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ZION EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH PEMBROKE 
THE FIFTH SUNDAY IN LENT 
SUNDAY APRIL 6 2025 
EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN WORSHIP 
SETTING FOUR 
 
PRELUDE 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP (Psalm 126) 
When we have been hurt and lost, God brings us laughter and joy. 
When our lives reach a dead end, God opens a way forward. 
When the rivers of our lives dry up, God sends living water to quench our thirst. 
God has done great things for us! Let us rejoice! 
 

OPENING PRAYER (Psalm 126, John 12) 
God of Love, you know our lives inside and out— the times of joy and laughter,  
and the times of loss and pain. You accompanied our ancestors of faith into exile  
and then journeyed with them back to the Promised Land. Jesus our sibling, you 
wept at the grave of Lazarus and then you celebrated at the dinner table with your 
resurrected friend. Be with us in times of plenty and times of want, and let us 
rejoice in your presence, for you see us and care for us. In the name of the 
Embracing Spirit, we pray. Amen. 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, who forgives all our sin, whose mercy 
endures forever. Amen. 
 

Let us return to God, confessing our sin in the assurance of God’s abiding love. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
Compassionate One, 
you are slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love, but our lives do not 
always reflect you and your love for the world. We do not show others the 
tender compassion you have shown to us. We do not welcome others with the 
radical hospitality you grant to all people. We oppress others, even though you 
have set us free again and again. We squander the abundant gifts of the earth. 

Transform our lives and guide us again in the way of the cross. Amen. 
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Beloved in Christ, 
God’s arms are always stretched open wide to welcome the wandering ones home. 
In + Christ your sins are forgiven. You have a place in God’s house forever. Amen. 
 
GATHERING SONG As We Gather at Your Table (ELW 522) 
1 As we gather at your table, 
as we listen to your word, 
help us know, O God, your presence; 
let our hearts and minds be stirred. 
Nourish us with sacred story 
till we claim it as our own; 
teach us through this holy banquet 
how to make Love's vict'ry known. 
 
2 Turn our worship into witness 
in the sacrament of life; 
send us forth to love and serve you, 
bringing peace where there is strife. 
Give us, Christ, your great compassion 
to forgive as you forgave; 
may we still behold your image 
in the world you died to save. 
 
3 Gracious Spirit, help us summon 
other guests to share that feast 
where triumphant Love will welcome 
those who had been last and least. 
There no more will envy blind us 
nor will pride our peace destroy, 
as we join with saints and angels 
to repeat the sounding joy. 
Text: Carl P. Daw Jr., b. 1944. Text © 1989 Hope Publishing Company. All rights reserved. Used by permission. One License #A-728050. 

 
GREETING (ELW p. 147) 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 
Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you. 
 



 3 

KYRIE (ELW p. 147) 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY (ELW p. 150) 
Let us pray.  
Creator God, you prepare a new way in the wilderness, and your grace waters 
our desert. Open our hearts to be transformed by the new thing you are doing, 
that our lives may proclaim the extravagance of your love given to all through 
your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  
Amen. 
 
MEN'S CHOIR – ‘Let Justice Roll Like a River’ by Marty Haugen-  
‘Let Justice Roll Like a River’, by Marty Haugen 
FIRST READING: Isaiah 43:16-21 
A reading from Isaiah. 
16 Thus says the Lord, who makes a way in the sea, a path in the mighty waters, 
17 who brings out chariot and horse, army and warrior; they lie down, they 
cannot rise, they are extinguished, quenched like a wick: 18 Do not remember 
the former things, or consider the things of old. 19 I am about to do a new thing; 
now it springs forth, do you not perceive it? I will make a way in the wilderness 
and rivers in the desert. 20 The wild animals will honour me, the jackals and the 
ostriches; for I give water in the wilderness, rivers in the desert, to give drink 
to my chosen people, 21 the people whom I formed for myself so that they 
might declare my praise. 
Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 

