
 
CITY COUNCIL REGULAR MEETING 

City Council Chambers, 160 South 3rd East 
Mountain Home, Idaho 

Tuesday, September 8, 2026 at 5:00 PM 

Join the Meeting live through Microsoft Teams Town Hall 
Link provided on the City Website: https://www.mountain-home.us/166/City-Council 

All materials presented at public meetings become property of the City of Mountain Home. Anyone desiring 
accommodation for disabilities should contact the City Clerk's Office at 208-587-2104 by at least 9:00 AM the 

morning of the public meeting. 
 
CALL MEETING TO ORDER & ESTABLISH A QUORUM (5:00 PM) 

____ Councilman Harjo   ____ Councilwoman Wirkkala   
____ Councilman McCarthy  ____ Councilman Sanders  ____ Mayor Sykes  

RECOGNIZING PERSONS IN THE AUDIENCE 
 (Please limit comments to a maximum of 3 minutes) The purpose of this agenda item is to provide an 

opportunity for members of the public to address the City Council on matters that are not listed on the 
current agenda and are within the subject matter jurisdiction and municipal purview of the City. 
Comments may not involve personnel matters, legal disputes, or the private non-municipal affairs of the 
constituency. Comments regarding Zoning or Land Use issues may only be made during properly noticed 
public hearings. 

CONFLICT OF INTEREST DECLARATION 
 Has any Council Member received information pertaining to, or otherwise had, any contact with any 

person regarding any items on this City Council agenda? If so, please set forth the nature of the contact. 

CONSENT AGENDA  
 1) Approval acceptance of minutes: Regular City Council Minutes — August 25, 2026 
 2) Bills from 8/26/2026 to 9/8/2026 in the amount of $1,610,887.37. 
 3) Approve payroll for the period of 07/22/2026 to 08/21/2026 in the amount of $858,731.51. 
 4) Appoint Laura Atchley to complete the term previously held by Chris Eastman, expiring 

January 30, 2028. 
 5) Approve proposed merchant service fees and set a public hearing. 
 6) Approve Addendum #3 for a Water Connection Fee study with Clearwater Financial and 

authorize the Mayor to sign. 
 7) Approve Addendum #4 for a Wastewater Connection Fee study with Clearwater Financial and 

authorize the Mayor to sign. 
 8) Approve staff's request to open the BMX track at Optimist Park for public access and authorize 

staff to establish appropriate rules, signage, and procedures for its shared use and maintenance. 
 9) Approve the agreement with the Cottages Investors II, LLC to allow The Cottages of Mountain 

Home to use the Parks & Recreation building as a first location during an emergency and 
authorize the Mayor and City Clerk to sign. 
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 10) Approve the agreement with the Cottages Investors II, LLC to allow The Cottages of Mountain 
Home to use the Discovery Building as a second location during an emergency and authorize 
the Mayor and City Clerk to sign. 

OLD BUSINESS 
 1) Action Item: Deliberation/Decision regarding Resolution 24-2026R Airport fees. 

NEW BUSINESS 
 1) Items removed from the Consent Agenda 
 2) Action Item: Deliberation/Decision regarding TJ Gomez's request to waive golf cart trail fees. 
 3) Action Item: Deliberation/Decision regarding Grapevine 7, Inc.'s objection to the water and 

wastewater EDU determination. 
 4) Action Item: Deliberation/Decision on adopting an ordinance regulating the use of electric 

scooters and electric bicycles. 
 5) Action Item: Deliberation/Decision regarding the Verizon tower request for a fall zone 

easement that would cross what is identified as W. 10th North Street and into the City parcel. 
 6) Non-Action Item: Decision regarding the status of the City Council's draft RFP for Desert 

Canyon Golf Course Operations.  
 7) Non-Action Item: Decision regarding the status of the City Council's draft annexation 

agreements. 

FINAL COMMENTS 

ADJOURN 
  

 
 

Page 2 of 88



##### 

Council Minutes – August 25, 2026 

MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE 
COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF MOUNTAIN HOME, ELMORE COUNTY, IDAHO, 

HELD ON AUGUST 25th, 2026, AT 5:00 P.M. 
AT MOUNTAIN HOME CITY HALL CHAMBERS 

MOUNTAIN HOME, IDAHO 
 
#####  CALL MEETING TO ORDER/ESTABLISH A QUORUM 
 
#####  PUBLIC HEARING 

1) The City proposed budget for the Fiscal Year 2026-2027 (FY27) 
 

#####  RECOGNIZING PERSONS IN THE AUDIENCE 
 
#####  CONFLICT OF INTEREST DECLARATION 
  Has any Council Member received information pertaining to, or otherwise had any contact with any 

person regarding any items on this City Council agenda? If so, please set forth the nature of the contact. 
 
##### CONSENT AGENDA  

  All matters listed within this Consent Agenda section require formal Council action, but are typically routine 
or not of great controversy and will be enacted by one motion. Questions for the purpose of clarification may 
be asked about a particular item before the motion is voted on. However, for lengthy discussion or separate 
motion a Council member or citizen may request an item be removed from the Consent Agenda section and 
placed on the Regular Agenda.  
ALL CONSENT AGENDA ITEMS LISTED BELOW ARE ACTION ITEMS.   

1) Approval acceptance of minutes: Planning & Zoning Commission — July 21, 2026  
2) Approval acceptance of minutes: Regular City Council Minutes – August 11, 2026 
3) Approval acceptance of minutes: Special City Council Minutes – August 14, 2026 
4) Approval acceptance of minutes: Special City Council Minutes – August 18, 2026 
5) Bills from 8/12/2026 to 8/25/2026 in the amount of $405,963.74.  
6) Authorize the Parks Department capital outlay purchase and allocation to complete the bleacher 

project at Optimist Park. 
(Item pulled and moved to New Business) 

7) Appoint Jimmy Schipani to complete the term previously held by Mae Beaver, expiring January 
30, 2030. 

8) Appoint Tiffany Mashburn to complete the term previously held by Brenda Schwartze, expiring 
January 30, 2028.  

9) Approve write-offs for 2025-2026 in the amount of $6,120.99. 
10) Approve Addendum #1 for a Water Rate study with Clearwater Financial and authorize the Mayor 

to sign. 
(Item pulled and moved to New Business) 

11) Approve Addendum #2 for a Wastewater Rate study with Clearwater Financial and authorize the 
Mayor to sign. 
(Item pulled and moved to New Business) 
 

#####  OLD BUSINESS 
1) Action Item: Deliberation/Decision regarding the award of the N. 10th East Rehabilitation Project to 

Summit Construction LLC. and authorize the Mayor to sign documents.  
2) Action Item: Deliberation/Decision regarding Airport fees. 

   
#####  NEW BUSINESS 

1) Items removed from the Consent Agenda 
2) Action Item: Deliberation/Decision to adopt a tentative FY27 budget.  
3) Action Item: Deliberation/Decision to certify L2 for FY27 Budget and authorize the Treasurer to 

sign. 
4) Action Item: Deliberation/Decision regarding proposed Resolution 25-2026R establishing a policy 

on Tournament/Pro Shop Credit. 
 
#####  ORDINANCE 

1) Action Item: Ordinance #1824 adopting the Fiscal Year 2026-2027 (FY27) budget. 
 

#####  FINAL COMMENTS 
 
#####  ADJOURN 
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Council Minutes – August 25, 2026 

MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE 
COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF MOUNTAIN HOME, ELMORE COUNTY, IDAHO, 

HELD ON AUGUST 25TH, 2026 AT 5:00 P.M. 
 
 The Council of the City of Mountain Home, Elmore County, Idaho, met at the Mountain Home City Hall Chambers, 160 South 
3rd East, Mountain Home, Idaho, on August 25, 2026. A quorum was established with Councilmember Harjo, Councilmember Wirkkala, 
Councilmember McCarthy, Councilmember Sanders, and Mayor Sykes being present. 
 
PUBLIC HEARING 
 
 1) The City proposed budget for the Fiscal Year 2026-2027 (FY27). 
 
