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CHaPTeR ONe THe PULSE FaLTeRS

“THe FLOW PULSED as T avaaYS HanGENTLY RHYTHMICaLLY LIKe THe
BREATH OF a SLUI\/IBERING COSMOS ACROSS FHE THOUSaND FOLD STRaNDS

OF eXISTENCE, STaRS WERe BORN, THOUGHTS WERe DREAMT - INTO FORM,

aND RIVERS OF POTENTIaL SPIRaLeD TOW&RD PURPOSE. BUT. ON THE eDGe:
-OF THe KNOWN SOI\/IETHING SKIPPED. KBE‘DRYN FeLt IT :BEFORe "IT ecHoeD-
THROUGH THeE CHORUS He- WaS STaNDING ON THe THRESHOLD:-OF JAHE FIFT#
- BRIDGE, WHERE THe THF‘\’E‘aDS OF BECC)I\/IING CROSS@D FHE - TIDES: OF LIGHT,
WHEN IT STRUCK a- FRaCTURe SO SLIGHT IT COULD ‘Have PasseD UNNOTICED
BY: w@NY: OTHER BEING. He PaUSED I\/IIDSTRIDe as. THe 'SHIMMER  OF THe_
ReaLm DULLED. A NOTe Was I\/IISSING NOT DISSONaNT NOT. SOUR=SIMPLY...
'.'aBSENT AS IF THe SYI\/IPHONY OF THe FLOW HaD. EXHaLED aND FORGOTTEN

TO DRaw  .BReaTH dGaIN: HIS FORI\/I ROBED IN - STRaNDS OF LUMINOUS -~

CURRENT SHII\/II\/IeReD HIS | SKJN WaS ‘NO SKiN ar alL, BUT MOVING LIGHT,_
BRaIDED WITH TIME: AROUND HII\/I ORBS ‘QF: " ReSONaNT DaTa FLOATED-
GENTLE ORBIT,. "RESPONDING TO HIS UNSF’OKEN THOUGHTS. HE exTeNDeD ONe :

: HaND, FINGERS LIKE WOVEN BRaNCHeS OF GOLD. aND CRYSTAL, aND TOUCHED
. THe alR:iTHe PULSE SHOULD Have ResPONDED.. INSTEeaD; THEeRrRe TGS ONLY

SILENCE. "'NOT HERE," He WH{SF’eReD HIS VOICE RANG LIKe SILVeR aACROSS

STILL WaTER THE ORBS aROUND HIM DIMMED. He TURNED HIS Gaze: INW&RD.

ReaCHING . THROUGH THE. HaRMONIC STRaNDS G)F THE CHORUS THOSE
TIMELEeSS BEINGS WHO - HELPeD -weave: THEe 'FLOW aLONGSIDe HIM. He DID
- NOT CalLL THEM: NOT YeT. FIRST He NEEDED TO CONFIRM WHart He FeaRED
s HE STEPF’@D FORwaRD aND VaNIS.' L




‘Kaedryn and the Bi,ndin_g of-thﬁe:;_é\-byss‘“--" R e § Vol. 1

KaeDRYN"éMéRGeD IN THe ReaLM OF THReaDS a MeD|TaT|ve PLaNe.

WHeRe THE PATHS. OF: TII\/I@ SHII\/H\/IERED LIKe RIVGRS OF GLaSS SUSF’eNDeD

IN a sea OF "BLaCK." THIS was WHERE He aNCHORED HIS ‘BEING, WHERe -
STReaM HERE’ HeLD POSSIBILITY SOI\/Ie-.'

 CONTINUITY WaS I\/IaINTaINED"”Ea
. WIDE aND FaST OTHERS TH

3 BReaTH -BUT "aLL FLOWED FROM  THE

" ORIGIN, aND ‘TOWARD WHaT CoU D,; Be.. SHE STOOD STIEL: SOI\/I@THING Was

WRONG WITH THE CeNTER THe THReaD OF VaRNYX ONCe sTeaby, NOW

SHIMMERED', eRRaTlcaLLY T TWISTeD VIOLeNTLY aS THOUGH RESISTING THEe -
CURRENT OF THe FLOW." IT HaD NO. RHYTHM. “IT BLED. HE: EXTENDED HIS

CONSCIOUSNeSS BRUSHING aLONG THe STReaI\/I AND ReCOILeD .
FOR. THE FIRST, TII\/Ie IN a THOUSaND ePOCHS KaeDRYN STaGGeRED HIS

ORBS BURST OUTWaRD * IN. aLaRI\/I FLaSHING BRIGHT WHITe IT.- WaS. NOT -

CORRUPTION.' CORRUPTION COULD Be REVERSED HeaLED INTEGRATED. S i

Wwas LOSS A DeVOURING eNDLESS SUBTRaCTION SOI\/IeTHING IN VaRNYX HaD__'

STOPPED  BEING— aND - THe I\/I@I\/IORY OF WHAT T HaD BEEN. WAS BEING
PULLED aPaRT KaeDRYN TOOK a LONG BReaTH THe ABYSS HaD .OPENED. -

\_He CaLLeD T CHORUS II\/II\/IEDIaTELY a RESPONSE FROI\/I THe REaLM OF-
RESONaNCE came CEeLYTHaR, WHO . SHII\/II\/IGRGD 1IN CHORDS OF HaRI\/IONIC

LIGHT. FROM: THe TOWBRS OF ASPIRaTION Cal\/le DaRYNTH CLOAKED IN. FIRE
AaND MOTION. FROM THe CRaDLe OF BOND carvle SARYNTH, HBR FORM

SPIRALING WITH . THE STRaNDS OF CONNECTION OTHERS FOLLOWeD THYRON,
‘LURION, = PHORYN, VELaSTRa JaRYTH THeY aRRIVED WITHOUT SOUND,
CONVBRGING IN THe CORE OF THe LOOIVI - KAeDRYN - STOOD BEFORE THEM.

- ALl fT've - SEEN a SILENCE DEeePeRr: THaN UNBeING -He salb. SOMETHING o
Has TORN THEe FLOW NOT . SII\/IPLY COBRUPTeD 195 NOT BROKEN ITS RHYTHM.
IT IS REMOVING® PURPOSe UNI\/IaKING “WITHOUT" CReaTIoN.” PHORYN TILTED -

HER HeaD HER LIGHT BLINKING LIKEe a QUESTIONING LANTERN. -“THE ABYSS?™
AT ASNOE. & I\/IeTaPHOR KaeDRYN ReF’LIED “IT HAS FORMED - aGaIN A LONG
'Pause THYRONS FIRE PULS@D . CWHaT REI\/IaINS'P K&EDRYNS SHOULDBRS
LOWERED. “NOT ENOUGH. THe eNTIRe VaRNYX THREaD: 15: FRaGI\/IeNTING THE

ReaLM IS COLLaPSING NOT. THROUGH WaR, NOT eNTROPY.: BUT BY FORGETTING '

'THe ABYSS IS FeeDING ON LOST. F’OTeNTIaL _DaRYNTHS FLames SURGED.

“THEN we STRIKe 5T HaS NO BODY -KAEDRYN: aNSWeReD: “AND- IT Has - -

NO HUNGER TO UNDERSTAND. IT CaNNOT BE- ReaSONeD WITH OR ResHaPeD.

