
 
CITY COUNCIL REGULAR MEETING 

City Council Chambers, 160 South 3rd East 
Mountain Home, Idaho 

Tuesday, September 22, 2026 at 5:00 PM 

Join the Meeting live through Microsoft Teams Town Hall 
Link provided on the City Website: https://www.mountain-home.us/166/City-Council 

All materials presented at public meetings become property of the City of Mountain Home. Anyone desiring 
accommodation for disabilities should contact the City Clerk's Office at 208-587-2104 by at least 9:00 AM the 

morning of the public meeting. 
 
CALL MEETING TO ORDER & ESTABLISH A QUORUM (5:00 PM) 

____ Councilman Harjo   ____ Councilwoman Wirkkala   
____ Councilman McCarthy  ____ Councilman Sanders  ____ Mayor Sykes  

RECOGNIZING PERSONS IN THE AUDIENCE 
 (Please limit comments to a maximum of 3 minutes) The purpose of this agenda item is to provide an 

opportunity for members of the public to address the City Council on matters that are not listed on the 
current agenda and are within the subject matter jurisdiction and municipal purview of the City. 
Comments may not involve personnel matters, legal disputes, or the private non-municipal affairs of the 
constituency. Comments regarding Zoning or Land Use issues may only be made during properly noticed 
public hearings. 

CONFLICT OF INTEREST DECLARATION 
 Has any Council Member received information pertaining to, or otherwise had, any contact with any 

person regarding any items on this City Council agenda? If so, please set forth the nature of the contact. 

CONSENT AGENDA  
 1) Approval acceptance of minutes: Planning & Zoning Commission - August 18, 2026 
 2) Approval acceptance of minutes: Regular City Council Minutes — September 8, 2026 
 3) Bills from 9/9/2026 to 9/22/2026 in the amount of $568,411.47. 
 4) Approve public notice for 2027 regular City Council meeting dates. 
 5) Approve insurance policy renewal with ICRMP Insurance for October 1, 2026, to September 

30, 2027. 
 6) Approve worker's compensation and employer liability insurance policy renewal with State 

Insurance Fund for October 1, 2026, to September 30, 2027. 
 7) Continue with GBS (Leavitt Group Company) as the Benefits Service Administrator for the 

City of Mountain Home for 2026-2027 and authorize the Mayor to sign. 
 8) Continue with Regence BlueShield of Idaho as the City of Mountain Home medical insurance 

provider for 2026-2027 and authorize the Mayor to sign. 
 9) Continue with National Benefits Services LLC., as benefits administrator for the City of 

Mountain Home for 2026-2027 and authorize the Mayor to sign. 
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 10) Continue with Delta Dental as a dental insurance provider for the City of Mountain Home for 
2026-2027 and authorize the Mayor to sign. 

 11) Continue with Willamette Dental as a dental insurance provider for the City of Mountain Home 
for 2026-2027 and authorize the Mayor to sign. 

 12) Continue with VSP as the vision insurance provider for the City of Mountain Home for 2026-
2027 and authorize the Mayor to sign. 

 13) Continue with United Heritage as a life insurance provider for the City of Mountain Home for 
2026-2027 and authorize the Mayor to sign. 

 14) Approve and authorize the Mayor, City Clerk, and Grants Administrator to sign and complete 
all required documents for grant application 2026/27-002. 

OLD BUSINESS 
 1) Action Item: Deliberation/Decision regarding Grapevine 7, Inc.'s objection to the water and 

wastewater EDU determination. 

NEW BUSINESS 
 1) Items removed from the Consent Agenda 
 2) Action Item: Deliberation/Decision regarding Instruction/Lesson compensation to the Golf 

Professional. 

FINAL COMMENTS 

ADJOURN 

STAFF MEMO 
 1) Elmore County Domestic Violence Council - Summer update 
 2) Mountain Home Arts Council - Summer update 
 3) Keller Engineer Update 
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##### 

Council Minutes – September 8, 2026 

MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE 
COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF MOUNTAIN HOME, ELMORE COUNTY, IDAHO, 

HELD ON SEPTEMBER 8th, 2026, AT 5:00 P.M. 
AT MOUNTAIN HOME CITY HALL CHAMBERS 

MOUNTAIN HOME, IDAHO 
 
#####  CALL MEETING TO ORDER/ESTABLISH A QUORUM 
 
#####  RECOGNIZING PERSONS IN THE AUDIENCE 
 
#####  CONFLICT OF INTEREST DECLARATION 
  Has any Council Member received information pertaining to, or otherwise had any contact with any 

person regarding any items on this City Council agenda? If so, please set forth the nature of the contact. 
 
##### CONSENT AGENDA  

  All matters listed within this Consent Agenda section require formal Council action, but are typically routine 
or not of great controversy and will be enacted by one motion. Questions for the purpose of clarification may 
be asked about a particular item before the motion is voted on. However, for lengthy discussion or separate 
motion a Council member or citizen may request an item be removed from the Consent Agenda section and 
placed on the Regular Agenda.  
ALL CONSENT AGENDA ITEMS LISTED BELOW ARE ACTION ITEMS.   