 The Public Hearing opened at 5:02 P.M. 
  
 The Public Hearing closed at 5:02 P.M. 
 
RECOGNIZING PERSONS IN THE AUDIENCE 
 
 Sylvia Nixon addressed the Council regarding recurring flooding on the 300 block of South 10th East and requested that the 
City address the drainage issue. She also expressed concerns about the condition and traffic volume of South 10th East. 
 
 Dara Corvis addressed the Council regarding concerns about national issues, surveillance cameras, and City transparency 
and requested more opportunities for direct dialogue between residents and City officials. 
 
CONFLICT OF INTEREST DECLARATION 
 

Has any Council Member received information pertaining to, or otherwise had any contact with any person regarding any items 
on this City Council agenda? If so, please set forth the nature of the contact.  

 
 Councilmember McCarthy received an email from Karl Huffaker on Old Business Item 1 and also received an email from 
Sylvia Nixon regarding S. 10th East. 
 
 Councilmember Wirkkala said she received an email from Karl Huffaker and spoke with John Cristobal on Old Business Item 
1 as well. 
 
 Councilmember Harjo and Councilmember Sanders also confirmed receiving an email from Karl Huffaker. 
 
CONSENT AGENDA 
 

All matters listed within this Consent Agenda section require formal Council action but are typically routine or not of great 
controversy and will be enacted by one motion. Questions for the purpose of clarification may be asked about a particular item before 
the motion is voted on. However, for lengthy discussion or separate motion a Councilmember or citizen may request an item be 
removed from the Consent Agenda section and placed on the Regular Agenda. ALL CONSENT AGENDA ITEMS LISTED BELOW 
ARE ACTION ITEMS. 

 
1) Approval acceptance of minutes: Planning & Zoning Commission — July 21, 2026  
2) Approval acceptance of minutes: Regular City Council Minutes – August 11, 2026 
3) Approval acceptance of minutes: Special City Council Minutes – August 14, 2026 
4) Approval acceptance of minutes: Special City Council Minutes – August 18, 2026 
5) Bills from 8/12/2026 to 8/25/2026 in the amount of $405,963.74.  
6) Authorize the Parks Department capital outlay purchase and allocation to complete the bleacher 

project at Optimist Park. 
7) Appoint Jimmy Schipani to complete the term previously held by Mae Beaver, expiring January 30, 

2030. 
8) Appoint Tiffany Mashburn to complete the term previously held by Brenda Schwartze, expiring January 

30, 2028.  
9) Approve write-offs for 2025-2026 in the amount of $6,120.99. 
10) Approve Addendum #1 for a Water Rate study with Clearwater Financial and authorize the Mayor to 

sign. 
11) Approve Addendum #2 for a Wastewater Rate study with Clearwater Financial and authorize the 

Mayor to sign. 
 

Councilmember Sanders asked for Item 6 to be pulled for discussion. 
 
Councilmember McCarthy requested Items 10 and 11 for discussion.  
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Council Minutes – August 25, 2026 

 
Councilmember Harjo made a motion to approve the Consent Agenda pulling Items 6, 10, and 11. Councilmember Wirkkala 

seconded the motion. The vote goes as follows: Councilmember Sanders; aye, Councilmember McCarthy; aye, Councilmember 
Wirkkala; aye, Councilmember Harjo; aye. The motion passed unanimously.  

 
OLD BUSINESS 
 
 1) Action Item: Deliberation/Decision regarding the award of the N. 10th East Rehabilitation Project to Summit Construction 
LLC. and authorize the Mayor to sign. 
 
 Councilmember Sanders made a motion to reject all bids. Councilmember Wirkkala seconded the motion.  
 
 Councilmember McCarthy expressed concerns about the lack of testing and specificity regarding potential soft spot and 
subbase repairs in the North 10th East project. He questioned why the bid differed from the West 5th project and expressed concern 
that unforeseen repairs could result in significant additional costs. 
 
 Councilmember Wirkkala expressed concerns that the bid did not include total quantities for subgrade repair and aggregate 
base replacement, making it unclear whether those costs were included in the total bid amount or would be the City’s responsibility. 
She also questioned unclear terminology in the bid and stated that, based on these concerns, she would not support approval of  the 
bid. 
 
 Councilmember Sanders stated that his reason for moving to reject all bids was his concern that the City was contracting for 
work it had the budget, manpower, and skills to perform itself. He emphasized the need to account for the full cost of each project from 
beginning to end. 
 
 Chris Curtis, Public Works Director, explained that he had proceeded with the project based on the direction he understood 
from the Council: to replace the existing roadway only, without curb/gutter or sidewalk improvements and without the use of City 
employees. He stated that he had not used an engineer in preparing the bid documents and acknowledged that, if the Council was 
dissatisfied with the process, he supported rejecting all bids and starting over. He offered to prepare a new RFP, present it  to the 
Council for approval before rebidding, and reconsider the use of City staff in completing the project. He added that the Streets 
Department had the skills and interest to build roads and agreed that City crews should be involved in road construction projects when 
appropriate. 
 
 Mayor Sykes sought clarification on how Council wanted the project to proceed, including whether the new RFP should 
include engineering, curb and gutter, and sidewalks. 
 
 Councilmember Harjo supported including professional engineering in the project to ensure proper assessment and design. 
He clarified that City staff were capable of constructing the road but believed engineering expertise was necessary. 
 
 Mayor Sykes asked Council to provide clear direction on the scope of the revised project, including whether to use an 
engineering firm to prepare the specifications and RFP and whether the project should include approaches, curb, sidewalk, or only the 
road and sub-base work. 
 
 There was a discussion regarding the scope and process for rebidding the roadway project. The discussion included 
identifying work that could be completed by City staff and contracting out work that required outside services or equipment.  
 
 Mayor Sykes stated that the next step would be to obtain a cost estimate for the engineering work and bring it back to Council 
for consideration. Once the engineering was completed, the City would identify which portions of the project could be completed in-
house while work requiring equipment the City did not have, such as asphalt paving, would be contracted out. 
 
 Councilmember McCarthy asked what work City staff had performed on previous street projects.  
 

Chris Curtis explained that City staff had completed soft spot repairs, utility adjustments, traffic control, and, on applicable 
projects, roadway striping. He stated that these types of work were within the City’s capabilities. 

 
Mayor Sykes reminded the Council there had been a motion and a second and called for the question. The vote goes as 

follows: Councilmember McCarthy; aye, Councilmember Wirkkala; aye, Councilmember Harjo; aye, Councilmember Sanders; aye. 
The motion passed unanimously.  
 
 2) Action Item: Deliberation/Decision regarding Airport fees. 
 
 Councilmember Wirkkala asked if the Civil Air Patrol would still be receiving their tie down fee waiver as it was part of the 
motion from the previous Council meeting.  
 

Chris Curtis stated the direction he was given at the last Council meeting was to go back to the drawing table and reassess 
the fees because the body did not want to do the fees based on the propulsion type. He said he had provided the Council with examples 
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Council Minutes – August 25, 2026 

of what other airports in the region were doing and asked Council to provide direction on the preferred method for calculating the fees. 
He added he would then use that direction to prepare a resolution, including the Civil Air Patrol fee waiver, for Council consideration. 
 
 Councilmember McCarthy asked what method is most commonly used. 
 
 Chris Curtis stated the method most commonly used was by propulsion which was the current method being used at the 
Mountain Home Airport.  
 
 Councilmember Harjo reiterated his concern about the practicality of using a weight- or size-based fee structure given the 
Airport’s limited staffing. He noted that a propulsion-based system would be easier to administer because aircraft could be readily 
identified by their propulsion type without requiring staff to determine their exact weight or physical dimensions. 
  
 Councilmember Sanders discussed the advantages and disadvantages of using propulsion type versus aircraft size to 
determine tie-down fees. He questioned whether staffing limitations would prevent a space-based system, noting that staff assigning 
tie-down positions could also determine how much space an aircraft occupies. He emphasized that tie-down space is limited and that 
larger or uniquely designed aircraft may occupy multiple spaces, potentially reducing availability for other aircraft. 
 
