of the flood you delivered Noah and his family. 
Through the sea you led your people Israel from slavery into freedom. 
At the river your Son was baptized by John and anointed with the Holy Spirit. 
By water and your Word you claim us as daughters and sons, 
making us heirs of your promise and servants of all. 
 

We praise you for the gift of water that sustains life, 
and above all we praise you for the gift of new life in Jesus Christ. 
Shower us with your Spirit, 
and renew our lives with your forgiveness, grace, and love. 
  

To you be given honor and praise 
through Jesus Christ our Lord 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 

 
 
 
 
 



GATHERING SONG Good Christian Friends, Rejoice (ELW 288) 
 

1 Good Christian friends, rejoice 
with heart and soul and voice; 
give ye heed to what we say: 
Jesus Christ is born today; 
ox and ass before him bow, 
and he is in the manger now. 
Christ is born today! 
Christ is born today! 
 

2 Good Christian friends, rejoice 
with heart and soul and voice; 
now ye hear of endless bliss: 
Jesus Christ was born for this! 
He has opened heaven's door, 
and we are blest forevermore. 
Christ was born for this! 
Christ was born for this! 
 

3 Good Christian friends, rejoice 
with heart and soul and voice; 
now ye need not fear the grave; 
Jesus Christ was born to save! 
Calls you one and calls you all 
to gain the everlasting hall. 
Christ was born to save! 
Christ was born to save! 
Text: Medieval Latin carol; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818-1866. Text: Public Domain. 
 
GREETING (ELW p. 98) 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



KYRIE (ELW p. 98) 

 
 
 
 
 



CANTICLE OF PRAISE (ELW p. 99) 
Glory to God in the highest, 
and peace to God’s people on earth. 
Lord God, heavenly King, 
almighty God and Father, 
we worship you, 
we give you thanks, 
we praise you for your glory. 
Lord Jesus Christ, 
only Son of the Father, 
Lord God, Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world: 
have mercy on us; 
you are seated at the right hand of the Father: 
receive our prayer. 
For you alone are the Holy One, 
you alone are the Lord, 
you alone are the Most High, 
Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, 
in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 
Glory to God in the highest, 
and peace to God’s people on earth. 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY (ELW p. 102) 
Let us pray.  
Almighty God, you wonderfully created the dignity of human nature and yet more wonderfully 
restored it. In your mercy, let us share the divine life of the one who came to share our 
humanity, Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
SPECIAL MUSIC – MARIA MERREDEW – O Come, Little Children, by J. von Schulz and 
C. von Schmidt 
 
FIRST READING: Isaiah 61:10—62:3 
A reading from Isaiah. 
 10I will greatly rejoice in the Lord, my whole being shall exult in my God; 
 for he has clothed me with the garments of salvation, he has covered me with the robe of 
righteousness, as a bridegroom decks himself with a garland, and as a bride adorns herself with 
her jewels. 11For as the earth brings forth its shoots, and as a garden causes what is sown in it to 
spring up, so the Lord God will cause righteousness and praise 
to spring up before all the nations. 62:1For Zion’s sake I will not keep silent, and for Jerusalem’s 
sake I will not rest, until her vindication shines out like the dawn, and her salvation like a 
burning torch. 2The nations shall see your vindication, and all the kings your glory; and you 



shall be called by a new name that the mouth of the Lord will give. 3You shall be a crown of 
beauty in the hand of the Lord, and a royal diadem in the hand of your God. 
Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALM: Psalm 148 
1Hallelujah! Praise the Lord from the heavens;praise God in the heights. 
2Praise the Lord, all you angels;sing praise, all you hosts of heaven. 
3Praise the Lord, sun and moon;sing praise, all you shining stars. 
4Praise the Lord, heaven of heavens,and you waters above the heavens. 
5Let them praise the name of the Lord,who commanded, and they | were created, 
6who made them stand fast forever and ever,giving them a law that shall not pass away.  
7Praise the Lord from the earth,you sea monsters and all deeps; 
8fire and hail, snow and fog,tempestuous wind, doing God’s will; 
9mountains and all hills,fruit trees and all cedars; 
10wild beasts and all cattle,creeping things and flying birds; 
11sovereigns of the earth and all peoples,princes and all rulers of the world; 
12young men and maidens,old and young together.  
13Let them praise the name of the Lord,whose name only is exalted, whose splendor is 
over earth and heaven. 
14The Lord has raised up strength for the people and praise for all faithful servants,the 
children of Israel, a people who are near the Lord. Hallelujah!  
 