1) Approval acceptance of minutes: Regular City Council Minutes – August 25, 2026 
2) Bills from 8/26/2026 to 9/8/2026 in the amount of $1,610,887.37 
3) Approve payroll for the period of 7/22/2026 to 8/21/2026 in the amount of $858,731.51 
4) Appoint Laura Atchley to complete the term previously held by Chris Eastman, expiring January 

30, 2028. 
5) Approve proposed merchant service fees and set a public hearing. 
6) Approve Addendum #3 for a Water Connection Fee study with Clearwater Financial and authorize 

the Mayor to sign. 
7) Approve Addendum #4 for a Wastewater Connection Fee study with Clearwater Financial and 

authorize the Mayor to sign. 
8) Approve staff’s request to open the BMX track at Optimist Park for public access and authorize 

staff to establish appropriate rules, signage, and procedures for it’s shared use and maintenance. 
9) Approve the agreement with the Cottages Investors II, LLC to allow The Cottages of Mountain 

Home to use the Parks & Recreation building as a first location during an emergency and authorize 
the Mayor and City Clerk to sign. 

10) Approve the agreement with the Cottages Investors II, LLC to allow The Cottages of Mountain 
Home to use the Discovery Building as a second location during an emergency and authorize the 
Mayor and City Clerk to sign. 

 
#####  OLD BUSINESS 

1) Action Item: Deliberation/Decision regarding Resolution 24-2026R Airport fees. 
   

#####  NEW BUSINESS 
1) Items removed from the Consent Agenda 
2) Action Item: Deliberation/Decision regarding TJ Gomez’s request to waive golf cart trail fees. 
3) Action Item: Deliberation/Decision regarding Grapevine 7, Inc.’s objection to the water and 

wastewater EDU determination. 
4) Action Item: Deliberation/Decision on adopting an ordinance regulating the use of electric scooters 

and electric bicycles. 
5) Action Item: Deliberation/Decision regarding the Verizon tower request for a fall zone easement 

that would cross what is identified as W. 10th North Street and into the City parcel. 
6) Non-Action Item: Decision regarding the status of the City Council’s draft RFP for Desert Canyon 

Golf Course Operations. 
7) Non-Action Item: Decision regarding the status of the City Council’s draft annexation agreements.  

 
#####  FINAL COMMENTS 
 
#####  ADJOURN 

 
 
 
 
 

Page 5 of 58



##### 

Council Minutes – September 8, 2026 

MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE 
COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF MOUNTAIN HOME, ELMORE COUNTY, IDAHO, 

HELD ON SEPTEMBER 8TH, 2026 AT 5:00 P.M. 
 
 The Council of the City of Mountain Home, Elmore County, Idaho, met at the Mountain Home City Hall Chambers, 160 South 
3rd East, Mountain Home, Idaho, on September 8, 2026. A quorum was established with Councilmember Harjo, Councilmember 
Wirkkala, Councilmember McCarthy, Councilmember Sanders, and Mayor Sykes being present. 
 
RECOGNIZING PERSONS IN THE AUDIENCE 
 
 Rachel Summers with the Mountain Home Irrigation District re-invited the Council to tour the irrigation system. She noted 
that the District was currently conducting work in the mountains and welcomed the Council to visit at their convenience. 
 
 Dara Corvus expressed concerns regarding City engagement with residents and encouraged the City to take a more 
proactive approach to community outreach and issues. 
 
 Don Gust expressed concerns regarding local water availability and data center development, as well as City maintenance 
and infrastructure. He also raised concerns regarding traffic safety and the need for improved traffic control in areas with increased 
vehicle and pedestrian activity. 
 
CONFLICT OF INTEREST DECLARATION 
 

Has any Council Member received information pertaining to, or otherwise had any contact with any person regarding any items 
on this City Council agenda? If so, please set forth the nature of the contact.  

 
 No Council Members had anything to disclose.  
 
CONSENT AGENDA 
 

All matters listed within this Consent Agenda section require formal Council action but are typically routine or not of great 
controversy and will be enacted by one motion. Questions for the purpose of clarification may be asked about a particular item before 
the motion is voted on. However, for lengthy discussion or separate motion a Councilmember or citizen may request an item be 
removed from the Consent Agenda section and placed on the Regular Agenda. ALL CONSENT AGENDA ITEMS LISTED BELOW 
ARE ACTION ITEMS. 