 Councilmember Harjo asked whether Councilmembers had consulted the Airport Manager, Tom Hoegg, for his perspective 
on the proposed tie-down fee structure. He stated that he had spoken with Tom Hoegg, who supported retaining the current propulsion-
based model. 
 
 Councilmember Harjo made a motion for the City to adopt the current model of propulsion type and the fees as proposed. 
Councilmember Sanders seconded the motion.  
 
 Councilmember Sanders explained he supported the motion based on the recommendation of the Airport Manager, who had 
direct operational experience. He also noted that the fee structure could be adjusted in the future if it proved to be ineffective. 
 
 Councilmember Wirkkala agreed that Council had not sought the Airport Manager's input but stated that she expected 
relevant department experts to be present at meetings to answer questions and provide their professional expertise when items within 
their area of responsibility were being considered. 
 
 Chris Curtis explained that Airport Manager Tom Hoegg had planned to attend the meeting but was unable to do so because 
he was refueling a firefighting aircraft. 
 
 Mayor Sykes reminded Council there had been a motion and a second and called for the question. The vote goes as follows: 
Councilmember Sanders; aye, Councilmember McCarthy; nay, Councilmember Wirkkala; nay, Councilmember Harjo; aye. The vote 
being a tie, Mayor Sykes votes aye. The motion passed by majority vote.  
  
NEW BUSINESS 
 
 1) Items removed from the Consent Agenda 
  
 6) Authorize the Parks Department capital outlay purchase and allocation to complete the bleacher project at Optimist Park. 
 
 Councilmember Sanders stated that, before approving the project, he wanted to understand the full cost rather than only the 
cost of the contract. He asked whether any additional site preparation would be required that was not included in the contract. 
 
 There was a discussion regarding the purchase and installation of replacement bleachers at the park arena.  
 

Councilmember Sanders asked whether any site preparation or additional costs were required beyond the purchase price.  
 
Tiffany Belt explained that the existing noncompliant bleachers would be removed and replaced on existing concrete slabs, 

with Parks Department staff assembling the new bleachers as part of their regular duties.  
 
There was also discussed the anticipated assembly timeline, with staff indicating it would likely be completed as a winter 

project. 
 
Councilmember Harjo made a motion to approve Item 6, authorize the Parks Department capital outlay purchase and 

allocation to complete the bleacher project at Optimist Park. Councilmember Wirkkala seconded the motion. The vote goes as follows: 
Councilmember Harjo; aye, Councilmember Wirkkala; aye, Councilmember McCarthy; aye, Councilmember Sanders; aye. The motion 
passed unanimously. 

 
10) Approve Addendum #1 for a Water Rate study with Clearwater Financial and authorize the Mayor to sign. 
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There was a discussion regarding the scope of the proposed utility rate studies and whether connection or availability fee 
analyses should also be included.  

 
Councilmember McCarthy emphasized the benefit of conducting a comprehensive review of water and wastewater rates, 

impact fees, and connection fees, noting that the existing connection fee analysis was outdated.  
 
Tiffany Belt explained that connection fee studies were also recommended but would require additional funding.  
 
Councilmember Harjo clarified that the separate TischlerBise impact fee study served a different purpose and would address 

specific impact fee calculations and capital improvement planning, while the proposed study would examine the broader utility funding 
strategy. 

 
Councilmember Wirkkala asked whether the proposed agreement would need to be denied or amended if the Council decided 

to include the additional items discussed. 
 
Tiffany Belt stated that connection fee studies would cost approximately $17,000 each if completed for both utilities. She 

suggested moving forward with the rate studies and bringing the connection fee studies back to Council as addendums at a later 
meeting. 

 
Councilmember Sanders made a motion to approve Item 10, Addendum #1 for a Water Rate study with Clearwater Financial 

and authorize the Mayor to sign. Councilmember Harjo seconded the motion. The vote goes as follows: Councilmember Wirkkala; aye, 
Councilmember Harjo; aye, Councilmember McCarthy; aye, Councilmember Sanders; aye. The motion passed unanimously. 

 
11) Approve Addendum #2 for a Wastewater Rate study with Clearwater Financial and authorize the Mayor to sign. 
 
Councilmember McCarthy made a motion to Approve Addendum #2 for a Wastewater Rate study with Clearwater Financial 

and authorize the Mayor to sign. Councilmember Wirkkala seconded the motion. The vote goes as follows: Councilmember Sanders; 
aye, Councilmember Harjo; aye, Councilmember Wirkkala; aye, Councilmember McCarthy; aye. The motion passed unanimously. 
  
END OF ITEMS REMOVED FROM CONSENT AGENDA  
 
 2) Action Item: Deliberation/Decision to adopt the tentative FY27 budget. 

 
 Councilmember Sanders made a motion to adopt the tentative FY27 budget. Councilmember Harjo seconded the motion. 
The vote goes as follows: Councilmember McCarthy; aye, Councilmember Sanders; aye, Councilmember Harjo; aye, Councilmember 
Wirkkala; aye. The motion passed unanimously.   

 
 3) Action Item: Deliberation/Decision to certify L2 for FY27 Budget and authorize the Treasurer to sign. 
 
 Councilmember Harjo made a motion to approve the certification of L2 for FY27 Budget and authorize the Treasurer to sign. 
Councilmember Sanders seconded the motion.  
 
 Councilmember Sanders asked for L2 to be explained so that everyone had a common understanding what was being 
referenced.  
 
 Councilmember Harjo explained the levy calculation, including the relationship between the City’s total taxable market value, 
incremental value, and the levy rates for the various City funds. He noted that the calculation was based on FY26 figures projected for 
FY27. 
 
 Councilmember McCarthy asked for clarification regarding the water operator position, noting that Council had previously 
discussed retaining the position while removing its funding from the budget. He questioned why the position was currently being 
advertised. 
 
 Mayor Sykes asked that the discussion remain focused on the L-2 budget item and requested that the question regarding 
the water operator position be addressed during final comments. 
 
 Councilmember Wirkkala asked Legal whether Mayor Sykes’ request to remain on topic constituted a point of order. 
 
 Chris Curtis stated he was happy to answer the question. He clarified that the current job posting was to fill an existing water 
department position that became vacant following an employee’s resignation. He stated that the City was not attempting to fil l the 
unfunded position. 
  
 Mayor Sykes reminded Council there had been a motion and a second and called for the question. The vote goes as follows: 
Councilmember Harjo; aye, Councilmember Wirkkala; aye, Councilmember McCarthy; aye, Councilmember Sanders; aye. The motion 
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passed unanimously. 
 
 4) Action Item: Deliberation/Decision regarding proposed Resolution 25-2026R establishing a policy on Tournament/Pro 
Shop Credit.  

 
 Councilmember Sanders commended staff for the comprehensiveness of the document and asked whether it would be 
simpler to align the expiration of credits, currently set for December 31, with the City’s fiscal year for bookkeeping purposes. 
 
 Mayor Sykes and Tiffany Belt explained that staff had considered aligning the credit expiration date with the fiscal year but 
determined that using December 31 would be manageable for accounting purposes. They noted that the resolution could be amended 
in the future if needed. 
 
 Councilmember Sanders expressed concern that, if tournament revenues became significant, the policy could result in credits 
being redeemed during a fiscal year different from the one in which they were earned. 
 
 Tiffany Belt noted that requiring credits to expire at the end of the fiscal year could be difficult for tournament participants who 
receive credits late in September. 
 
 Councilmember Sanders acknowledged the benefit of allowing golfers to carry credits through the end of the calendar year 
but expressed concern about whether outstanding credits could be accurately tracked and how a successful program might affect 
future bookkeeping and budgeting. 
 
 Mayor Sykes agreed that a successful program could make it difficult to accurately project outstanding credits.  
 

Councilmember Sanders further noted that excess funds typically carry forward into the following fiscal year and expressed 
concern about ensuring the dedicated tournament revenue remained available to support the golf course program. 
  