SECOND READING: Galatians 4:4-7 
A reading from Galatians. 
4When the fullness of time had come, God sent his Son, born of a woman, born under the 
law, 5in order to redeem those who were under the law, so that we might receive adoption as 
children. 6And because you are children, God has sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, 
crying, “Abba! Father!” 7So you are no longer a slave but a child, and if a child then also an 
heir, through God. 
Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (ELW p. 102) 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
 
GOSPEL: Luke 2:22-40 



The holy gospel according to Luke. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
22When the time came for their purification according to the law of Moses, [Joseph and 
Mary] brought [Jesus] up to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord 23(as it is written in the law of 
the Lord, “Every firstborn male shall be designated as holy to the Lord”), 24and they offered a 
sacrifice according to what is stated in the law of the Lord, “a pair of turtledoves or two young 
pigeons.” 
25Now there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon; this man was righteous and 
devout, looking forward to the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit rested on him. 26It had 
been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not see death before he had seen the 
Lord’s Messiah. 27Guided by the Spirit, Simeon came into the temple; and when the parents 
brought in the child Jesus, to do for him what was customary under the law, 28Simeon took him 
in his arms and praised God, saying, 
29“Master, now you are dismissing your servant in peace, according to your word; 
30for my eyes have seen your salvation, 31which you have prepared in the presence of all 
peoples, 32a light for revelation to the Gentiles and for glory to your people Israel.” 
33And the child’s father and mother were amazed at what was being said about him. 34Then 
Simeon blessed them and said to his mother Mary, “This child is destined for the falling and the 
rising of many in Israel, and to be a sign that will be opposed 35so that the inner thoughts of 
many will be revealed—and a sword will pierce your own soul too.” 
36There was also a prophet, Anna the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. She was of a 
great age, having lived with her husband seven years after her marriage, 37then as a widow to 
the age of eighty-four. She never left the temple but worshiped there with fasting and prayer 
night and day. 38At that moment she came, and began to praise God and to speak about the child 
to all who were looking for the redemption of Jerusalem. 
39When they had finished everything required by the law of the Lord, they returned to Galilee, 
to their own town of Nazareth. 40The child grew and became strong, filled with wisdom; and the 
favor of God was upon him. 
The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
SERMON (ELW p. 103) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY It Came upon the Midnight Clear (ELW 282) 
 
1 It came upon the midnight clear, 
that glorious song of old, 



from angels bending near the earth 
to touch their harps of gold: 
"Peace on the earth, good will to all, 
from heav'n's all-gracious king." 
The world in solemn stillness lay 
to hear the angels sing. 
 
2 Still through the cloven skies they come 
with peaceful wings unfurled, 
and still their heav'nly music floats 
o'er all the weary world. 
Above its sad and lowly plains 
they bend on hov'ring wing, 
and ever o'er its babel sounds 
the blessed angels sing. 
 
3 And you, beneath life's crushing load, 
whose forms are bending low, 
who toil along the climbing way 
with painful steps and slow: 
look now, for glad and golden hours 
come swiftly on the wing; 
oh, rest beside the weary road 
and hear the angels sing! 
 