PSALM: Psalm 126 
1 When the Lord restored the fortunes of Zion, then were we like those who 
dream. 
2 Then was our mouth filled with laughter, and our tongue with shouts of 
joy. Then they said among the nations, “The Lord has done great things 
for them.” 
3 The Lord has done great things for us, and we are glad indeed. 
4 Restore our fortunes, O Lord, like the watercourses of the Negeb. 
5 Those who sowed with tears will reap with songs of joy. 
6 Those who go out weeping, carrying the seed, will come again with joy, 
shouldering their sheaves.  
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SECOND READING: Philippians 3:4b-14 
A reading from Philippians. 
[Paul writes:] 4b If anyone else has reason to be confident in the flesh, I have 
more: 5 circumcised on the eighth day, a member of the people of Israel, of the 
tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew born of Hebrews; as to the law, a Pharisee; 6 as to 
zeal, a persecutor of the church; as to righteousness under the law, blameless. 
7 Yet whatever gains I had, these I have come to regard as loss because of 
Christ. 8 More than that, I regard everything as loss because of the surpassing 
value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. For his sake I have suffered the loss of 
all things, and I regard them as rubbish, in order that I may gain Christ 9 and be 
found in him, not having a righteousness of my own that comes from the law, 
but one that comes through faith in Christ, the righteousness from God based 
on faith. 10 I want to know Christ and the power of his resurrection and the 
sharing of his sufferings by becoming like him in his death, 11 if somehow I may 
attain the resurrection from the dead. 
  12 Not that I have already obtained this or have already reached the goal; but 
I press on to make it my own, because Christ Jesus has made me his 
own. 13 Beloved, I do not consider that I have made it my own; but this one 
thing I do: forgetting what lies behind and straining forward to what lies 
ahead, 14 I press on toward the goal for the prize of the heavenly call of God in 
Christ Jesus. 
Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (ELW p. 151) 
Return to the Lord, your God, for he is gracious and merciful, slow to anger, 
and abounding in steadfast love. 
 
GOSPEL: John 12:1-8 
The holy gospel according to John. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
1 Six days before the Passover Jesus came to Bethany, the home of Lazarus, 
whom he had raised from the dead. 2 There they gave a dinner for him. Martha 
served, and Lazarus was one of those at the table with him. 3 Mary took a 
pound of costly perfume made of pure nard, anointed Jesus’ feet, and wiped 
them with her hair. The house was filled with the fragrance of the 
perfume. 4 But Judas Iscariot, one of his disciples (the one who was about to 
betray him), said, 5 “Why was this perfume not sold for three hundred denarii 
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and the money given to the poor?” 6 (He said this not because he cared about 
the poor, but because he was a thief; he kept the common purse and used to 
steal what was put into it.) 7 Jesus said, “Leave her alone. She bought it so that 
she might keep it for the day of my burial. 8 You always have the poor with you, 
but you do not always have me.” 
The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
SERMON (ELW p. 151) 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY Take My Life, That I May Be (ELW 685) 
1 Take my life, that I may be 
consecrated, Lord, to thee; 
take my moments and my days; 
let them flow in ceaseless praise. 
 

2 Take my hands and let them move 
at the impulse of thy love; 
take my feet and let them be 
swift and beautiful for thee. 
 

3 Take my voice and let me sing 
always, only, for my King; 
take my lips and let them be 
filled with messages from thee. 
 

4 Take my silver and my gold, 
not a mite would I withhold; 
take my intellect and use 
ev'ry pow'r as thou shall choose. 
 

5 Take my will and make it thine, 
it shall be no longer mine. 
Take my heart, it is thine own, 
it shall be thy royal throne. 
 

6 Take my love; my Lord, I pour 
at thy feet its treasure store; 
take myself, and I will be 
ever, only, if all for thee. 
Text : Frances R. Havergal, 1836-1879, alt. Text : Public Domain. 
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NICENE CREED (ELW p. 104) 
Let us confess our faith using the words of the Nicene Creed.  
We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father; 
through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation 
he came down from heaven, 
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 
and became truly human. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 

On the third day he rose again 
in accordance with the scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,* 
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 

*Or, “who proceeds from the Father.” The phrase “and the Son” is a later addition to the creed. 
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Led by the Spirit, let us turn to God in prayer for the church, the world, and all 
those in need. 
The church declares your praise, O God. Guide us in the example of Isaiah’s 
imagination, Paul’s transformed identity, and Mary’s faith and devotion; that 
our lives, too, may be poured out in love as we trust in your promises. God, in 
your mercy, 