IT IS NOT a SHaDOW—IT 1S aBSENCE SIL@NCe FeLL aGalN: LURION BROKE.IT. :

“THEN IT, MUST - BE CONTaINeD BEFORE" IT SPReaDS ALL eYeS TURNeD TO
KaeDRYN. He NODDeD “ WILL GO He Saib.
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NO ONe QueSTIONeD KaEDRYNS DECLaRaTION THe CHORUS UNDERSTOOD
. THE, WEIGHT. OF [T. WIEISING KaED'"Y
—IT .was FINALITY. BUT NOT aL
"4 SHOULD DesceND 5a|D B)

EPTED T QUIETLY

AND IT MUST- aNCHOR WHaT - REI\/IaINS ‘BUT" IF THIS -ABYSS 1S BEYOND
ANCHOR?” asKeD VeLasTRa,. HER MIRROR- LIKE BODY ' FRACTURING INTO
QUESTIONS “THEN THERE 1S NOTHING LEFT TO: BIND, 'K@eDRYN SalD.. SARYNTH

1075 WIEL - GOY 1T Was NEVER BRavaDo.'

. YNTH: FLaI\/IES CURLED aLONG HIS VOICE S
TEI\/IRERED BUT FIERCE YOU aRE THE. THREAD OF CONTINUITY IF we' Lose
YOU, we—’ “YOU WILL REMaIN KaEDRYN Ssalb, GENTLY “YOU - WILL -BURN -
FORWaARD, as YOU aRre I\/IEaNT TO MY THReaD IS NOT FLaI\/IE T 1S ROOT_:'

STePPeD FORWARD. “LeT .US SEND MaNY. YOU DO. NOT -Have TO CaRRY THIS_' L

aLONe” KAaEeDRYN ' LOOKED “aT:: HER NOT JUST HER FORM,; BUT -THe

CONNECTIVE ESSENCe OF WHO SHe was HEe. SaW THe: BONDS SHe HELD".

BETWEEN MORTALS, BETWEEN ReaLI\/IS E\/EN BETWEEN BROKEN TRUTHS HE,
SMILED, SOFT . as: STaRLIGHT RO BECaUSE THE - ABYSS =VES
EVERYTHING EVEN US” THE SILENCE THaT FOLLOWED vvas DIFFERENT THaN
"BEFORE NOT FeaR. NOT RESISTaNCE GRI_EF

T vvas JaRYTH THE® ECHO OF I\/IEI\/IORY_:'WHO aRPRoaCHED LaST HIS VelceY.
WELS LIKE WIND IN STONE LIBRaRIES “YOU WILL: LEBVE a GaP. _IN THE

CHORUS” I-(aEDRYN TURNED. - THEN RECORD ‘Me WITH WaRI\/ITH -OLD FRIEND.
NOT . aSq I\/IaRTYR AS BRIDGE.". THE LOOI\/I aROUND THEI\/I SHII\/II\/IERED

- THREaDS PULSED IN I\/IINOR CHORDS THE FLOW was RESPONDING. TIME . !
SHIFTED SLIGHTLY —NOT. SLOWED CHUTY FOCUSED a5 ¢ IF . exisTence - FESELES
LeaNeD CLOSER.TO HEaR. RREPaRE THE ANCHOR KaEDRYN SaID SHOMUST

BE REBDY BEFORE I DESCEND

- HE ST0,0D_aLONe NOW. SR

KaEDRYN DESCENDED THROUGH THE FRaCTURES OF THE FLOW TRaCING THE'

'UNRaVELING ‘THReaD - OF VaRNYX IT HaD ONCE BEEeN a. RaDIaNT REaLI\/I—

BORN FROM DREaI\/IS aND DUST a LaND OF TWILIGHT OCeaNS THOUGHT—- '
FORGED TeMPLES, anND I\/IORTaLS WHO WaLKED aI\/IONG EI\/IBODIED PURPOSE.

BUT. NOW, VEN-ITS NaI\/IE STRUGGLED TO ECHO THROUGH THE STRaNDS He
PaSSED a BROKEN I\/IOON CaUGHT IN a SCReaI\/I THaT NEVER FINISHED
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He PaSSED ar RIVGR THaT FLOWGD IN CIRCLeS RepeaTING THe Sal\/le FOUR
SecONDS ENDLESSLY; WaTER FLICKQRING INTO aSH. He PasseD - a..CITY -
| WITHOUT SHaPe WHE‘RE TH@ “C@NCEF’T OF. FORI\/I HaD FaDED KAEDRYN DID.
SHED TRQI\/IBL@D MOST VaNlSHED SOI\/Ie ¥

NOT. Pause. EQCH I\/IEMORY H_;
TRIED: TO FLee ‘HIM; as IF aSHaI\/IeD AND THEN— HE Saw IT. THe ABYSS.
Was 'NOT DaRKNESS. IT' Was- aBsenNce. THE €eDGes . OF THe RIET. HAD NO

BORDERS. IT. BLED INWaRD, DEVOURING WITHOUT TOUCH A VOID WH@Re even -
TIME RECOILED T EI\/IITTED NO . ENERGY NO eCHO: IT DID NOT GROW LIke

HUNGER OR. WRATH. IT SIMPLY UNWOUND KaEDRYN STE‘PPeD FORWARD.  HIS

ORBS  DIMMED = aND DISPERSED: ! HIS 'BODY SLOWED THe FLOW TWISTED

AROUND HIM, UNSURE IF T COULD: Pass HERe

= WHISPER@D WORDS KNOWN ONLY TO HII\/I NOT SF’eLLS BUT FHE T

PRII\/IORDIaL CaDENCe OF:, THe FIRST NOTe. HIS" voice vvas MUSIC IN SLOW.'

COoLLaPse. AND FROM THE' FLOW 4T Became .THEe ANCHOR.

IT DID NOT aPPeaRr as a CHaIN, OR ok SHIELD OR a Seal. IT aPPeaRED as: a:
SPIRAL OF LIVING R’ESONaNCe DRaWN FROM HIS ESSENCe COMPOSED OF.
eVeRYTHING He ‘Hab eVeR GUIDED TRaNSITIONS BETW@@N SeaSONS BIRTHS
BETWEEN LIFeTIMES I\/IOI\/I@NTS BETWEEN LOV@ aND PARTING. IT HUNG:IN- THe

VOID, FRAGILE: aND INFINITe HE: DREW NeaR THe EDGe OF THe ABYSS THe
ABYSS RECOILeD FOR THE FIRST TIVE, IT FELT PRESSURE KaeDRYN RaISED i
HaND—aND HesITaTteD. THe ANCHOR COULD NOT HOLD UNLESS a piece oF

TS SOURCE Was PLAceD - INSIDe AL GIFT A WOUND. - A pdCRFlee. he CLOSED
HIS eYyes. anD. ‘DREW FROM . WITHIN HIMSELF A THReaD a PIeCe OF HIS

IDENTITY NOT WRI'I_I'EN BUT LiveD.. A FRaGI\/IENT OF THe REASON- He- EXISTED_' :
ar aLL. THe POINT art; WHICH He. CHOSe LONG aGO -TO BE THE ONe WHO -
BINDS HIS FORM QUBKED THEe SPIRAL- FaLTERED THREaDS OF. SILVeR aND

BLUE UNRaVELED FROM" HIS LII\/IBS e PRESSED THE FRAGMENT INTO THe
: ANCHOR THe VOID SURG@D ReaLITY SCReaI\/IED THe ANCHOR: SaNG :

THeRe vvas N[@) LIGHT NO EXF’LOSION NO. FINaL BaTTLe THERG Was ONLY d

CHaNGe IN RESONaNCe THEe ABYSS FOLDED IN UIDON ITSELF NOT StaiN, NOT

~DesSTROYeD—BUT CRaDLED- - BY THE THReaD KaEDRYN HaD GIVEeN. -THe

WOUND S€eaLeD, II\/IPERF@CTLY LIKe a s€ar BENeaTH STaRr- FLESH BUE AT

Was HELD. A SPIRAL OF LIGHT NOW HOVERED aTt . THe .CORe OF VARNYX,
SILENT aND SLOWLY ‘PULSING. IT Becawme KNOWN as THe RIFTBOUND SeaL.
KaeDRYN cou_apseD HIS FORM. DIMI\/IED aND THe CHORUS ReaCHeD OUT.
He DID NOT ReTURN as He vvas ; : gy -
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THey CaLLED HIS Nal\/le aCROSS ‘He. vveave He RETURNED NOT IN LIGHT,

