Cape company adds solar to new-home construction
Solar First: Tax credits, power costs, nmke bm&img with or addmg a solar sysrem make ‘cents’
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A Cape Coral business is looking to pave the way for
solar energy in Sowthwest Florda, and recently complet-
ed the first from-the-ground-up solar spec home in the
Cape.

Solar First, founded and headguariersd in Cape Coral
by Dherek Piotter. is hoping to help local residents save o
buck by building their prospective with solar, or add
to am existing strocture. As Hurricane lan just proved,
being without power for potentially weeks on end, espe-
cially in the heat, can be just as dangerous as it is ungom-
fortable, Batlery hack-up solar systems can continue io
keep power circulating even while off the ﬂ
todter, bom and raised in Cape Coral before leaving
the state o pursue ather ventwres, sabd be wanted to make
a differcnce in the commumnity he calls home.

He was looking inte some of the energpy-eificient
developments that were out there three vears apo when
Fl-ugil{-a had some of the lowest electricity rates in the
Teation.

Piotier sald adding =olar onto existing bomes then
wouldn't have made the difference it would today, so he
loaked into building new homes equipped o run on solar,
If solar is of mew comstruction, the homebuyer
receives a 30% tax credit on the roof supporting the solar
system in addition to the standard 30% tax credit that they
recelve on the solar system. Additbonally, bullders receive
0 32,500 tx credil if they build an energy-efficient home,

Fust-forwarding wears luter, Florida no longer boasts
minimil energy nfes

“Mfier the war in Ukraine, and massive energy increas-
cs that we saw, at that podnt, it became economically
viable to add solar to existing homes,” Piotter sald. “5o,
it"s been an interesting shift since we™ve been in this mar-
ket,”

Solar First constructed the first ground-up solar spec
hpmiz this past April, meaning the bouse was bullt and
designed for selar power use. The home 5 in the 2000
block of Morthwest 45th Place and was sokld this vear with
the homeowner currently accupying the space,

“This was the first one that we were developin
ground-up spec,’” Piotier sald. “'With those tax credits, it
alss allows people to achleve a very large tax credit after
they moved in, which can be very helpful fo first-time
hivme buyers, or peaple thad are scraping logether o gel o
i down payment on a howse. Also, 1o have their energy
needs bundled into their morgage where they can write
off intesest an the tax with that as well™

Pioticr, a Cape High graduate, found seccess in other
willks of life afler graduating college and pursaing busi-
ness opportunities in Mew York. After that pasd off, he
fedt the “Il.u:r:f o come hack home,

“1 reali that I really wanted to retwn home and
build & business in my hometown o tnuly belp where |
came from,” he said. “When 1 was in high school, you
didn't really have a lot of businesses to look up to Jocally,

“When the economics changed, 1 realized that building
an overall solar business bere that foceses on commercial
and residential (is something missing). Solar companies
would come inoand are incentivized to sell to the con-
sumer at an owtsized rate, and that sales team disappears
tor the stafe they caome from.”

Piastter said when solar is sold “incorrectly™ it results in
a negative experience for the end consumer. He wanted to
change that.

“I want to provide solar with the comect education with
the end consumer in mind rather than profits,” Piotler
said.

He returned fo Cape Coral in 2020 and founded the
company toe help betier serve resbdents.

Pioticr said now is a great time to book inbo solar, as the
Florida legislature extended the tax credit for solar for an
additional 10 yeurs

“Al this moment solar his reached an inflection petiod
where the price kas come down to such a level that you'll
sec 4 traditional payback period in less than 10 years,

“There ane very fow things you can do with your home
b ofFset your hills amd provide a way to lock in costs in
the future.”

Piotier said banks have even hopped on board e help
finance solar systerns.

While the Sunshine State would be an ideal location to
install solar, quite frankly, sorme just don't like the way it
Losakes, Piotter can sympathize,

“Persomally, I don’t like seeing solar on the front of a

bouse," he said. “In Flonda, it's mose aboot blending it
nicely with the house. For example, [ have a black metal
roof ami the black panels blend in e where you almos
don't motice i Is important o have o company that lis-
tens to what concerns ane about appearance and designs a
gysicm (b0 make the individual happy).™

When it comes to ow these panels will hold up ina
hurricane, Piotter said he had some concerns as well
(despite lab testing), but the proof was in the pudding
after lam, a Catepgory 4 storm,

E'r'cr_l.'bnd_'.- d say, “Wait until a hurricane. thosc
pancls will be flying off." [ heard that from everybody,"
Fiotter sabd. “I went to my mother’s bouse to help her dur-
ing the actual slorm, and when T pulled back up o my
house, truthfully, you don™t know what to expect, And
when I saw every single panel on my house intact, jusl as
described, it was clation. It was the ultimate confinma-
tion.”

Piotter said solar panels can actaally strengthen i roof,

“They wct as o bracing system because they anchor into
the trusses,” he said. "There wene cases (with housas with
solar) where one side of a roof came off, bat the arca with
the panels are were there and reinforced. You woubdn't
cxpect it, but vou see the proof after. Ouwr installation feam
dighn’t hive cme system bost afier Tan,”

Perhaps the icing on the cike when it comes 1o having
solar during o storm in the ability 1o run off the grid when
power gocs up using & backap battery and mircolnverters,

Solar First, founded and
headgquartered in Cape
Coral by Derek Piotter,
recently completed the
first mew congtruction

gpec  home built to
include solar energy in
the Cape. The home, in

the northwest Cape Coral,
retalns its curb appeal as
the solar panels are unob-
trusive from the street.
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which Solar First affers customers.

“It's a game changer,” Piotter said. “ And the tax credit
applies o the batberies as well.™

A e with existing solar without a hattery, can still
have rgr:t“lnﬂallud wm‘:@a tax credit. o

“For people who are on dialysis or other medical
cquipment, it provides contimuous power,” Plotter said.
“Generabors are greal, but a lot of things can happen with
generators as we know, Anl:] having that backup battery is
il hugc benefit for

Faoiter said at llﬁ'e end of the day, salar ksn't just about
going green, it"s about saving green.

“Whese people fall on the environmental scalbe, that's
subjective and can depend on every single person’s wanls
and needs,” he sapd, “In terms of saving money, every-
by ol thers wants b save money, And if you can prop-
erly educate the marked that solar is an investrent and
saves them money &5 opposed to pitching it as an envi-
ronmental benefit, . thit™s where you can fap into the mear-
ketplace

“It was hard before to present an economic case o add
golar to the home. [ think now it°s & combination of tax
credits the government has put forth, combined with ouar
staggering kncreascs in electricity costs lecally. We've
seen 30 10 0% increases over the lost few years, 1T makes
owverwhelming sense for people o elect o go solar,”

For more information on Solar  Firsi,
wiw solarfirst.os or call 239-29°7-4072.
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