receive our prayer. 
The earth declares your praise, O God. Make a way for the planet’s future in the 
sea and the wilderness, the mountains and plains, the tundra and wetlands. 
Repair habitats and sustainable ecosystems on, above, and beneath the ground. 
God, in your mercy, 
receive our prayer. 
The nations declare your praise, O God. Where religious differences divide, bring 
together those who worship you in the name of Jesus Christ and those who call 
to you with different names. Guide interreligious dialogue, that faith may unite 
rather than divide communities. God, in your mercy, 
receive our prayer. 
The people declare your praise, O God. Restore those whose hope has been 
dampened through a health diagnosis, job or home loss, divorce, or death. Bring 
healing to those in need (especially Jason, Martha, Ella, Rhonda, Heather, 
Anneliese, Joan, Judy, Larry, Garnet, Betty, Lily, Karl, Elva, Clarence, Eva, Barbara 
,Inge, Marcella, Edie, Otilia, Kirk, Joan, David, Gwen, Don, Jeanette, James, 
Charlie, Sandra). May all who weep now sing songs of joy again. God, in your 
mercy, 
receive our prayer. 
The gifts of the Spirit declare your praise, O God. We thank you for artists who 
proclaim the gospel. Inspire music, poetry, and images that proclaim the new 
thing you are doing. God, in your mercy, 
receive our prayer. 
The communion of saints declares your praise, O God. Giving thanks for those 
who have died, we trust in the one who has made them his own: Christ Jesus, 
our crucified and risen Savior. God, in your mercy, 
receive our prayer. 
Receive the prayers of your people and draw all things together in your love, in 
the name of Jesus, who leads us from death to life. Amen. 
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PEACE (ELW p. 152) 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 
 
OFFERTORY HYMN We Place upon Your Table, Lord (ELW 467 vs. 1 and 3) 
1 We place upon your table, Lord, 
where you by grace have bid us dine, 
these tokens of our daily work, 
the food of life, the bread and wine. 
 
3 Accept them, Lord; they come from you; 
we take them humbly from your hand; 
put these your gifts to higher use: 
the holy meal that you command. 
Text: M. F. C. Wilson, 1884–1944, alt. Text: Public Domain. 

 
OFFERING PRAYER (ELW p. 152) 
Let us pray. 
God our provider, you have not fed us with bread alone, but with words of 
grace and life. Bless us and these your gifts, which we receive from your 
bounty, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
GREAT THANKSGIVING 
DIALOGUE (ELW p. 152) 

 
 



 10

PREFACE (ELW p. 153) 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 
that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
through our Savior Jesus Christ. 
You call your people to cleanse their hearts 
and prepare with joy for the paschal feast, 
that, renewed in the gift of baptism, 
we may come to the fullness of your grace. 
And so, with all the choirs of angels, 
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY (ELW p. 153) 
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE (ELW p. 153) 
Blessed are you, O God of the universe. 
Your mercy is everlasting 
and your faithfulness endures from age to age. 
  
Praise to you for creating the heavens and the earth. 
Praise to you for saving the earth from the waters of the flood. 
Praise to you for bringing the Israelites safely through the sea. 
Praise to you for leading your people through the wilderness 
to the land of milk and honey. 
Praise to you for the words and deeds of Jesus, your anointed one. 
Praise to you for the death and resurrection of Christ. 
Praise to you for your Spirit poured out on all nations. 
  
In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  
With this bread and cup 
we remember our Lord’s Passover from death to life 
as we proclaim the mystery of faith: 
Christ has died. 
Christ is risen. 
Christ will come again. 
  
O God of resurrection and new life: 
Pour out your Holy Spirit on us 
and on these gifts of bread and wine. 
Bless this feast. 
Grace our table with your presence. 
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Reveal yourself to us in the breaking of the bread. 
Raise us up as the body of Christ for the world. 
Breathe new life into us. 
Send us forth, 
burning with justice, peace, and love. 
  

With your holy ones of all times and places, 
with the earth and all its creatures, 
with sun and moon and stars, 
we praise you, O God, 
blessed and holy Trinity, 
now and forever. 
Amen. 
 

LORD’S PRAYER SUNG (ELW p. 154) 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us sing as Jesus taught us. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION (ELW p. 154) 
Come to the banquet, for all is now ready. 
 

COMMUNION (ELW p. 154) 
The body of Christ, given for you. 
The blood of Christ, shed for you. 
Amen. 
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LAMB OF GOD (ELW P. 154) 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.  
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.  
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; grant us peace, grant us 
peace. 
 