Councilmember Sanders stated that he only wanted to ensure the issue had been discussed and considered.  
 
Tiffany Belt responded that staff would follow whatever direction Council decided regarding the credit expiration date. 
 
Councilmember Sanders asked whether the proposed policy would restrict tournament organizers from offering prizes or 

using tournament revenue for purposes outside of the golf course, such as prizes provided by outside sponsors. 
 
Mayor Sykes stated that he did not believe the policy would prohibit tournament organizers from bringing in outside prizes or 

sponsorships. 
 
Tiffany Belt clarified that the resolution was intended to establish an internal policy governing the use of tournament credi ts 

within the golf course system and was not intended to address outside prizes or sponsorships. 
 
Councilmember Wirkkala made a motion to approve proposed Resolution 25-2026R establishing a policy on Tournament/Pro 

Shop Credit. Councilmember Harjo seconded the motion. The vote goes as follows: Councilmember Wirkkala; aye, Councilmember 
McCarthy; aye, Councilmember Sanders; aye, Councilmember Harjo; aye. The motion passed unanimously. 
 
ORDINANCE 
 
 1) Action Item: Ordinance #1824 adopting the Fiscal Year 2026-2027 (FY27) budget. 
 
 Councilmember Harjo made a motion to suspend the Three-Reading Rule and read the Ordinance in title only for its one and 
only reading. Councilmember Wirkkala seconded the motion. The vote goes as follows: Councilmember Harjo; aye, Councilmember 
Sanders; aye, Councilmember Wirkkala; aye, Councilmember McCarthy; aye. The motion passed unanimously. 
 
 Tiffany Belt, City Clerk, read the Ordinance by title only. 
 
 Mayor Sykes asked, “Does the Council wish this to pass?” 
 
 The vote goes as follows: Councilmember Harjo; aye, Councilmember McCarthy; aye, Councilmember Sanders; aye, 
Councilmember Wirkkala; aye. The motion passed unanimously.  
 
FINAL COMMENTS 
 

There was a discussion regarding a local business’s revised landscape plan and the issuance of a temporary Certificate of 
Occupancy. Councilmembers expressed openness to reviewing the proposed changes and hearing from property owners. 
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Mayor Sykes clarified that the matter would only return to Council if the changes constituted a significant material change. 
He added that staff and the business owner could proceed if the plan complied with applicable ordinances. 

 
Councilmember Wirkkala addressed public concerns regarding Flock cameras, noting that she had received numerous calls, 

emails, and messages on the issue. She stated that, based on information provided by the City Attorney, the matter may be addressed 
at the legislative level and that any remaining issues could be brought back to the City Council for consideration. 

 
There was a discussion regarding efforts to preserve the Railroad Park fountain, including a request for a qualified 

stonemason to donate services and materials for repairs or reconstruction. 
 
Councilmember McCarthy asked for an update on the development of an ordinance addressing e-scooters and e-bikes, 

noting that he continued to receive public concerns regarding their use. He asked when the matter might be brought before the Council 
for discussion. 

 
Mayor Sykes stated that he had provided the Council with e-scooter and e-bike ordinances from Garden City and Boise. He 

suggested placing the matter on the next agenda so the Council could begin discussing potential ordinance language. 
 
There was a discussion regarding several maintenance concerns at Legacy Park, including potholes obscured by standing 

water, a damaged American flag, and nonfunctioning lights.  
 
Mayor Sykes confirmed that the flag and potholes would be addressed and discussed potential alternatives for the damaged 

lighting due to ongoing vandalism.  
 
Staff also noted the frequent replacement of City flags due to weather, damage, and issues with some flagpole locations. 
 

ADJOURN 
 
 There being no further business to come before the Council, the meeting was adjourned at 6:19 p.m. by orders from Mayor 
Sykes. 
 
 
 
 
 
       ___________________________________   
       Rich Sykes, Mayor  
 
  
 
 
ATTEST:  _______________________________ 
         Tiffany Belt, City Clerk 
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        City of Mountain Home       City Hall & Office of Mayor Sykes 

P.O. Box 10, 160 S. 3rd East, Mountain Home, ID 83647 • (208) 587-2104 • www.mountain-home.us 

 

P.O. Box 10 ● Mountain Home, ID 83647  
www.mountain-home.us 

 

 
September 3, 2026  

 

RE: Golf Advisory Committee  

City Council Meeting: September 8, 2026 

 

Councilmembers, 

On August 25, 2026, Councilmembers were provided a memo addressing the resignations of 
Mae Beaver, Brenda Schwartze, and Chris Eastman from the Golf Advisory Committee. Jimmy 
Schipani and Tiffany Mashburn were subsequently appointed to fill two of those vacancies. 

One vacancy remains on the committee. To help ensure the committee has sufficient 
membership to maintain a quorum, regularly meet, and conduct business, I am pleased to 
present the following appointment for Council’s consideration: 

• Laura Atchley – to complete the term previously held by Chris Eastman, expiring 
January 30, 2028. 

I respectfully request Council’s confirmation of this appointment. 

Respectfully, 

 

Mayor Rich Sykes 
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        City of Mountain Home       City Hall & Office of Mayor Sykes 

P.O. Box 10, 160 S. 3rd East, Mountain Home, ID 83647 • (208) 587-2104 • www.mountain-home.us 

 

P.O. Box 10 ● Mountain Home, ID 83647  
www.mountain-home.us 

 

September 3, 2026 
 
RE: Request to Set Public Hearing – Proposed Merchant Service Fees 
 
City Council Meeting: September 8, 2026  
 
 
City Council Members, 
 
As the Council is aware, merchant service fees were discussed during the Fiscal Year 2027 
budget process. The Council ultimately directed that these fees be paid by the consumer 
when using a credit card, debit card, ACH, or other electronic payment method for City 
services. 
 
To formally establish the applicable fees, staff requests that the City Council set a public 
hearing to consider the following fee schedule: 
 

Payment Platform/Department Proposed Consumer Fee 
Impact Payments – Animal Control, Parks 
and Recreation, and Library 

6% of each card transaction 

ForeUp – Desert Canyon Golf Course 9% plus the applicable card-processing 
fee 

SelectPI – Desert Canyon Golf Course 6% of each card transaction 
InvoiceCloud – Utility Billing and Building 
Services 

Minimum fee of $2.95 or 3.15% of each 
card transaction, as applicable 

InvoiceCloud – ACH/EFT Payments $2.95 per transaction 
 
Under the proposed fee schedule, customers choosing to use an electronic payment 
method would be responsible for the associated merchant service fee. Customers may 
avoid these fees by using an available payment method that does not incur a processing 
charge. 
 
Staff respectfully request that the City Council direction and approve staff to set a public 
hearing in October.  
 
Respectfully, 
 
 
Tiffany Belt 
City Clerk/HRO 
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ADDENDUM #3 
 
This addendum to the Master Services Agreement dated ____________, is made by and between the City 
of Mountain Home, referred to as the "Client" located at 160 South 3rd East, Mountain Home, Idaho 
83647, AND Clearwater Financial, LLC located at 2300 S Orchard St. Boise, ID 83705, referred to as the 
"Consultant." 
 
1. Scope of Services. The Client hereby employs the Consultant to perform the following services in 
accordance with the terms and conditions set forth in this addendum and any attached exhibits. These 
services include: 
 

a. Water Connection Fee Study Services: See Exhibit A to this addendum. 
 
The completion of this scope will be dependent on the availability of information needed to complete the 
scope as identified in Exhibit A, some of which may be provided by the Client. 
 
2. Terms of Agreement. This addendum will begin when this addendum is fully executed by both the 
Client and the Consultant. The time frames for delivery of services will be measured from the execution 
of this addendum and as outlined in Exhibit A. 
 
3. Cost of Services. The costs for these services will be: 
 

a. Exhibit A: Water Connection Fee Study: $20,000; not to exceed unless agreed upon in writing by 
both parties. 

 
The Consultant will submit a monthly invoice for services performed. The Client will pay the Consultant 
the amount due as indicated within thirty (30) days of the invoice date. 
 