 
1) Approval acceptance of minutes: Regular City Council Minutes – August 25, 2026 
2) Bills from 8/26/2026 to 9/8/2026 in the amount of $1,610,887.37 
3) Approve payroll for the period of 7/22/2026 to 8/21/2026 in the amount of $858,731.51 
4) Appoint Laura Atchley to complete the term previously held by Chris Eastman, expiring January 30, 2028. 
5) Approve proposed merchant service fees and set a public hearing. 
6) Approve Addendum #3 for a Water Connection Fee study with Clearwater Financial and authorize the 

Mayor to sign. 
7) Approve Addendum #4 for a Wastewater Connection Fee study with Clearwater Financial and authorize 

the Mayor to sign. 
8) Approve staff’s request to open the BMX track at Optimist Park for public access and authorize staff to 

establish appropriate rules, signage, and procedures for its shared use and maintenance. 
(Item pulled and moved to New Business) 

9) Approve the agreement with the Cottages Investors II, LLC to allow The Cottages of Mountain Home to 
use the Parks & Recreation building as a first location during an emergency and authorize the Mayor and 
City Clerk to sign. 
(Item pulled and moved to New Business) 

10) Approve the agreement with the Cottages Investors II, LLC to allow The Cottages of Mountain Home to 
use the Discovery Building as a second location during an emergency and authorize the Mayor and City 
Clerk to sign. 
(Item pulled and moved to New Business) 

 
 Councilmember Sanders requested to have Items 8, 9 and 10 pulled for discussion.  
 
 Councilmember Harjo made a motion to approve the Consent Agenda pulling Items 8, 9, and 10. Councilmember Sanders 
seconded the motion. The vote goes as follows: Councilmember Sanders; aye, Councilmember McCarthy; aye, Councilmember 
Wirkkala; aye, Councilmember Harjo; aye. The motion passed unanimously.  
 
OLD BUSINESS 
 
 1) Action Item: Deliberation/Decision regarding Resolution 24-2026R Airport fees. 
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 Councilmember Harjo made a motion to approve Resolution 24-2026R. Councilmember Wirkkala seconded the motion. The 
vote goes as follows: Councilmember Harjo; aye, Councilmember Wirkkala; aye, Councilmember McCarthy; nay, Councilmember 
Sanders; aye. The motion passed by majority vote.  
  
NEW BUSINESS 
 
 1) Items removed from the Consent Agenda 
  
 8) Approve staff’s request to open the BMX track at Optimist Park for public access and authorize staff to establish appropriate 
rules, signage, and procedures for its shared use and maintenance. 
 
 Councilmember Sanders expressed concerns regarding the proposed partnership and emphasized the need to consider prior 
issues involving the use of City equipment, liability, and emergency response responsibilities when working with private groups. 
 
 Councilmember McCarthy agreed with Councilmember Sanders and stated that the concerns raised should be addressed 
before moving forward. 
 
 Tiffany Belt, City Clerk, explained that the BMX track would be opened to the public in the same manner as the City’s skate 
park. She stated that community groups could reserve the facility for events, while ICRMP would determine liability for any incidents. 
She also noted that the facility had seen little consistent use and that volunteer maintenance could help keep the area maintained. 
 
 Councilmember Wirkkala made a motion to open the BMX track at Optimist Park for public access and authorize staff to 
establish appropriate rules, signage, and procedures for its shared use and maintenance. Councilmember Harjo seconded the motion.  
 
 There was a discussion regarding the use and maintenance of City equipment at the BMX track.  
 

Tiffany Belt clarified that volunteers would only perform basic maintenance, such as raking and weed removal, and would not 
be permitted to modify or renovate the facility.  

 
Mayor Sykes confirmed that City equipment would not be provided for volunteer use.  
 
Councilmember Sanders requested that the motion be amended to require appropriate signage before the facility was opened 

to the public. 
 
Councilmember Wirkkala amended her motion to add through interlineation that the opening of the park would not take place 

until proper signage was in place. Councilmember Harjo seconded the motion. The vote goes as follows: Councilmember McCarthy; 
aye, Councilmember Wirkkala; aye, Councilmember Harjo; aye, Councilmember Sanders; aye. The motion passed unanimously. 

 
9) Approve the agreement with the Cottages Investors II, LLC to allow The Cottages of Mountain Home to use the Parks & 

Recreation building as a first location during an emergency and authorize the Mayor and City Clerk to sign. 
 
Councilmember Sanders expressed support for the intent of the proposed agreements but raised concerns regarding the 

undefined term “a few hours” and how long emergency shelter facilities could be needed for displaced senior citizens. He also  
questioned whether other City groups or personnel would use the facility as an emergency shelter during a citywide emergency. 

 
Mayor Sykes acknowledged Councilmember Sanders’ concern and agreed that the term “a few hours” was unclear, noting 

that an emergency could require use of the facility for significantly longer. 
 
Tiffany Belt explained that the locations would serve as a temporary emergency location for residents of The Cottages until 

they could be moved to a more appropriate facility. She noted that the agreements had been in place since the early 2000s and were 
renewed to meet insurance and facility requirements. 

 
There was a discussion with Legal regarding Councilmember Sanders concerns. 
 
There was a discussion regarding the accessibility of the Discovery Preschool and Parks and Recreation buildings, including 

whether each facility had accessible restrooms and separate gender-designated restrooms. 
 
Councilmember Harjo emphasized the importance of the agreements, noting that they had been in place for many years and 

provided an emergency location for a vulnerable assisted living population. 
 