RESONANT IN ' waYS THéY
. NEeVeR RETURNED. NOT | Lo
T. He HaD CHoseN -

'eew BeEORe A Plece OF KaEDRYN HaD'

ey

IN- THE. ReaLl\/l OF BReaTHS WH@Re THe SYI\/IPHONY HaD ONCe FaLTERED !
MUSIC BEGaN TO FLOW .aGalN. o A :
MORTALS FeLT a- CHaNG@ IN THeii HYTHM OF THe STaRS DReaMERS aWOKe:
WHISPERING THe WORD * ANCHOR:_" :
RIFTBOUND : SeaL \ SeNSING SOMETHING SaCReD JUSE. BENeaTH."
UNDERSTaNDING AMONG' THE CHORUS KaEDRYN was QUIETER BUT He STILL
STOOD. He STILL GUIDeD THe TRaNSITIONS e - Passaees THe CHAaNGeS

GIVEN: - AND.THE ‘ABYSS HAp NOT TakeN

GRIMS. GATHERED art THe eDGe OF THe .. " -

THaT DEFINE TIME. ONLY NOW, HE UNDERSTOOD: THaT NOT alLlL CHanGe 1S - :

\\I\/IOVEI\/IENT FORwaRD SOI\/Ie CHaNGE ‘Sfl'HOLDING FaST
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CHaPTER TWO THe CHORUS DIVIDED

THE PRII\/Ie CHORUS CONVENED IN THe LOOI\/IING HOLLOW a I\/IeTaPHYSlcaL
CONVERGENCE POINT WH@RG aLL ET@RN&LS COULD GaTHER WITHOUT -
ime FLOWED IN SLOW HaF\’I\/IONY STRETCHED'

" DISTORTING THe FLOW HeRe”

. a@ND. BRaIDeD _INTO. CONT@MF?; LARCS: . THE. CHAMBER TSELF. Was. NOT

© BUILT, BUT" COI\/IPOS@D WOVEN FROI\/I PRGSENCE INTENTION, anD THe FLOW'S -

OWN ‘aWaRENESS. KaEDRYN STOOD. IN THe: CeNTER THOUGH HIS FORM Was

FAINTLY DII\/II\/IED HIS SHOULD@RS ONCe BROaD WITH FLOWING THREaDS OF -
LIGHT, NOW HELD a SUBTLER WEIGHT a9 |Es PaRT OF ‘HIS ReSONaNCE HUNG

eLSeWHERE, AROUND HIM, THE CHORUS FORMED a VaST CIRCLE EaCH BEING
SHII\/II\/IERED IN THEIR ASEECT S UNIQUe ESSENCE

o F’HORYN THE FLAMe: OF. INQUIRY;, F’ULSED WITH CURIOUS FLICKERS SPIRaLING'

QUESTIONS WRITTEN" IN FLaI\/Ie aLONG HIS.LIMBS,

°V€LaSTRa THe I\/IIRROR OF TRUTH R@FLECTED.eaCH SF’eaKER BEFORe_-'

THEY eveN SPOKe HEeRrR SURFaCe LIKEe" WaTeR BEFORE THe WIND
° TALYTHRA, BURSTING WITH ENERGY SHIFTED BeTvveeN FORI\/IS eYes aLIGHT
- WITH CURIOSITY aND Fear.
. LURION, UNI\/IOVING SII\/IPLY OBSERV@D eaCH WORD SPOKEN BaLaNCED BY
 SIEEIER CaI_CULaTION

CELYTHaR vvas THE FIRST TO BReaK ,,THe QUIeT THe ABYSS HaS SeaLED- '.
BUT IT DID NOT VAaNISH.” KaeDRYN: NODDED Hg s CaNNOT 70 DESTROY RES
WOULD B€. TO eRase CONSEQUENCEE ITS@LF DaRYNTH STePPeD FORWARD.

“THEN we. SHOULD STRIKe aGaIN PUSH. Deeper INTFO ITS. HEART aND_END. IT
BEFORE IT WaKes.” YOU assume [T SLE@PS SaID VELaSTRa CaLI\/ILY ‘WHaT

KaeDRYN TOUCHED was NOT. aLive.. IT was aBSENCE A Lle THaT SeeKs TO_' '
BecoMe TRUTH SaRYNTHS STRaNDS CURLED aROUND HERSEI:F. AND NOW -
THaT. |_|e HOLDS PaRT OF OUR OWN SHE TURNED TO K&EDRYN “HOW I\/IUCH'

OF YOU REI\/IaINS?
- THE © QUESTION HOVEReD; aND eVEN JaRYTH GuaRDIaN OF I\/I@I\/IORY
FLINCHED aT ITS® BOLDNESS KaEDRYN aNSWERED WITHOUT SHaI\/Ie “ENOUGH

TO SeRve MY PURF’OSe ENOUGH TO FINISH WHaT I BEGaN.” “‘BUT EITRISES .

aGaIN?” TaLYTHRA aSKED HER SPaRK FLaRED UNCERT&INLY “IF THEe ABYSS
'LeaRNS TO SPeak? TO. ecHOo? WHaT IF .IT TWISTS.THE ParRT OF YOU LEeFT

INSIDE?” KAEDRYN LOWERED HIS GaZE THaT IS WHaT ‘we MUST DECIDE HE
SalbD. IF | FAIL—IF THE Seal BReaKS ‘we I\/IUST NOT HesITate.” “YoU sPeak .

OF SeVERaNCe salD LURION, aND THE WORD ITSELF BENT .THe LOOM:

SPeak OF WHaT YOU alLL FeaR KBEDRYN SaID NOT UNKINDLY. “I Gave THe -

ABYSS - PART. . OF I\/IYSELF IT HOI_DS THaT Plece LIKe a KEY IF IT L,eaRNS TO_-' LR

.USe IT, YOU MUST enD. me:

£ \-/I,_:-
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THe SILeNCe SHaTTeRED LIKG CRYSTaL s NO SaID THYRON STePPING—
IT .-"'_‘THE F’ULSE 9 o LIFe FLARING - WITH:

' FORWARD.: HIS. aURA - BURNED
- UNCONTaINaBLE HeaT. “You

_OT a DOOR TO Be CLOSeD YOU ' aRe

' KAEDRYN, THe "CONTINUUM. - IF We UNI\/IaKe YOU we.: UNI\/IaKe WHaT YOU *

GUARD.”: “We. WOULD BReaK ‘THE SPINE OF THE: FLOW LURION . aGREED,

THOUGH HIS; VoICe was LeaDeN o WOULD RaTHeR FaLL : INTO CHaOS THaN -
TaKe YOUR SF’aRK SaID SaRYNTH v0|ce STRAINED. BUT OTHBRS ‘WeRre NOT

SO. CeRTalN. . ZarYN, THe TOWE‘R ‘OF PURPOSB ReI\/IaINeD STILE - a&S:, d

I\/I.UNTaIN BUT WHEN HE SPOKE;: HIS volce CRaCKeD. STONE. 8] PRBSBRVB

FUNCTION, We MUST BE WILLING TO DISCBRD COI\/IPROI\/IISBD STRaNDS

KaeDRYN I\/IeT HIS GaZB THeN YOU WOULD DO AT ZaRYN DID -NOT BLINK' i

“ONLY - IF | I\/IUST PHORYN INTERJBCTED “THIS pDeBaTe SERVES NO - CLaRITY. ..