4 For lo! The days are hast'ning on, 
by prophets seen of old, 
when with the ever-circling years 
shall come the time foretold, 
when peace shall over all the earth 
its ancient splendors fling, 
and all the world give back the song 
which now the angels sing. 
Text: Edmund H. Sears, 1810-1876. Text: Public Domain. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
NICENE CREED (ELW p. 104) 
 
We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 



maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father; 
through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation 
he came down from heaven, 
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 
and became truly human. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 

On the third day he rose again 
in accordance with the scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,* 
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 

*Or, “who proceeds from the Father.” The phrase “and the Son” is a later addition to the creed. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Trusting in God’s good news of great joy for all people, we offer our prayers for ourselves, our 
neighbors, and the world God loves. 
You inspire faith in our hearts and call us to rejoice with our whole selves at the salvation you 
bring. Make our churches places of belonging for all people in the fullness of their being. Raise 



up the gifts and the witness of people who are neurodivergent, living with disability, or bearing 
invisible illness. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
Your praise is sung throughout creation in all times and seasons. As the new year turns, ground 
us in your changeless and sustaining love. Keep us attentive to the rhythms of the cosmos and 
inspire us to live in harmony with all the earth. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
Give hope and stamina to leaders who work tirelessly for the sake of the most vulnerable. We 
pray especially for organizations working on behalf of children to provide basic needs, to 
protect from abuse and neglect, to address trauma, and to rescue from trafficking. Hear us, O 
God. 
Your mercy is great. 
Sustain all people who, like Simeon and Anna, have been waiting for salvation and wholeness 
(especially Jason, Martha, Charlotte, Ella, Rhonda, Heather, Aileen, Ruth, Anneliese, Kaitlyn, 
Vaughan, Jack, Joan, Mervin, Don, Judy, Larry, Garnet, Lori, Erin, Betty, Kristine, Alex, Karl, 
Ingrid). We pray especially for anyone living with cancer or chronic illness, all people who are 
in physical rehabilitation or addiction recovery, and those experiencing complications from long 
COVID. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
Let this community of faith be a joyful and welcome place for all ages and generations. Teach 
us to honor the wisdom of children, the inquisitiveness of youth, the thoughtfulness of adults, 
and the knowledge of elders. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
We give thanks for all the beloved who lived with expectation and departed this life in peace 
(especially). Sustain us in joy until we join them around your throne. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
Abide with us, O God of mercy, and receive our prayers according to your abundant grace. 
Amen. 
 
PEACE (ELW p. 106) 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 
 
SPECIAL MUSIC – MARIA MERREDEW - Mary, Did You Know? By Lowry and Greene 
 
OFFERING 
 
OFFERTORY SONG  Love Has Come (ELW 292) verses 1 and 3 
 

1 Love has come--a light in the darkness! 
Love shines forth in the Bethlehem skies. 
See, all heaven has come to proclaim it; 
hear how their song of joy arises: 
Love! Love! Born unto you, a Savior! 
Love! Love! Glory to God on high. 



 
3 Love has come and never will leave us! 
Love is life everlasting and free. 
Love is Jesus within and among us. 
Love is the peace our hearts are seeking. 
Love! Love! Love is the gift of Christmas; 
Love! Love! Praise to you, God on high! 
Text: Ken Bible, b. 1950. Text © 1996 Living the Natural Way, admin. Music Services. Used by permission. CCLI License: # 11528343. 
 
OFFERING PRAYER (ELW p. 107) 
Let us pray. 
Good and loving God, we rejoice in the birth of Jesus, who came among the poor to bring the 
riches of your grace. As you have blessed us with your gifts, let them be blessing for others. 
With the trees of the field, with all earth and heaven, we shout for joy at the coming of your 
Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 DIALOGUE (ELW p. 107) 

 
 
 
PREFACE (ELW p. 108) 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 
that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
through our Savior Jesus Christ. 
In the wonder and mystery of the Word made flesh 
you have opened the eyes of faith 
to a new and radiant vision of your glory, 



that, beholding the God made visible, 
we may be drawn to love the God whom we cannot see. 
And so, with all the choirs of angels, 
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY (ELW p. 108) 
 

 
THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE (ELW p. 108) 
Holy One, the beginning and the end, the giver of life: 
Blessed are you for the birth of creation. 
Blessed are you in the darkness and in the light. 
Blessed are you for your promise to your people. 
Blessed are you in the prophets’ hopes and dreams. 
Blessed are you for Mary’s openness to your will. 
Blessed are you for your Son Jesus, 
the Word made flesh. 
In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 



This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  
Let us proclaim the mystery of faith: 
Christ has died. 
Christ is risen. 
Christ will come again. 
  