Councilmember Sanders expressed concern about the uncertainty surrounding how long the City could be expected to 

provide emergency shelter for residents requiring assistive medical equipment. He stated that, while the agreements had been in place 
for many years, he did not want the City to inadvertently assume responsibility for a private facility’s emergency relocation plan. 
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Council Minutes – September 8, 2026 

Councilmember Harjo explained that the agreement provided for the temporary relocation of residents to a City facility during 
an emergency, with the private facility responsible for staffing and care of its residents. He noted that the agreement had been in place 
for many years and provided a nearby location with shelter and access to electrical outlets for necessary equipment. 

 
Councilmember Wirkkala made a motion to approve the agreement with the Cottages Investors II, LLC to allow The Cottages 

of Mountain Home to use the Parks & Recreation building as a first location during an emergency and authorize the Mayor and City 
Clerk to sign. Councilmember Harjo seconded the motion. The vote goes as follows: Councilmember Wirkkala; aye, Councilmember 
Harjo; aye, Councilmember Sanders; nay, Councilmember McCarthy; aye. The motion passed by majority vote.  

 
10) Approve the agreement with the Cottages Investors II, LLC to allow The Cottages of Mountain Home to use the Discovery 

Building as a second location during an emergency and authorize the Mayor and City Clerk to sign. 
 
Councilmember Wirkkala made a motion to approve the agreement with the Cottages Investors II, LLC to allow The Cottages 

of Mountain Home to use the Discovery Building as a second location during an emergency and authorize the Mayor and City Clerk to 
sign. Councilmember Harjo seconded the motion. The vote goes as follows: Councilmember McCarthy; aye, Councilmember Sanders; 
nay, Councilmember Harjo; nay, Councilmember Wirkkala; aye. The motion passed by majority vote. 
  
END OF ITEMS REMOVED FROM CONSENT AGENDA  
 
 2) Action Item: Deliberation/Decision regarding TJ Gomez's request to waive golf cart trail fees. 

 
 Councilmember Sanders questioned why the item was before the Council as the matter fell within the golf course’s day-to-
day operations and was not a policy or budget matter. He stated that it had previously been determined that the Mayor had the authority 
to waive golf course fees. 
 
 Councilmember Wirkkala stated that she requested the item be placed on the agenda to ensure all organizations holding 
tournaments at the golf course were treated consistently regarding waived trail fees. She emphasized that the same standard should 
apply to all tournament organizations. 
 
 Councilmember Sanders supported applying a consistent fee standard to tournaments going forward but stated that the 
Simplot Tournament should be treated separately because its arrangements were made under the previous golf course management 
contract. He expressed concern that applying the new fee could negatively affect the tournament’s future participation. 
 
 Councilmember Wirkkala emphasized that established rates and governing documents should be applied consistently to all 
organizations and stated that making an exception for one tournament could create unequal treatment. 
 
 Councilmember Harjo stated that the trail fee should be applied consistently, noting that individual players bringing their own 
carts would be subject to the fee. He expressed opposition to waiving the established trail fee for the tournament. 
 
 Councilmember Harjo made a motion to deny the request to waive golf cart trail fees. Councilmember Wirkkala seconded 
the motion.  
 
 Councilmember McCarthy expressed appreciation for the item being placed on the agenda and sought clarification regarding 
whether trail fees were considered part of the golf course’s day-to-day operations and whether the Mayor supported the proposed fee 
waiver. 
 
 Mayor Sykes stated that the decision was added for the Council after the request for a fee waiver was brought forward and 
provided to the Council for consideration. 
 
 There was a discussion regarding the authority to consider and approve the fee waiver request.  
 
 There was a discussion between Mayor Sykes and Councilmember McCarthy regarding whether the fee waiver could be 
offset through the golf or administrative budget. 
 
 Mayor Sykes reminded the Council that there had been a motion and a second and called for the question. The vote goes 
as follows: Councilmember Sanders; nay, Councilmember Wirkkala; aye, Councilmember Harjo; aye, Councilmember McCarthy; nay. 
Mayor Sykes abstains. The motion dies. 
 
 Mayor Sykes stated that, if the fee waiver came before the Council for another vote, he would support not waiving the fees 
in accordance with staff’s recommendation. He acknowledged that he could see both perspectives but stated that he would suppo rt 
City staff’s recommendations moving forward. 
 
 Councilmember Harjo made a motion to deny the request to waive golf cart trail fees. Councilmember Wirkkala seconded 
the motion.  
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 Mayor Sykes called for the question. The vote goes as follows: Councilmember Sanders; nay, Councilmember McCarthy; 
nay, Councilmember Wirkkala; aye, Councilmember Harjo; aye. The vote being a tie, Mayor Sykes votes aye. The motion passed by 
majority vote. 

 
 3) Action Item: Deliberation/Decision regarding Grapevine 7, Inc.'s objection to the water and wastewater EDU 
determination. 
 
 Chris Freedman, President of Grapevine 7, and Austin ??, Property Manager for Mountain Home RV Resort, joined the 
Council for discussion. 
 