Travel and reimbursable expenses will be billed separately as identified in the Master Services 
Agreement. 
 
4. All other terms and conditions as outlined in the Master Services Agreement remain in force. 
 

 
Client: City of Mountain Home    Consultant: Clearwater Financial 
Name: ________________________   Name: Cameron Arial 
Title: _________________________   Title: President 
 
                                                   
/s/: ____________________________   /s/: ____________________________ 
Date: __________________________   Date: __________________________ 
 

 
Attest: ________________________
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CITY OF MOUNTAIN HOME 
Water Connection Fee Study PROJECT SCOPE 

 
 

   
 

EXHIBIT A 

1. Project Background and Description 

 Idaho Code gives municipalities the following powers to collect connection fees (CF): “To prescribe and 
collect rates, fees, tolls or charges, including the levy or assessment of such rates, fees, tolls or charges 
against governmental units, departments or agencies, including the state of Idaho and its subdivisions, for 
the services, facilities and commodities furnished by such works,” Idaho Code Section 50-1030(f). 
Connection fees are one-time assessments established by local governments to recover an appropriate 
share of the costs associated with providing water system capacity and infrastructure to new connections.  
 
Project Purpose: The City currently has a water connection fee and is interested in reevaluating the fee to 
develop updated fee methodologies and schedules. The study is intended to establish transparent, 
equitable, and administratively practical water connection fees that support the long-term financial 
sustainability of the City’s utility system while appropriately recognizing investments made by existing 
customers and other funding sources. 
 

2. Project Scope 

 Initiation: Project Logistics and Data Gathering 
o Project Logistics: includes establishing points of contact, communication preferences and 

expectations, determination of project timeline and milestones, and establishment of client approval 
process.  

o Existing Documentation Review: includes reviewing all relevant, existing documentation and data 
related to the City’s water system, including existing connection fee schedules and ordinances; water 
master plans, facility plans, and studies; capital improvement plans; asset inventories and fixed asset 
schedules; existing and projected system capacity; current and historical customer connections; meter 
inventories and sizes; water consumption; building permit and development information; utility financial 
information (budgets, debt, reserve balances, etc.); and relevant engineering studies, cost estimates, 
and planning documents. 

o Existing Connection & Service Unit Analysis: includes obtaining and evaluating the number and type of 
existing water connections; reviewing current customer and meter classifications; evaluating 
appropriate standardized measures of demand and capacity (ERU, meter ratios, etc.); and reviewing 
existing connection fee methodologies. 

o Legal Authority & Framework: Assist the client and work with legal counsel as necessary to determine 
the legal authority and framework for imposing connection fees (state statute, ordinance/resolution and 
client approval). 

Analysis: 
o System & Capacity Analysis: Review existing water infrastructure, available system capacity, current 

utilization, and planned improvements to identify system costs and capacity available to serve new 
connections. 

o Growth & Demand Analysis: Analyze historical connection growth, development trends, and water 
demand and develop reasonable projections for future water connections. 

o Existing System Valuation: Review existing system investment, asset values, debt, grants, developer 
contributions, and planned capacity-expanding improvements to determine costs appropriately 
considered in the connection fee analysis. 
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CITY OF MOUNTAIN HOME 
Water Connection Fee Study 
PROJECT SCOPE 

 
o Methodology: Evaluate and determine the appropriate methodology, including system buy-in, 

incremental expansion, cost recovery, hybrid, or other applicable approaches. 
o Fee Structure and Equivalencies: Determine appropriate service unites, meter or demand 

equivalencies, customer classifications, and other factors necessary to calculate an equitable water 
connection fee. 

o Funding, Credits, and Adjustments: Evaluate applicable funding sources, developer contributions, 
existing customer investment, and special circumstances to avoid duplication of cost recovery and 
establish appropriate adjustments or credits. Also, conduct a high-level review of development impact 
fees (cite Idaho Code) as a possible funding source and make recommendation(s) on further analysis. 

 
Build:  
o Connection Fee Calculations: Develop proposed water connection fee calculations using the selected 

methodologies, system values, available capacity, capital improvements, and projected demand. 
o Fee Schedule: Develop recommended connection fee schedules and equivalency factors for 

applicable connection types, meter sizes, service units, or customer classifications. 
o Financial Analysis: Evaluate anticipated connection fee revenue, applicable capital needs, and other 

utility funding sources. 
o Administrative Procedures: Develop recommendations for fee assessment, collection, adjustments, 

credits, changes in service demand, and future fee updates. 
o Connection Fee Report: Prepare a comprehensive report documenting methodologies, assumptions, 

calculations, recommended fee schedules, and implementation recommendations. 
o Leadership Support: Prepare materials, presentations and provide technical support for City staff, 

leadership, legal counsel, and stakeholder discussions, as needed. 
 
Implementation: 
o Assist City legal counsel as necessary with CF ordinance creation and adoption; 
o Assist with the creation and adoption of specialized assessments, donation, credit/reimbursement, 

spending, and update process policies for CF.  
 

  

3. High-Level Requirements 

 City staff will provide Clearwater Financial Staff with:  
o Single point of contact and assistance in the CF process 
o Timely response for providing information, reviewing progress documents, and providing approvals 

as detailed in the project timelines. Failure to adhere to deadlines may compromise the project 
timeline and impede our ability to complete the project within scope and on schedule. 

o Current CIP, including details of planned infrastructure improvements. 
o Essential background information on the water utility and files and calculation methodologies from 

associated CIP. 
o Available demographic data 
o Three years of financial audits 
o Current operating budget 
o Operation and maintenance plans 
o Identification of all system facilities and assets 
o System Improvements and Cost Analysis: Assumes city will provide or outsource detail on: 

o Determine and inventory system improvements and their costs necessitated by and 
attributable to new development in the service area based on the approved land use 
assumption.  

o The total number of service units necessitated by and attributable to new development 
within the service area. 
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CITY OF MOUNTAIN HOME 
Water Connection Fee Study 
PROJECT SCOPE 

 
o The projected demand for system improvements required by new service units projected 

over a reasonable period not to exceed twenty (20) years. 
City staff will engage with Clearwater Financial staff throughout the process by: 

o Timely providing required information for analysis listed above 
o Approving scope and work deliverables  
o Attending meetings as scheduled 
o Reviewing and approving information as needed to complete the project 
 

4. Deliverables 

 Connection Fee Schedule and Report: 
Existing summary, methodology, assumptions, system and capacity analysis, and recommended water 
connection fee schedules. 

o Supporting calculations and applicable equivalency factors by connection type, meter size, service 
unit, or other appropriate classification. 

o Financial, funding, credit, and adjustment analysis. 
o Administrative and implementation recommendations. 
o Materials, presentations and technical support for City leadership, legal counsel, and adoption 

proceedings, as needed. 
 

5. Affected Parties 

 Mayor Sykes, Public Works Director, City Administrator/Clerk, City Treasurer, applicable utility staff, City 
Engineer or engineering consultant, and City Legal Counsel 
 

6. Specific Exclusions from Scope 

 Does not include: 
o Development of a comprehensive CIP specific to water system 
o Engineering analysis, design, modeling, facility condition assessments, or preparation of engineering 

cost estimates 
o Any other CIP or connection fee development except for those relating to the water utility 
o Utility rate studies 
o Development impact fee studies 
o Legal opinions or preparation of ordinances/resolutions, or agreements 
o Update of CF without annual renewal of retainer with CWF 
o Guaranteed results and approval of the recommended CF 
 

7. Implementation Plan 

 CWF will work with City staff to develop a comprehensive and integrated timeline for the project.  
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CITY OF MOUNTAIN HOME 
Water Connection Fee Study 
PROJECT SCOPE 

 
  

8. High-Level Timeline/Schedule 

 o Project start: September 2026 at the earliest or when City can start the process. 
o Project completion: The project is estimated to take 4-5 months from approval. The project timeline will 

be outlined before the project starts. Failure to adhere to deadlines may compromise the project 
timeline and impede our ability to complete the project within scope and on schedule. 
 