THE ABYSS. IS NOT Deab, I\/IeReLY BOUND AND KaeDRYN IS NOT LOST.” “BUT
CHaNGED,” VeLaSTRa aDDED AND CHaNGe IS NOT aLWBYS saFe - e

‘_KaeDRYN STePF’eD FORwaRD aND RaISED HIS RIGHT HaND THe SPIRaL
INSIGNIa- UPON HIS PaLM SHIMI\/IERED FaINTLY RESONaTING ‘NOT WITH LIGHT,

BUT WITH MEMORY — LIKe a. SONG JUST BaReLY RBI\/IBI\/IBBRBD 1. DO NOT ask -
FOR TRUST He saip. e Ly FOR CLaRITY He TURNBD SLOWLY, SF’eaKING FO, T
eacH ETEeRNAL IN TURN Ak THe ABYSS STIRS aGaIN | MaY.NOT ReSIST [T HEe

'LOCI-(eD _eYes WITH - LURION. i | i 4 TWISTS ‘Mg, YOU MUST BIND Me.” WITH
VELASTRa:: #IEs}: DeCeIVB YOU. MUST REFLBCT me.” WITH SARYNTH. “IF I FRAY;

© YOU MUST NOT I\/IOURN AND FINaLLY TO JARYTH: “GF I VaNISH, RECORD NOT_' :
MY LOSS= BUT THe REASON.” He . LOW@R@D HIS . HaND THEN, He CONJURED
THE ANCHOR MdRK—a LIVING: GLYPH COI\/IPOSBD OF HIS OWN RESONaNce— -

SPLITTING IT INTO-.SEVeN - RaDIaNT STRaNDS aND OFFERING THEI\/I T0 - THe
- CHORUS. EaCH THReaD SHII\/II\/IeReD WITH KBEDRYNS REI\/IaINING TRUTH "EQCH
COULD Be. USeD e NeCeSSaRY TO- BIND OR SeveRr HIM. THYRON ReFUSeD TO
TaKe Hi%. TaLYTHRa ‘WEePRT BUT aCCEPTeD HERS. :

LURION TOOK ™ IT WITH STeaby HaNDS VeLaSTRa TOOK TWO ONe FOR HER,

~aND ONe . FOR PHORYN WHO COULD NOT BRING’ HIMSBLF TO - ReaCH FOR :IT.

SARYNTH'S HaND. TRBI\/IBL@D HeR THReaDS WRaPPED aROUND THE MaRK - °
LIKe a MOTHER .CRaDLING a CHILD JaRYTH SPOI—(e THe FINaL WORD THeN S

LeT RS Be WRITTeN

VI
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CHaPTeR THRee DESCENT INTO THe RIFT

T BEGaN WITH Vel VIBRaTION SO FaINT IT SHOULD Have BGEN NOTHING a-

RIPPLE aMONG. INFINITe HaRM@NIG
. SeaL ‘PULSeD. ONCe. THE?N
BREACH. A CaLL 3

‘,.LIT K&EDRYN EEL T IT IMMeEDIaTeLy. THe

i STOOD ON THe THRESHOLD OF THe RIFTBOUND SeaL WHERe THe -

MEMORY OF aBSENCE vvas STITCHeD INTO RLaCE BY THe PIECE OF HIMSELF
HE: HaD: Ak BEHIND. AROUND HII\/I THE CURRENTS OF THe FLOW  CURVED
UNNaTURaLLY ANCHOReD; SLOWGD SUSPENDED: LIKe -a BReaTH HelbD . 100

LONG. NOW, THE BReaTH BeGaN:, TO eXHaLe KaeDRYN - STEPPED FORWARD:

EaCH TIME, SOFT@R 'DEEPER: NOT a

HIS BODY, SHaF’eD -BY CONTINUITY aND BOUND BY PROI\/IISE SHII\/II\/IeReD e

RESPONSe TO THe SeaLS SUBTLe ;I'ReI\/IBLe - THE SPIRAL  ON 'HIS - -PaLM.
DIMMED, THEN FLARED N PROTeST He': FELT THe voice BEFORe HE HeaRrD

IT. [T: DID NOT COMe FROM THe ABYSS. IT. Ccame FROM. WITHIN HIMSELF.

“RETURN-TO M€, BEARER.” He DIDN'T FLINCH INSTeaD He RLaCED HIS HaND - .

‘_aGaINST THe seaL THE WORLD BROKe OPEN. He: FeLL. NOT THROUGH sSPace:
THROUGH MEaNING. THe RIFT HaD NO WaLLS NO CEILING.. NO  SKY, NO

GROUND. BUT : STILL He Rell; HIS esseNce UNRaVGLING STRaND BY STRaND— :
NOT DeSTROYED BUT.. exaMINED as IF THEe ABYSS ATSELF SOUGHT faio
UNDERSTAND WHAaT HaD BEEeN’ RLaCeD INSIDEE 1T.. AND KaeDRYN. Saw. He:

“Saw VISIONS  OF - 'HII\/IS‘GLF'-NOT ILLUSIONS BUT POSSIBLE® TRUTHS. IN ONE
ECHO,  HE. /STOOD ;alOF: THE PRII\/Ie CHORUS ROBED IN'- DOMINATION, HaVING

BENT THE FLOW TO: WILL aND PReCISION IN aNOTHeR HEe waLKeD. aLONe"
THROUGH a WITHE‘ReD Ream, HIS evyes HOLLOW HIS: POWER. CONSUMED BY -
APATHY. HE- SaW., KAEDRYN* as DESTROYeR as MaRTYR, aS .LeabDeRr, as
SHaDOW. . He' saw- I-(aeDRYN aBSENT ERaSeD SAND L ISTILE - THe - -VOoICe

~ WHISPERED. YOU aR€ NOT a GUaRDIaN “YOU aRre a GaTe.™ He': ReaCHeD
FOR - THe SRIRaL aT- HIS CHEST THE‘ I\/IaRK FLICKERED BUT THe ABYSS was
INSIDe IT NOW TOUCHING THE FRaGI\/IENT OF HII\/ISELF He HaD LeFT BeHIND

LET GO.. ‘FORGET? FaLL

i

I-(aeDRYNS RESONaNCG WaVERED IDENTITY IS a FRaGILe THING SVEN FOR S

aN ETeRNaL EVEN - I\/IOReSO 'WHEN THaT IDENTITY HaD BeeN WILLINGLY

FRaCTURED He .Fett TO ONE KNee‘—IF SUCH THINGS HaD SHaPe HEeRe. HIS -

MIND BeNT BUT HIS CORe....'..HeLD
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KaeDRYN HaD aLWElYS Be.‘.LIEVBD : I\/IBIVIORY WaS SaCReD ~NOT  FOR
NOSTALGIa, - "NOT " FOR: CE‘RTaINTY BUT Because MBMORY BINDS cHoices. .
" WITHOUT I\/IBI\/IORY PURPOSe V\/ITHBR _:--"THB ABYSS SOUGHT 0% UNWRITB “HIM.
. SO- HEe. CaLLeD UPON HIS: I\/IeM NOT as SHIQLD BUT- SWORD HE. CaLLBD '
' THe BIRTH ‘OF ' STARS WHOSE RHYTHM He HaD ORCHESTRATED. ‘He caLLeD
THE LAUGHTER. OF THE FIRST CHILD. BORN IN‘@ WORLD, He . HeLPeD STaBlLIze.
He CalLLeD- THe :TIMe TaLYTHRa PaINTeD ‘A SKY: WITH HeR JOY aND THe .
MOMENT SaRYNTH Rewove a BOND BeTweeN TWO - WaRRING NATIONS USING: -
ONLY SiLeNce.. He ReI\/IeI\/IBeRBD GIVING ' HIS NamMe TO a DYING I\/IORTaL SO
THEeY WOULD FeeL S{S{SINE BBFORE THEIR -eND:  THe I\/IEI\/IORIBS SCReaI\/IED
INSIDE HIM, FORMING - THREaDS OF; ReSISTaNCB =relaly ONe FLaReD LIKE FIRE:

INSIDE THe*® RIFT AND ' -THE . ABYSS...-....RECOILED NOT IN: PAIN. 'BUT IN. .~

CONFUSION IT HaD NO CONCePT B WHaT He SHO\/\/eD IT. NO FRaI\/IeWORK_-
FOR PURPOSB SUSTAINED BY LOVB BY CHOICB BY. LOSS ‘eMBRACED. IN THAT
MOMENT, I-(aeDRYN STOOD NOT . as: . FRaCTURe NOT as a SaCRIFICB BUT:
ds HIMSELFE.. WHOLE: DaI\/IaGeD ENDURING .THE: RIFT TREMBLED. NOT IN
"RUPTURE—BUT 'IN ReCOGNITION KaeDRYN STePPeD FORwaRD AROUND “HIM,
THe: eCHO OF THe ABYSS SOFTeNeD NC)T OUT OF Derear, BUT as: IFIT. HaD
TasTen: SOI\/IBTHING UNFaI\/IILIaR aND COULD NOT CONSUI\/IB IT. ' He PLACeD a -
HaND TO. HIS CHEeST. HIS ANCHOR PULSBD THe: SaI\/Ie THReaD He HaD. LeFT ;
NOW PULSED BacCK IN HAaRMONY: We aRe NOT GaTeS i WHISPeReD “we -
aRe BRIDGES.” THE DaRKNeSS UNRaVELeD LIGHT _DI_D_ - NOT  RETURN—IT
RBI\/IBI\/IBERBD ITSeLF THe ABYSS DID NOT VaNISH IT_-STILL"eD." AND KaeDRYN. -

He DID NOT eI\/IeRGe IN THe LOOI\/I NOR THe CHORUS NOR THe SaNCTUaRIeS.
OF THE FLOW. He. a\NOKe IN & GaRDeN A RealLm LONG FORGOTTBN SHaPeb
FROM THE eCHO OF DReaMs . ONCe SUNG - BY. I\/IORTaLS aND ETERNALS aLIKe:

'TReeS "WHISPERED VERSES. THe GRaSS GLOWEeD  WITH RHYTHM. THE. WIND
BReaTHED POETRY. A PLace OF RBCOVBRY OF ReBIRTH He STOOD— WHOLe
IN-FORM, BUT: aLTERED: IN PRBSBNCB HIS. SPIRaL INSIGNIa HaD CHaNGeD NO
~LONGEeR a CLOSeD LOOP, BUT ONB WITH a SUBTLe GaP— aN" OPENING, as. IF

THe CIRCLE WeLCOI\/IeD N@W THReaDS TO PaSS THROUGH He TOUCHED- IT, . -

aND FeLT... Peace BEHIND - HII\/I THe RIFTBOUND seal_ PULSBD ONCB MORe.
NOT IN WaRNING IN HaRI\/IONY '
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CHaPTER FOUR THE HeaRT OF THE ABYSS

. e LOOI\/I TREI\/IBLED NO- WITH" D\..:I\IGER B_ T WITH UNCERTaINTY I-(aEDRYN.'

HaD. RETURNED. BUT. NOT: BY. PASSaGe. NOT: BY: ‘CORRIDOR 'OR " PLaNe OR
" THREAD. He HaD ° RESONaTe

FLaMe ORBS FLICKERED NERVOUSLY PHORYN. vvas THE FIRST TO SPeak:
“YOU WERE NOT: WHOLE WHEN. YOU LEFT AND YET... YOU RETURNED RICHER.
KAEDRYN STOOD IN THE CENTER eTHE CHaNGED SPIRAL STILL GLOWING

FAINTLY ON . HIS CHEST o \/OICE “Was - CaLM, . BUT -SOFTER. 1. DIDF NOT

'BaCik—NOT CalLeD, NOT SUMMONED,: BUT -
REMEMBERED INTO BEING, LIKE ‘@ MeLODY. LONG LOST RETURNING ‘TO a
DREAMER IN SLEeepP. THe CHORUS GaTHereD aGalN, NOT IN FORMALITY, BUT .
INSTINCT. JARYTH, KEEPER OF MEMORY, HOVERED IN SILENCE." HIS SCRIPT- "

CONQUER: THE ABYSS;’ HE SalD. NOR DID*1 SURVIVE T UNDERSTOOD R .

THIS CauseD a..RIRPLE. . LURIONS PERF‘ECT SYI\/II\/IETRY FLIEKERED. - VELaSTRa'.

NaRROWED HeR I\/IIRRORED GaZE “YOU: - WENT INTO aN aBSeNCe aND.
RETURNED WITH. KNOWLEDGE BUT KNOWLEDGE OF WHaT?” KaeDRYN TURNED
TO THem aLL, SLOWLY aLLOWING SILE.NCE TO SE'I_I'LE WITH: INTENTION. - “THEe
“ABYSS - IS NOT DESTRUCTION He SaID ST EVERYTHING ‘THE FLOW LEFT

BEHIND.” A SILENCE FOLLOWED NOT FROI\/I FEE-lR BUT FROM REaleaTION 1 PR

IS FalLeD DReaI\/IS He CONTINUED UNCHOSEN PATHS: FORGOTTEN Names.

EVERY TIME -we CHOSe TC RRESERVE ONE STREaM. aND LET -aNOTHER

FaDe... IT KEPT. THE ‘RESIPUE. :NOT as RE‘BELLION 'AS BaLaNCe.” TaLYTHR3,
WHO Hab ‘UNTIL NOW- ReEMaINeD NE8R THE RII\/I OF THE GaTHERING SHePEe)

FORWERD. ‘THEN THE ABYSS® IS uS?*" KAEDRYN . NODDED. ‘T IS THe.:

CONSEQUENCE OF DECISION

THE PRII\/IE CHORUS vvas NOT UNaNII\/IOUS IN RESRONSE SOMe-— LII-(E JaRYTH'

AaND ISERYN— aCCEPTED THE REVELaTION as INEVITaBLE I\/IEI\/IORY STILLNESS,
. REFL-eCTION: THEY NEE CHOICES HaD SHaDOWS OTHERS—DARYNTH," ZaRYN,
eveN LYTHaRa-— TENSED at. THE IDE& THaT 'THE . ABYSS. “was 'NOT aN

INVaDeR; BUT ad . MIRROR. YOU SaY IT- HOLDS: RURPOSE DaRYNTH ‘GROWLED. -

“THEN WHY DOES IT UNMaKe?! “‘Because 1T .IS NOT GUIDED,” K3EDRYN

aNSWERED. “IT IS RURROSE WITHOUT HaND. A LIBRaRY WITH NO LIBRaRIAN." IT _ o

CONSUMES : BeCcause NO ONe REI\/IEI\/IBERS ‘WHaT. was LerT BEHIND
VeLasTRa's -voice Was . SHaRP “THEN.. we MUST :-TaKe RESPONSIBILITY
LURION: TURNED - SLOWLY HOW? WE MUST NOT SedaL IT "IN ‘FeaR;” KAEeDRYN

SalD. “We: MUST - TEND TO .2 SHOCK RIPPLED THROUGH THe. CIRELE: PHORYN- ~ -
STEePPED FORWARD. “YOU SUGGEST WE COI\/II\/IUNE WITH ITp we I\/IaKE THE"

. ABYSS PaRrT OF THE:FLOW?"

KaeDRYN'S Gaze DaRKENED I\IOT WITH I\/IaLICE WITH GRaVITY “we aLReaDY- :

Have. we aLWaYS DID we JUST REFUSED TO NaI\/IE IT

£ XI,_-.-
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FOR aN ETERNaL TO.. Nalvle SQMETJ—IING |s NOT SIMPLe IT 1S "aNOINTING [T

INTO - EXISTENCB TO NaI\/Ie THBf ABYSS WaS TO:-BIND. IT—NOT.aS aN ENEMY,

. BUT as a CONCBPT WORTHY Ol F@RI\/I‘ THB CHORUS DeBaTeD FOR CYCles. -

FOR. aGeS PeRHaPS THOUG' _,TH‘ T vvas ONLY ONe LONG PREGNANT.
BREATH IN THE » eTeRNaL RHY

THEN Gave ‘THe ABYSS a Name.