 Chris Freedman expressed concerns regarding the increase in EDUs for the RV park. He noted that the park had expanded 
its sites and added facilities requiring additional EDUs, but questioned the proposed increase and suggested considering RV 
occupancy, water usage, or an RV space-to-EDU calculation. 
 
 Mayor Sykes explained that the City identified the EDU issue while reviewing park properties following a public records 
request and determined that the existing EDU table had not been updated. He acknowledged that the City was responsible for the 
oversight and stated that the City would not retroactively charge additional fees.  
 
 Chris Freedman stated that he understood the City’s EDU requirements but questioned the balance of increasing the RV 
park’s EDUs from approximately 29 to 196. He stated that he was open to the applicable charges under City regulations. 
 
 Councilmember Wirkkala stated that she did not believe they were attempting to avoid paying their fair share. She supported 
pausing the matter until the City’s upcoming water and wastewater rate studies could evaluate the EDU methodology and address  any 
potential discrepancies. 
  
 Chris Freedman offered to provide information from his experience with other cities to assist with the City’s review. He agreed 
to pause the matter but expressed concern regarding the amount of the upcoming bill. 
 
 Mayor Sykes stated that City staff followed the applicable EDU requirements and that the same standards must be applied 
consistently to all properties. He supported the Building Official’s calculations and noted that the City would proceed based  on the 
Council’s direction moving forward. 
 
 Councilmember Sanders reviewed the City’s EDU provisions and stated that the ordinance calls for periodic review of 
commercial users’ water consumption and adjustment of EDUs based on actual usage. He expressed concern that applying the init ial 
EDU table without considering the property’s actual average monthly consumption was not consistent with the ordinance. 
 

There was a discussion regarding whether the City could apply the ordinance’s existing formula using the RV park’s average 
monthly water consumption to recalculate its EDUs.  

 
Councilmember Wirkkala stated that she did not support determining new EDU amounts without further analysis and would 

rely on the engineer’s recommendation to use the upcoming rate study to evaluate the appropriate calculation. 
 
Paula Szafranski, City Treasurer, explained that the City currently uses residential water consumption during the winter 

months to calculate wastewater charges. She stated that the same approach could be used to calculate the RV park’s rate based  on 
its water consumption. 

 
Mayor Sykes stated that the City’s priority was to ensure the EDU calculation was accurate and equitable, without having 

private businesses or residents subsidize one another. 
 
There was a discussion regarding whether the current EDU billing should remain in place while the City completed its rate 

study.  
 
There was a discussion between Mayor Sykes and Chris Freedman regarding temporarily adjusting the RV park’s EDUs 

while the water rate study was completed.  
 
Chris Freedman indicated that approximately 67 to 68 EDUs would be appropriate. 
 
 Mayor Sykes proposed an interim adjustment to 62 EDUs. 
 
There was a discussion regarding the appropriate EDU calculation for the RV park and whether the City could use actual 

water consumption to establish an interim rate. 
 
Councilmember Harjo and Paula Szafranski discussed the calculation of 55 EDUs and recommending that the City use the 
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official 12-month average. 
 
Councilmember Harjo made a motion to table this until the next Council meeting requesting staff to get the 12-month average 

and then calculate using the Treasurer’s formula to come with a firm number based on actual usage. 
 
Tiffany Belt stated the bill would be due by the 20th and asked that leniency and late fees be waived for his payment since 

the next Council meeting wouldn’t be until September 22nd.  
 
Councilmember Sanders stated he saw the waiving of fees as an administrative issue. 
 
Tiffany Belt said she wasn’t concerned about the $20 late fee, but rather the $12,000 bill hitting him twice at one time.  
 
Councilmember Wirkkala seconded the motion. 
 
There was a discussion regarding whether staff should review 12 or 24 months of water usage. 
 
Councilmember Harjo amended his motion to be for 24-month average. Councilmember Wirkkala seconded the motion. The 

vote goes as follows: Councilmember Harjo; aye, Councilmember Wirkkala; aye, Councilmember McCarthy; aye, Councilmember 
Sanders; aye. The motion passed unanimously. 

 
 4) Action Item: Deliberation/Decision on adopting an ordinance regulating the use of electric scooters and electric bicycles.  

 
Councilmember Wirkkala requested that Ty Larsen, Police Chief, and Jake Dudley, Assistant Police Chief, come forward to 

join the discussion 
 
 Chief Larsen supported the proposed e-bike and e-scooter regulations and identified concerns regarding sidewalk use, 
wrong-way riding, downtown pedestrian safety, and helmet requirements for riders under 18. 
 
 There was a discussion regarding youth education on e-bike and e-scooter regulations, with Councilmember Wirkkala 
encouraging outreach through local schools and Assistant Chief Dudley stating that training was already being developed. The 
discussion also addressed whether riders must follow standard traffic laws, including stopping at stop signs and signals. 
 
 Councilmember McCarthy emphasized the importance of public outreach and recommended modeling the City’s regulations 
after Boise’s e-bike classifications. He supported distinguishing Class 1, Class 2, Class 3, and e-motorcycles to clarify where each 
type could operate and applicable safety requirements. 
 