9. Cost  

 Connection Fees for water: $20,000 
Other Costs: If expenses such as travel, meals, communications, print, software, data sources, and other 
outof-pocket expenses are required; these costs will be paid by the Client to the Consultant. 
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ADDENDUM #4 
 
This addendum to the Master Services Agreement dated ____________, is made by and between the City 
of Mountain Home, referred to as the "Client" located at 160 South 3rd East, Mountain Home, Idaho 
83647, AND Clearwater Financial, LLC located at 2300 S Orchard St. Boise, ID 83705, referred to as the 
"Consultant." 
 
1. Scope of Services. The Client hereby employs the Consultant to perform the following services in 
accordance with the terms and conditions set forth in this addendum and any attached exhibits. These 
services include: 
 

a. Wastewater Connection Fee Study Services: See Exhibit A to this addendum. 
 
The completion of this scope will be dependent on the availability of information needed to complete the 
scope as identified in Exhibit A, some of which may be provided by the Client. 
 
2. Terms of Agreement. This addendum will begin when this addendum is fully executed by both the 
Client and the Consultant. The time frames for delivery of services will be measured from the execution 
of this addendum and as outlined in Exhibit A. 
 
3. Cost of Services. The costs for these services will be: 
 

a. Exhibit A: Wastewater Connection Fee Study: $20,000; not to exceed unless agreed upon in 
writing by both parties. 

 
The Consultant will submit a monthly invoice for services performed. The Client will pay the Consultant 
the amount due as indicated within thirty (30) days of the invoice date. 
 
Travel and reimbursable expenses will be billed separately as identified in the Master Services 
Agreement. 
 
4. All other terms and conditions as outlined in the Master Services Agreement remain in force. 
 

 
Client: City of Mountain Home    Consultant: Clearwater Financial 
Name: ________________________   Name: Cameron Arial 
Title: _________________________   Title: President 
 
                                                   
/s/: ____________________________   /s/: ____________________________ 
Date: __________________________   Date: __________________________ 
 

 
Attest: ________________________
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CITY OF MOUNTAIN HOME 
Wastewater Connection Fee Study PROJECT SCOPE 

 
 

   
 

EXHIBIT A 

1. Project Background and Description 

 Idaho Code gives municipalities the following powers to collect connection fees (CF): “To prescribe and 
collect rates, fees, tolls or charges, including the levy or assessment of such rates, fees, tolls or charges 
against governmental units, departments or agencies, including the state of Idaho and its subdivisions, for 
the services, facilities and commodities furnished by such works,” Idaho Code Section 50-1030(f). 
Connection fees are one-time assessments established by local governments to recover an appropriate 
share of the costs associated with providing wastewater system capacity and infrastructure to new 
connections.  
 
Project Purpose: The City currently has a wastewater connection fee and is interested in reevaluating the 
fee to develop updated fee methodologies and schedules. The study is intended to establish transparent, 
equitable, and administratively practical wastewater connection fees that support the long-term financial 
sustainability of the City’s utility system while appropriately recognizing investments made by existing 
customers and other funding sources. 
 

2. Project Scope 

 Initiation: Project Logistics and Data Gathering 
o Project Logistics: includes establishing points of contact, communication preferences and 

expectations, determination of project timeline and milestones, and establishment of client approval 
process.  

o Existing Documentation Review: includes reviewing all relevant, existing documentation and data 
related to the City’s wastewater system, including existing connection fee schedules and ordinances; 
wastewater master plans, facility plans, and studies; capital improvement plans; asset inventories and 
fixed asset schedules; existing and projected system capacity; current and historical customer 
connections; meter inventories and sizes; wastewater consumption; building permit and development 
information; utility financial information (budgets, debt, reserve balances, etc.); and relevant 
engineering studies, cost estimates, and planning documents. 

o Existing Connection & Service Unit Analysis: includes obtaining and evaluating the number and type of 
existing wastewater connections; reviewing current customer and meter classifications; evaluating 
appropriate standardized measures of demand and capacity (ERU, meter ratios, etc.); and reviewing 
existing connection fee methodologies. 

o Legal Authority & Framework: Assist the client and work with legal counsel as necessary to determine 
the legal authority and framework for imposing connection fees (state statute, ordinance/resolution and 
client approval). 

Analysis: 
o System & Capacity Analysis: Review existing wastewater infrastructure, available system capacity, 

current utilization, and planned improvements to identify system costs and capacity available to serve 
new connections. 

o Growth & Demand Analysis: Analyze historical connection growth, development trends, and 
wastewater flow and develop reasonable projections for future wastewater connections. 
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CITY OF MOUNTAIN HOME 
Wastewater Connection Fee Study 
PROJECT SCOPE 

 
o Existing System Valuation: Review existing system investment, asset values, debt, grants, developer 

contributions, and planned capacity-expanding improvements to determine costs appropriately 
considered in the connection fee analysis. 

o Methodology: Evaluate and determine the appropriate methodology, including system buy-in, 
incremental expansion, cost recovery, hybrid, or other applicable approaches. 

o Fee Structure and Equivalencies: Determine appropriate service unites, meter or demand 
equivalencies, customer classifications, and other factors necessary to calculate an equitable 
wastewater connection fee. 

o Funding, Credits, and Adjustments: Evaluate applicable funding sources, developer contributions, 
existing customer investment, and special circumstances to avoid duplication of cost recovery and 
establish appropriate adjustments or credits. Also, conduct a high-level review of development impact 
fees (cite Idaho Code) as a possible funding source and make recommendation(s) on further analysis. 

 
Build:  
o Connection Fee Calculations: Develop proposed wastewater connection fee calculations using the 

selected methodologies, system values, available capacity, capital improvements, and projected 
demand. 

o Fee Schedule: Develop recommended connection fee schedules and equivalency factors for 
applicable connection types, meter sizes, service units, or customer classifications. 

o Financial Analysis: Evaluate anticipated connection fee revenue, applicable capital needs, and other 
utility funding sources. 

o Administrative Procedures: Develop recommendations for fee assessment, collection, adjustments, 
credits, changes in service demand, and future fee updates. 

o Connection Fee Report: Prepare a comprehensive report documenting methodologies, assumptions, 
calculations, recommended fee schedules, and implementation recommendations. 

o Leadership Support: Prepare materials, presentations and provide technical support for City staff, 
leadership, legal counsel, and stakeholder discussions, as needed. 

 
Implementation: 
o Assist City legal counsel as necessary with CF ordinance creation and adoption; 
o Assist with the creation and adoption of specialized assessments, donation, credit/reimbursement, 

spending, and update process policies for CF.  
 

  

3. High-Level Requirements 

 City staff will provide Clearwater Financial Staff with:  
o Single point of contact and assistance in the CF process 
o Timely response for providing information, reviewing progress documents, and providing approvals 

as detailed in the project timelines. Failure to adhere to deadlines may compromise the project 
timeline and impede our ability to complete the project within scope and on schedule. 

o Current CIP, including details of planned infrastructure improvements. 
o Essential background information on the wastewater utility and files and calculation methodologies 

from associated CIP. 
o Available demographic data 
o Three years of financial audits 
o Current operating budget 
o Operation and maintenance plans 
o Identification of all system facilities and assets 
o System Improvements and Cost Analysis: Assumes city will provide or outsource detail on: 

Page 38 of 88



 

   
 

CITY OF MOUNTAIN HOME 
Wastewater Connection Fee Study 
PROJECT SCOPE 

 
o Determine and inventory system improvements and their costs necessitated by and 

attributable to new development in the service area based on the approved land use 
assumption.  

o The total number of service units necessitated by and attributable to new development 
within the service area. 

o The projected demand for system improvements required by new service units projected 
over a reasonable period not to exceed twenty (20) years. 