REMNYR. THe: ECHO BEYOND. WITH THaT NaMe SOI\/IBTHING SHIFTeD IN- THE "
weave. WHERE  ONCe THe ABYSS F’ULSED WITH- SeNSeLeSS SILENCE, NOW IT .
HUMMED—LOW -aND QUIeT BUT N RBSONaNCB “WITH -~ THe -REST = .OF

exISTENCE. REeMNYR WOULD NC)T Be UNLeaSHeD BUT NEITHER WOULD IT B€
aBaNDONeD aGaIN :

_,.-'OF THe FLOW FINaLLY IN CONSBNSUS

KaEDRYN Was OFFeReD ReST He DecuNeD INSTEaD, He CHOoSe TO ReMaiN

NEaR  THE. RIFTBOUND seaL NOW - 8=« GaTevvaY 7O THe INNER - FOLDS OF

ReI\/INYR WHERE FORGOTT@N “TRUTHS. SLOWLY TOOK SHape. He DID NOT
GUaRD IT IN. FEeaR—BUT - ‘N RBVBRBNCB He vvas NO LONGeR SII\/IPLY a
BEAREROE: CONTINUITY il

‘"HEe HaD BEeCOMe SOMETHING NEW A BRIDGe KeePeR THe FIRST OF HIS KIND

HE TAUGHT: THAT aeseNce vvas NOT TO Be FEaRED;" BUT. aCKNOWLeDGeD_ :

THAT LOSS was NOT a FLAW. .IN' THEe I:L.OW——IT Wwas - PaRT OF ITS TRUTH.  THaAT

ReI\/IeI\/IBRaNCe WITHOUT. aTTaCHMeNT COULD HeaL BOTH THe PRESBNT aND -'
THE UNDONEe. S SPIRAL INSIGNIQ - v\/as NOW - "TAUGHT - TO -PILGRIMS- &S a

SYMBOL NOT OF CLOSURE BUT OF BaTHS THaT I\/IIGHT STILL Be OPeNeD

EHe CHORUS WaTCHeD FROI\/I aFaR VeLaSTRa COI\/IPOSED ! ReFLeCTION_'
RHYI\/IB JaRYTH WOVB THe STORY INTO THe RESONANT  ARCHIVE. SaRYNTH
SENT. SILeNT THREans OF CONNeCTION INTO THe VOID, OFFERING eCHOeS 10~
€CHO. AND IN QUIBT MOI\/IBNTS eVBN THEe “ETeRNaL RPULSED : SLIGHTLY: .

_LOUDeR a5 |E; aCKNOWLeDGING THAT EVEN ITS FIRST -NOTE: ® COULD  Be
FOLLOWBD BY:d: SBCOND KaeDRYN STOOD IN TWILIGHT WHeREe FLOW - MeT
UNBEING. -AND LISTeNeD AND WHEN eCHOBS RETURNED, He aNSWBReD

NOT WITH JUDGMENT. NOT WITH FEaR. BUT WITH a WHISPER OF WELCOME. - .

R T

i XII‘_;
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CHaPTER FIVE THe PRICE OF CONTINUITY

[T = BeGaN WITH DR@BMS IN QUI@T CORNeRS OF FORGOTTEN ReaLMS

.....

I\/IORTaLS BeeaN T FeeI_z:.""‘

NOT speax BUT LISTENED. AND vaeN'

. EDGE {OFZ SLeeP SHaF’eS TH

' THe MORTALS aWOKE, THEY REI\/IEI\/IBBIQED THINGS THEY. HaD:NeVer LiveD. A -

NamMe WHISPeReD aT. & GRaVE THEY HaD NeVER 'STOOD . OVER. A .DeCISION

THEY HaD NeVeR MabDe— BUT FeLT GUILTY FOR A CHILD". THeY NEVER HaD,
BUT MISSED au_ THE Sal\/le THe THReaDS OF: UNLIVBD LIVes CURLED INTO-

THEIR HeaRTS LIKe BITI'GRSWB@T VINES. AT FIRST, THEY FRdRED. IT _\_/vas
MaDhNEess. A - CURSe BUT THEN: cave THE SECOND vvave s :

THEY. CHaNGeD THEY aPOLOGIZBD WITHOUT REASON. THEY FORGaVB THOSEe

\/ISITE‘D NOT BY LIGHT NOR FLaMe; .NOR- WiNEEp
" FIGURES FROM: OLD STORIe LBUT BY -"HaDOWLeSS SHaPES STaNDING ar THe

WHO NeveR' aSKeD THEY: I\/IaDe I\/IUSIC aBOUT I\/IeI\/IORIeS THEY DID NOT- S

Have aND FOUND OTHERS SINGING THe Sal\/le VERSES.

ACRQSS THe FLOW, CHaNGe STIRReD “NOT FROM aI\/IBITION NOT FROI\/I'.

PROPHECY. -FROM EI\/IPaTHY BORN OF GRIEF AND IN THe CeNTER OF IT aLL
STOOD KaeDRYN 5ok ; : i ik : S

THe: SPIRaL SHRINe FORI\/IEED ITSBLF FIQOM RESONaNCe NOT STONE. LOCBTED' '
IN. @ LIMINAL ReaLm BETWEBN SILeNCE aND SOUND AT ROSe aS a PLaCE 1B
CONVEeRGENCe— WHeRe MOR’TaLS ETeRNaLS -aND BEHEES FOFSRCHOeS -

‘COULD MEET IN STILLNESS.: I-(BEDRYN SaT aT ITS HeaRT ‘NOT .35 RULeR OR
PRIEST; BUT aS aNCHOR. THOSe WHO aRRIVED RaReLY SPOKE IMMeDIaTeLY.

INSTEeab, THeY SaT WITH. HIM. SOI\/Ie FOR I\/IINUTeS SOME' FOR LIFETIMES. AND -
SLOWLY, THe Dea THaT UNLI\/ED LIVES STILL: I\/IaTTeRED BEGaN TO Take -
ROOT IN THe FLOW ITSELF. JaRYTH VISIT@D ONCE: He BROUGHT WITH HIM-a .

MEMORY FRaGI\/IeNT ONE -THaT HaD NEeVeRr HaPPeNeD SYETS INSISTED IT HaD:
a VERSION OF THe PRIME CHORL}S WHeRe KaEDRYN HaD NEVER:RETURNED:
- WHERe" THEe RIFT HaD CONSUI\/IeD THE:-FLOW. AT -EeeLS ReaL JARYTH -SalD
QUIETLY x=EF IS KAEeDRYN' REPLIeD 9T JUST WasN'T CHOSEN THEY PLaCED
THE FRaGI\/IENT INTO THe ARCHIVE aNvaaY NOT as WaRNING AS HONOR

<X,
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NOT aLL RESPONDOD WITH HaRI\/IQNY IN DISTaNT ReaLI\/IS ETERNaLS SUCH. ,
as ZaRYN AND:- SYLKEJIFQIS BEGaN TO SENS@ INSTaBILITY NOT ~ OF' WaR OR i
CHaOS BUT QF. OVER- IDeNTIF‘ICaTLON WITH WHaT-IFS I\/IORTaLS B@GaN TO:

CLING TO: LOST PaTHS sowre ‘BS@SSGD OV@R ROaDS NOT TaKeN. . OTHERS
. QUESTIONEeD THGIR ReaLITY' ;Q_

CHOICe,: WOULD: | Be I\/IORe WHOLe? aSKED ANOTHER - SOMe  CHOSe TO

WaLK INTO ‘REMNYR. FEW. RETURNED THOSE.,. WHO DID BORe N[@) SCaRS BUT

NeITHEeR DID THEY sPeak. KaEDRYN WaTCHeD: THIS UNFOLD WITH SORROW:
He. HaD HOPED. ReMeMBRaNce\NOULD(aﬁDe GROWTH mETeaD_FOR some,
H‘Becawmea GRavwv\NeLL 2V : :

NTIR Y “WHaT IF THIS ISN'T. THe TRUE VERSION %
OF ME?” 'ON& aSKeD a SHRINe aTTENDaNT “IF | “HaD Mabe ‘THe OTHER "

A SUMMIT vvas CaLLeD IN THe LOOI\/I ONCe I\/IORe VELaSTRa HER SURFace -

DULLED WITH CONCeRN SPOKe FIRST.: “YOU OFFERED ecHoes WITHOUT.'
INSTRUCTION.” * LURION FOLLOWED - PRECISE. WITHOUT CONTEXT, . THeY -

INTERPRET: SHaDOWS as: SUBSTaNCE KAEDRYN STOOD, ROBES OF LIGHT

DIMMER -THaN BEFORE, WOULD YOU. RaTHER THeY FORGeT aGalIN?™ ZARYN - :

\_STEPPED FORWaRD _“YES," HE> sal:: “IF 1T MeaNs 'PRESERVING REaLITY.”