 Mayor Sykes asked Councilmembers to identify preferred provisions from the proposed e-bike and e-scooter ordinances so 
staff and the Police Chiefs could draft a consolidated ordinance for Council review. 
 
 Councilmember McCarthy made a motion to move forward with adopting an ordinance regulating the use of electric scooters 
and electric bicycles to be brought back to City Council. Councilmember Wirkkala seconded the motion. The vote goes as follows: 
Councilmember Sanders; aye, Councilmember Harjo; aye, Councilmember Wirkkala; aye, Councilmember McCarthy; aye. The motion 
passed unanimously. 
 
 5) Action Item: Deliberation/Decision regarding the Verizon tower request for a fall zone easement that would cross what is 
identified as W. 10th North Street and into the City parcel. 
 
 Councilmember Wirkkala and Mayor Sykes stated they wanted a Verizon representative present to answer questions. 
 
 Councilmember Sanders requested clarification regarding the meaning and implications of a “fall easement” and stated that 
a Verizon representative should attend to explain the request. 
 
 Councilmember Wirkkala made a motion to table New Business Number 5 until a Verizon representative was in attendance 
for questions from Council. Councilmember Harjo seconded the motion. The vote goes as follows: Councilmember Harjo; aye, 
Councilmember Wirkkala; aye, Councilmember McCarthy; aye, Councilmember Sanders; aye. The motion passed unanimously. 
 

6) Non-Action Item: Decision regarding the status of the City Council's draft RFP for Desert Canyon Golf Course Operations. 
 
 Councilmember Sanders stated that he would work to combine the two documents and develop an evaluation plan for the 
RFP. He emphasized the need to identify the criteria and value the City wanted to evaluate before finalizing the RFP. 
 
 Councilmember Wirkkala stated that she respected Councilmember Sanders’ opinion but maintained her position to allow 
the current model to operate for the previously approved two-year period before pursuing an RFP. 
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 Councilmember McCarthy stated that he would make additional edits to the RFP materials and supported conducting due 
diligence to evaluate potential interest from companies before proceeding. 
 
 Councilmembers Harjo, Sanders and Wirkkala all stated they did not recall receiving the email regarding a company’s 
potential interest in operating the facility, resulting in Mayor Sykes stating he’d go back and check his sent emails. 
 
 Councilmember Harjo stated that he opposed pursuing the RFP, terminating City staff, and transferring golf course operations 
to a third party due to concerns regarding City control and cost mitigation. 
 
 Councilmember Sanders expressed support for the City’s continued operation of the golf course but stated that an RFP would 
provide an emergency contingency plan if needed. 
 
 Councilmember Wirkkala supported contingency planning but expressed concern that pursuing an RFP could create 
confusion for the community and Council, potentially hindering the golf course’s growth. 
 
 Councilmember McCarthy stated that issuing an RFP would not obligate the City to proceed and supported conducting due 
diligence to evaluate private-sector interest in operating the golf course.  
 
 Councilmember Harjo questioned whether a Councilmember’s receipt of an unsolicited email from a potential RFP 
respondent should have been disclosed as a conflict of interest.  
 

Councilmember McCarthy clarified that the Mayor had copied him on the email, that he had not initiated or continued contact,  
 
Mayor Sykes stated he would locate the email for review. 

 
7) Non-Action Item: Decision regarding the status of the City Council's draft annexation agreements. 

 
 Mayor Sykes requested confirmation that the Council still wished to proceed with the draft annexation agreements.  

 
Councilmember Harjo supported continuing the process, noting the importance of annexation and development agreements, 

and offered to provide draft language and examples for staff to review. 
 
 Tiffany Belt said she would like common language for annexation agreements so staff could incorporate it into future 
proposals. She estimated that staff could return with draft language in approximately one to one and a half months, depending on 
workload. 
 
 Councilmember Wirkkala supported continuing with annexation agreements but requested guidance on the best way to 
develop common language and begin the process. 
 
 Councilmember Harjo proposed setting the annexation agreement discussion for the second Council meeting in October, 
allowing staff and legal counsel time to review example language and prepare materials. 
 
 Councilmember McCarthy asked whether the proposed language was based on materials from the City of Eagle.  
 

Tiffany Belt confirmed that it was and explained that City staff had also sought examples from the City of Eagle and Nampa, 
but Nampa had not fulfilled the records request. 
 
FINAL COMMENTS 
 

Councilmember Harjo reported that the Elmore County Historical Foundation had committed to financially support, in full or 
in part, the restoration of the historic downtown water fountain. He stated that the Foundation would discuss the project at its next 
meeting. 

 
ADJOURN 
 
 There being no further business to come before the Council, the meeting was adjourned at 6:19 p.m. by orders from Mayor 
Sykes. 
 