City staff will engage with Clearwater Financial staff throughout the process by: 
o Timely providing required information for analysis listed above 
o Approving scope and work deliverables  
o Attending meetings as scheduled 
o Reviewing and approving information as needed to complete the project 
 

4. ``Deliverables 

 Connection Fee Schedule and Report: 
Existing summary, methodology, assumptions, system and capacity analysis, and recommended 
wastewater connection fee schedules. 

o Supporting calculations and applicable equivalency factors by connection type, meter size, service 
unit, or other appropriate classification. 

o Financial, funding, credit, and adjustment analysis. 
o Administrative and implementation recommendations. 
o Materials, presentations and technical support for City leadership, legal counsel, and adoption 

proceedings, as needed. 
 

5. Affected Parties 

 Mayor Sykes, Public Works Director, City Administrator/Clerk, City Treasurer, applicable utility staff, City 
Engineer or engineering consultant, and City Legal Counsel 
 

6. Specific Exclusions from Scope 

 Does not include: 
o Development of a comprehensive CIP specific to wastewater system 
o Engineering analysis, design, modeling, facility condition assessments, or preparation of engineering 

cost estimates 
o Any other CIP or connection fee development except for those relating to the wastewater utility 
o Utility rate studies 
o Development impact fee studies 
o Legal opinions or preparation of ordinances/resolutions, or agreements 
o Update of CF without annual renewal of retainer with CWF 
o Guaranteed results and approval of the recommended CF 
 

7. Implementation Plan 

 CWF will work with City staff to develop a comprehensive and integrated timeline for the project.  
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CITY OF MOUNTAIN HOME 
Wastewater Connection Fee Study 
PROJECT SCOPE 

 
  

8. High-Level Timeline/Schedule 

 o Project start: September 2026 at the earliest or when City can start the process. 
o Project completion: The project is estimated to take 4-5 months from approval. The project timeline will 

be outlined before the project starts. Failure to adhere to deadlines may compromise the project 
timeline and impede our ability to complete the project within scope and on schedule. 
 

9. Cost  

 Connection Fees for wastewater: $20,000 
Other Costs: If expenses such as travel, meals, communications, print, software, data sources, and other 
outof-pocket expenses are required; these costs will be paid by the Client to the Consultant. 
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        City of Mountain Home       City Hall & Office of Mayor Sykes 

P.O. Box 10, 160 S. 3rd East, Mountain Home, ID 83647 • (208) 587-2104 • www.mountain-home.us 

 

P.O. Box 10 ● Mountain Home, ID 83647  
www.mountain-home.us 

 

August 27, 2026 
 
RE: Public Access to the BMX Track at Optimist Park 
 
City Council Meeting: September 8, 2026  
 
City Council Members, 
 
During the late 1990s and early 2000s, the BMX track at Optimist Park was fenced and operated by 
a single operator for many years. Since that operator stepped away, the City has had trouble finding 
a consistent operator for the facility. 
 
Over the past four years, the City has received interest from individuals wishing to lease and 
operate the BMX track. However, due to limited organized participation and the operational 
demands associated with managing the facility, each proposed lease arrangement has ultimately 
fallen through. As a result, the track has remained an underused community recreational amenity. 
 
City staff recently met with individuals interested in using the track for both pedal bikes and 
remote-controlled (RC) cars. Several of these individuals are willing to work together to help 
maintain the track and provide organized community activities, with support from the Parks 
Department. 
 
Based on these discussions, staff believe it is in the best interest of the City and the community to 
open the BMX track for public use rather than require an individual or organization to lease and 
operate the facility. The area would function similarly to the skate park at Richard Aguirre Park and 
would be available for shared recreational use by bicyclists and RC car users. 
 
Appropriate signage outlining permitted uses, safety expectations, and applicable rules would be 
installed at the site. Use of the track would be subject to all City park rules and applicable City 
ordinances. 
 
Individuals or groups wishing to reserve the area for an organized event would be required to 
complete a park reservation, pay the applicable fee, and submit a special event application. 
 
Staff respectfully request City Council’s approval to open the BMX track at Optimist Park for 
general public access and authorize staff to establish appropriate rules, signage, and procedures 
for its shared use and maintenance. 
 
Respectfully,  
 
 
 
Tiffany Belt 
City Clerk/HRO 
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Agreement - 1 

AGREEMENT 

 AGREEMENT, made this ______ day of  September 2026, between THE CITY OF 

MOUNTAIN HOME, IDAHO, a municipal corporation of the County of Elmore, State of Idaho, 

whose address is P. O. Box 10, Mountain Home, Idaho 83647, hereinafter designated as the 

“City,” and COTTAGE INVESTORS II, LLC, an Idaho limited liability company doing 

business as The Cottages of Mountain Home, whose address is 735 South 5th West, Mountain 

Home, Idaho 83647, hereinafter designated as “The Cottages.” 

RECITALS 

(a) The Cottages is an assisted living facility providing services and housing for up to 

sixteen (16) elderly people at a given time that is located at 735 South 5th West in Mountain 

Home, Idaho. 

(b) The City owns the Parks and Recreation building that is located at 795 South 5th 

West in Mountain Home, Idaho, (the “Building”) which is near The Cottages’ building. 

(c) The City has agreed that in the event of an emergency situation The Cottages may 

bring its residents to the Building for a few hours only to allow The Cottages time within which 

to arrange for more permanent and appropriate facilities to house its residents.  

IN CONSIDERATION OF the mutual promises and covenants contained in the agreement 

the City and The Cottages agree as follows: 

1. In the event of an emergency situation involving its building The Cottages may 

bring its residents to the Building located at 795 South 5th West in Mountain Home, Idaho, for a 

few hours only to allow The Cottages time within which to arrange for more permanent and 

appropriate facilities to house its residents. The residents shall not be left alone in the Building 
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# 

Agreement - 2 

and The Cottages shall provide sufficient staff to care for its residents while they are in the 

Building. 

2. The City shall provide The Cottages with the names and contact numbers of City 

employees who can provide access to the Building for The Cottages in the event of an 

emergency. 

3. The City may terminate this agreement at any time by so notifying The Cottages 

in writing of the City’s election or decision to terminate this agreement. 

4. The Cottages shall defend, indemnify and hold the City harmless from and against 

all liability, claims, judgments and demands of any persons or parties whatsoever on account of 

injuries to or deaths of persons or occurrences in, on, or about the Building incurred during the 

use of the Building by The Cottages or its residents pursuant to this agreement, including loss 

predicated on the active or passive negligence of the City. 

5. The parties incorporate into this agreement, as part of the terms of this agreement, 

the “Recitals” set forth above. 

6. All notices, requests, demands and communications hereunder will be given by 

first class certified or registered mail, return receipt requested, or by a nationally recognized 

overnight courier, postage prepaid, to be effective when properly sent and received, refused or 

returned undelivered. Notices will be addressed to the parties as set forth above. Either party 

hereto may change the place for the giving of notice to it by ten (10) days prior written notice to 

the other party as provided herein. 
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Agreement - 3 

 IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the parties have hereunto set their hands and seals the day 

and year in this agreement first above written. 

      CITY OF MOUNTAIN HOME, IDAHO 

      a municipal corporation 

 

 

                                 By__________________________ 

            Rich Sykes, Mayor 

 

 

ATTEST: 

 

By__________________________ 

Tiffany Belt, City Clerk 

 
  

 

      COTTAGES INVESTORS II, LLC, 

      an Idaho limited liability company doing  

      business as The Cottages of Mountain Home 

 

 

      By      

         

       Its     
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Agreement - 1 

AGREEMENT 

 AGREEMENT, made this _______ day of  September, 2026, between THE CITY OF 

MOUNTAIN HOME, IDAHO, a municipal corporation of the County of Elmore, State of Idaho, 

whose address is P. O. Box 10, Mountain Home, Idaho 83647, hereinafter designated as the 

“City,” and COTTAGE INVESTORS II, LLC, an Idaho limited liability company doing 

business as The Cottages of Mountain Home, whose address is 735 South 5th West, Mountain 

Home, Idaho 83647, hereinafter designated as “The Cottages.” 

RECITALS 

(a) The Cottages is an assisted living facility providing services and housing for up to 

sixteen (16) elderly people at a given time that is located at 735 South 5th West in Mountain 

Home, Idaho. 