With this bread and cup 
we remember your Word dwelling among us, 
full of grace and truth. 
We remember our new birth in his death and resurrection. 
We look with hope for his coming. 
Come, Lord Jesus. 
  
Holy God, we long for your Spirit. 
Come among us. 
Bless this meal. 
May your Word take flesh in us. 
Awaken your people. 
Fill us with your light. 
Bring the gift of peace on earth. 
Come, Holy Spirit. 
  
All praise and glory are yours, 
Holy One of Israel, 
Word of God incarnate, 
Power of the Most High, 
one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
 
 
 
LORD’S PRAYER (ELW p. 112) 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 



as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION (ELW p. 112) 
Come to the banquet, for all is now ready. 
 

COMMUNION (ELW p. 112) 
The body of Christ, given for you. 
The blood of Christ, shed for you. 
Amen. 
 

COMMUNION SONG (ELW p. 112) 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world;have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world;have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world;grant us peace, grant us peace. 
 

DISTRIBUTION HYMN Away in a Manger (ELW 278) 
 

1 Away in a manger, no crib for his bed, 
the little Lord Jesus laid down his sweet head; 
the stars in the bright sky looked down where he lay, 
the little Lord Jesus asleep on the hay. 
 

2 The cattle are lowing; the baby awakes, 
but little Lord Jesus, no crying he makes. 
I love you, Lord Jesus; look down from the sky 
and stay by my cradle till morning is nigh. 
 

3 Be near me, Lord Jesus; I ask you to stay 
close by me forever and love me, I pray. 
Bless all the dear children in your tender care 
and fit us for heaven, to live with you there. 
Text: North American, 19th cent. Text: Public Domain. 
DISTRIBUTION HYMN While Shepherds Watched Their Flocks (ACS 913) 
 

1 While shepherds watched their flocks by night, 
all seated on the ground, 
the angel of the Lord came down, 
and glory shone around. 
 

2 "Fear not," said he, for mighty dread 
had seized their troubled mind: 
"Glad tidings of great joy I bring 



to you and humankind. 
 

3 "To you, in David's town this day, 
is born of David's line 
the Savior, who is Christ the Lord, 
and this shall be the sign: 
 

4 "The heav'nly babe you there shall find 
to human view displayed, 
all humbly wrapped in swathing bands, 
and in a manger laid." 
 

5 Thus spoke the seraph, and forthwith 
appeared a shining throng 
of angels praising God, who thus 
addressed their joyful song: 
 

6 "All glory be to God on high, 
and to the earth be peace; 
good will to all from highest heav'n 
begin and never cease!" 
Text: Nahum Tate, 1652–1715. Text: Public Domain. 
 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION (ELW p. 114) 
Let us pray. 
Radiant God, with our eyes we have seen your salvation, and in this meal we have feasted on 
your grace. May your Word take flesh in us, that we may be your holy people, revealing your 
glory made known to us in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 

BLESSING (ELW p. 114) 
The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. 
Amen. 
 
SENDING SONG Cold December Flies Away (ELW 299) 

1 Cold December flies away 
at the rose-red splendor. 
April's crowning glory breaks 
while the whole world wonders 
at the holy unseen pow'r 
of the tree which bears the flow'r. 
On the blessed tree 
blooms the reddest flow'r. 
On the tree blooms the rose 



here in love's own garden, 
full and strong in glory. 
 