 
 
 
 
       ___________________________________   
       Rich Sykes, Mayor  
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ATTEST:  _______________________________ 
         Tiffany Belt, City Clerk 
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PUBLIC NOTICE 

 

PUBLIC NOTICE is hereby given of the 2027 City Council meeting schedule for the 

City of Mountain Home.  Meetings and Public Hearings are usually scheduled for the 

second (2nd) and fourth (4th) Tuesdays of each month unless that Tuesday falls on a 

holiday, then it will be the following business day, and the dates are as follows: 

 

January 12, 2027 

January 26, 2027 

February 9, 2027 

February 23, 2027 

March 9, 2027 

March 23, 2027 

April 13, 2027 

April 27, 2027 

May 11, 2027 

May 25, 2027 

June 8, 2027 

June 22, 2027 

July 13, 2027 

July 27, 2027 

August 10, 2027 

August 24, 2027 

September 14, 2027 

September 28, 2027 

October 12, 2027 

October 26, 2027 

November 9, 2027 

November 23, 2027 

December 14, 2027 

December 28, 2027 (Cancelled) 

 

Meetings and hearings start at 5:00 p.m. and are usually held in the City Council 

Chambers at 160 South 3rd East Street, Mountain Home, Idaho. Notices of all meetings 

and hearings are posted on the notice board located outside the City Council Chambers.  

 

Draft agendas are available via email on the Friday afternoon before each meeting.  Send 

requests to clerk@mountain-home.us.   

 

You may also view them on the city website at www.mountain-home.us. The public is 

welcome and encouraged to attend the meetings. 

 

Tiffany Belt 

City Clerk 

City of Mountain Home 

Publication: September 29, 2026 and October 6, 2026  

Page 33 of 58

mailto:clerk@mountain-home.us
http://www.mountain-home.us/


Page 34 of 58



Page 35 of 58



Page 36 of 58



Page 37 of 58



Page 38 of 58



Page 39 of 58



Page 40 of 58



Page 41 of 58



Mountain Home RV Resort 2.3000.03 Mountain Home RV Resort 2.0301.02
Gallons used Gallons used
EDU's 1 EDU's 196

Sep-24 416,300 Sep-24 302,500
Oct-24 257,300 Oct-24 214,500
Nov-24 91,200 Nov-24 65,900
Dec-24 - Dec-24 28,700
Jan-25 - Jan-25 3,990
Feb-25 - Feb-25 4,500
Mar-25 - Mar-25 39,200
Apr-25 - Apr-25 35,300
May-25 177,100 May-25 158,300
Jun-25 258,400 Jun-25 214,100
Jul-25 452,200 Jul-25 289,500
Aug-25 375,200 Aug-25 33,410
Sep-25 244,000 Sep-25 229,200
Oct-25 189,200 Oct-25 190,800
Nov-25 76,300 Nov-25 101,900
Dec-25 - Dec-25 28,300
Jan-26 - Jan-26 33,600
Feb-26 - Feb-26 32,200
Mar-26 - Mar-26 27,500
Apr-26 69,100 Apr-26 53,900
May-26 261,400 May-26 252,100
Jun-26 191,700 Jun-26 147,800
Jul-26 365,200 Jul-26 56,900
Aug-26 451,700 Aug-26 - Working on reread list

Sep-26 290,600 Sep-26 -

4,166,900 2,544,100

24 months 173,621 22 months 115,641

16 months 260,431 EDU's 196 = 980,000
Paid for by gallons used after 5,000 base rate
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FROM: Katie Stinnett, Program Director
SUBJECT: Summer Update (May-August)

"Every voice matters. Every heart deserves peace."

ELMORE COUNTY DOMESTIC VIOLENCE COUNCIL 

kstinnett@ecdvc.org                 208-590-2020           PO Box 1136, Mountain Home, ID 83647

Our services provided:
Emergency Shelter

Hotel Stays

Transportation

Case Management

Crisis Line

Court Advocacy

Client needs

Socks and underwear

Idaho Youth Ranch giftcards

Gas cards

Resources and referrals

Individual Advocacy

Translation services

Sexual Assault Forensic Exam (SAFE-T)

Survivor Support Group on Saturdays at the

Champagne Room next door 

Brought in an ICCU employee to talk to our

clients about budgeting and money

management.

Provided pool passes to clients with children

Passes to Hobbs Gym and The Watering Hole

Participation:
Total new clients: 30

Crisis calls: 226

Total SAFE-T Exams: 1

Court Advocacy: 13

Activities/Events:
Attended Crazee Dayz

Attended Freedom for Fighters 5K

ECDVC’s very first car show

Sunset bar did their annual

carwash for ECDVC
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Board of Directors: 
Betty Ashcraft 
President 
 
Beth DeVore 
Recording Secretary 
 
Frank Monasterio 
Treasurer  
 

Directors: 
Mildred McNeal 
Gail Corlett-Trueba 
Rachel Curran 
Charlotte Moody-Emerson 
 
Dara Corvus 
Executive Director 
 
P.O. Box 974 
Mountain Home, ID 83647 
 
Cell: (616) 780-6924  
mountainhomeartscouncil@gmail.com 
www.mharts.org 
 

15 Sep 2026 
 
Dear Mayor Sykes and City Council: 
 
I am writing to provide a Summer update on the Mountain Home Arts 
Council (MHAC) programs, participation levels, and services provided to the 
community. 
 