(b) The City owns the Discovery Center Pre-School building that is located at 940 

North 5th East in Mountain Home, Idaho, (the “Building”). 

(c) The City has already agreed in a previous Agreement that in the event of an 

emergency situation The Cottages may bring its residents to the Parks and Recreation Building 

located at 795 South 5th West for a few hours only to allow The Cottages time within which to 

arrange for more permanent and appropriate facilities to house its residents.   

(d) The Cottages have requested in case of an emergency to allow for a second 

location in the event that the first location is damaged or destroyed due to the emergency.  That 

second location to be the Discovery Center Pre-School building that is located at 940 North 5th 

East in Mountain Home, Idaho. 

IN CONSIDERATION OF the mutual promises and covenants contained in the agreement 

the City and The Cottages agree as follows: 
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Agreement - 2 

1. In the event of an emergency situation involving its building and if the first 

location provided by the City located at 795 South 5th West is damaged or destroyed due to the 

emergency, The Cottages may bring its residents to the Building located at 940 North 5th East in 

Mountain Home, Idaho, for a few hours only to allow The Cottages time within which to arrange 

for more permanent and appropriate facilities to house its residents. The residents shall not be 

left alone in the Building and The Cottages shall provide sufficient staff to care for its residents 

while they are in the Building. 

2. The City shall provide The Cottages with the names and contact numbers of City 

employees who can provide access to the Building for The Cottages in the event of an 

emergency. 

3. The City may terminate this agreement at any time by so notifying The Cottages 

in writing of the City’s election or decision to terminate this agreement. 

4. The Cottages shall defend, indemnify and hold the City harmless from and against 

all liability, claims, judgments and demands of any persons or parties whatsoever on account of 

injuries to or deaths of persons or occurrences in, on, or about the Building incurred during the 

use of the Building by The Cottages or its residents pursuant to this agreement, including loss 

predicated on the active or passive negligence of the City. 

5. The parties incorporate into this agreement, as part of the terms of this agreement, 

the “Recitals” set forth above. 

6. All notices, requests, demands and communications hereunder will be given by 

first class certified or registered mail, return receipt requested, or by a nationally recognized 

overnight courier, postage prepaid, to be effective when properly sent and received, refused or 

returned undelivered. Notices will be addressed to the parties as set forth above. Either party 
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hereto may change the place for the giving of notice to it by ten (10) days prior written notice to 

the other party as provided herein. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the parties have hereunto set their hands and seals this day and  

year in this agreement first above written. 

      CITY OF MOUNTAIN HOME, IDAHO 

      a municipal corporation 

 

 

                                 By__________________________ 

            Rich Sykes, Mayor 

 

 

ATTEST: 

 

By__________________________ 

       Tiffany Belt, City Clerk 

 
  

 

      COTTAGES INVESTORS II, LLC, 

      an Idaho limited liability company doing  

      business as The Cottages of Mountain Home 

 

 

      By      

         

       Its     
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Resolution #24-2026R – Page 1  

 

 

RESOLUTION NO. #24-2026R 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY OF MOUNTAIN HOME, IDAHO, INCREASING THE TIE-DOWN AND 

PARKING FEE AT MOUNTAIN HOME MUNICIPAL AIRPORT.  

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF MOUNTAIN HOME, IDAHO, 
as follows: 

The fees as follows: 
   

FEE  CURRENT FEE PROPOSED  
City Resident annual fee $ 100.00 $ 300.00 
Non-City Resident annual fee  $ 150.00 $ 350.00 
City Resident monthly fee  $ 15.00 $ 35.00 
Non-City Resident monthly fee  $ 25.00 $ 40.00 
Daily non-turbine-powered fee  $ 5.00 $ 15.00 
Daily turbine-powered fee  $ 20.00 $ 50.00 
Daily Commercial Operator fee  $ 0 $ 200.00 

 
“City Resident” shall mean anyone who maintains his or her primary domicile within the city limits of the City 
of Mountain Home. 
 
“Monthly Fee” shall mean anyone who has an aircraft parked in a space for more than twenty-one (21) days in 
a given month. 
 
Waivers: 
  1. Transient tie-down fees can be waived for one night with the purchase of at least ten  
  (10) gallons of aircraft fuel at the Mountain Home Municipal Airport or upon  
   proof of payment of at least $50.00 one hundred ($100.00) dollars to hotels, motels, merchants,  
  restaurants or cafes in the City of Mountain Home for the overnight stay. 
 
Tie-down fees are waived for operable Civil Air Patrol aircraft.  
 
“Transient Parking Area” shall be any parking space not allocated to an annual or monthly user, not including 
the spaces allocated for aircraft maintenance. 

 
PASSED by the City Council of the City of Mountain Home, Idaho, this ____ day of  September 2026. 

APPROVED by the Mayor of the City of Mountain Home, Idaho, this ___day of September 2026. 

 
 
 

 

Rich Sykes, Mayor 
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ATTEST: 

(SEAL) 
 

 

Tiffany Belt, City Clerk 
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        City of Mountain Home       City Hall & Office of Mayor Sykes 

P.O. Box 10, 160 S. 3rd East, Mountain Home, ID 83647 • (208) 587-2104 • www.mountain-home.us 

 

P.O. Box 10 ● Mountain Home, ID 83647  
www.mountain-home.us 

 

August 27, 2026 
 
RE: Proposed E-Scooter and E-Bike Ordinance 
 
City Council Meeting: September 8, 2026  
 
City Council Members, 
 
On August 11, 2026, I emailed the City Council examples of ordinances adopted by other cities 
regulating the use of electric scooters and electric bicycles. 
 
Please advise whether the Council has prepared, or would like to present, a draft ordinance for 
consideration. If the Council wishes to move forward, please provide staff with direction regarding 
the regulations it would like included so that an ordinance may be prepared for review at a future 
City Council meeting. 
 
Respectfully, 
 
 
 
Mayor Rich Sykes 
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        City of Mountain Home       City Hall & Office of Mayor Sykes 

P.O. Box 10, 160 S. 3rd East, Mountain Home, ID 83647 • (208) 587-2104 • www.mountain-home.us 

 

P.O. Box 10 ● Mountain Home, ID 83647  
www.mountain-home.us 

 

September 3, 2026 
 
RE: Status of Request for Proposals – Desert Canyon Golf Course Operations 
 
City Council Meeting: September 8, 2026  
 
 
City Council Members, 
 
On July 31, 2026, I emailed the City Council shared links to the draft Request for Proposals 
for the operation of Desert Canyon Golf Course. Since that time, I have not received 
comments, proposed revisions, or additional direction regarding the draft documents. 
 
Earlier discussions indicated a goal of completing the RFP process by late August. 
However, staff cannot finalize or issue the RFP without further direction from the City 
Council. 
 
Please advise whether Council would like to provide revisions individually, schedule a work 
session to review the draft documents, or place the matter on an upcoming City Council 
agenda for discussion and direction. 
 
Council’s direction would be greatly appreciated to ensure I have time to finalize the 
documents and establish a revised timeline for issuing the RFP. 
 
Respectfully, 
 
 
Tiffany Belt 
City Clerk/HRO 
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September 3, 2026 
 
RE: Follow-Up Regarding Annexation Agreements 
 
City Council Meeting: September 8, 2026  
 
 
City Council Members, 
 
At the May 12, 2026, City Council meeting, example annexation agreements obtained from 
the City of Eagle were provided for Council’s review and consideration. Since that time, 
staff has not received any additional questions, discussion, or direction from members of 
the City Council regarding this matter. 
 
Staff is requesting clarification on whether the Council would like to continue evaluating 
annexation agreement language for future use. If so, Councilmembers are asked to provide 
examples of specific language, provisions, or requirements they would like included. Upon 
receiving that direction, staff and the City Attorney can begin developing a draft agreement 
or policy for Council’s consideration. 
 
Your direction will allow staff to determine how to proceed with this matter. 
 
Respectfully, 
 
 
Tiffany Belt 
City Clerk/HRO 
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