2 In the hopeless time of sin 
shadows deep had fallen. 
All the world lay under death. 
Eyes were closed in sleeping. 
But, when all seemed lost in night, 
came the sun whose golden light 
brings unending joy, 
brings the endless joy 
of our hope, highest hope, 
of our hope's bright dawning, 
Son belov'd of heaven. 
 

3 Now the bud has come to bloom, 
and the world awakens. 
In the lily's purest flow'r 
dwells a wondrous fragrance. 
And it spreads to all the earth 
from the moment of its birth; 
and its beauty lives. 
In the flow'r it lives, 
in the flow'r, and it spreads 
in its heav'nly brightness 
sweet perfume delightful. 
Text: Catalonian carol; tr. Howard Hawhee, b. 1953. Text © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission. One License #A-728050. 
 

DISMISSAL (ELW p. 115) 
Go in peace. Share the good news. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

POSTLUDE 
 
Scripture quotations are from the New Revised Standard Version Bible © 1989 Division of Christian Education of the National Council 
of Churches of Christ in the USA.  Liturgy taken from sundaysandseasons.com.Copyright 2023 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS026965. 
ZION ACTIVITIES THIS WEEK: January 2nd– 7th 
  
Wednesday: 2:00 pm  ZLW 

6:15 pm  Communion Class 
    

Sunday:  10:00 am  Worship Service with Holy Communion 
       
 
TODAY’S SCHEDULED WORSHIP VOLUNTEERS 
 
 Presiding Minister:   Rev. Scott Schellenberger 

http://sundaysandseasons.com/


Music Director:  Blaine Sack 
Worship Assistant:  Michael Lange 
Sexton:   Karen Gauthier 
Projector Operator:      Philip Vandersleen 
Video Recorder:   Ellen Vandersleen 
Sound Operator:   Gerry Vandersleen 
Counters:   Lisa Campitelli, Karen Gauthier, David Lehman 
Altar Care:    Carol Boldt  
Ushers:    Cheryl Sack, Barry Gorr 

 
 

NEWS & ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
Please pray for those who are ill, in hospital, or requested special prayers: Jason Godin, Martha 
Kodrzynski, Charlotte Layden, Ella Lehman, Rhonda Mau, Heather Miller, Aileen Roesler, Ruth 
Thom, Anneliese Trautrim, Kaitlyn Vaillancourt, Vaughan Rosien, Jack Zadow, Joan Lehman, 
Mervin Bimm, Don Markus, Judy and Larry Blais, Garnet Miller, Lori Selles, Erin, Betty Kuehl, 
Kristine and Alex Kubiseski, Karl Hausser, Ingrid Trautrim. 
 

ZLW 
The next meeting of the ZLW will be Wednesday January 3rd at 2:00 pm. 
 

CONFIRMATION 
Our next Confirmation class will be Wednesday January 3rd at 6:15 pm. 
 

MESSY CHURCH 
We will be gathering on Monday, January 8th at 5:30 pm.  In February we will return to 
meeting on the first Monday of the month. 
 

PRAYER AND MEDITATION GROUP 
Please join us for our first Prayer and Meditation group gathering on Wednesday January 10th 
at 6:30 pm in the lounge.   
 

 
MIDWEEK WORSHIP SERVICE 
Please join us Wednesday, January 17th at 10:30 am for worship service with Holy 
Communion.  
 

NOTES FROM WORSHIP & MUSIC 
Altar Care: We are once again looking for volunteers for Altar Care. If you are interested or 
would like to know what it entails, please call Sandra Graham at (613) 732-3260. 
 
 

PLEASE NOTE: 
Zion Evangelical Lutheran Church office will be closed from  



Friday December 22nd – Tuesday January 2nd 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
CONTACT INFORMATION 
Rev. Scott Schellenberger & Rev. Sue Nevile  
Cell: 705-313-0333(Pr. Scott) Cell: 905-441-3283 (Pr. Sue) 
sschellenberger@hotmail.com&suebird98@hotmail.com 
Zion Evangelical Lutheran Church 454 Miller Street, Pembroke, ON K8A 5Z4 Office: 613-732-8792 
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