Every weekend in July, we partnered with Parks and Recreation to host 5 
free concerts at Carl Miller Park, with an audience of over 500 listeners. 
Featuring five bands. These concerts are completely free to the community, 
thanks to the generosity of over 20 organizations, businesses, and 
individuals who donated to keep them free. 
 
The Colorful Vine on August 22nd at Cold Springs Winery drew 120 visitors 
and featured 10 artists. Little Mountain Gallery at FUBAR Drinks kicked off 
the beginning of the year and has already rotated through 5 exhibitions, 
featuring artists 15 times. Exhibitions have gathered attention from Boise 
and local rural towns.  
 
Ongoing monthly programs continue to provide consistent access to the 
arts. These include live local music at Blue Pit Brewery on the first Thursday 
of each month (average attendance of 35), Open Mic Night at the Mountain 
Home Public Library (average attendance of 20), and Mountain Home 
Writing Group meetings (average attendance of six). MHAC also holds 
monthly meetings of the Board, Visual Arts Network (average attendance of 
13), and Literary Committee.  
 
We started our patron drive 2 weeks ago and have already raised 
$3,500.00; since the start of the season, on July 1st, we've raised a total of 
$8,020.00 from grants and patrons. Most of these funds will go towards 
artist fees and bringing high-quality entertainment to our town.  
 
We are looking forward to our September programming. Tracy Morrison 
will perform on Sep 25th at the Nazarene Church, and we will host our 2nd 
Annual Hope City on the 26th at Richard Aguirre Park. Hope City will offer 
mental health resources and community connection through interactive 
activities, focusing on youth and outreach. 
 
Please let me know if I can provide any additional information, and thank 
you for your continued support of arts & culture in Mountain Home! I will 
be submitting our Winter Update and annual financial report in February. 
 
Respectfully, 

 
Dara Corvus 
Executive Director 
Mountain Home Arts Council  
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City of Mountain Home
August, 2026

  

Keller Associates Monthly Progress Report -- Summary of Projects

KA #
Project 
Name

Project 
Purpose

August, 2026 Progress 
Summary

Schedule Status Budget Status
City Coordination 

Items

214010-010
General Water 
Support

Provide general water 
system support as 
needed.

FY25 Waterline warranty support 
for asphalt repair at school. 

As requested. None at this time.

214010-011
General 
Wastewater 
Support

Provide general 
wastewater system 
support as needed.

Value engineering alternatives 
for Lagoon Cell 10 to better align 
the project with currently 
available funding.

OLDCC grant documents and 
environmental support. 

As requested.

Coordination meeting 
with Airbase NEPA 
Lead for OLDCC grant 
environmental needs.

214010-012

Transportation 
and General 
Engineering 
Support

Provide general 
transportation and 
mics. support as 
needed. 

No project activity this month. As requested. None at this time.

214010-032 Aslin Ranch
Provide development 
review assistance as 
needed. 

Met with Developer's Engineer 
and lift station rep to review the 
30% lift station design 
comments.

As requested. None at this time.

214010-030 Lagoon Cell 10

Provide additional 
storage to allow 
continued growth and 
flexibility at the 
WWTP.

No project activity this month.
Value engineering and DCIP 
grant support completed under 
general services.

TBD - awaiting 
funding for 
construction.

Design complete  within 
budget.
 
Amendment will be 
needed for selected value 
engineering design 
modification, potential 
DCIP grant  
environmental support, 
and bidding/ construction 
phase services. 

Secure funding for 
construction. Decide 
on potential cost 
saving / phasing 
considerations.

214010-034

Risk and 
Resilience 
Assessment 
(RRA) & 
Emergency 
Response Plan 
(ERP) Updates 

America's Water 
Infrastructure Act 
(AWAI) requires 
updating the RRA and 
ERP every 5 years.

ERP update completed and 
provided to City Staff.
City staff certified to EPA that the 
ERP update was completed.

Project completed 
ahead of schedule

Project completed within 
budget.

-

214010-036
Western 
Trunkline Study 

Study to check 
alignment and size 
recommendations of 
the Western 
Trunkline with 
additional potential 
growth beyond what 
was expected during 
the master plan.

Draft tech memo provided to City 
Staff.
Recommendations meeting held 
with City Staff.
Finalized tech memo with City 
staff comments, and final memo 
provided to City.

Project completed 
within schedule

Project completed within 
budget

-

Remaining budget of 
$28,800

1 of 2
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City of Mountain Home
August, 2026

  

Keller Associates Monthly Progress Report -- Summary of Projects

KA #
Project 
Name

Project 
Purpose

August, 2026 Progress 
Summary

Schedule Status Budget Status
City Coordination 

Items

214010-037 R.A.I.L. Project

Evaluate conditions 
of existing rail spur 
and document 
airport, UPRR, and 
environmental 
project constraints.

Site visit/rail walk completed. 
Conditions assessment 
underway.
Environmental scan completed.

Anticipate draft 
report in September.

Project is within budget. None at this time. 

2 of 2
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