DISTRIBUTION HYMN In the Singing (ELW 466) 
1 In the singing, in the silence, 
in the hands expectant, open, 
in the blessing, in the breaking, 
in your presence at this table, 
 

Refrain 
Jesus Christ, Jesus Christ, 
be the wine of grace; 
Jesus, Christ, Jesus Christ, 
be the bread of peace. 
 

2 In the question, in the answer, 
in the moment of acceptance, 
in the heart's cry, in the healing, 
in the circle of your people, Refrain 
Text: Shirley Erena Murray, b. 1931. Text © 1996 Hope Publishing Company. All rights reserved. Used by permission. Used by permission. One License #A-728050. 

DISTRIBUTION HYMN Faith Begins by Letting Go (ACS 1004) 
 

1 Faith begins by letting go, 
giving up what had seemed sure, 
taking risks and pressing on, 
though the way feels less secure: 
pilgrimage both right and odd, 
trusting all our life to God. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Text: Carl P. Daw Jr., b. 1944. Text © 1996 Hope Publishing Company. All rights reserved. Used by permission. One License #A-728050. 

3 Faith matures by reaching out, 
stretching minds, enlarging hearts, 

sharing struggles, living prayer, 
binding up the broken parts; 
till we find the commonplace 

ripe with witness to God's grace. 

2 Faith endures by holding on, 
keeping mem'ry's roots alive 
so that hope may bear its fruit; 
promise-fed, our souls will thrive, 
not through merit we possess 
but by God's great faithfulness. 
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION (ELW p. 155) 
Let us pray. 
Compassionate God, you have fed us with the bread of heaven. Sustain us in 
our Lenten pilgrimage: may our fasting be hunger for justice; our alms, a 
making of peace; and our prayer, the song of grateful hearts, through Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 

 
BLESSING 
God our tender parent, 
God the crucified one, 
God the reconciling Spirit, 
+ bless you now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
SENDING SONG Oh, That I Had a Thousand Voices (ELW 833) 
1 Oh, that I had a thousand voices 
to praise my God with thousand tongues! 
My heart, which in the Lord rejoices, 
would then proclaim in grateful songs 
to all, wherever I might be, 
what great things God has done for me! 
 
2 Let ev'ry pow'r in me implanted 
arise, keep silence now no more; 
put forth the strength that God has granted! 
Your noblest work is to adore! 
O soul and body, join to raise 
with heartfelt joy your maker's praise! 
 
3 You forest leaves so green and tender 
that dance for joy in summer air, 
you meadow grasses, bright and slender, 
you flow'rs so fragrant and so fair, 
you live to show forth praise alone. 
Join me to make God's glory known! 
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4 All creatures that have breath and motion, 
that throng the earth, the sea, the sky, 
come, share with me my heart's devotion, 
help me to sing God's praises high! 
My utmost pow'rs can never quite 
declare the wonders of God's might! 
 

5 Creator, humbly I implore you 
to listen to my earthly song 
until that day when I adore you, 
when I will join the angel throng 
and raise to you with joyful cry 
ten thousand hallelujahs high! 
Text: Johann Mentzer, 1658-1734; tr. Composite. Text : Public Domain.   

 

DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Care for others as God cares for you. 
Thanks be to God! 
 

POSTLUDE 
 
Scripture quotations are from the New Revised Standard Version Bible © 1989 Division of Christian Education of the National Council of Churches of Christ in the 
USA. 
 
Liturgy taken from sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright 2025 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual 
License #SAS026965 

 
 
 
 

ATTENDANCE:  
Sunday, March 30, 2025: 40   Wednesday, April 2, 2025: 42 
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ZION ACTIVITIES THIS WEEK: April 7– 13, 2025 

Monday:  8:30 am Pickle Ball 

1:00 pm  Exercise Class 

5:30 pm Messy Church 

7:00 pm Pickle Ball 

7:00 pm Music Healing Veterans 

7:15 pm Worship & Music Mtg.   

Tuesday:  9:30 am Tai Chi  

     6:30 pm Tai Chi 

     7:00 pm Mixed Choir 

     7:00 pm Council Mtg. 