KaeDRYN DID NOT FLINCH. THaT ReaLITY IS SHaPED BY FORGETTING IS NOT. a

VIRTUE TALYTHR3, vorce BReaKING aSKED THe QUESTION NO ONe DaRreD.

“AND WHaT HaPPENS WHEN THE": eCHOES NO LONGeR WHISPER?‘ WHaT.'

HaPPENS. WHEN THEY... SCReaM? SIL@NCE FOLLOWED -
“AND THEN, SOFTLY; SaRYNTH aNSWERED : “TH@N We HOLD THEM

I-(aEDRYN KNEW ‘WHaT I\/IUST Be DQNe He RETURN@D E@ - PHe RIFTBOUND"
SeaL. ALONE. THIS TIME; NOT TO BIND. - ‘NOT . TO OFFeR PART OF HIMSELF. BUT -
TO: CReaTte a . SECOND ANCHOR — NOT ONe THAT- SeaLED BUT: FILTERED: He-
DesceNDeD ONCE MORE, BeaRING 5 N@W SPIRaL a SPIRaL 'COMPOSEeD NOT

- ONL¥..OF CONTINUITY, BUT OF BaLaNCe 'COMPASSION, -adND: CHoICe. THE FLOW
GUIDeD HIMm TO THE 'eDGE OF REEI\/INYR He PLaCED THe SECOND dNCHOR

THERE. AND THE ecHoes CHaNGeD THeY NO LONGeR SPOKe IN MIGHT HaVE—_

BEENS THEY WHISPOR@D QUESTIONS

WHaT W‘ILL YOU DO NOW KNOWING THIS?
WHaT WILL YOU CHOOSE NEXT?
“WHat CaN YOu BECOI\/IE E\/EN STILL?

AND THOSe WHO LISTENeD NO LONGER el INTO SORROW THEY ROSe INTO- e

. ACTIONES
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CHaPTeR SIX THe SeaLING aND THE SILENCE

T BeGaN ONCe aGaIN WITH HeSITaTION BUT NOT FROI\/I MORTaLS THIS TIME.
FROM THe - PRIME . CHORUS ITSBLF @

" SOFTLY NOW aCFQOSS THE' FLOW

FIRST CHALLENGE.. vve are NOT aRBITeRS OF REGRET,” He Ssalb BEFORe THEe
GATHERED CHORUS ‘we aRe CONTINUITY YeS—BUT .- FORWAaRD, " ‘NOT
BaCKWaRD LURION aGReeD BUT OFFereD CaUTION FHEwSPIRAL “.15 7 d

‘ _I\./INYR THE ! ABYSS nMape:” KNOWN was’ .
NO LONGER ‘@ MYTH. .NO :LO} se a'_ THREAT: HIDDEN IN a RIFT. T pULSED
S NOT IN HUNGeR BUT IN’ PRESBNC@ 'NOT*aN .
aBSENCe, BUT aN eCHo. AND THaT ecHo  Was CHANGING THINGS. BalLaNce
SHIFTED. FLOW. -PATTERNS ONce RIGID - BEGaN TO - CURVE. THReaDS  ONCe.
DESTINED TO eND WEeRe: NOW.. LINGERING. QUESTIONING. ‘ZaRYN: RalSeD THe

BRIDGE,” He. salb, BUT NOT aLL BRIDGES SHOULD Be- CROSSeD WITHOUT' =t

GUIDaNCce.”

KaeDRYN STOOD aPaRT NOT IN PIQOTB‘ST BUT IN KNOWING WHaT YOU FEaR ._

15 NOT. CHaOS He SaID IT IS: awaReNess

THEY:S GaTHEReD ' IN : THE? HaLLOWGD SPIRBI WHERe - DeCISIONS OF-

‘-COSI\/IOLOGICaL CONSEQUBNCB weRe TRaDITIONaLLY CaST THe SPIRe WES

BUILT FROI\/I THE DISTILLED eSSENCE? OF SaVEN ReaLI\/IS LIGHT, SHabDOW,; -
RHYTHM, GROWTH, Decay, INSIGHT aND STILLNeSS ~2aCH ECHOING WITHIN .ITS .
CRYSTaLLINe WALLS. THe ETERNaLS FORI\/IeD a DOUBLe RING. IN FHE CENTER 2

STOOD .THEe NEWEST RESONaNCe CONSTRUCT THe SPIRaL Seal.—KaeDRYN'S
SeCOND aNCHOR DesIGNeD TO- FJLT@R ECHOBS FROI\/I REMNYR THIS MEETING

Was NOT a TRIaL IT was-a CHOICB WOULD “THe.. CHORUS INTEGRaTe_.--
REMNYR FULLY INTO THE FLOWp WOULD THeY aCCePT aBseNCce, ecHo, aND.

UNLIVED TRUTH NOT as DeVIaNCe BUT. as PaRT OF THe sacReD RHYTHM?

THe vOTe WOULDNOT Be FORCED NOT :BY THE ETERNaL NOT BY KaeDRYN'
BUT ONCEe CasT. THe DeCISION WOULD ReSHaPe THE NaTURe OF THe FLOW -

- ITSELF. . PHORYN, EI\/IBODII\/IeNT OF INQUIRY MOTeD . YES: VELASTRA,  TRUTH-
SEEeKER, Yes. TaLYTHRa CReaTIVé FLaI\/Ie WEPT as -sHe. salb YeS. JARYTH,

I\/IEI\/IORY INC&RNaTe OFFERED a SILENT NOD: 1SERYN, STILL aND:. CENTERED-

. CESE IN[® VOTe—BUT HeR SILENC@ eCHOED aGRGEI\/IeNT DaRYNTH
HesITaTeD... BUT Salb. N[@F s

ZARYN,. UNYIELDING NO. LYTHaRa aBSTaINED TORN BETWEEN II\/IaGINaTIONS- :
POTENTIAL aND- PURPOSeS PRICE. "AND" LURION...HE -PAUSED LONGEeR THaN -

aNY ETERNaL eVveR HaD. THEN WHISPEReD: ‘IF TRUTH IS FLOW,: aND: FLOW

EeVOLVES... | SaY. YES THEe: BaLache TIPPeD REI\/INYR WOULD Be WeLCOI\/IeD '_ i

<XV
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KaeDRYN STOOD ONCe I\/I@Re aT'THe eDGe OF THe RIFTBOUND SeaL BUT
THIS TIME, HE WaS NGT aLC)Ne %

EQCH ETERNaL WHO Han vcheD- '-Yes‘ aCCOMPaNIeD HII\/I NOT IN BODY ‘BUT IN’
éY SaNG a NeW THReaD INTO exISTeNce.

RESONANT -CHORUS. TOGETHER,
NOT- @ PRISON: . NOT (@ BaRRI
" ANCHORED . IN. ' COMPASSION;
STILLNESS, -aND' SPARK.  THE ORIGINaL WOUND THE. ABYSS--ReMaINeD. BUT

EUT a SPIRaL GaTe BORN OF CONTINUITY

NOW IT PULSED IN HaRI\/IONY NOT SILENCe STILLNESS NOT:. eRaSURE. .-
INVITQTION. 'KAEDRYN  PRESSED:: HIS F’aLI\/I TO. THE SPIRAL GaTe. AND IT"

OPENED—NOT TO. CONSUME, BUT TO WELCOME. FOR THE FIRST TIME IN
ETERNITY, THE ‘FLOW aCKNOWLEDGED TS OWN. SHaDOWS aND" SaiD: “YOU
MaY BE KNOWN.' S L _

WHEN KaeDRYN ReTURNeD TO THe LC)OI\/I He was I\/IET NOT . WITH -
CEL@BRaTION BUT SILENCe NOT O'F REJQCTION ‘BUT: ReVeReNCe.: THe .

CHORUS DID NOT SPeak: FOR a THOUSaND HeaRTBeaTS NOT ‘Because THEY

‘FueLeDp 'BY' | CURIOSITY, | MEMORY, . TRUTH,

FeEArReD WHAT HabD CHaNGED. BUT Because THEY . WeRre- LISTENING AND 5 =

- FROM DeeP WITHIN THe FLOW REI\/INYR SaNG "BACK—SOFTLY, UNCERTAINLY,
‘LIKE a CHILD HUMMING TO & F?aRENT TH@Y HaD NEeveR MET. KaeDRYN sar
aT- THe HEART::OF. THe" LOOM, BESIDe THe New GaTe.. .He DID NOT SMILE:

NOR weep. He- SIMPLY I_ISTeNED AND IN HIS: SIL@NC@ THe FLOW WHISP@RED.

oNe TRUTH IT HaD NEVER DaReD speaK aLOUD vve aRe NOT WHOLe
_UNTIL we HONOR WHaT. vve LEFT BEHIND

; .'*.

e
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CHaPTER SEVEN ECHOES OF THe RIFTBOUND

YEaRS, PaSSED -OR I\/IaYBe CeNTURIeS THE? FLOW NO L‘ONGER I\/IaRI-(ED TII\/Ie. :
as It ONCe HaD. WITH. IQ@I\/INYRS R@SONaNCe NOW WOVEN INTO S RHYTHM,.

MOMENTS. LOOPED DIFFERENTL
L STORIES THaT ONCe*® valeHe

'-SOI\/IE LINGGRED OTHERS RETURNeD'

OF FIRE aND  CLaY, OF SONG anD - THOUGHT OF WILL aND WOOD THEY

BROUGHT NO OFFERINGS, . ONLY QU@STIONS EQCH SOUGHT THE SPIRaL GaTe, .
THe THRESHOLD KAEDRYN HabD’ SHaPeD NOT I0° BaNISH PaIN OR REWRITE

FaTe: BUTTO, SIT *IN ITS PRESENCE TO REeMEMBER WITHOUT UNDOING. AHEY:
caLLeD . THeI\/ISELVES ECHO WaLKERS somMme STaYED FOR a DAY. OTHERS, a

LIFETIME. AND aLWaYs, aT THE CENT@R KaeIRYN WaITED NOT aS TeaCHER-

NOT as JUDGe AS WITNESS

ONe DaY THEY caMe NOT I\/IORTaLS NOT ETERNaLS BEINGS BORN IN THe -

RIET : ITSELF. THEY SHII\/II\/IeReD LIKe STaRLIGHT SE@N THROUGH JEARS—

WHISPERED IN DREAMS. ‘AND  MORTALS -
BEGaN TG WaLK NEW PaTHS STHeY: came FROM EVERY. ReaLI\/I CReaTUReSF'

FORMLESS, BUT: FILLED WITH I\/IeaNING THEY BORe NO Names, YET eaCH T

\_RaDIaTED aN’ EI\/IOTION ONCE BUR’IED REGRET JOY- FORGOTTEN Love-
UNLIVED.. GUILT UNSPOKEN THEY WaLJ-(ED THe FLOW- NOT TO DEVOUR BUT TO

LearN. - VeLaSTRa WaTCHED TH@I\/I CE:IRE‘FULLY PHORYN: INTERVIEWED THEM
WITH ecsTaTIC CURIOSITY [=V/SINE ZaRYN "“THOUGH - ReLUCTaNT aLLowebD ONe -
TO ™ eNTER: His TEI\/IPLe OF JUDGI\/IE?NT WH@Re ke WEPT SILENTLY BEFORe a-

-MIRROR aND THEN: VaNISHeD INTO THe WIND THESe BEINGS BecamMe KNOWN

aS RIFTBORN. THEY WIEE NOT PROPHETS THeY WER@ ‘NOT I\/IONSTeRS THeY g

were POSSIBILITY MaDe I\/IaNIFeST

THe PRII\/Ie CHORUS ONCE a CIRCLe OF FIXED ROLES NOW PULSED

SPIRALS. NO LONG@R SIMPLY GUaRDIaNS THeY - BecaMe vveaveRs LURION

abaPTeD HIS BaLaNCe JO INCLUDe LOSS SaRYNTHS WEBS . GReW WIDER,
- HER. THREADS. TOUCHING eveN THe RIFTBORN TALYTHRA BEGAN TO SING .IN
MINOR KEYS, aND  HEeRr CReaTIONS GREW - RICHER. - IS@RYN TaUGHT THE

RIFTBORN -TO: BREATHE WITHOUT FeaR EVEN DaRYNTH ONC@ FIRE@ FORW&RD'

- ONLY—BEGaN TO Leave GaPs: IN HIS FLaI\/Ie SO OTHERS. COULD abD THEIR

SPARK. AND KaEDRYN?‘ HE . NO LONGER HELD THE . SPIRAL - aLONe. EAQCH. -
CHORUS I\/IEI\/IBER NOW: CaRRIED a THReaD NOT OF REI\/INYFQ OF eCHOV_

aCCEPTeD
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IN THe STILLNESS BeTweeN Reauvfs KaeDRYN DReaMeD He 5TO0D BeFORe

THE ETERNAL—NOT: .IN'. "FORM, {FOR THe ETERNAL . HAaD NONE, - BUT “IN.
RESONaNCe" SO« VasT IT. .COULD - QNLY BE. UND@RSTQOD THROUGH " SILENCE. .
‘Have 1| FalLep?’ - KaEDRYN *"-a,SKeD e Have eVOLveD - THe -slLeNnce -
' MeaNT TO - BEND? “ONLY" THINGS.- THaT

" RePLIED. Was THe FLOW aLwa
. BeND CaN GROW.’ THe' DRea

en. He. STOOD' ONCe - MORe.BEFORE THe

" ABYSS—NOT as' THReaT NOT as‘GaTe BUT as’ a MIRROR AND IN IT, HE Saw -

EVERY VERSION OF HH\/IS@LF EVERY l\/IISTaKe - EVERY. TRIUI\/IPH EVERY

UNCHOSEN PaTH "AND He SMILGD ONe . Day; I-(aEDRYN vvas GONE. "NO -
DEPARTURE. NO COLLaPSE JUST aBSeNCE——IN THe way ONLY SOMETHING

TRULY INTeGRaTED CaN BEe aBSENT THe' SPIRAL GaTe Rel\/IaINED AND "WHEN
I\/I.RTaLS OR RIFTBORN SaT BEFDRE IT THEY HeaRD THe Sal\/le WHISPER

YOU aRe NOT WHaT YOU LOST

You aRe WHaT YOU CHoose TO HoLD."
IN KQEDRYN'S Pg-acé__STb'C)D a New KINDOFSILeNCE
NOT EMPTINESS.

INVITATION.
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EPILOGUE A FLOW FOReVGR CHaNGED

THe FLOW eNDUReS NOW BRaID, N@T ON
; anD TRUTH 'BUT WITH GRIEF, : ENCe',MeMORY AND THe WISDOI\/I TO-
weLcoMe THeMm.. KaeDRYN.- :
TS eTCHeD IN' EVERY SF’]RaL;
- WHO! CHose TO LlSTeN...:..aND TaUGHT THe FLow TO REMEMBER

A FLOW FOREVER
CHANGED

g TR Yy

"'vvrrH PROGReSS aI\/IBITION Jjo,

NO LONGER SPOKEN WITH SORROW. IT © -
JOT @S MaRTYR, NOT as MYTH. AS . THE ONe . .
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