Wednesday:  10:30 am Mid-Month Communion Service 

1:00 pm Exercise Class 

     5:30 pm Soup & Sandwich 

     6:30 pm Lenten Service  

     7:30 pm Men’s Choir 

Thursday:  9:30 am Tai Chi 

     7:00 pm Music Healing Veterans 

Friday:  1:00 pm Exercise Class 

Sunday:  10:00 am Palm Sunday Worship Service with  
                                                             Holy Communion     

TODAY’S SCHEDULED WORSHIP LEADERS 

Presiding Minister:  Pastor Scott Schellenberger 
Music Director:  Blaine Sack 
Worship Assistant:            Susan Dupuis 
Sexton:                             Karen Gauthier  
Projector Operator:           Gerry Vandersleen 
Video Recorder:                Ellen Vandersleen 
Sound Operator:               Gerry Vandersleen 
Counters:   Diane Hammel, Pamela Duplessis, Wilmer Verch  
Altar Care:                        Sandra Graham 
Ushers:                             Barry Gorr, Cheryl Sack 
Coffee Hour:                     Justine Mutlow, Michael Laabs 
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NEWS & ANNOUNCEMENTS 
PRAYER REQUESTS: Please pray for those who are ill, in hospital, or requested 
special prayers: Jason Godin, Martha Kodrzynski, Ella Lehman, Rhonda Mau, 
Heather Miller, Anneliese Trautrim, Joan Lehman, Judy and Larry Blais, Garnet 
Miller, Betty Kuehl, Lily Kubiseski, Karl Hausser, Elva & Clarence Gagne, Eva 
Hagenah, Barbara Schoof, Inge Latiok, Marcella Kuehl, Edie Brum, Otilia Saldana 
G, Kirk Weichenthal, Joan LaForce, David Brumm, Gwen Burchart, Don and 
Jeanette Nevile, James Dean, Charlie Merredew, Sandra Sell. 
 

 
OFFERINGS – HOW CAN YOU LEAVE A DONATION? 
1.) Place your gift in the OFFERING PLATES AT EITHER ENTRANCE to 
the of the church sanctuary. 
 

2.) You can also transfer a donation to the church by sending a gift via e-
transfer to zionoffice@nrtco.net. Please be sure to leave an address for tax 
receipts. 
 

DONATION 
A donation has been made to the Property Fund by Robbie Gorr in memory of his 
mother Ellen Gorr who passed away on April 1 2020.  
 

WORSHIP & MUSIC Mtg. Monday April 7th 2025 at 7:15 pm. 
 

COUNCIL Mtg. Tuesday April 7th at 7:00pm. 
 

WEDNESDAY MORNING COMMUNION SERVICE Join us for worship 
service on Wednesday April 9th  10:30 am This service is shorter than Sunday 
mornings accommodating the needs of seniors.    
 

SOUP & SANDWICH Wednesday April 9th at 5:30 pm.  
 

SOUP & SANDWICH SIGN-UP SHEET There is a sign-up sheet posted by the 
kitchen for those that wish to bring soup and/or sandwiches to share for our Soup, 
Sandwich and Service Dinners on Wednesday nights.  
 

LENTEN SERVICE Wednesday April 9th  at 6:30 pm.  
 

BULLETIN DELIVERY The Social Ministry’s’ last bulletin delivery will be May 
and resume in September. 
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MORNING SOCIAL There will be no morning socials in April due to a busy 
Lenten and Easter schedule and will resume in May. 
 

MAY GARAGE SALE 
We are accepting donations for our garage sale that will be held at Zion on Saturday 
May 3rd.  All items donated  can be placed on the stage.  Thank you for your support.   

KNITTERS AND CROCHETERS We will have another table of knit and crochet 
items as part of our Spring Yard Sale this year, Saturday May 3rd. Thank you to 
everyone who contributed items at our last yard sale…it was a wonderful addition 
to our sale. If you would like to donate items of any sort (dishcloths, hats, scarves, 
etc.), it would be most appreciated. If you have any questions, please talk to Karen 
Gauthier or Susan Dupuis. 
 

 
 

EASTER SERVICES: 
Sunday April 13th  – Palm Sunday 10:00 am 

Thursday April 17th  – Maundy Thursday 7:00 pm 
Friday April 18th  – Good Friday 10:00 am 

Sunday April 20th  – Easter 8:00 am and 10:00 am 
 

 
 

CONTACT INFORMATION 
Rev. Scott Schellenberger & Rev. Sue Nevile 
Cell: 705-313-0333(Pr. Scott)  
Cell: 905-441-3283 (Pr. Sue) 
sschellenberger@hotmail.com&suebird98@hotmail.com 
Zion Evangelical Lutheran Church 454 Miller Street, Pembroke, ON K8A 5Z4 Office: 613-732-8792 

 


